
Lebanon Public Schools 
Reopening Schools Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Health Related Questions 
 
Q. How will you prevent "super spreading" situations with teachers like specials teachers 
pushing in and breaking those cohorts? 
A. Teachers moving between cohorts of students will wash their hands, wear face masks and 
maximize social distances to the extent possible.  We have hand sanitizers available for teacher 
and student use in the classrooms and throughout the schools.  
 
Q. How will behavior be handled for kids that may refuse to wear a mask? 
A. Wearing masks is a health and safety requirement.  We will work with students and their 
parent to determine why they are w=refusing to wear masks.  If there is not an acceptable 
medical reason, they student will need to wear a mask in order to remain in school. 
 
Q. How will distancing be handled in the Lyman lunch room with the 2 lunch waves and no 
masks while eating? 
A. Lunches at Lyman will be approximately 70-75 kids per wave. Our cafeteria holds over 200 
people so we are able to space students out.  We are also setting tables up outside in our 
courtyard for students to eat outside 
 
Q. How many masks breaks will the children have? 
A. There are two scheduled mask breaks for LES students.  LES students will also take off their 
masks while eating and at recess while outside and socially distanced.  Middle and high school 
students will get their breaks at lunch and with outside activities. 
 
Q. Will adult staff members have the option to wear n95 masks considering they are at a much 
high risk? 
A. Yes, teachers can wear N95 masks.  The district will provide them if need for specific staff 
members, such as school nurses. 
 
Q. Are masks being provided for staff as well? 
A. Masks are a shared responsibility, but the district does have masks for staff. 
 
Q. Why is the school not requiring surgical masks? Healthcare systems in CT have banned cloth 
masks for visitors & patients.  They require surgical masks.  
A. Perhaps the requirements are different for schools and medical facilities.  We are meeting 
the requirements for reopening school. 
 
Q. If a child has a mask waiver & has covid....what prevents them from coughing on my child? 
A. Students and staff known to have COVID-19 are not allowed to attend school until they meet 
the requirements for returning. 
 



 
Q. If a student tests positive for Covid-19; what will be the protocol?  Does the classroom or 
school self-quarantine? 
A. If a student tests positive for COVID-19, the parent should notify the school as soon as 
possible. We will consult with Uncas Health District and contact the parents of the children 
exposed to the student to let them know they should contact a health care provider and the 
student should quarantine for 14 days. 
 
Q. Do you have enough nurses in the district to triage, contain & handle potential + children? 
A. Each school has 1 nurse and we do have substitute nurses that we can call in if needed.  If 
anyone is an RN and would like to be a substitute nurse, please contact the superintendent’s 
office. 
 
Q. Please clarify the time out of school if a child has symptoms - the document being shared 
says 10 days, not 10 school days as Mr. Angeli is stating. 
A. Sorry if I caused confusion.  It is 10 days, not 10 school days in those instances.   
 
Q. If a student or member of the staff tests positive for covid how will this be communicated to 
the community? 
A. We will consult with Uncas Health District.  A letter will be sent to parents and guardians 
letting everyone know and what the response will be by the district.  This will be communicated 
to Town elected officials, the Emergency Response Director and local emergency responders.  
 
Q. For those of us with children in multiple schools - if 1 child has symptoms/has to be out of 
school, can the other child still attend?  Do I need to notify the other school etc? 
A. If there is reason to believe the child having symptoms does have COVID-19 consult a health 
care provider.  All other children in the home should quarantine.  Notify the schools if there is a 
positive test for COVID-19. 
 
Q.  Do you have any policy or protocol in place for students traveling out of state? 
A.  Follow the state travel advisory.  Quarantine for 14 days if you have traveled to a restricted 
state. 
 
Q. Is it truly safe for our children to remove their masks to eat their lunch in the classroom – the 
very classroom where they have had to wear their masks during class to mitigate the possible 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus? 
A. Anytime or place a student or staff member takes off their masks, there can be an increased 
possibility of exposure. This is why we are doing this in controlled spaces or outside. 
 
Q. With regards to the Hybrid model, how do we separate groups of students, “school cohorts,” 
four days a week on the school bus? All Middle School and High School students on a given 
route take the bus together – this pre-COVID-19 way of transporting students seems to defeat a 
prime objective of keeping the school cohorts in the three District schools separate – that the 
transmission of the virus from person to person might be mitigated. 



A. We are following the transportation guidance provided by the state.   There is some inherent 
inconsistency with this, but there is increased spacing on the bus during hybrid. 
 
Q. Why has the school chosen not to use the 6ft of social distancing that the CDC recommends? 
A. We are striving to reach the 6ft social distancing as much as possible.  It is not a state 
requirement for reopening. 
 

