
 
 
 

 Frequently Asked Questions 
At-School/In-Person Learning 
 

The following questions and answers are intended to help parents/guardians learn more about 
Justus-Tiawah’s At-School/In-Person option for the 2020-21 school year. As always, this information is 
subject to change at any time. There are still many more questions to be answered, so please check this 
page regularly for new answers and updates.  
 
When is the first day of school?  
 
Right now, the first day of school is Wednesday, August 26. Instructional Calendar 2020-21  
 
What is the difference between “distance learning” and the “virtual option”? 
 
In the event of a site or district closure, students attending school in-person will transition to distance 
learning. Distance learning classes are taught by the same JT teacher as the in-person class and will 
continue to follow the established JT curriculum.  
 
In the virtual option-also known as the Wildcat Virtual Program-students opt-in at the beginning of the 
quarter and take all classes online for the remainder of the quarter regardless of whether school sites are 
open or closed. The curriculum in the Wildcat Virtual Program is generated mostly by Pathblazer (K-5) or 
Edgenuity (6-8), A supplemental program called Exact Path will be used by students K-8 to help fill 
previous gaps of skills a student may have. A JT teacher monitors students' progress and is available via 
email, however, the JT teacher is not leading the class or posting assignments. All course work is assigned 
and completed mostly through the Pathblazer or Edgenuity platform. Click here to view the FAQ page 
about the Wildcat Virtual Program.  
 
What will drop-off and dismissal be like this year? 
 
The drop-off and dismissal process for parents will be very similar as it was last year at both 
campuses.  North campus will be similar to last year where you entered through the road north 
of the campus and staff will scan your QR code that has your child/children’s information. 
Because we are trying to avoid large groups and keep kids in the same cohort as much as 
possible. The difference will be that the students will remain in their classes until his/her name 
shows up in the que.  As always, we ask that you are patient as we get this new year started.  It 
is recommended that parents have some calming music. 
 

https://5il.co/jeqd
https://5il.co/jy9t


What will the buses be like this year? 
 
Regardless of age or grade level, all students are required to wear a mask while riding on a bus. All JT bus 
drivers are required to wear a mask. Because socially distancing on a bus is more difficult, masks for all 
riders and drivers are important in helping to contain respiratory droplets and stop the spread of the virus. 
When possible, windows will be open for air circulation.  All JT buses will have extra masks and hand 
sanitizer on board. Buses will be cleaned and disinfected after morning routes are completed and again 
when afternoon routes are completed. 
We are going to try and do the following as students board to limit the close distance exposure.  As the 
first students board the bus, they should sit in the back row.  As the next students board they should sit 
two seats from the back and opposite aile from those seated to the back.  This continues the same way 
until it reaches the front of the bus.  The next students will board and sit in the empty back seat and the 
process starts again.  As school starts, seating charts will be assigned. Sibling will sit with each other. 
Because riding the bus is a privilege, failure to adhere to the mask rule or any bus disruption such as not 
listening to the driver will result in immediate loss of bus privileges. 
 

 
 
 
If a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, how will they know when 
to return to school?  
 
Sick students and staff members should not return to school until they have met the CDC criteria to 
discontinue home isolation. Here is a helpful guide from the CDC website:  
 
I think or I know I had COVID-19 and I have had symptoms 
 
You can return to school after:  
 

● At least 10 days since symptoms first appeared AND 
● At least 3 days with no fever without fever-reducing medication AND 
● Symptoms have improved 

 
I tested positive for COVID-19 but I had no symptoms: 
 
If you continue to have no symptoms, you can return to school after:  
 

● 10 days have passed since the test 
 
Source: CDC website- When you can be around others after you had or likely had COVID-19 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html


Will parents be notified if their child has been in direct contact or close contact with 
an individual who tested positive for COVID-19? 
 
Yes, the parents will be notified. While JT must adhere to confidentiality requirements of health 
information, parents will be notified and provided with as much information as possible.  
 
Will parents be notified when any student at their child’s school has tested positive 
for COVID-19?  
 
No. Parents will only be notified if their child has been in close contact with someone who has tested 
positive. In cases of secondary or incidental contact, there is no need for quarantine or for any additional 
action to be taken.  
 
“Close contact” is defined by the CDC as being near a positive individual at a distance of six feet or less 
for more than 15 minutes.  
 
Should parents notify the school site if their child or someone in the family has 
tested positive for COVID-19? 
 
Yes. Parents are asked to notify the school and the child should not return to school until they have met 
the CDC criteria to discontinue home isolation.  
 
How will the school week be different this year? 
 
Beginning in September, for the 2020-21 school year, Fridays will be Distance Learning Days for all JT 
students. Students will stay home on these dates to participate in distance learning. Teachers Will notify 
students of assignments ahead of time or via Google Classroom or other digital platforms. On these dates, 
students enrolled in the Wildcat Virtual Program (all virtual options) will continue their coursework as 
normal, while students enrolled in the At-school option or Blended Learning Option will participate in 
distance learning.  
 
JT staff members will still collaborate on these dates, but students will not attend school in-person at any 
time during these dates.  
 
How will the mask requirement for staff and students be enforced?  
 
