
PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST-         

1:00 -8:00 P.M.  
(DINNER BREAK 5:00-5:45) 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND –  
8:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

NO SCHOOL – 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST – FRIDAY, 

NOVEMBER 25TH 

 

 
Act Now!  If you haven’t already done so . . . 
Don’t miss the chance to schedule the 
conference time you prefer. Login to: Family 
Access – Teacher Conferences/All 
Conferences.  You can choose the time 
slot/slots that best fits your schedule!  

CONFERENCE SCHEDULER WILL BE 
CLOSED AFTER NOVEMBER 11TH! 

 
   PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST FROM 1:00-

8:00 P.M. (Dinner break 5:00-5:45P.M.) 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND -                

8:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
Parents who have scheduled conference times 

through Skyward will meet with the teachers at 
the appropriate time. 

We will take walk-ins but strongly advise you 
schedule your conferences because the 

scheduled meetings will be given 
preference.  Everyone should check in with the 

greeters and they will be able to advise the 
walk-ins when the staff they wish to see will be 

available.   
Conferences will be held in the multi-purpose 
room. We look forward to meeting with you 
and appreciate your time in coming to see us! 

~ MCMS Teachers and Administrators 
 

1ST TRIMESTER REPORT CARDS GO 
HOME WITH STUDENTS ON FRIDAY, 

NOVEMBER 18TH. 
 

The Book Fair will be OPEN 
during conferences. 

Tuesday, November 22nd  - 
The Book Fair will CLOSE at NOON 
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Principal Appreciation in October 
MCMS CELEBRATED Principal Appreciation 
Week, October 17th-21st!  To Dr. Damisch, 
Acting Principal, SURPRISE . . . 
When she arrived at school on Monday, 
October 17th, the windows of the middle 
school office were decorated with poster 
boards from each grade level.  Each student 
wrote a note letting her know how much she is 
APPRECIATED!    
 

 
 
 
Veterans Day Program 
On Friday, November 11, 2022, starting at       
9:00 a.m.  Marengo Community High School 
will be hosting the Veterans Day Program in 
the high school gymnasium.  Students in 
grades 3rd – 8th will be performing a song to 
honor our veterans.  The Keynote Speaker is 
Command Sergeant Major John J. Kanaly, a 
graduate of Marengo schools.  All Veterans 
and community members are invited to attend.  
We hope to see you at this inspiring program to 
honor all of our Veterans! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Camp Read S’more 
  Is coming to the library  

Monday Nov 14-Friday Nov 18 
We will also be open for your book  

shopping needs during conferences as well. 
On Tuesday, November 22nd the book fair will 

CLOSE at NOON. 
          Please visit our book fair 

website to set up a very convenient ewallet  
for your student and browse what we have 

coming. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/marengocommu
nitymiddlesch 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Inspiration & Leadership are valuable assets 
for our local School Boards.  Each year, 
November 15th marks the official statewide 
observance of School Board Members Day 
in Illinois.  The day is an opportunity to 
show support for your board of education 
members who are committed to providing a 
local voice for your educational 
decisions.  School Board Members Day is 
an occasion to recognize board members 
who serve as unpaid volunteers for the 
benefit of the students and community 
residents, acting as front-line education 
advocates providing a local voice and vision 
for the district.   While continuing to ensure 
students have quality learning opportunities, 
board members must also consider their 
decisions in terms of the health and safety of 
students, teachers, and community 
members.  As a community, we meet 
challenges head-on and rise in the face of 
adversity.  We come together when faced 
with difficulties, and we succeed by 
working together with a focus on our 
primary goal: providing a quality education 
to each and every student of the district.  We 
owe it to our children and our students - the 
future leaders of our community and 
country - to do everything in our power to 
provide them with the opportunities of 
success.  We would like you to recognize 
our school board members on November 
15th, Illinois School Board Members 
Day.  Greg Wright/ President, Lesley 
Pace/Vice President, Matthew 
Erbstoesser/Secretary, Rick Czepczynski, 
Barbara Dochterman, Nikki Misiura and 
Amanda Weiss. 
 

