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Most in Arlee have heard of our pending 
move to Class B.  If we had a choice, we 
would not move but the guidelines 
adopted by the MHSA do not allow us to 
stay.   

Class C enrollment numbers are 1-107.  
MHSA allows a 10% cushion which 
equals 118.  Two years in a row above 
the allowable amount requires you to 
move to the next class, as in our case 
will be Class B.   

Arlee has been above the 118 amount, 
and last spring our enrollment numbers 
came in at 129.  This fall we were at 131 
and our spring count in February totaled 
122.   

Once we are two successive years below 
the 118 we will move back to Class C.  
We do have elementary classes in the 
5th and 6th grade hovering around 40+ 
thus unless several students leave the 
district we will be in Class B for several 
years.   

MHSA does allow a safety factor for 

football and allow us to stay in Class C for foot-
ball with numbers up to 130.   

MHSA also has a clause if enrollment numbers 
dropped significantly, member schools will be 
placed accordingly.  If our fall count in 2019 
were to drop by 25% or more, we could move 
back to C.   

Rumors have been circulating we requested to 
move to B.  Such rumor is false.  We would pre-
fer to stay in C, but we will move, as will Great 
Falls Central.  Other schools on the bubble are 
Plains, Ennis and Fairview, nearing the magic 
number.   

As we move to Class B we will be placed in Dis-
trict 6 B.  Schools in our district will be Anacon-
da with 313 students, Florence-Carlton 237, 
Loyola 160, and Deer Lodge with 188.   

District 7-B will be in our division consisting of 
Big Fork 311, Eureka 287, Thompson Falls, 164, 
St. Ignatius 136 and Troy 112.   

Yes, we will be on the short end as far as num-
bers but Arlee Warrior and Scarlet pride will be 
as high as ever!    

Superintendent’s Letter 



K-2 Elementary News 

ARLEE SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

  

The Arlee School Board of Trustees is accepting letters of interest to fill a vacant seat on the 
Board.  If you are interested in being an Arlee School Board Trustee please submit your letter 
to Lonnie Morin, District Clerk, at 72220 Fyant Street, Arlee Schools Administration Building 
by Friday, March 8th, 12:00 p.m.  Letters can also be sent via fax to 888-360-8531 or email 
to lmorin@arleeschools.org. 

The successful applicant will fill the position until the May 2019 meeting, wherein the newly 
elected Trustee will be seated.  

If you have any questions, please contact Lonnie Morin at 406-726-3216 ext. 5. 

Hey FOLKS! 
 

Big NEWS!  It is that time again!  Kindergarten ROUND-UP will be Friday, April 12th 2019 from 9:00 
AM - 12:00 noon.  Students that are five years old by September 10th, 2019 are able to register for 
kindergarten for the 2019-2020 school year.  Please call Carolyn at 726-3216 ext. 2200 to schedule 
an appointment. We can’t wait to see all of our future kindergarteners! 
 

Looks like the groundhog was wrong again, but the tale of “March in like a lion and out like a lamb” 
may not disappoint us.  Please remember to bundle your child up. It’s cold on the bus and at recess. 
We like to have our students outside when the weather permits, and it is always so much more en-
joyable for them when they are warm and dry.  If you need assistance with hats, boots, gloves, snow 
pants and coats please let us know. We will be happy to round some warm weather clothing up for 
you. 
 

Our students have been out-reading the staff this year.  In our reading challenge, the students are 
over 1000 pages ahead of the staff!  Way to go both parents and students. If you need new log 
forms, please have your child ask his/her teacher. 
 

Stop! Take a breath! Wait a minute. The school year is flying by. The third quarter ends March 28th 
2019. Parent teacher conferences are April 2nd. Please mark it on your calendar.  For the spring P/T 
conference we like to have an “Open House” format. Please keep an eye on your child’s Tuesday 
folder for more information to come as we march closer to April. 
 

As always, my door is open.  Come in for a visit and a hot cup of coffee! 
-Principal Tanner 

mailto:lmorin@arleeschools.org


3-6 Elementary News 

 We had our 2nd Quarter ending {MBI – Honor Roll / 

Attendance Assembly} on January 31st in the Multi-Purpose 

Room. We awarded students good behavior awards for each 

grade level. Students with perfect attendance during the 2nd Qtr. 

in which there 31 students will received an ice cream social dur-

ing recess. The class with highest attendance for 2nd Qtr. was 

awarded a pizza party in their class. Mrs. Ligas won this award 

for the second time, with 96% attendance for 2nd Qtr. There 

were also 65 students that made the Honor Roll with a 3.5 or 

higher GPA in grades 4-6 for 2nd Qtr. They were given certificates 

of recognition. Super job students and teachers. 

