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A Message from Superintendent Diane Barrett 

 
Dear Lion Family, 
 
I am sure that many questions remain and it is difficult to picture what the 2020-2021 
school year will look like. Hopefully, the information contained in this reentry guidebook 
will provide a snapshot of what to expect as we plan for re-engagement in the fall. In this 
guidebook you will find  information on such things as health precautions, school and 
student procedures, cleaning and sanitizing measures, instructional options, and the school 
calendar. The guidebook is a fluid document that will be updated periodically as we 
continue to implement new plans and as more information becomes available. We will 
continue to monitor and follow the guidance of the Governor, the Arkansas Department of 
Health, and the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education and adjust as 
necessary. 
 
More information can be found on our website and social media sites.  You may wish to 
refer to the frequently asked questions that have been previously posted.  In addition, 
district policies and revised student handbooks will be posted to our website by August 1. 
 
As we picture the upcoming year, I hope you will refrain from “zooming in” on the 
individual anxious details of the picture but “zoom out” and notice the overall panorama of 
the mission to educate students.  We are excited to interact once again with students in 
learning, social and emotional well being, and productive activity.  With your help, the 
Searcy School District and its staff commit ourselves to doing all we can to keep your 
students safe and provide them with a quality education.  As always, we will be “Striving for 
Educational Excellence.” 
 
With Lion Pride, 
Diane Barrett, Superintendent 
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Health & Safety  
 
Mask Policy 

 
Governor Hutchinson issued an executive order mandating face coverings statewide. Searcy           
School District Board of Directors voted on Wednesday, July 22, to require face coverings for               
K-12 students for the 2020-2021 school year. After serious consideration of guidance by the              
Arkansas Department of Health, the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary           
Education, and the Centers for Disease Control, the board adopted this emergency policy in              
order to provide a safer and healthier learning environment for Searcy School District             
students. 

All Searcy School District employees are required to wear masks or face coverings. Searcy              
School District will provide two reusable, washable masks and lanyards for each Searcy             
School District student. Staff members will also be issued masks. Students and staff members              
may choose to provide their own masks; however, inappropriate images or text will not be               
tolerated as they violate the dress code. Students will have “mask rests” as determined by the                
teacher and/or administrator. Information on how to properly wear masks may be found at              
Searcy School District Health Tips for Onsite Learning 

4.25.1--STUDENT DRESS AND GROOMING – FACE MASKS AND COVERINGS  

The Board of Directors is mindful of the evolving need for emergency measures to respond to the COVID-19                  
pandemic. In consideration of the recommendations issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the                
Arkansas Department of Health, and the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Board is                
adopting this emergency policy for all students, employees and visitors of Searcy Public Schools.  

Until further action of the Board, all students in kindergarten through the 12th grade shall be required to wear a mask                     
or face covering (a) while attending school or a school function in any school building, facility or other area of a                     
school campus, and (b) when riding in school-provided transportation. All masks and face coverings must cover the                 
nose and mouth of the student. This policy applies to students waiting outside school buildings before and after                  
school, and to students waiting at bus stops. Students shall wear masks and face coverings at all times except for the                     
following:  

• Students may remove masks and face coverings for eating or drinking;  

• Students may remove masks and face coverings when appropriate social distancing measures are in place as 
determined by a teacher or school administrator;  

• Students may be exempted from this policy by the school principal due to a documented medical condition of 
the student;  

• Students may remove masks and face coverings on a case-by-case basis for specific instructional needs and                 
other activities, as determined by a teacher, in which case the teacher will utilize appropriate social distancing                 
measures; or  
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• Students may be exempted from this policy due to special behavioral or individualized needs as determined by 
the Director of Special Services or the Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction. 

Students who refuse to wear a mask or face covering at school or at a school function under this policy shall be                      
required to leave the school campus consistent with Board Policy 4.25 on student dress. Students who refuse to wear                   
a mask or face covering on a school bus shall be subject to Board Policy 4.19 on student conduct while riding a bus. 
 
All face coverings should follow the general dress code rules as designated in the handbook. 
 
