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EFFECT OF CRIMINAL CONVICTION OR FOUNDED 
COMPLAINT OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT 

Generally 

The Board will not hire or continue the employment of any part-time, full-time, 
temporary, or permanent personnel who are determined to be unsuited for service by 
reason of criminal conviction or information appearing in the registry of founded 
complaints of child abuse and neglect maintained by the Department of Social Services. 

I. APPLICANTS FOR EMPLOYMENT 

A. Criminal Convictions 

As a condition of employment for all of its employees, whether full-time or part-
time, permanent, or temporary, the Wise County School Board shall require on its 
application for employment certification of whether the applicant has been convicted of 
any violent felony set forth in the definition of barrier crime in subsection A of Va. Code § 
19.2-392.02; any offense involving the sexual molestation, physical or sexual abuse or 
rape of a child; or any crime of moral turpitude.  

The School Board does not employ any individual who has been convicted of any 
violent felony set forth in the definition of barrier crime in subsection A of Va. Code § 19.2-
392.02 or any offense involving the sexual molestation, physical or sexual abuse, or rape 
of a child. 

The School Board may employ any individual who has been convicted of any 
felony or crime of moral turpitude that is not set forth in the definition of barrier crime in 
subsection A of § Va. Code § 19.2-392.02 and does not involve the sexual molestation, 
physical or sexual abuse, or rape of a child, provided that in the case of a felony conviction, 
such individual’s civil rights have been restored by the Governor. 

Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection A of Va. Code § 22.1-296.1, the 
School Board may employ an individual who, at the time of the individual’s hiring, has 
been convicted of a felony, provided that such individual (i) was employed in good 
standing by a school board on or before December 17, 2015; (ii) has been granted a 
simple pardon for such offense by the Governor or other appropriate authority; and (iii) 
has had his civil rights restored by the Governor or other appropriate authority. However, 
the School Board may employ, until July 1, 2020, such an individual who does not satisfy 
the conditions set forth in clauses (ii) and (iii), provided that such individual has been 
continuously employed by the School Board from December 17, 2015 through July 1, 
2018. 

The Wise County School Board shall also require on its application for 
employment, as a condition of employment requiring direct contact with students, whether 
full-time or part-time, permanent, or temporary, certification that the applicant has not 
been the subject of a founded case of child abuse and neglect. Any person making a 
materially false statement regarding a finding of child abuse and neglect shall be guilty of 
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a Class 1 misdemeanor and upon conviction, the fact of said conviction shall be grounds 
for the Board of Education to revoke such person's license to teach.  

As a condition of employment, any applicant who is offered or accepts 
employment, whether full-time, part-time, permanent or temporary with the Wise County 
School Board shall submit to fingerprinting and provide personal descriptive information. 
The information and fingerprints shall be forwarded through the Central Criminal Records 
Exchange to the Federal Bureau of Investigations for the purpose of obtaining criminal 
history record information on applicants who are offered or accept employment.  

To conserve the costs of conducting criminal history record checks to applicants 
and school boards, upon the written request of the applicant, Wise County School Board 
shall inform another school board with which reciprocity has been established and to 
which the applicant also has applied for employment of the results of the criminal history 
record information conducted within the previous ninety days that it obtained concerning 
the applicant. Criminal history record information pertaining to an applicant for 
employment by a school board shall be exchanged only between school boards in the 
Commonwealth in which a current agreement of reciprocity for the exchange of such 
information has been established and is in effect. Reciprocity agreements shall provide 
for the apportionment of the costs of the fingerprinting or criminal records check between 
the applicant and Wise County School Board as provided by statute. 

If an applicant is denied employment because of information appearing on his/her 
criminal history record, the School Board shall provide a copy of the information provided 
by the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the applicant. 

B. Founded Complaints of Child Abuse or Neglect 

The School Board requires, as a condition of employment, that any applicant who 
is offered or accepts employment requiring direct contact with students, whether full-time 
or part-time, permanent or temporary, provide written consent and the necessary 
personal information for the School Board to obtain a search of the registry of founded 
complaints of child abuse and neglect. The registry is maintained by the Department of 
Social Services. The School Board shall ensure that all such searches are requested in 
conformance with the regulations of the Board of Social Services. In addition, where the 
applicant has resided in another state within the last five years, the School Board requires 
as a condition of employment that such applicant provide written consent and the 
necessary personal information for the School Board to obtain information from each 
relevant state as to whether the applicant was the subject of a founded complaint of child 
abuse and neglect in such state. The School Board shall take reasonable steps to 
determine whether the applicant was the subject of a founded complaint of child abuse 
and neglect in the relevant state. The Department of Social Services shall maintain a 
database of central child abuse and neglect registries in other states that provide access 
to out-of-state school boards for use by local school boards. The applicant may be 
required to pay the cost of any search conducted pursuant to this subsection at the 
discretion of the School Board. From such funds as may be available for this purpose, 
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however, the School Board may pay for the search.  

If the information obtained pursuant to the preceding paragraph indicates that the 
applicant is the subject of a founded case of child abuse and neglect, such applicant shall 
be denied employment, or the employment shall be rescinded. 

If an applicant is denied employment because of information appearing on his 
record in the registry, the School Board shall provide a copy of the information obtained 
from the registry to the applicant. The information provided to the School Board by the 
Department of Social Services shall be confidential and shall not be disseminated by the 
School Board. 

II. EMPLOYEE CHARGES AND CONVICTIONS 

A. Criminal Proceedings 

An employee who is charged by summons, warrant, indictment, or information with 
the commission of a felony or a misdemeanor specified in Va. Code § 22.1-315 may be 
suspended in accordance with Policy GCPF Suspension of Staff Members. 

