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The Montana Board of Regents and Higher Education has 

just authorized 100% undergraduate tuition waivers for all 

members of the Montana Army National Guard.  We believe 

this is one of the greatest opportunities for the young adults 

of Montana to take advantage of and would be remiss for 

not getting the details into your hands.  Education is a key 

feature to unlocking the success potential of the next gener-

ation and the 100% undergraduate tuition waiver oppor-

tunity is unprecedented.  

 

As a community we are obligated to assist our young adults 

with seeking out the very best options and opportunities for 

their future.  Many of us know all too well the confusion of 

information, difficulties in application and stress of the un-

known that surrounds our current marketplace.  It's safe to 

say our young people face a diverse set of challenges just 

getting out of the gates in life.  As such, it is our privilege 

and responsibility to inform you of the unique features and 

benefits of the Montana Army National Guard. 

 

We are looking for young men and women who are quali-

fied to take advantage of such an opportunity and use their 

options to gain success for themselves, their communities 

and the great State of Montana.  Below is a list of features 

and benefits your son or daughter may be able to take ad-

vantage of: 

 

*       100% undergraduate tuition waived per Montana 

Board of Regents and Higher Education Policy 940.13 - Tui-

tion Waivers and Discounts 

*       Up to a $20,000 sign on bonus for certain jobs 

*       Federal Tuition Assistance 

*       Student Loan Repayment Program 

*       GI Bill 

*       Tricare Health Insurance and Guaranteed Life Insur-

ance Options 

*       VA Home Loan 

*       Pension and Retirement Investing Options 

*       Leadership, Hands on Experience, Pride of Belonging 

*       Job Skill Training 

 

Options and opportunities change every day.  On behalf of 

the Governor of Montana we encourage you, to act on this 

information as soon as possible.  The Montana Army Na-

tional Guard is in the process of accepting applications and 

should you and your student choose to pursue the very 

best way to fund their future we suggest you take the fol-

lowing actions.  Call or email SSG Jereme Roodhouse at 

406-852-0859 or jereme.p.roodhouse.mil@mail.mil.  

Opportunity for Students 

mailto:jereme.p.roodhouse.mil@mail.mil


Happy October! 
 
As always at this time of year, I would like to re-
mind everyone one that the weather is starting to 
change.  Please get prepared for the cold days 
ahead. Get out the warm clothing and have them 
ready to roll. If you need help with tracking down 
warm clothing for your child, give Donna Coff-
man a call at (406)726-3216 and she can help 
you.  
 
During the month of October we will be focusing 
on BUS SAFETY with our students.  Riding the 
bus is a privilege, and as a school and communi-
ty we need to focus on providing CLEAR expec-
tations for our students.  Bus drivers have the 
most difficult task in this district. Think about it: 
Rain, snow, wind, blizzards, etc. they work hard 
to get our kids to and from school safely.  It is 
our job as parents/guardians/principals/teachers 
to make sure our students are respecting the 
bus and driver and keeping the trip to and from 
school as safe as possible.   
 
On a different note:  I was able to spend a little 
time in the kindergarten classrooms this morn-
ing.  I noticed many of our kindergarteners have 
little to no experience with coloring.  Now, I have 
to admit, I am not an avid colorer, nor am I crea-
tive, but I constantly encourage all my children 
(the one at home and the many at school) to col-
or, create, draw, etc.  Here are 3 reasons why:   

 
1).  Coloring improves motor skills and with 
strong motor skills, life is so much simpler.  Chil-
dren with strong motor skills do not struggle so 
much with handwriting, simple daily tasks, and, 
yes, even dribble the basketball better.   
 
2).  Coloring helps improve spatial relations skills 
which increases our cognitive develop-
ment.   Coloring teaches children about lines, 
shapes, colors/hues, perspectives, patterns and 
forms in a fun way.  
 
3). Coloring relieves stress.  Often times when 
we have a young stressed out child in the office. 
Carolyn will hand them a piece of white paper 
and some crayons.  It is amazing how just allow-
ing some time for a child to draw and color helps 
diffuse the situation.  
 