Cross Reference: 4.19--CONDUCT TO AND FROM SCHOOL AND TRANSPORTATION 

ELIGIBILITY 
4.25--STUDENT DRESS AND GROOMING 
4.34--COMMUNICABLE DISEASES AND PARASITES 

 
Date Adopted: July 22, 2020 

EMPLOYEE MASKS AND FACE COVERINGS 

The Board of Directors is mindful of the evolving need for emergency measures to respond to                
the COVID-19 pandemic. In consideration of the recommendations issued by the Centers for             
Disease Control and Prevention, the Arkansas Department of Health, and the Arkansas Division             
of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Board is adopting this emergency policy for all              
students, employees and visitors of Searcy Public Schools.  

Until further action of the Board, all employees of Searcy Public Schools shall be required to                
wear a mask or face covering while working or attending a school function in any school                
building, facility or other area of a school campus. All masks and face coverings must cover the                 
nose and mouth of the employee. Employees shall wear masks and face coverings at all times                
except for the following:  

• Employees may remove masks and face coverings for eating and drinking;  
• Employees may remove masks and face coverings when appropriate social distancing 
measures are in place;  
• Employees may be exempted from this policy by the school principal, department 
supervisor, or the Superintendent of Schools due to a documented medical condition of the 
employee; or  
• Employees may remove masks and face coverings on a case-by-case basis for specific              
instructional needs and other activities, as determined by a teacher, in which case the teacher               
will utilize appropriate social distancing measures.  

Employees who refuse to wear a mask or face covering at school or at a school function under                  
this policy shall be subject to Licensed Policy 3.36 or Classified Policy 8.31 and state laws                
regarding the evaluation of employee contracts. 

All face coverings should follow employee dress policy.  
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Social Distancing and Procedures 
In building hallways,Searcy School District will have decals indicating which direction students            
should be going and how far apart to stand. Some buildings may have barriers located in the                 
middle of the hallway to keep traffic flowing in the same directions. Lockers will not be issued,                 
and every student will carry a school issued chromebook from class to class. Classes may be                
dismissed at staggered times for clearer hallways. Depending on grade level, teachers and             
other staff members will monitor hallways between classes and/or escort students from class             
to class to help ensure social distancing. Buildings will implement seating charts in order to               
keep the same students together throughout the day for easier contact tracing. At the              
elementary and middle school campuses, recess will follow a daily rotation. Students will be              
dismissed by individual classrooms and assigned to a specific outside area on the campus              
with the same group of students daily. Students in the elementary schools and middle school               
will travel to lunch with their homeroom class and will eat lunch spaced in a zig zag format                  
with assigned seating. The secondary schools will be assigned seats in the cafeteria with a               
limited number of students per table. Searcy School District staff will monitor the restrooms to               
ensure a minimum number of students are allowed to enter. In regards to buses, seating               
charts will be implemented and determined ahead of time. Family members will sit together if               
applicable. The seating chart will implement an empty seat between the bus driver and the               
first seat. The bus driver will direct students off the bus, and principals at each campus will                 
load buses in cross reference with the seating chart. The video of bus procedures may be                
found at the following link: Searcy School District Transportation Procedures 

 
Sanitation and Disinfecting 
Searcy School District Custodial and Grounds Department will continue to take extra            
precautions regarding sanitizing and cleaning in addition to their everyday normal cleaning            
procedures. Each individual campus has its own misting fogger to be used both before and after                
school hours and during the school day in areas that are vacant of students for a period of time.                   
All classrooms will have disinfectant spray that teachers will spray on desks and frequently              
touched surfaces every time the students leave the classroom. Searcy School District has             
secured PPE for both students and staff members. In an effort to keep students healthy, water                
bottle filling stations will be placed throughout campus buildings district-wide. All students will             
need their own water bottle. Bus drivers will sanitize their buses following the route with               
disinfectant and mIsting/fogging machines. 
 
Employee and Student Health 
All staff members will be screened upon reporting to work. Searcy School District recommends 
that parents check their child’s temperature prior to sending him/her to school. Searcy School 
District requires that anyone with a temperature of 100.4 or higher should not attend school. 
Both students and adults must screen themselves for respiratory issues such as cough or 
shortness of breath. Students and adults who experience any of these symptoms should 
not attend school.  
 
