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August 24, 2020 
 
Dear Golden Eagle Parents, 
 
Welcome back to the start of another school year. Overall we had a great first week and we 
could not have been happier to have the students back in our schools. This correspondence 
provides some important announcements and reminders for a successful school year.  
 
Notification of Positive Cases 
First, it is important to recognize that we will have positive cases connected to our schools until 
there is a vaccine for this virus. We have several safety protocols in place and are prepared to 
handle positive cases in our schools. When a positive case is associated with a school, parents 
will receive a notification from the school principal indicating a positive case has been 
confirmed by the Department of Health. Due to privacy requirements, we will be unable to 
provide specific details concerning cases. If your child has been exposed and identified as a 
close contact, you will receive notification from the Department of Health with directions 
regarding a 14-day quarantine period. A close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of an 
individual for more than 15 minutes.  Simply being in the same room with someone who tests 
positive does NOT automatically create an exposure.  If a member of your family tests positive 
or your child is identified as a close contact, we would ask that you contact the school 
immediately so we can take appropriate action. 
 
Daily Health Screenings 
The CDC no longer recommends that schools conduct daily health screenings of students; 
however, parents are asked to assess their child every day before attending school. This 
screening checklist should be used to assist families with making school attendance decisions. 
Students who are experiencing any signs of a new illness must remain home from school until 
they are symptom free for 24 hours. We would ask that you stay in close contact with your 
medical provider regarding the need for testing or other interventions.  
 
Face Masks/Coverings 
We were extremely pleased with the level of participation with our students last week with all 
of our necessary safety precautions. We are aware that there are many reasonable and 
respectable viewpoints on face coverings, and the District is following the latest research, 
physician advice, and recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) released on July 23, 2020, specific to face coverings in schools.  Wearing a face covering 
allows our schools to stay open, our staff and students to stay healthy, and supports collective 
community efforts to reduce the incidence of the virus. We are HIGHLY ENCOURAGING face 
coverings to be worn when students are entering and exiting the school, working in groups, 
traveling on the bus, and transitioning in the hallways.  

https://5il.co/j9xu
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html


 
Community Spread 
We continue to monitor and are concerned about the significant increase in the number of 
active cases within our city and county.  It is our intent to keep our schools open for face-to-
face instruction as much as possible; however, families should always be prepared for an 
abrupt change in our schedule which could happen based on circumstances within individual 
buildings. We appreciate your cooperation with our need to limit school visitors and 
attendance at school events. We need everyone working together to stop the spread and help 
us maintain as “normal” of a school year as possible.  
 
Supplies 
We spent considerable time this summer attempting to identify vendors that had access to the 
volume of sanitizing supplies we feel we will need this school year. While we were able to 
secure most of what we need, we would appreciate donations of hand sanitizer or disinfecting 
wipes for our classrooms throughout the year. We know these items are difficult to find but 
wanted you to know that any donation would be greatly appreciated.   
 
Again, thank you for all of your help as we navigate these challenging times together. Now, 
more than ever, we need to work together in an effort to stay together. Your positivity, 
kindness, and support mean more to our staff than you will ever know. Stay safe and healthy.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Becky Guffin, Ed.D.  
Superintendent 
 
  
 


