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Governor’s Clarification 
Face Coverings in Schools 

 
Dear Glendive Parents and Students, 
 
We finally got some more information from the Governor’s office in regards to face coverings.  Below is an email from 
McCall Flynn, Education Policy Advisor to Governor Bullock.   
 

From: "Flynn, McCall" <MFlynn@mt.gov> 
Date: Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 2:10 PM 

 
Subject: Clarification 
 
Good afternoon- 
 
We know there has been some confusion around application of the mask mandate. I'm sending a response that will be included in a 
FAQ that outlines a very narrow allowance that applies only when students are seated in a classroom and social distancing is strictly 
observed. I hope this provides the clarification that you've requested. 
 
If children in a school are socially distanced and in seats, can they remove their face coverings?  
 
On August 12, Governor Bullock extended the July 15 Directive requiring face masks in certain indoor and outdoor settings to 
include public and private k-12 schools. The August 12 Directive requires students and staff to wear face coverings in all areas of 
the school. While children are encouraged to wear masks at all times, schools may allow children to remove their masks if 
they are seated and socially distanced in a classroom. This is a narrow allowance. Social distancing is defined as having 6 feet 
of spacing from any other person-in other words, this flexibility is permissible only where such spacing is strictly observed. 
Doing so may require reduced classroom capacity. The flexibility described here applies only to classrooms where social 
distancing can occur and when children are seated at their desks. If a teacher is working one on one with a student, both 
teacher and student must wear a mask. If students are working in small groups, they must be wearing masks. 
 
The flexibility described here is only available where county health departments have not instituted more stringent 
requirements. Local officials and individual school districts may impose more restrictive requirements as they deem appropriate for 
local circumstances. Here is the relevant language, reproduced in both the July 15 and August 12 Directives: "In the interest of 
uniformity of laws and to prevent the spread of disease, all inconsistent local government health ordinances or orders are preempted 
by this Directive, but only to the extent they are less restrictive. Counties, cities, and towns may adopt more restrictive ordinances." 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks, 
McCall Flynn 
Education Policy Advisor 
Office of Governor Steve Bullock 
State of Montana 
406-444-3188 
mflynn@mt.gov 

 
This means that we will be going back to our original plan to allow for students/staff to take off their face coverings if 
social distancing can be maintained.  Face Shields will still be available for anyone that would still like to wear them while 
social distancing can be maintained.  Thank you for your patience and understanding with all these constant changes. 
We are really looking forward to having students back in the buildings next week! 
 
 
 

 


