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WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

P. O. Box 428, School Street                                                                                    Robert Zega, Ed.D. 
Woodbridge, New Jersey  07095                                                                              Superintendent of Schools 

Telephone:  (732) 602-8472 

Fax:  (732) 750-3493 

 

 

August 24, 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students of Woodbridge Township: 

 

In early July, the NJ Department of Education issued The Road Back guidance document with 

parameters requiring in-person learning for New Jersey’s 2500 schools.  In this original 

document, there was no option for districts to offer remote-only instruction to students. 

Woodbridge Township School District administrators worked diligently with community 

stakeholders to devise plans that would offer in-person instructional models following strict 

social distancing and cleaning measures.   

 

In early August, the NJ Department of Education reconsidered and permitted a remote-only 

instruction option for parents who would be uncomfortable sending their children to school 

buildings for in-person instruction.  This hybrid model offered parents the in-person and remote-

only options but did not offer that option to staff; nor did these guidelines allow for districts to be 

fully remote. 

 

In Mid-August the NJ Department of Education further amended the guidelines, which 

encouraged districts to open for in-person instruction as soon as possible unless the school 

district has a specific reason. In which case, the school year is permitted to begin fully remote. 

 

The Woodbridge Township School District re-entry plan that was submitted for state review and 

approval was required to conform to the guidance and requirements delineated within The Road 

Back.  Our plan attempts, to the fullest extent possible, to maintain a safe learning environment 

for students and staff under the current guidelines. Our plan was changed significantly with every 

new set of guidance from the NJ Department of Education. The plan has four levels of remote 

instruction, beginning with Phase I (fully remote) to Phase IV (fully in-person). Our plan for 

return in September 2020 began with us current Phase II, a hybrid of in-person and remote only 

instruction. Our Re-Entry Committee, administration, staff, parents, and community members all 

contributed to the creation of every version of the re-entry plan. We felt that the plan detailed 

how we could safely instruct students, both remotely and in-person, simultaneously. We also 

made it a priority to publicize our plan as early as possible to notify parents.  

 

Since our plan was released three weeks ago, the conditions have changed.  Under provisions of 

the COVID Act, schools staff members are able to apply for a leave of absence or work-from-

home accommodations for either health or child care issues. The Woodbridge Township School 

District Human Resources Department has received a great deal of requests since our plan was 

released. These requests come from staff members who are dedicated to teaching our children, 

but also have genuine concerns about the safety of their own families. The growing requests for 

leaves of absence from staff members poses great concerns for our attempt to offer in-person 

instruction. The impact these leaves have had on our in-person staff members, along with the 

inevitability of additional staff requests, has made in-person instruction unmanageable. 
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As a result, the Woodbridge Township School District will open the September 2020 school year 

fully remote. We will plan on fully remote instruction for at least the first month of school. At the 

end of September, we will evaluate our situation with the hope that we might transition to Phase 

II and open the district to offering hybrid instruction beginning on October 12. Parents and 

families will be receiving detailed information from principals regarding preparations for the first 

day of school scheduled for September 3, 2020. 

 

The Woodbridge Township School District wants our children and staff to return to school as 

soon as possible. We understand that there is no substitute for in-person instruction the way we 

all remember it before this terrible pandemic. We have analyzed every possible scenario that 

would allow us to return to some semblance of traditional school. But we cannot jeopardize the 

safety of our children and staff in an attempt to return to normal. We will be back at school soon, 

but we will only return when our schools can be properly managed and staffed. 

 

If you have any questions please email or call my office at: 

 

732.602.8472 

 

Or 

 

Robert.zega@woodbridge.k12.nj.us 

 

If you have any specific questions about your school, please contact your principal. 

 

Stay safe, 

 

Robert Zega, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Woodbridge Schools 
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