Choir 
    Hello, everyone! It has been a busy 
month for choir. We had a wonderful 
performance singing the National Anthem 
for the Settlers Day Parade. We are working 
hard on a song for Veterans Day that we 
will be singing with Locust, Grant, Zion, 
and Riley Schools. We have begun working 
on music for the winter concert as well. We 
hope to see you on Veterans Day on 
November 11th at 9 a.m. at the high school 
and at the winter concert on December 15th 
at 7 p.m. at MCMS. Thank you for 
supporting the music program at MCMS!        
                             ~ Miss Oakes 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Band 
The band has been working hard! We are already 
getting into the holiday spirit working on our 
songs for the Winter Concert. We are also 
preparing to play at some of the boys basketball 
games as well. We are playing at the November 
10th, 15th, and November 30th games.  Students 
can stay in the band room after school on these 
dates or can return to school by 3:45 pm.  Our 
Winter Concert is scheduled for Thursday, 
December 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium. 
We are looking forward to sharing what we have 
been working on with everyone soon! Thank you 
for your support of our music program! 
          ~ Mrs. Johnson 
 
8TH Grade ELA 
   “The Raven” has been thoroughly dissected by 
8th Grade Language Arts classes. The 8th grade 
students have worked through the dense, yet 
elegant language of Edgar Allen Poe to determine 
the meanings in the poem.  Like the novel, Tom 
Sawyer, students examined how the images in the 
literary piece are derived from recurring themes in 
human culture and mythology. 
   Most significantly, the students explored the 
symbol of a ‘raven’ as an omen of death. A few 
students modeled a replica of the mask worn by 
doctors during the black plague which resembles 
the beak of a large, black bird. The ravens which 
still inhabit the Tower of London and the lore that 
is attached to the birds, were also examined. 
Using descriptive language from the poem, 
students illustrated the setting; the chamber in 
which the poem’s action took place.  Finally, we 
explored how Edgar Allen Poe and “The Raven” 
are themes that have been carried forward, even 
into popular culture. “Once upon a midnight 
dreary…”      ~ Ms. Schermerhorn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spanish - What We’ve Accomplished 
   As the Trimester comes to a close I want to say 
thank you for allowing your student to be in 
Spanish. We accomplished some really great 
things. Students finished their country 
presentations and did such a wonderful job. 
Students also began learning some basic aspects to 
the language and did really well with it. We started 
celebrating El Día de Los Muertos on November 
1st, and are continuing it through November 4th. 
We will be doing different activities that include 
some history, culture, and celebration of the 
holiday. We will finish off the trimester with this 
celebration as well as learning more basic 
language aspects. 
   Monday, November 7th was the last day to turn 
in missing/late work. Students were reminded 
about this many times prior to this date. Grades 
will be updated by Wednesday so that both parents 
and students can see them accurately reflected on 
Skyward.  ~ Miss Richards 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6th & 7th Grade Basketball 
The 6th and 7th grade boys have 
combined for one amazing team for the 
2022 season!  The team is off to a 3-1 
start with a loss to Creekeside but hard 
fought wins against Fox River Grove, 
Harvard, and Harrison! We look 
forward to continued success due to 
hard work at practices and 
teamwork and perseverance during the 
games!  The boys, AJ, Blake, Trystan, 
Logan, Tyler, Noah, Chase, Michael, 
Mason, Brady, Caden, Brayden, 
Mateo,Lucas, Jaxson, and Hunter hope 
you are there to cheer them on for the 
remaining home games on 
November 10 vs Riley, November 14th 
vs Harvard, November 28th and 30th 
against Hiawatha and North Boone. 

~ Coach Meale and Coach Viktora 
 
8th Grade Boys Basketball  
   The 2022 basketball season started 
with the annual weekend tournament at 
Creekside. In the tournament the 
Warriors had a late comeback against 
Harvard, but fell 4 points short of a 
victory. The boys have practiced hard 
and played well in games versus Fox 
River Grove and Harrison. 
   The players will continue to work 
hard and fans can look forward to 
competitive games this season. The 8th 
grade boys have 5 home games in a row 
starting Thursday, November 10th 
versus Riley. Please come out and 
support your MCMS Warriors 
basketball teams!  ~ Coach Piper 
 
Cheerleading 2022 
Our cheer squad is having a blast! We have 
a lot of new girls who have never cheered 
before and they are rocking it! I am so 
impressed with how well they can take 
pointers and adjust what they are doing to 
improve their skills. Our half-time routine is 
really coming along! Please come down to 
see our girls show their spirit and cheer the 
Warriors to victory! ~ Coach  Kuzelka 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SPORT PHYSICALS ARE REQUIRED 
BEFORE TRY-OUTS START  

FOR THE SPORT.  
A SPORT PHYSICAL IS GOOD FOR 

ONE YEAR AND A ROUTINE 
PHYSICAL CAN ALSO BE USED FOR 

SPORTS.  

