
Friday Update 
February 17, 2023 
 
8th Grade Parents 
Yesterday, February 16, 2023, 8th grade students signed up for their Freshman classes.  If a student wishes to try and advance 
a course level, they need to sign up for the retake on Wednesday, February 22, 2023.  Students NEED TO BE REGISTERED 
by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 17, 2023 to be able to retake the test.  Call 815-568-6511 (ext. 1303) to sign your student 
up for the retakes.  Retakes are from 12:45-3:15. We (D165) will provide transportation to the high school. Parents must 
arrange for transportation home.  Pick up will be at the high school (D154).   
 
5Essential Survey 
Every year, the state of Illinois requires schools to allow parents to participate in the 5Essential Survey.  The 5Essentials 
Survey identifies five indicators that lead to improved outcomes for all students, including improved attendance and 
larger test score gains.  Research derived from the 5Essentials for School Success has proven that schools strong on at 
least three of the 5Essentials are 10 times more likely to improve student outcomes.  Parents should complete a survey 
for each student attendance center.  This survey will be sent in the message box of this email. 
 
Farm Day 
On, Friday, February 24, 2023, it will be Farm Day at Locust School.  Mrs. Karen Hartman, a former teacher at Hawthorn 
School and Mrs. Ella Martin, formally with the McHenry County Farm Bureau started this outstanding tribute to our rural 
heritage.   When Hawthorn closed and those grade levels were integrated into Locust School, the District did not want 
Farm Day to be forgotten—so the tradition continues!   
 
Chicago Wolves  
On Wednesday, February 15, 2023, the 7th grade class attended the Chicago Wolves Game.  Students had an excellent 
time cheering on the Wolves.  To see some pictures from the trip, visit the school website (www.marengo165.org). 
 
Fun Facts about some of our presidents   

 George Washington was the only president unanimously elected. 
 James Madison and George Washington are the only presidents who signed the Constitution. 
 James Madison was the shortest president at 5 feet 4 inches tall and weighed 100 pounds. 
 Abraham Lincoln was the tallest president at 6 feet 4 inches tall.  
 Abraham Lincoln often stored things like letters and documents in his tall stove-piped hat. 
 James K. Polk was the first president to have his photograph taken while in office. 
 William Henry Harrison was the 9th president. His grandson, Benjamin Harrison, was the 23rd president 
 Franklin D. Roosevelt was the first president to appear on television during a 1939 broadcast from the World's 

Fair. 
 At 42 years, 10 months, 18 days old Teddy Roosevelt was the youngest man to hold the office of president. Joe 

Biden was the oldest at 78 years, 61 days. John F. Kennedy was the youngest to be elected president. 
 After working at a Baskin-Robbins as a teen, President Obama no longer likes ice cream.            
 When Ronald Reagan was shot by an assassin in 1981, he joked "I forgot to duck".  (https://www.ducksters.com)                         

Upcoming Important Dates  
Monday, February 20, 2023   No School-President’s Day 
Friday. February 24, 2023  Farm Day at Locust School 
Friday, March 20, 2023   End of Trimester 2 
Friday, March 17, 2023   Report Cards will be sent home. 
Monday, March 27-Friday, March31 Spring Break—No SCHOOL 
 
Yours in Education, 
 
Dr. Lea Damisch, Superintendent of Schools 