Any student who may become ill at school will be sent to the school nurse for evaluation. If a 
student presents symptoms of Covid-19, he/she will be taken to an isolated location until pickup. 
All students must be fever-free without the use of fever reducing medication for 48 hours prior to 
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returning to school. Searcy School District has also partnered with ARCare who will provide 
telemed services to Searcy School District staff and students whose parents choose to 
participate in the services offered by ARCare.  
 
Searcy School District will follow the Response Levels of Onsite Learning process that is 
provided by the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), which may be found 
at the following link: RESPONSE LEVELS FOR ON-SITE LEARNING. The district Point of 
Contact (POC), Tammy Bishop, will communicate with campuses, the Arkansas Department of 
Health, and families in the event a positive case of Covid-19 is identified and students and/or 
staff members may be exposed.  Ms. Bishop may be contacted at 501-207-2514. 
 
In an effort to maintain a healthy learning environment, signage is placed in buildings across the 
district reminding students to maintain a proper social distance, to wash hands regularly, and to 
wear face coverings when applicable. Hand sanitizing stations are placed throughout the 
building and teachers/students will participate in regularly scheduled hand washing and 
sanitizing procedures. All buses will have hand sanitizer on the bus that students will utilize 
upon entering the vehicle. 
 
Visitors 
Any visitor must call the building office before entering for essential business only. The Searcy 
School District onsite volunteer program is suspended. We will not have outside guests for 
lunch or class parties.  
 
Informational videos by campus may be found at the following links. 
 
Searcy High School:  Searcy High School Re-Entry Procedures  
Ahlf Junior High School:   Ahlf Junior High School Re-Entry Procedures  
Southwest Middle School:   Southwest Middle School Re-Entry Procedures  
McRae Elementary School:   McRae Elementary School Re-Entry Procedures 
Sidney Deener Elementary School:   Sidney Deener Elementary School Re-Entry Procedures  
Westside Elementary School: Westside Elementary School Re-Entry Procedures 
  

Academics and Technology 
Searcy School District students are given two options for the 2020 fall semester. Searcy School 
District students may choose between a traditional/blended learning model onsite or a strictly 
virtual learning model entitled Lions Online. The curriculum aligns with Arkansas State 
Standards and is taught through various avenues of instruction. Searcy School District teachers 
will address gaps in learning that may have resulted from missing instruction during the 2020 
spring semester. Teachers mapped their curriculum, identified the unfinished essential 
standards from the previous grade/school year, and will embed those missed standards in the 
curriculum throughout the school year. The district consulted the Arkansas Playbook: Planning 
for Re-engagement as a model for how to integrate any essential standards that need to be 
taught. Diagnostic assessments such as iStation, Dibels, and iReady are being utilized at the 
beginning of the school year to provide a baseline for students’ levels of learning. All Searcy 
School District teachers participated in twelve professional development hours training focusing 
on blended learning entitled Teaching in a Different World, which included training on Google 
Classroom, the learning management system. Teachers will also use Lincoln Learning and 
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SeeSaw as resources during instruction. The following are the dates of the Teaching in a 
Different World training:  
 
June 12 &15, 2020 
June 17 & 18, 2020 
July 20 & 23, 2020 
July 24 & 27, 2020 
August 10 & 11, 2020 
 
Digital training for students and parents occurred virtually on August 11 and additional training 
for students will take place daily (elementary) and weekly (secondary) during school. Lions 
Online Parent/Student Virtual Orientation 

Traditional/Blended Learning: Students who participate in the traditional/blended learning 
option attend school onsite and receive face-to-face instruction and assistance in the traditional 
classroom.  They follow a regular schedule for full days of instruction Monday through Friday. 
Students receive district issued Chromebooks as needed and will be prepared to seamlessly 
pivot to instruction delivered virtually through Google Classroom should they be absent for a 
limited time because of illness or other legitimate circumstances or there should be a period of 
school closure. Virtual lessons provided during these absences will be aligned with the 
curriculum in the traditional setting so students will be able to complete work and transition back 
into school without falling behind. In addition during periods of closure, if necessary or to assist 
teachers in being able to focus on delivery of remote instruction, minimal small group on-site 
instruction and special services may be provided by qualified teachers and paraprofessionals 
following health restrictions.  