 
 
MCMS Student Council Community 
Outreach Events 
November: Food drive for M.O.R.E. Center 
in Marengo 
We are collecting donations until November 
16th.  We are looking for: canned goods that are 
ready-made meals such as Chef Boyardee, tuna, 
chili, and stew.  Toilet paper, paper towels, 
kleenex, cleaning supplies, and laundry soap are 
also needed items. The top donating study hall 
will win a pizza party during study hall. Please 
donate if you are able. There is also a box in the 
middle school office for anyone to donate that 
does not have a student at MCMS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student of the Week 
MCMS 1st hour teachers continue to proudly 
nominate our Students of the Week by 
recognizing the student with just one word. 

Congratulations to those students that  
have been nominated so far! 

Keep up the great job! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P-A-L-S    
As we continue our efforts toward a bully-free, 
kind, and tolerant school climate, we ask that 
parents join us in reminding their students about  
P-A-L-S and the importance of Respecting 
Property; All Others; Learning; and Self.   

MARENGO MIDDLE SCHOOL RESPECTS 
 P ROPERTY  

                          A LL OTHERS 
                          L EARNING 
                          S ELF 

 

         GO           
  WARRIORS! 

 

 

8th Grade 

  

 

 

 



 

Mission Statement:  District #165’s mission is to form a community partnership dedicated to 
providing a solid educational foundation that enables students to become confident, self-
sufficient and productive citizens.  Students shall have the academic and technological 
opportunities to achieve their full potential in a nurturing environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
During the month of December, students will 
have the opportunity to participate in the 
Holiday Auction.  Donated items are 
purchased by students using their “Gotchas.”  
In prior years, the items have all been donated 
by school staff members.  In order to offer a 
wider selection this year, we will be accepting 
donations from parents of new or slightly used 
items.  Also, some students use the auction as 
an opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts for 
family members. We would like to offer a gift 
wrapping option this year, but will be in need 
of wrapping paper and other materials. 
Students can bring donated items or wrapping 
supplies to Mrs. Simmons or Mrs. 
Wuestenfeld.  Thank you in advance for your 
assistance in making this an incredible event 
for students to look forward to. 

~ The Green Team 

Please Mark Your Calendar 
 
 

November 
11 – End of Trimester 1 
11 – Veterans’ Day Program at MCHS 9:00 a.m. 
14th – 22nd – Book Fair – Camp Read S’more 
18 – Report Cards go home 
21 – No School-Parent/Teacher Conferences  
       1:00-8:00 p.m. 
22 – No School-Parent/Teacher Conferences  
       8:00-1:00 p.m. 
23-25 – No School Thanksgiving Holiday 
30 – 8th PSAT Testing 
 
December  
15 – Band/Choir Winter Program at 7:00 p.m. 
16 – 7th & 8th Winter Dance 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
21st – Jan. 3rd – Winter Holiday Break 
January 4th – School Resumes 

 
 

Celebrate Harmony and Gratefulness 
We don’t often think about the origins 
of our Thanksgiving ritual, but it is 
important for 
North Americans to give thanks to 
those who were the original 
settlers.  Although the first 
Thanksgiving is said to have been 
celebrated as early as 1607, it was in 
1621 that the 
Massachusetts Pilgrims celebrated their 
survival by feasting with the Native 
American Indians.  
In October 2008, the day after 
Thanksgiving was set aside to pay 
tribute to Native Americans for 
their many contributions to the United 
States.  The meaning of Thanksgiving 
has remained the 
same as years have passed- to give 
thanks for the blessings and abundance 
that surrounds us. 

~ Mrs. Garrett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yearbook – Time to Make Memories!  
Club runs from 2:45 – 3:45 p.m. in the MCMS 
library. 

Thursday, November 17th 
Thursday, December 1st 

Thursday, December 15th 
January through May meetings will be posted in 

January's newsletter 
 
Absences 
Please remember to report your student’s absence 
from school by calling the middle school office by 
8:00 A.M. at 815-568-5720.  If you are calling 
before school hours, please leave a message with 
the students first and last name and the reason why 
they are absent. 
 
Moving Out of District 
If your student is withdrawing from District #165, 
please stop in the Marengo Middle School, Grant 
Intermediate School or Locust School office to 
fill-out the withdrawal form as soon as 
possible. These forms (NOTICE OF STUDENT 
WITHDRAWAL 2023) may also be found online 
and then mailed/faxed/emailed to the school your 
child(ren) is attending.  Please refer to our website 
(www.marengo165.org) for fax 
numbers/addresses for each school.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

REMINDER: VISIT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
WEBSITE ALL YEAR LONG FOR OTHER 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION. 
www.marengo165.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