Our annual Sealants for Smiles dental screening was con-

ducted on February 7th, free of cost for all students grades K-6. 

Big Thanks to Wendy Swab for organizing the students during 

this screening. 

February 13th grades 5-8 had a  Spelling Bee at the JH 

Building. 

There were ten 5th grade and seven 6th grade students 

that qualified for the District Spelling Bee contest. Three 6th 

grade students, Azaylia Moran-Garza, Gavin Swaney and Jere-

my Martin qualified for the County Spelling Bee in Ronan on 

February 20th. Mr. Baldwin was the Master of Ceremonies at 

the County Bee. A BIG Thanks to Anna Baldwin for being the 

MC for our District Spelling Bee…Callie DiFulgentis was a great 

event Spelling Bee Coordinator, as well as the volunteer Bee 

judges, Susan Black and Shaylee Perry.  

The 100th day of school is Monday March 4th  

The end of the 3rd Qtr. is March 28th.  Amazing how fast 

the time flies after the holidays… 

The fifth grade ski trip to Discovery will be on March 

21st. 

Daylight Savings time is Sunday March 10th. Spring for-

ward on that Sunday… though there seems to be no spring in 

sight.  

- Principal Holst 

Please join us on Tuesday, 

March 19 from 5:00-6:30 

for the sixth grade 6th an-

nual Science Fair.  It will be 

held in Ms. Gabler's room 

along with refreshments.  

Arlee Has Another State Champion!!! 

Our resident Arlee school hockey players, Trista and Cody 

White, just finished their season with the State Champion-

ship Tourneys being played this last weekend.  Trista (7th 

grade) and Cody (4th grade) are the children of Mrs. White 

who teaches math and science in Arlee High School.   

Trista’s team played their state tourney in Missoula over the 

weekend with the championship game being played Sunday 

morning where they were victorious to become the Montana 

State Champions in the 14U Girls Division.   

Cody’s state tourney was held in Bozeman and while they did 

not end up winning it all – they did place 3rd in the state in 

the 10U Division with a win over Billings Sunday morning.   



Happy blizzardy March, Arlee families! 
 

On February 13, we had our district wide spelling bee. The junior high students placed in the top 3 spots, 
earning them all a trip to the county bee. Moira L. placed 3rd, Jordan C. got 2nd, and our winner was Grace 
S. Grace and Jordan went several rounds to determine a winner. All three made our junior high proud! 

 
(L-R) Grace S., Jordan C., Moira L. 

The students traveled to Philipsburg to play on the slopes at Discovery Ski Area, February 20. A great group 
of kids went. At the beginning of the trip they received lessons from the instructors at the resort and later 
they were set free to enjoy the mountain. The students had a great time and I think they would all agree that 
it was a good day on the slopes! 

 
(L-R) SaanJay S., Shonlea M., Trista W. 

Midterm grades were mailed out on Feb. 28. Make sure to be on the lookout for those. If you haven’t re-
ceived yours, please contact Jamie so we can get it figured out! 
 

Junior high track is starting on March 25. The coaches are Mr. HeavyRunner and Francis Brown. If your 
child wants to participate please make sure the office has a physical on file. Also, all the handbook papers 
need to be filled out before they can participate. If you are unsure if your child has all of these turned in con-
tact Jamie. 
 

The 8th graders will be taking the CRT Science test on the March 19. Please make sure your child eats a 
good breakfast and is here that day! 
 

On March 28 it will be the end of quarter 3! This school year is flying by and before we know it, it will be 
summertime! 

 



High School News 

March is almost upon us and we are in the middle of tournaments, curriculum development and preparing for the 2019

-20 school year.  Therefore, I will hit on some important topics that we have been working on in the high school. 

 It is tournament time for the boys and girls’ basketball teams.  Divisional happened the weekend of February 21-

23. The girls’ state tournament was scheduled for February 28-March 2 in Great Falls and will be March 7-9 in 

Billings for the boys. 

The curriculum team has been meeting to review and develop a better math curriculum for the future.  The curric-

ulum that the team is working on is a K-12 curriculum to help make sure that the staff is teaching your children 

mastery at all educational and skill levels.  We will be meeting three more times this school year and hope to 

have the new curriculum ready with board approval to incorporate starting in the fall. 

Honors Diploma- The Honors Diploma committee has developed an updated process that will go into effect for the 

incoming freshman class.  This process has incorporated a project based addition to the classroom part of the 

requirement.  If you have an incoming freshman student and would like to review the Honors Diploma plan, 

please contact Misty Brien to review the plan. 