Coloring and drawing is a great way to support 
your child’s brain development at home. Sit 
down with a color book or a blank piece of paper 
(whatever you prefer) and color with your 
child.  It is amazing what you can learn while col-
oring. It also will help with your child’s brain de-
velopment while also getting those creative juic-
es flowing.   
Have a GREAT October!  
 

-Principal Anne Tanner 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 

Missoula Children's Theatre Production this year is "Gulliver's Travels." 
Important Dates to Remember: 
MCT Week: Monday Nov. 18th- Sat. Nov. 23rd 
 
~Tuesday, Nov. 12th: Permission Slips Sent Home 
~Thursday, Nov. 14th: Permission Slips Returned 
~Auditions: Mon. Nov. 18th 4:05 in 3-6 Commons Area 
~Practice all week 
~Performance Sat. Nov. 23rd at 7:00pm 

MISSOULA CHILDREN’S THEATER 





Greetings from the Junior High!  Staff & students are well on the way for another great year. 
 

First quarter mid-term ended on Thursday, September 26. Mid-term report cards should be mailed out on 
Wednesday, October 2.   
  
The mid-term progress report gives you a snapshot of how your child is doing.  Throughout the quarter some 
classes hand out a progress report to the students to take home.  If parents sign these forms and students 
return them to their class, they could receive extra credit which comes in handy.  You can see your child pro-
gress along with other information through our Infinite Campus student software. If you have not signed up, 
please contact our network department at 726-3216 ext. 2411 or email Michelle at 
mwieler@arleeschools.org.  It’s a great way to peek at your child's progress in different areas throughout the 
year.  
  
Student pictures will be on Thursday, October 10. Please keep a look out for picture form from your 
child.  Payment for pictures are due on picture day. You can also go online at lifetouch.com and pay with a 
credit card.  Remember if you do this you will also need to print off the acceptance letter with the code and 
send it with your child that day.  
  
 Congratulations to the new Student Council! This year's presidential vote was the closest in memory. The 
three candidates were only a couple of votes apart! 
Our new President is Harli Kinney, Vice President is Taeo Weaver-Belcourt and Secretary is Brody 
Smith.  Class representatives for 8th grade are Imperial BigSam and Leo Leach.  Chayton Bartell and Cayden 
Clark will represent the 7th grade.  These students are the voice of the junior high, the social planners for the 
year, role models, and leaders that lend a helping hand. Being on the council is a special honor as they are 
voted on by the student body.    
 

During Community Groups on September 24th we had a guest speaker come in and talk with the 7th and 8th 
graders about the dangers of vaping. Luka Kinard is a 16-year-old North Carolina boy who has received na-
tional attention for undergoing substance abuse rehab due to nicotine addiction from vaping. The kids were 
very engaged and asked great questions. There was also an article in the Missoulian on September 24th that 
provides some feedback from the kids. You can access the article online through the Missoulian.  
 

October starts out busy with Arlee School’s Homecoming the second week! Parents & family get your spirit 
gear ready and support our kids.  It is a fun week of activities and “spirit week”. Each day of that week stu-
dents and staff have a dress theme. Daily spirit counts take place and each homeroom class competes 
against the other for the awesome “Muppet Spirit Stick”.   Winning the spirit stick is such an honor the stick 
mysteriously disappears sometimes but always is found in time for the next spirit competition. There will be 
pep rallies throughout the year and again homerooms compete against each other.  It is a blast and parents 
are welcome to attend. What a fun way to see our kids stretch their limits and step outside of the norm for a 
fun competition. 
 

The junior high staff wishes you all a fun and safe start of fall.  Also remember to practice safety as the day-
light hours are getting shorter and the students are waiting for their bus in the early morning hours.  



HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

We are half way through the first quarter of the 2019-2020 school year with 
mid-terms going out the week of October 1.  Currently, looking at grades, it 
seems that the majority of students are being successful in their classes. This is 
a positive result since Arlee Schools require 24 credits to graduate.  As we have 
told our high school students on a consistent basis, they want to be successful 
in all their classes because if they are not successful, they have to retake the 
same class again. 

