
Marshall Schools Community,  

I have a few updates and Frequently Asked Questions that I would like to touch on as we head into 

Week 2 of the school year. 

First, let me say that it was good to have teachers back teaching and students back to begin being 

engaged in learning again whether that be at home through Remote or In-Person.  We still have a long 

way to go to where things are normal, but teachers teaching and students engaged in learning is 

something. 

At South School, I shared that our principal, Mrs. Morgan, would be out for 14 days that started on 

Thursday, due to being in close contact with someone outside the school environment that was Co-Vid 

positive.  At the time she was not symptomatic and was feeling fine.  Out of precaution, Mrs. Morgan 

did get tested, and has learned that she is positive as well.   Typically this is not information that can be 

shared regarding a staff member or student due to privacy rights, but she has asked me to share.  She is 

showing some symptoms, but says she is doing relatively well.  She will be working remotely during this 

time as she feels up to it and will be available via email or by phone.  I will also be assisting with 

administrative duties at South School on a daily basis. 

This leads to some of the frequently asked questions I would like to address. 

What will be shared with the public with regards to positives at school? 

We must balance the privacy rights of students and staff with regards to their health and what the 

students and parents need to know.  We will not be sharing every time a staff member is positive.  

When there is a staff member or student who is positive and has been at school, we will work with the 

Clark County Health Department on Contact Tracing.   The CCHD, through the contact tracing process, is 

looking for individuals who have been in close contact (less than 6 feet for 15 minutes or more) with the 

person who is positive.    The time period they are looking at begins 48 hours prior to the person who is 

positive showing symptoms.  If a student or staff member is identified through contact tracing as having 

been in close contact, the Clark County Health Department will contact them or their parent directly to 

tell them what they need to do with regards to quarantine (typically 14 days). So students and staff who 

have been identified through contact tracing as being in close contact with a person that is positive 

would be notified through Clark County Health Department in cooperation with Marshall Schools.  If 

someone has been in close contact, the Clark County Health Department can’t tell you who that contact 

was with without the permission of the positive individual due to the privacy rights of students and staff. 

We will share publicly if … 

- we have a situation like that of Mrs. Morgan’s where we have permission to share and feel 

that it is in the best interest of all to share. 

- we have a situation where there is a need to suspend activity of an athletic team (due to a 

need for more time to contact trace before allowing activity to resume, due to multiple 

positives and a need to limit the spread of the virus, or multiple quarantines among players 

and or coaches that limits the ability to carry on) 

- we have a need to suspend activity in a classroom, a building, or the district 

-due to a forced shutdown (Health Department, Governor, etc.) 



-due to safety concerns with local conditions or multiple positives in a concentrated 

area or outbreak (decided in cooperation with the Clark County Health Department) 

-multiple quarantine of staff that limits our ability to carry on 

  

The items listed above are not an exhaustive list, but are key examples of what we will be 

communicating. 

What would cause a staff member or student to be contact traced at school, aren’t they all wearing 

masks? 

Masks are being worn at almost all times by students and staff with limited exceptions the most 

common being when a student or staff member is eating/drinking or is outside and socially distanced (6 

feet apart). 

Contact tracing (decided on by the CDC and IDPH) only takes Close Contact or Social Distancing into 

consideration.  Our classrooms and lunch settings at each building are set up to have seating socially 

distanced as much as possible.  There are limited settings where this is not possible and other 

precautions have been taken, such as science labs at the high school have tables with seating 4 feet 

apart with the students wearing masks and a plexiglass divider between them.  Safety precautions are 

being taken, but this does not meet the Social Distancing definition and thus a student in one of these 

settings could have been in close contact and have to quarantine. 

While we try to keep students and staff socially distanced and keeping time to a minimum when they 

are not, no plan is perfectly executed so contact tracing could happen due to being in close contact 

despite best laid plans.   

Athletes in competition even in Cross Country, Golf, Baseball, and Softball, despite many safety 

measures in place, could be in close contact and get contact traced. 

We are trying to keep bus service available to the best of our ability.  That service is limited right now to 

keep to the best of our ability 1 person per seat or 2 if they are siblings.  Students and staff are always to 

be masked on busses.  Even with this in place, at most times socially distancing is not possible on a bus, 

so close contact and contact tracing are possible. 

Why do we have to do the Daily Health Certifications?  What should I do if I have symptoms?  Why 

does this effect my siblings? 

Everything about the rules for opening school right now errs on the side of caution with regards to 

staying home and keeping siblings or family members home if they are staff to limit the threat of the 

spread of CoVid. 

The Daily Health Certification is required of all schools in Illinois.  It is required with the intent that staff 

and students are considering their health status daily and erring on the side of caution with regards to 

coming to school if they are showing symptoms. Students and staff that don’t do the self-certification, 

are checked at school.  It is much better and allows students and staff to focus on teaching and learning 

if all are self-certified before coming to school.  Please help us with this. 



With regards to siblings and family members, the IDPH is advising that if a student is symptomatic in 

your home, that you should be cautious in sending the siblings as well until it has been determined by 

your medical professional what is going on.  As is stated on the Daily Health Certification… 

If symptoms are persistent, please contact your medical professional.  

 

If a Co-Vid 19 test is required, keep the student home until you are provided a result.  Contact the 

building principal or school nurse upon receiving a result to determine the next course of action.  If there 

are siblings in the home and a Co-Vid 19 test is required, the siblings should stay home as well until a 

result is determined.  In case of a positive test, Marshall Schools will work in cooperation with Clark 

County Health with regards to quarantine determination for your student and any siblings. 

 

If the symptoms the student is experiencing are due to something other than Co-Vid that is a normal 

condition for your student such as allergies or migraine headaches, please discuss with the building 

principal or school nurse (a medical release documenting the alternate diagnosis may be required).  If 

your student has symptoms that prove to be something other than Co-Vid such as a common cold or flu, 

please consult with your medical professional about a return to school medical release according to what 

the normal criteria is for that condition. 

 

If your answer is yes to your student having or being in contact with someone with CoVid, you will be 

asked if this has been in the last 14 days.  If in the last 14 days, or if you have not been cleared by County 

Health or your Medical Professional, contact the building principal or school nurse. 

 

 If as student has a temperature that is 100.4 or higher, wait up to 1 minute and retake.  If the 

temperature is still 100.4 or higher, please contact your building principal or school nurse. 

 

If a student becomes ill or symptomatic at school, we will utilize the same screening criteria.  If a student 

becomes symptomatic at school needs to be sent home, we will check-in and screen each of their siblings 

as well. 

How does Remote Learning Work if my student is absent or gets quarantined? 

One of the many reasons for having both In-Person and Remote Learning in place at the same time, is 

the reality that we will have students miss extended periods of In-Person learning due to illness or 

quarantine.  We are working hard to get both quality In-Person Learning and quality Remote Learning 

programs going.  Neither are perfect or even good yet.  Both will improve as we go along.  But the 

current state of learning is certainly better than last spring.  A student who is quarantined or ill can 

access Remote Learning immediately to try and maintain the continuity of learning.  Once cleared by 

Clark County Health and / or their Medical Professional, they may return immediately. 

When will Remote Learning Video Lessons begin? 



Teachers and staff are working diligently to get Remote Learning Video lessons going consistently this 

week.   

 

I hope this is helpful.  I will continue to try and keep you informed as the situation and conditions are 

ever changing. 

Thank you for your trust and patience.   

Kevin Ross 