Daily Symptom Checklist 
for 

Lebanon Public Schools Students and Staff 

 

Anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19 or who may have been exposed to 
COVID-19 should not be at school. 

 

1. Does the person (student or staff member) have any of these symptoms? 

● Fever (100.0 or higher) or chills 
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
● New cough 
● New loss of taste or smell 
● Sore throat 
● Congestion or runny nose 
● Muscle or body aches 
● Extreme fatigue 
● New onset of severe headache 
● Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea 
● New skin rash (undiagnosed) 

 

If a person has any of these symptoms, they should stay home, stay away from other 
people, and consider calling their health care provider. 

Seek emergency care for:   

- Trouble breathing 
- Persistent pain or pressure in the chest 
- New confusion 



- Inability to wake or stay awake 
- Bluish lips or face 

 

2.  Has the person had close contact (within 6 feet for at least 15 minutes) in the last 14 days 
with someone diagnosed or suspected of having COVID-19? 

❏ No 
❏ Yes -  This person should not be at school. They can return 14 days after the last time he or she 

had close contact with someone with COVID-19, or as listed below. 
 
3. Since they were last at school, has this person traveled out of state? 

❏ No 
❏ Yes  - Please see CT.Gov/travel - if returning from a high risk area, they                         may  

have to quarantine for 14 days prior to returning to school. 
 

4. Since they were last at school, has this person been diagnosed with        COVID-19? 

❏ No 
❏ Yes    If a student or staff member is diagnosed with COVID-19 based on a positive test, or 

based on their symptoms, they should not be at school and should stay at home until they meet 
the criteria below. 

Returning to School 

COVID Symptoms/No test/or Positive Test 

● Out 10 days from the day symptoms began. 
● 24 hours have passed since temp returned to normal with no fever-reducing medication. 
● Symptoms have improved 

 

Positive  COVID-19 test/ no symptoms 

● They should remain out of school until 10 days have passed since the date of the positive test. 
 

Pending Test Results 

● If tested, do not return to school until test results are final. 
 

Routine Illness     (Subject to change with school or community COVID spread) 

● Follow routine school guidelines: 
● 24 hours fever free (without fever-reducing medication) 



● 24 hours after vomiting or diarrhea have stopped 
● 24 hours after starting an antibiotic (ex.for strep throat) 
● Feeling better and symptoms have improved for 24 hours 
● Cough and Runny Nose/Secretions are improved and controlled 
● Allergy symptoms controlled and improved 
● May return any time with a note from the Healthcare Provider 

 

Close Contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19/Travel out of CT. 

They should remain out of school for 14 days since the last date  of contact, or return to CT. If they 
develop symptoms, they must quarantine for 10 days from the start of symptoms. 

Updated 8/10/20 per CDC  

 
Academic and School Programs 
 
Q. Will there be free or reduced lunches this year? If so when do we get the paperwork? 
A. Yes, there will be paid, free and reduced price lunches.  This information has been sent from 
each school.  Please contact your school if you have not received it. 
 
Q. At LES and other schools will the at home synchronous activities be handled by the same 
teacher they have for their in-classroom days or will they have separate teachers for each? 
A. Yes, at LES and all schools, the same teacher will be assigned with your child Monday-Friday. 
 
Q. Can you clarify? Are students expected to be online during the whole school day? 
A. The high school students will follow their schedule of classes, but virtually, when distance 
learning.  There could be periodic exceptions due to lesson specifics. An example might be a PE 
class the outside with no WiFi access.  The teacher will communicate with the students when 
this will be happening and provide alternative assignments for that class session for the 
distance learning students. 
 
Middle school will be similar to the high school.  There could be adjustments to more 
asynchronous work for younger LMS students. 
 
Elementary school will be different from the middle and high school due to the age and 
developmental levels of young students.  There should be daily synchronous activities, but 
there will also be a mix of online and “pencil and paper” asynchronous activities. 
 
Q. When are the schedules coming out in mail and on PowerSchool? 
A. This process has already started.  If you have not received schedule information or class 
assignments please contact the school. 
 



Q. How will teachers maintain both? Will the livestream be more like "watching" rather than 
"interactive" for distance learners? 
A. Synchronous activities can be interactive when done through some of the Google apps such 
as Google Meet, Google Classroom and Google Hangout. 
 
Q. So for elementary students who are distance learning, it is optional to participate in 
synchronous learning? 
A. Parents, students and educators are in agreement that more synchronous activities ware 
needed based on the distance learning program we provided last spring.  Parents and educators 
have asked for accountability by having scheduled synchronous activities.  These are not 
optional.  We will work with families that are unable to meet the synchronous requirements 
due to family schedules and other constraints. 
 
Q. Will we be able to purchase the insurance for the Chromebooks at LES now that the kids are 
bringing them back and forth? Like what we do at LMS and Lyman. 
A. Yes.  The district will offer the insurance to all parents.  The information will come from the 
schools. 
 