We had our first Friday, on September 6 and we were very proud of our attend-
ance that day.  In the high school, only seven students were absent, while in the 
junior high, 17 students were absent.  We have our next Friday school day on 
October 4. 

Each year, we contract with Interquest Canines which is a company in Montana 
that brings drug dogs into schools, companies, prisons and other locations.  Our 
contract calls for ten visits to Arlee School District to check for drugs, alcohol, to-
bacco and other illegal items.  Unfortunately, at the first visit by this company, 
we had three hits and found drugs and drug paraphernalia on school property. 

Homecoming is coming up on the week of October 7-11.  Lots of activities are 
planned for the week involving all students K-12 with the Homecoming football 
game vs Mission on the 11th.  Watch the reader board for information on the 
week’s activities. 

Vaping and Juuls have become very popular with today’s teens and have been 
seen in Arlee.  If you have been watching the news, there are some serious 
problems with the use of these items.  Many young people have become very 

sick with lung issues that can cause death. If 
you know of students that may be using, 
please talk to them about these potential ill-
nesses. 

- Principal Jim Taylor 

- Vice Principal Don Holst 



Arlee High students are off and running for the 
2019-2020 school year!  If anyone wishes to 
read the daily HS announcements each day to 
see what we are up to, go to our school website 
at www.arleeschools.org.  Click on Schools, then 
High School, then Daily Announcements.  This 
will give you an idea of what’s happening plus 
upcoming activities/events. 

Students are required to turn in forms at the be-
ginning of the year and we are still missing quite 
a few.  These names are listed in the daily an-
nouncements, so if your child is on this list, 
please remind him/her to come to the office to 
see what they are missing. 

We did conduct a drawing for a $100 gift card 
for the people who got all their forms in ear-
ly.  Congratulations to Junior Kiya Ironshell on 
winning this!!  Also congrats to Peyton Lam-
merding and Patience Bunce on winning sec-
ond place and receiving a free movie ticket. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 15, our band and choir will 
showcase their talents in this year’s first High 
School concert starting at 7 PM in the old HS 
gym.  Ms. Bethany Ordiniza is our music direc-
tor. We would love for parents and community 
members to come listen to these talented stu-
dents. Admission is FREE! 

There will be no school on Thursday, Oct. 17, 
due to teachers attending conventions.   

 
NEW HS STAFF: 

We have one new staff member at AHS this year 
who actually taught Special Ed here a couple 
years back.  Ms. Starla Dugger has returned as 
our Title I /Reading Specialist for the HS and JH, 
and we are very happy to have her back.  Ms. 
Dugger hails from Georgia, but lives in the Poto-
mac area now. She is married with two grown 
children and one grandson.  We also have a new 

paraprofessional, Ms. Shawna Folden, working in 
Special Ed classes.  Ms. Folden is from Helena and 
is married to a former Arlee graduate, Ty 
Folden.  They have one son, Skylar. 

 
SPORTS: 

Arlee hosted the Spike It Volleyball Tournament 
on Sept. 21.  It was well attended, and our Scar-
lets played well. They are coached by Ms. Janelle 
Pruitt.  The football team is coached by head 
coach Chuck Forgey and Assistant Ryan Landolfi 
and our Cross Country team is headed up by Brett 
Sproull.  Lonnie Morin has taken over the reins of 
Athletic Director this year. 

We feature new Coach Janelle Pruitt:   

Hello everyone! My name is Janelle Pruitt I 
am the new volleyball 
coach for the Scarlets. 
This year will mark my 
fifth year coaching High 
school volleyball, as well 
as two years of high 
school girls basketball 
and two years of junior 
high volleyball and bas-
ketball. I am a 911 dis-
patcher for Lake County, I 
have been with my fiancé 
for nine years, and we 
have three kids. I am in-
credibly honored and ex-
cited to be a part of the Arlee community and 
am looking forward to the future! 
 