The Board of Education will adopt a policy governing mask-wearing for students, staff, and visitors.  
 
Students will be required to wear masks in common areas (hallways, library etc.) where social distancing 
is difficult. Mask may be required in classrooms where practical social distancing cannot be achieved or 
at the teacher’s discretion. 



 
Will students have their temperature taken upon arrival at school? 
 
No. It is not feasible or efficient for staff members to check temperatures of students every day. It is more 
practical for parents to check temperatures at home and monitor students for symptoms. Children should 
not be allowed to go to school if they are running a fever or displaying symptoms. Parents will be asked to 
sign a folder daily acknowledging that their child is not running a fever nor showing COVID-19 
symptoms.  
 
What will the cafeteria look like this year? 
 
It will look great since it was painted this summer.  We have purchased extra tables and chairs to space 
students in the cafeteria.  We have reversed the entry into the cafeteria so those students who bring their 
lunch can go directly to the cafeteria.  Lunch pick-up will be a grab and go style where all students will 
receive all options. 
  
Will student movement in the buildings be different this year? 
 
Yes, for added precaution, student movement will be different this year.  Bathrooms will be limited as to 
how many students are allowed.  What this looks like is different by building.  Information about this will 
be communicated at the virtual-back-to-school. 
 
Will JT make Chromebooks available to students to students who transition from 
at-school learning to distance learning?  
 
Yes, JT is working to have a plan in place for students to have access to devices at home on a more 
consistent basis.  Eventually, all 6th-8th grades will have their own school device.  PK-5th is to have carts 
of devices to share among their grade.  However because we have recently found out that our new devices 
we ordered this summer may not be in until November, we are asking families if they have their own 
devices (chromebook, lap-top, desk-top, etc.) to use those devices.  The district has created a Bring Your 
Own Device policy in the meantime should teachers allow this in their classrooms.  If needed when we 
have distance learning days or if we have to go to distance learning, parents may lease devices and/or 
hot-spots.  There is a $25 per student per year technology lease fee.  It is our belief that students only 
using a cell phone for a device will not be sufficient for their learning.  

If a Pre-K parent chooses not to send their student to school in the fall, will they lose 
their spot for the spring or can they stay home in the fall and return in the spring?  
 
Parents may contact the superintendent’s office to be placed on a waiting list for the spring semester. 
Space is not guaranteed.  
 



Will field trips take place during the fall semester?  
 
Field trips will not be scheduled until further notice. Teachers will be encouraged to pursue virtual options 
for students whenever possible. Of course, this guidance could change based on the nature of the 
pandemic.  
 
 
Will students have recess?  
 
Yes. Each site will determine what recess will look like and if/how any restrictions need to be put in 
place. If students are generally able to social distance, masks will not be required at recess.  
 
If a student tests positive will only students in surrounding desks need to quarantine 
or will every student in the classroom be required to quarantine? 
 
Once a positive case is confirmed, JT will conduct thorough contract tracing and work as quickly as 
possible to determine which students had close contact with the positive student. Seating charts in class, 
on buses, and in the cafeteria will help JT determine which students were in close contact. Seating charts 
will be required in all classrooms and will play a key role in the contact tracing process.  
 
“Close contact” is defined by the CDC as being near a positive individual at  a distance of six feet or less 
for more than 15 minutes.  
 
What happens when a teacher tests positive?  Does the entire class need to stay 
home for 14 days? Will those students immediately transition to distance learning? 
 
Those students determined to have close contact with the teacher will be required to quarantine and 
transition to distance learning. As stated in the answer above, JT will conduct through contact tracing to 
determine which individuals had close contact. Those with close contact will be notified.  
 
What if a student misses more than 10 days in a semester due to illness or possible 
contact with someone who has COVID-19? Will this result in students being held 
back or referral to the District Attorney?  
 
No. Both school board policy and state guidelines governing chronic absenteeism allow for exceptions 
based on serious illness. Students who are required to quarantine or who are ill due to COVID-19 will not 
be penalized.  
 
 
 
 



If school is disrupted, will meals be available for students/families to pick-up? 
 
Child nutrition services operate under federal guidelines. Meals will be provided for pick-up during 
distance learning periods as long as this method of service continues to be allowed. Different from the 
summer grab-and-go meals students will only be able to pick up meals at districts in which they are 
enrolled.  
 
Will extra masks be made available to students riding the bus?  
 
Students should provide their own mask or face covering and bring it to the bus stop each day. The mask 
or face covering should be treated just like a backpack or an article of clothing-don’t leave home without 
it. For those who forget, masks will be available on buses in limited quantities.  
 
Will visitors be allowed in school buildings?  
 
Visitors, including parents/guardians, will not be allowed past the school’s front office.  
 
What if I cannot attend the Supply Drop-off/ Schedule pick-up? 
  
We will look forward to seeing your child/children on Wednesday.  Although you will not have the Daily 
Home Screening form, we ask that you sign a note Wednesday morning acknowledging you have 
performed the screening as follows: 

If your student exhibits any of the following symptoms outside of their normal, you must keep them 
home. 

Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken 
New uncontrolled cough 
Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain 
New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 
Close contact with COVID19 patient 

 
 
 
 
 
 