Lions Online is a K-12 Virtual School available for all students who are enrolled in Searcy 
Public Schools. Lions Online is a form of digital learning with content delivered via the internet. 
Examples include email, online discussion forums, message boards, pre-recorded video or live 
lessons, and various other methods of student/teacher interaction. Teachers will schedule 
opportunities to communicate through Google Meets or phone calls to maintain academic and 
social and emotional connections. 
 
This learning path may not be the best choice for all students. Families must consider the 
characteristics that lead to a successful virtual experience for students: 

· Self-motivated · Effective Communicator 
· Independent Learner · Personal Commitment 
· Computer Literate · Technologically Prepared 
· Good Time Management · Academic Readiness 
 

Families who select Lions Online must be prepared to provide the home support needed to 
assist their children through the education process. Early elementary students focus deeply on 
learning foundational skills like reading and critical mathematical skills. Students in the upper 
elementary through high school may require less direct parent guidance in order to be 
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successful, provided the student possesses independent study skills and strong time 
management skills. 
 
Students who are not on grade level, need professional intervention, or special services may 
elect to participate in virtual but are best served by an onsite school environment. However, 
students who have severe underlying medical conditions, including heart or lung disease or 
diabetes, or are at risk for severe illness may wish to consider participating in virtual learning for 
the student’s safety. 
 
Lions Online students may participate in AAA activities in person at the school beginning in 6th 
grade. This includes orchestra, band, choir, and/or athletics, provided they are able to 
participate on campus during the scheduled time of the activity. 
 
When families choose Lions Online, Searcy School District is asking for a semester 
commitment. If a child returns to onsite instruction, please note that elementary students will be 
placed in the school where a class seat is available, which may not be the zoned school. 

 
Technology Requirements and Use  
Efficient home internet is necessary for your child to have a successful virtual education. 
Searcy Public Schools will provide students Chromebooks to access the internet to complete 
their virtual coursework (if needed). Students who do not have access to the internet may 
contact the building administrator to discuss options as the district is working to meet the needs 
of our families to provide access. Students and parents may contact their school’s media 
specialist for technical assistance.Media specialist contacts are below. 
 
McRae Elementary School: dstrayhorn@searcyschools.org 
Sidney Deener Elementary School: marrsh@searcyschools.org 
Westside Elementary School: lawhonk@searcyschools.org 
Southwest Middle School: higgsb@searcyschools.org 
Ahlf Junior High School: cfarley@searcyschools.org 
Searcy High School: mcannon@searcyschools.org 
 
Acceptable Use Code of Conduct  
Students are responsible for their behaviors and are expected to comply with the Searcy Public 
Schools Technology Acceptable Use Code of Conduct. A copy of this policy is included in the 
Student Handbook.  

1. Communication will follow professional standards. Offensive messages or pictures will 
not be sent, displayed, or downloaded.  
2. Users of technology resources will respect the rights and privacy of others.  
3. Each student will only use his/her assigned password/ID and will not trespass into the 
files,folders, or work of other users.  
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4. Teachers have the right to access the work of students in their classes as it pertains to 
the class. 
5. Students will not allow other students to access the computers of networks using their 
 password/ID.  
6. Copyright laws will be respected. All quotations, references, graphics, video clips, 
digital music, and other information will be cited to give credit to the originator.  

 
All students participating in Lions Online are subject to all Searcy Public Schools rules and 
regulations established by the school board and abide by the policies set forth in the Student 
Handbook.  
 
Curriculum 
Lions Online is an in-depth and comprehensive curriculum comparable to the content taught in 
the traditional school environment. Students can expect to dedicate approximately four hours 
per day to instruction to include some digital, interactive, and product development components. 
Lions Online students will take all of their classes online, learning and practicing new skills. In 
general, classes will have some work on a computer, some work with the teacher and peers 
through video conferencing or chat, and some hands-on activities. Some classes will have more 
hands-on projects while other classes will have more computer work. It may be possible that 
some classes will meet at specific times each day and the students and teacher interact through 
video conferencing. In other cases, students work at their own pace and submit work to the 
teacher.  Instruction in virtual classes is delivered in a variety of ways, and students and parents 
will know what is expected for each of their classes.  
 