Homecoming week is coming up soon.  Our home 
cross country meet will be held on Thursday, Oct. 
10 starting at 2 PM.  The football game vs Mission 
will be Friday, Oct. 11 at 7 PM, and the volleyball 
game vs Big Fork will be Saturday, Oct. 12 at 
2:30 / 4:00 PM.  Please come out and support our 
Warriors and Scarlets! 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS, CONTINUED 

http://www.arleeschools.org


COUNSELOR CORNER 

Seniors and parents: We'll be holding a Col-
lege Application Night on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 2, from 6:00-7:30 in the High school li-
brary. Students will have the opportunity to 
fill out college applications with no college 
fees during this event. If you plan on attend-
ing college next fall, please come to College 
Application Night.  
 
Also, if your child wants to take/retake the 
ACT, here are the dates for the year, they 
are all held on a Saturday in Missoula. 
Please let me know if you need any help 
signing up to take it.  
 
October 26 
December 14 
February 8  
April 4 
June 13  
 
I will also be kicking off our campus visits 
during October. 8th graders will visit The 
University of Montana, 9th graders will visit 
MT Tech in Butte, and 11th grade will visit 
Carroll College in Helena. I will send permis-
sion slips home with the students to visit 
these campuses.  

- Misty Brien, JH/HS Counselor 

FCCLA NEWS 

 

Starting on October 1st, the 

Arlee FCCLA students will be 

taking orders for our annual 

Thanksgiving pies.Orders will 

be taken from October 1 until 

October 15th.  If you would like 

to place an order please call 

Mrs.Jackson at 406-726-3216 

x2311, or get ahold of one of 

the FCCLA students. Thank 

you for your continued support!  

 

Online Safety and Cybersecurity Tips for K-12 Kids, Family, and Friends 

From the desk of Thomas F. Duffy, MS-ISAC Chair 

Every child should be taught how to be safe online. In the new digital world, there are 
technological wonders, which often introduce cyber threats of many kinds. The online 
world can be a place of inappropriate conduct and content, where kids may feel 
anonymous. There are bullies, predators, hackers, and scammers that may pose a 
threat to your children. These factors can make it challenging for parents to guide 
their children today on interacting with others through technology. Providing this im-
portant guidance on online safety and privacy begins with talking about it and en-
couraging safe and smart decisions about online activity. Let’s explore some con-
cepts and tips that apply to keep everyone safe online, regardless of age! 

Please visit https://www.cisecurity.org/newsletter/cybersecurity-tips-for-k-12-kids-family-and-friends/  

https://www.cisecurity.org/newsletter/cybersecurity-tips-for-k-12-kids-family-and-friends/


45 freshman and sophomore Health and Physical Education students bicycled the Hiawatha trail last week.  Before the 
ride 44 of the students had not heard of the Hiawatha Rails to Trails path.  100% of the students reported having a great 
time and are looking forward to next year's expedition.  For information, search ridethehiawatha.com.   

Health and Physical Education 

GRANTS AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

Arlee’s Title programming includes the following: 
 Title I, which supports math and literacy of all students, professional development for teachers and 

paraeducators, family engagement activities, and support for homeless students 
 Assistance for English Language learners 
 Safe & supportive learning, including technology 
 Programming for Native American students 
 
Families of students enrolled in Arlee Schools have the opportunity to participate in Title program planning. If 
you have ideas or want to discuss current plans, please call the grants manager, Anna Baldwin, at x2315. 

Music Education News 

High school band and choir 
concert: 
 
Tuesday, October 15, at 7:00 
p.m. in the old gym. Free and 
open to the public. 

http://ridethehiawatha.com/




Upcoming Events 

Friday, October 4: SCHOOL IN SESSION until 1:46 pm 

October 7-12: Homecoming Week 

Tuesday, October 8, 6:30 pm: School board meeting 

Thursday, October 10: School Picture Day 

Tuesday, October 15, 7 pm: high school band and choir concert 

Thursday, October 17: NO SCHOOL (teacher convention) 

 

 

Follow Arlee Schools on Facebook for up-to-date schedul-

ing, weather changes, and other information! 