Q. If our kids are hybrid, and decide to do home schooling is there a penalty? 
A. There is no penalty if a parent changes their mind about sending a child to school.  To be 
clear, the option is for distance learning if you want to keep your children enrolled in the 
Lebanon Public Schools and have us provide the educational program.  We ask that you give us 
1 week notice once school starts.  Homeschooling is when parents withdraw their child and 
provide the educational program. 
 
Q. Will there be a supply list sent out? Example, binders for classes. 
A. Schools provide many supplies.  Things students may need to get will be communicated by 
the schools or by teachers of specific courses that the student is taking. 
 
Q. For sports, will kids doing distance learning need to be brought to school every day for 
practice? 
A. Yes, the district will not be providing transportation. 
 
Q. Are all classes still being offered at the high school? (ex. weight lifting) 
A. We are not eliminating any classes at Lyman or our other schools. 
 
Q. Do we have the technology and bandwidth to do this and how many classrooms will be live-
streamed at a time? If we do have the technology and bandwidth to do this, have we tested the 
process to ensure that it works? How many classes can we stream at once without 
degradation? 
A. Our internet access is robust and should be able to handle the workload.  We will not fully 
know this until we are actually doing it.  This is one of the reasons we want to start with early 
release days.  Early release provides time discuss what is working and what is not, and to plan 
improvements. 



Q. When the kids are home DL is it possible for them to do the pledge of allegiance, and hear 
morning announcements so they are abreast of what’s going on in school? 
A. Depending on which school, various parts of the day will be conducted synchronously.  Daily 
and other announcements will be shared with students who are distance learning. 
Q. Will 504 Plan and Planning and Placement Team meetings be set up either via phone/ in 
person/ or virtual to address accommodations. 
A. We plan to hold these meeting virtually, unless there is a reason to meet in person. 
 
Q. Because we will have a distance learning model in place, will we be able to utilize that to 
avoid missed school due to inclement weather 
A. Unfortunately, if we have students coming to school and we had to cancel due to weather, 
we would not be able to hold school virtually to make up the day.  However, if we are in an all 
distance learning model at the time when school would be canceled, we could hold distance 
learning and not lose the day. 
 
Q. When do we hear about middle school soccer, I haven’t heard anything about sign ups,  
tryouts, etc. (for new players) like 6th graders? How will we know? 
A. Having middle and high school sports is still an unsettled matter.  The CIAC is working with 
the Department of Health on how to keep athletes safe.  More information will be coming. 
 
Transportation 
 
Q. Do siblings have to sit together on the bus? 
A. No, but they have the option to sit together. 
 
Q. If students are in the same cohort at school (same grade, same class) would they be allowed 
to sit together on the bus? 
A. The bus driver would not necessarily know which students are in the same cohort, so we will 
spread the students out on the bus. 
 
Facilities and Cleaning 
 
Q. How often will shared surfaces be disinfected throughout the day? 
A. Cleaning shared surfaces will be ongoing throughout the day. 
 
Q. What product is being used to clean surfaces? What is the dry time?  
Is there adequate transition time to fully let the disinfectant dry to effectively kill viruses? 
A. We are using Betco green earth peroxide for sanitizing, and Betco PH7Q dual for disinfectant. 
Alcohol wipes are being placed in classrooms for desks. All products used are approved by the 
CDC.  Dry time for alcohol wipes is also instantaneous.  Other chemicals are 10 minutes.  These 
will be used for lavatories, at the end of the day, on distance learning Wednesdays.  They 
should not impact transitions. 
 
 



Q. How will gym class equipment be safely shared so not to cause cross contamination? 
A. Equipment shared from class to class will be wiped done with alcohol wipes. 
 
Q. Why are the schools opening if they don't have proper ventilation? 
A. School districts are not required to undertake major renovation or upgrades to their schools 
and existing ventilation systems.  We are working to maximize the effectiveness of the existing 
system at each school. 
 
Q. How are we paying for new equipment?  Are school services being cut, or will there be a 
town meeting to request additional budget? 
A. The overall financial impact is not known.  We filled out a survey for the state letting them 
know our estimated costs.  This information will be used to provide additional funding for 
reopening.  The Town has set up an account for COVID-19 related expenses.  The school district 
will have access to these funds. We could also get access to FEMA funding through the Town. 
 
Other 
 
Q. If, during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the School District is comfortable enough to have 
our children resume in-school learning via the Hybrid model…why is this informational meeting 
regarding the School District Reopening Plan – a meeting two weeks before the proposed start 
of the school year – being held virtually? 
A. Because not all parents feel comfortable sending their children to school and we wanted to 
provide all parents access to the meeting. 
 
 