Students will enroll in core courses and electives based on state requirements and personal 
interests. Students will have access to electives, Advanced Placement, credit recovery, and test 
preparation courses that are offered to our onsite students. The courses are aligned with K-12 
Arkansas learning standards and will be taught by Arkansas highly-qualified, licensed teachers 
employed by Searcy Public Schools or Searcy Public Schools’ vendor partners.  
 
Students may begin earning credit for high school graduation in Grade 8. Students earn 
graduation credits at the same rate and in the same manner as traditional classes taught 
on-site. Please refer to the Student Handbook for graduation requirements. 
 
When students fall behind in their coursework, teachers contact the students and/or parents.  If 
students continue not to complete work, procedures similar to traditional courses are followed 
and may result in a failing grade.  Teachers will take multiple actions when dealing with students 
who perpetually do not submit assignments or regularly communicate with the teacher.  

● When the student does not submit the expected number of assignments within a 
period of three (3) consecutive days, the student and parent receive a phone call from school 
staff. During the call, the students, parents, and teacher work to resolve the issues preventing 
the student from submitting assignments.  
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● When the student does not respond to the phone call by submitting assignments within 
the next three (3)  days or does not continue to submit assignments, the teacher sends an email 
to the student and parent to remind them of the importance of submitting work and detailing the 
withdrawal process. 

 ● When the student does not respond by submitting assignments within eleven (11) 
days of the initial phone call, Lions Online staff will assume that the student does not intend to 
remain in  the course, and the student will be administratively dropped from Lions Online. To 
continue instruction, the student must return to on-site instruction with absences at that point 
recorded as unexcused for the semester.  
 
Students have individual needs, interests, and abilities; therefore, it is difficult to estimate the 
exact number of hours each day students spend on virtual learning.  
General estimates are:  

●Elementary 1-4 hours a day  
●Junior High 4-6 hours a day  
●High School 6-8 hours a day (depends on number and type of courses) 

 
The ultimate goal is for all students to be actively engaged in their learning and to achieve 
success in their online courses. Searcy Public Schools is committed to student success and will 
continue to work with students and parents to ensure student success.   
 
Attendance  
Attendance for the full-time, virtual student is based on utilization of the coursework and 
completion of assignments. Lions Online teachers will make every effort to ensure all students 
make appropriate progress towards successful completion. Students who fall significantly 
behind due to lack of activity may be administratively removed from Lions Online and be 
required to take courses on-site. Teachers will take multiple actions when dealing with students 
who perpetually do not submit assignments or regularly communicate with their online instructor.  
 

● When the student does not submit the expected number of assignments within a 
period of three (3) consecutive days, the student and parent receive a phone call from 
school staff. During the call, the students, parents, and teacher work to resolve issues 
preventing the student from submitting assignments.  
● When the student does not respond to the phone call by submitting assignments within 
the next three (3) days or does not continue to submit assignments, the teacher will send 
an email to the student  and/or parent to remind them of the importance of submitting 
work and work to resolve the issue. 
● When the student does not respond by submitting assignments within eleven (11) days 
of the initial phone call, Lions Online staff will assume that the student does not intend to 
remain in the course, and the student will be administratively dropped from Lions Online. 
To continue instruction, the student must return to on-site instruction with absences at 
that point recorded as unexcused for the semester. 
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Lions Online staff will make every effort to support student learning and ensure students are 
successful in their online courses. Students and parents are encouraged to contact the building 
administrator to discuss student progress as needed. Lions Online Orientation was held on 
August 11, 2020, for students and parents and the orientation information may be found at Lions 
Online Parent/Student Virtual Orientation. 
 
Grades  
Kindergarten Students 
Kindergarten students will receive feedback from their teacher weekly.  A performance checklist 
will be sent to parents at the time of progress reports each quarter and at the end of each 
marking period.  
 