Discipline- There are always questions as to how discipline is handed down for various infractions.  In the Arlee Stu-

dent Handbook on page 13, there is a matrix that is followed to show what discipline should be used for all in-

fractions.  The discipline is broken down into minor and major with the major being the most serious.  Our 

School Board looks at this often to help make sure fair and appropriate discipline is being handed down on all 

infractions.  The major discipline to be handed down is an expulsion and only the School Board can expel a stu-

dent.  If you have questions concerning discipline and the matrix, please do not hesitate to contact me or Su-

perintendent Baldwin. 

Vaping- Vaping is the new way to take inhalants into one’s system.  We are having a large number of students who 

are partaking in this activity.  As this is illegal for our school age students, we treat it like we would with other 

illegal products at school.  Attached is some information that we received from the Public Health Department 

concerning vaping and students. 

 

VAPING 

In the past year alone, vaping among high schoolers has increased78% How much do you know about the epidem-

ic? E-cigarettes, also known as “vapes,” are becoming increasingly popular among teens.1,2 In fact, they are 

the most commonly used tobacco product among both middle and high school students. You may have already 

seen or heard about students vaping in your school, but it is important to know that certain types of vapes can 

be used very discreetly. SOME TEENS REPORT USING E-CIGARETTES IN SCHOOL BATHROOMS AND EVEN IN THE 

CLASSROOM. Learning more about the different types of e-cigarette products is an important first step in ad-

dressing youth vaping. DID YOU KNOW: E-cigarettes come in a variety of shapes and sizes and may not look like 

a tobacco product, which can make them hard to spot.3 Some devices popular among teens—like JUUL and 

myblu—are as small as a USB flash drive and even look like one. Certain products emit very low amounts of 

aerosol or “vapor,” which makes them easier to use discreetly than combustible cigarettes. Most e-cigarettes 

contain nicotine, the same highly addictive drug in cigarettes.4,5 Some e-cigarettes may contain as much nico-

tine as a pack of 20 regular cigarettes.3 A Big Problem... A SMALL DEVICE Over 10.7 million youth aged 12–17 

are at-risk for using e-cigarettes. 

 Many teens have dangerous misperceptions that lead them to believe that vaping is harmless. Common myths 

believed about vaping, along with the facts. “It’s just water vapor.” But it’s not. Vaping can expose the user’s 

lungs to harmful chemicals like formaldehyde, diacetyl and acrolein, as well as toxic metal particles like nickel, 

tin and lead.4,8-10,11-13 “It’s just flavoring.” Vapes get their flavors from chemicals. While these flavorings are 



safe to eat in food, they’re not safe to inhale. Inhaling flavor chemicals can harm your lungs.11 Want an exam-

ple? Some buttery-flavored vapes like caramel contain diacetyl and acetoin. Inhaling diacetyl has been linked 

to popcorn lung, a lung disease that doesn’t have a cure.11 “I don’t have an addictive personality —I won’t get 

hooked on vapes.” Vaping delivers nicotine to the brain in as little as 10 seconds.14,15 A teen’s brain is still 

developing, making it more vulnerable to nicotine addiction.16 “My vape says it’s nicotine-free. There’s no 

way I’ll become addicted.” Some vapes that claim they are nicotine-free are not.8,17-22 “Nicotine isn’t that 

bad for me.” Nicotine exposure during the teen years can disrupt normal brain development. It can have long-

lasting effects, like increased impulsivity and mood disorders.23-25 “Just because I vape doesn’t mean I’m go-

ing to smoke cigarettes.” Research shows teens who vape are more likely to try smoking cigarettes.26 FDA’s 

Efforts to Curb Youth E-Cigarette Use FDA is committed to protecting youth from the dangers of e-cigarettes. 

In addition to our national peer-to-peer public education campaign called “The Real Cost,” we’re joining forces 

with Scholastic to provide teachers and school administrators with the resources they need to educate their 

students about e-cigarettes. Together, we’ve created a free lesson plan and research activity for teachers to 

educate their students on the health risks of e-cigarette use. Please visit the Scholastic youth-vaping-risks site 

to access these resources. Share This Information Please share this infographic with other teachers and school 

administrators. In addition, if you’d like to learn more about e-cigarettes, check out these resources: » Sur-

geon General Fact Sheet – E-cigarette use among youth and young adults » Parent Tip Sheet – How parents 

can talk with their teen about vaping » CDC Infographic – E-cigarette ads and youth infographics » Smoke free 

Teen – If you know a teen who is addicted to any tobacco product, including cigarettes and e-cigarettes, there 

are resources to help them quit. 

