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August 21, 2020
Re: Updated Mask Policy
Dear Parents,
First of all, let me apologize that the topic of masks has been one of the most difficult, frustrating
and ever-changing of all the issues related to school reopening. We have tried to keep you
updated as best we could throughout all of the changing mandates to the best of our
understanding. Attached to this memo you will find the recent Director’s Order from the Ohio
Department of Health regarding the use of facial coverings in schools. The verbal announcement
by Governor DeWine mandating the use of masks for students in grades K-12 came on August
4th with vague details. On August 13th, the written order came down, still causing some
confusion as to the exact details of the order. This past week the ODH made a clarifying
statement that the school wide use of face shields does not meet the criteria in the direct order.
After further conversation with other area school leaders, a conference call with the governor and
consultation with our district attorney, the information below outlines our current understanding
and practices as they will be enforced regarding masks in school. Again, we will stay in
compliance with the orders of governing authorities in order to keep our school doors open.
Q: Who has to wear masks?
A: Students in grades K-12.
Q: Can a face shield be worn in place of a mask?
A: No, not for long periods of time. Face shields may only be used during a 10 minute mask
break where six feet of distancing can be maintained.
Q: Where does my child have to wear a mask?
A: On a school bus, in any indoor location, and outdoors when six feet of distancing cannot be
maintained.
Q: Does my child need to wear a mask during recess and PE?
A: Yes. The new order only allows for an exemption during physical activity where six feet of
distancing can be maintained. Six feet of distancing cannot be maintained during normal recess
and PE activities. Mask rules for sporting events are different than those during the school day.
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Q: What if my child has a medical condition that restricts breathing, etc.?
A: A child with a medical condition may be permitted to wear a face shield rather than a mask
with the written permission of his/her medical physician.
Q: Is any kind of mask permissible (neck gaiter, cloth mask, surgical mask, bandana etc.)?
A: Any of these mask styles meet the Director’s Order. All masks must be appropriate for
school (no political propaganda, scary/inappropriate masks, etc.).
Q: What is a mask break?
A: A mask break may be taken when six feet of distancing can be maintained. Mask breaks are
to last no longer than ten minutes. If outdoors with six feet of distancing, masks may be pulled
down. If indoors with six feet of distancing, students may switch to face shields for a ten minute
mask break roughly once an hour/class period.
Q: If my child is six feet away from others, can he/she take their mask off?
A: No. The new mask order calls for masks to be worn in all public places. The idea that masks
only need to be worn when within six feet of others is obsolete.
Q: What do I do now if I want my child to become part of the Stockader Academy, the online
option?
A: You need to email your building administrator by Monday, August 24 th to enroll.
ksmith@oldfortschools.org (Elementary) ecobb@oldfortschools.org (Middle/High School)
Again, I apologize that the mask policy keeps changing. The confusion around the information
coming from Columbus has been extremely frustrating to everyone. However, our goal is to
remain open for in-person instruction so we will comply with the Director’s Order. If you have
further questions, please email me or your building principal. Thank you.
With Children at Heart,
Laura F. Bryant, Superintendent
lbryant@oldfortschools.org
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