Students in Grades 1-12 
Student grades will be posted in eSchool and parents may view student work in the Home 
Access Center. Grades will be based on completion of work and mastery of student learning 
goals. Grades earned for courses for graduation credit will be included in the student’s GPA, 
class rank, and honor status. Secondary virtual courses that qualify are weighted in the same 
manner as traditional courses that qualify as specified in the student handbook. 

 
Assessment 
All full-time Lions Online students must complete assessments mandated by the Arkansas 
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education and/or the district. Students may be required 
to take state and district assessments on-site at pre-scheduled, designated times. Guidance 
and direction from the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education will be followed.  

 
Student Services 

Special Education 
The district accommodates students with special needs through both onsite and remote 
instruction. Special education teachers and paraprofessionals are taking extra precautions when 
working with students. Individual Education Plans (IEPs) are reviewed on an individual basis. If 
parents have concerns about their students who may be at high-risk for Covid 19, they may be 
interested in exploring Lions Online digital option which allows the students to continue their 
education from the safety of their home. 
 
Section 504 
Searcy School District accommodates students with 504 plans through both onsite and remote 
instruction. 504 coordinators review 504 plans on an individual basis. Any parent who expresses 
concerns about his or her student who may be at high-risk for Covid-19 may be interested in 
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exploring the Lions Online digital option which allows the student to continue education from the 
safety of his or her home. 
 
Occupational Therapy (OT), Physical Therapy (PT), and Speech Therapy 
(ST) 
Students who receive OT, PT, and ST will receive services onsite, through teletherapy, or at the 
private provider’s clinic.  
 
Dyslexia 
The Searcy School District Dyslexia Guide may be found at 2020-2021 Searcy School District 
Dyslexia Guide. 
 
Literacy  
The Searcy School District Literacy Curriculum Plan may be found at 2020-2021 Searcy School 
District Literacy Plan. 
 
English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
All English Learners (ELs) in SPS will receive sheltered instructions K-12.  ELs needing English 
language development instruction (ELD) based on their ELPA21 test scores will be serviced 
daily by certified, ELD trained intervention specialists and/ or teachers. Interventionists will 
prepare ELD lessons using the El Achieve curriculum. Lessons will be shared through Google 
Classroom and completed in the student’s homeroom with the classroom teacher facilitating 
lessons.  
 
Gifted and Talented (GT) 
GT students in grades K-3 participate in a Google Meet with the entire grade at the same time 
each week . The classroom teacher puts the meet on the white board and works with the GT 
teacher to facilitate the lesson in the classroom in real time. The GT teacher provides all needed 
supplies and delivers them to the classroom teacher. The GT teacher meets with Lions Online 
students through Google Meet at a designated time depending on grade level. The GT teacher 
at the middle school level provides instruction in the 4th and 5th grade classrooms. The 
identified 6th grade G/T students participate in advanced classes with content documentation. 
The GT teacher and classroom teachers collaborate and plan to implement lessons that allow 
for creativity, research, problem solving and a global view of the world. GT students in grades 
7-12 are served in advanced classes with content documentation or through AP classes. 
 
Alternative Learning Environment (ALE) 
Students follow their ALE placement plan. Students are instructed through Google Classroom, 
IXL, and APEX Learning. Students who have transition plans in place spend time in regular 
education programs and follow the same plan as students in regular education. 
 
 
Counseling Services 
The Searcy School District Comprehensive Counseling Plan may be found at the following link. 
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Searcy School District Comprehensive School Counseling  Plan. Mental health therapists 
provide teletherapy or onsite therapy for those students who receive school-based mental 
health services.  