 

I hope spring gets here quickly as I, like you, have had enough snow already this winter. Before we know it, school 

will be ending for the summer.  But first, work with your children on how important school is for their future. 

 

Go Warriors and Scarlets! 

- Principal Taylor 

 

Counselor's Corner:  
Juniors parents/guardians, the ACT test will be 
on April 2, all juniors will be taking the exam. 
They will need to be at the Brown Building at 
7:30 am for breakfast and will start the exam at 
8:00. It'll approximately take 4-5 hours for the 
exam after which they will be released for the 
day. 
 
Senior parents: Many scholarships are starting 
to be due this spring. The community scholar-
ships are located in my office and are due the 
end of March and beginning of April. I have let 
seniors know about scholarships and if they 
need any help on filling them out.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions 

- Misty Brien 

Congratulations to Mr. Lane Schall 

on signing to play football with the 

Minot State Beavers next Fall!  AHS 

had a great signing ceremony for 

Lane on Feb. 12 to which all stu-

dents and staff were invited.  Also 

attending were his parents, Scott 

and Jennifer Schall, his sis, Sara, 

and his football coach, Mr. Chuck 

Forgey.  Our superintendent, Mr. 

Jim Baldwin, is a 1977 graduate of 

Minot State!   



Federal Programs & Grants Update 

Dept. of Justice—Bureau of Justice Assistance 

The Keep Arlee Schools Safe three-year grant was 

awarded in late September and includes two main 

prongs: 1) a mental health counselor for grades 7-12 

and 2) an assisted effort to create safety protocols 

for our district. 

Our new mental health counselor, Ms. Shawna 

Buffalo, was hired at the February board meeting 

and will start on March 4. She is a licensed therapist 

with experience dealing with trauma and suicide pre-

vention. She has served in Arlee as a part-time coun-

selor with the tribes  but now our students will have 

access to her full-time. She will also have limited 

hours over the summer. 

For assistance with assessing threats and developing 

a safer school district, we hired the Educators’ 

School Safety Network. They did an intensive assess-

ment in our district in December and provided 

thoughtful and thorough feedback.  

Our ongoing efforts to create a safer district take 

place once a month during our community safety 

team meetings. So far this team has revised the ex-

isting but out-of-date safety booklet and begun pri-

oritizing threats to address.  

Arlee GreenWorks 

This grant from the National Association of Federally 

Impacted Schools will allow us to get our greenhouse 

running! The current greenhouse has the structure 

but not infrastructure (heating, ventilation, irriga-

tion) to keep plants alive. The funds will allow us to 

install needed infrastructure so that all grades can 

use the greenhouse and learn about plant life cycles, 

agriculture,  and nutrition. 

Title I 

A community input meeting for Title I took place in 

January. While just one individual attended (a para-

educator in our district), we were able to discuss 

some important ideas related to instruction for our 

kids. 

If you have any questions about federal programs or 

grants, please call Anna Baldwin at x2315 or email 

abaldwin@arleeschools.org 

TIPS from your friendly Arlee Environmental EA-
GLES Club! 

 

Hello! It’s your friendly Eagles Club here giving you an update. Even 
through the cold we keep recycling away! So far we have recycled 
over 4,820 pounds of recycled material since the beginning of school. 
We also put signs up in our recycling trailer that is behind our shop 
building. Stop by and take a look!  You can also put your own recy-
cled newspapers, office paper, aluminum cans, cardboard, and plas-
tic pop bottles in the designated recycling containers. Please just 
keep them separated and bagged appropriately. Most importantly 
wash out all the liquids in the aluminum cans and pop bottles. We can 
only recycle cleaned materials.  Keep a look out for us each newslet-
ter as we will highlight another activity that the EAGLES are doing. 
We will keep you posted on our indoor gardening, working to make 
our high school a plastic bag free zone, building the greenhouse, cre-
ating upcycled bee boxes with the 4th-grade classes, and holding re-
cycling challenges at school.       



Clearer versions of this form are available in the school offices 









Upcoming Events 

March 7-9: Boys’ State C Basketball tournament 

March 11: High school spring sports begin 

March 12: School board meeting, 6:30 pm 

March 20: Community dinner, Arlee CDC and Friends Forever Mentoring 

March 21: National Honor Society induction banquet 

March 26: Red Cross Blood Drive (call the HS office to donate) 

March 28: 3rd quarter ends 

March 29: HS track meet at Frenchtown 