 
Child Nutrition 

 
All schools offer a “grab and go” breakfast at different sites across the campuses. Elementary, 
middle, and junior high students may eat breakfast in their classrooms prior to the school day, 
monitored by their teachers. Students at Searcy High School eat breakfast in the cafeteria. 
Elementary students will receive two  lunch choices daily. Teachers will take the students’ 
orders and place those orders with the campus child nutrition staff. Students at Southwest 
Middle School, Ahlf Junior High School, and Searcy High School will place their meal orders via 
the Nutrislice meal app each morning. The child nutrition staff at each campus will prepare the 
ordered  meals and place them in a bag with the students’ name or student ID, and students 
may pick up their lunch at their specified meal time. Students who are enrolled in Lions Online 
virtual learning may wish to participate in the Searcy School District child nutrition program. 
Meals for these students are provided weekly, consisting of five (5) lunches and (5) breakfasts 
distributed on one designated day per week at the campus where the student is enrolled. Meal 
prices and free/reduced lunch information may be found in the student handbooks located at 
Searcy School District Student Handbooks. Searcy School District encourages families to utilize 
the My Payments Plus option which allows for easy cafeteria account deposit at My Payments 
Plus Online Meal Payment. Deposit stations are set up at designated locations in each 
cafeteria. Searcy School District child nutrition process videos made be found at Child Nutrition 
Process Videos. 
 
 

Family & Community Engagement/Communications 
 
Searcy School District campuses will offer virtual open houses at the beginning of 2020-2021 
school year for both onsite and Lions Online students. Information is distributed through the 
Searcy School District website at www.searcyschools.org, social media platforms which include 
Facebook and Twitter for the district and all campuses individually. Searcy School District also 
periodically updates its mobile app. Teachers and administrators use School Status and Google 
Classroom to communicate with parents and students.  
 
To provide an avenue for stakeholders, Searcy School District created its Ready for Learning 
Committee made up of administrators, teachers, parents, a student, a school board member, 
community leaders, and medical professionals to provide feedback to the district on the re-entry 
to school.The members of the committee may be found on page 14 of this document.  Parents 
and/or community members who may have concerns or questions regarding re-entry may email 
covidassistance@searcyschools.org. In addition, the Arkansas Department of Education is 
partnering with UAMS, ADH, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
Consulate, the Arkansas Bilingual Bicultural Educational Support Network and the Office of 
Coordinated Support and Service. The call center is open from 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through 
Friday. The number is 1-833-353-6050. The Searcy School District Family and Community 
Engagement Plans may be found at Searcy School District FACE Plans.  
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https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/830436/2020-21_Searcy_School_District_Counseling_Program.pdf
https://www.searcyschools.org/browse/154826
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.searcyschools.org/page/nutrition
https://www.searcyschools.org/page/nutrition
http://www.searcyschools.org/
mailto:covidassistance@searcyschools.org
https://www.searcyschools.org/browse/154789


 
Athletics & Extracurricular Activities 

The Athletics and Fine Arts Departments are following all state requirements in regards to 
Covid-19 restrictions. All sports and fine arts submit a plan that is approved by the district 
administration. Athletic forms and parent information videos are located at Searcy School 
District Athletics. More information will be forthcoming as decisions are made on large venue 
protocols.  
 

Ready for Learning Committee 
Diane Barrett, Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Sheena Williamson, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
Jim Gurchiek, McRae Elementary  School principal 
Gene Hodges, Searcy High School principal  
Carrie Parsley, Southwest Middle School principal 
Dr. Chad Joice, board member 
Betsy Bailey, School/Community Coordinator 
Raymond Reynolds, Facilities Director 
Tammy Bishop, Health Services Supervisor 
Patti Kitts, Instructional Technology Facilitator 
Belinda Anderson, teacher 
Lauren Taylor, teacher 
Chance George, teacher 
Nicolette Gardner, teacher 
Brenda Teague, teacher 
Lisa Smith, teacher 
April Fatula, parent 
Rodger Cargile, city council member/parent 
DJ Durham, parent 
Eddie and Michelle Supratman, parents 
Annie Behel, student 
Nathan Rutledge, community leader/parent 
Alan Faulkner, ARCare 
Dr. Roddy Lochala, Unity Health 
 
 
Searcy School District Re-entry Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) may be found at Searcy 
School District 2020-2021 Re-Entry Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
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https://www.searcyschools.org/page/athletics
https://www.searcyschools.org/page/athletics
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/855232/Re-entry_FAQ_Revised_8_13.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/855232/Re-entry_FAQ_Revised_8_13.pdf