If a current employee is suspended or dismissed because of information appearing 
on his/her criminal history record, the School Board shall provide a copy of the information 
provided by the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the employee. 

The superintendent shall inform the School Board of any notification of arrest of a 
school board employee received pursuant to Virginia Code § 19.2-83.1. The School 
Board shall require such employee, whether full-time or part-time, permanent, or 
temporary, to submit to fingerprinting and to provide personal descriptive information to 
be forwarded along with the employee's fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records 
Exchange to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal 
history record information regarding such employee. The contents of the employee’s 
criminal record shall be used only to implement dismissal, suspension or probation in 
accordance with §§ 22.1-307 and 22.1-315 of the Code of Virginia. 

B. Founded Complaints of Child Abuse or Neglect 

Any employee of Wise County School Board will be dismissed if he or she is or 
becomes the subject of a founded complaint of child abuse and neglect and after all rights 
to an appeal provided by Va. Code § 63.2-1526 have been exhausted. The fact of such 
finding, after all rights to an appeal provided by Va. Code § 63.2-1526 have been 
exhausted, shall be grounds for the local school division to recommend that the Board of 
Education revoke such person's license to teach. 
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III. COURT ORDERED PROBATION 

 For purposes of this policy, a court’s placing an individual on probation pursuant 
to Va. Code § 18.2-251 is treated as a conviction and as a finding of guilt. 

IV. COSTS OF FINGERPRINTING, CRIMINAL RECORD AND ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
CHECKS 

 The applicant or employee shall pay for the fingerprinting, criminal record check 
and abuse and neglect check conducted pursuant to this policy. 

 
Amended: July 23, 2019 
Amended: July 14, 2020 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

Legal Ref.: Code of Virginia, as amended, §§ 18.2-251,19.2-83.1, 19.2-389, 22.1-78, 
22.1-296.1, 22.1-296.2, 22.1-296.4, 22.1-307, 22.1-315, 63.2-1515. 

 Acts 2018, c. 833. 

Cross Refs.: GCPF  Suspension of Staff Members 
GCPD  Professional Staff Discipline 
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EFFECT OF CRIMINAL CONVICTION 

  

The following paragraph will be added to all applications for employment with the Wise 

County Public Schools:  

  

My signature below authorizes the school division to conduct a background investigation 

and authorizes release of information in connection with my application for employment.  This 

investigation may include such information as criminal or civil convictions, driving records, 

previous employers and educational institutions, personal references, professional references, and 

other appropriate sources.  I waive my right of access to any such information, and without 

limitation hereby release the school division and the reference source from any liability in 

connection with its release or use.  This release includes the sources cited above and specific  

examples as follows:  the local sheriff, information from the Central Criminal Records Exchange  

of either date on all criminal convictions or certification that no data on criminal convictions are  

maintained, information from the Virginia or other State Department of Social  Services Child  

Protective Services Unit and any Locality to which they may refer for release of information  

pertaining to any findings of child abuse or neglect investigations involving me.  Furthermore, I 

certify that I have made true, correct and complete answers and statements on this application in 

the knowledge that they may be relied upon in considering my application, and I understand that 

any omission, false answered statement made by me on this application, or any supplement to it 

will be sufficient grounds for failure to employ or for my discharge should I become employed 

with the school division.  

  

If an applicant for employment with the Wise County Public Schools should refuse to 

permit a criminal history record search, that applicant will be removed from further 

employment consideration.  
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VA Department of Social Services               Central Registry Release of Information Form 
Office of Background Investigations – Search Unit 
801 East Main Street, 6th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219-2901                                       
                                                                                                                                         Search Fee $10.00

 

 
  INSTRUCTIONS   

 
Purpose 

 

The Virginia Child Abuse and Neglect Central Registry is mandated by the Virginia Child Protective Law and contains 
the names of individuals identified as an abuser or neglector in founded child abuse and/or neglect investigations 
conducted in the state of Virginia. The findings are made by Child Protective Services staff in local departments of 
social services and are maintained by the Virginia Department of Social Services. Legal mandates for the Virginia 
Department of Social Services to provide a Central Registry and a mechanism for conducting searches of the registry
are found in § 63.2-1515 of the Code Virginia. 

  
  Read all instructions before completing the form: (Incomplete forms will be returned) 

 

 
 1.  Answer all questions completely and accurately by printing clearly in black ink or typing your answers. Failure
     to complete or print clearly may delay or deny your request. Given the nature of the form and the actions to
     be taken when received, the Office of Background Investigations shall not accept forms that have been
     altered in any fashion. Forms that contain strike outs, correction tape or white-out will be returned. 

 
 4.   If the answer to any question is none, write “N/A“. 

 
 5.  Sign the Central Registry Release of Information Form in the presence of an official Notary Public.  Each 

request form must be notarized. Only original signatures will be accepted. No copies of the form will be accepted. 
 

 6.   A $10.00 fee is charged for each search.  Payment must accompany search forms. Only money orders, 
     company/business checks, or cashier checks will be accepted. (If multiple requests are mailed together, payment
     may be combined on in one money order, company/business check, or cashier’s check. 
     (ex. 4 requests at $10.00 each will total $40.00). A $50 fee will be charged for all returned checks.)  

All money orders, company/business checks, or cashier checks should be made payable to: 
Virginia Department of Social Services.  

Personal checks and cash will not be accepted.  
7.  For agencies and facilities that require several searches per year, an agency code will be assigned to expedite 

processing of the search requests. 
 

8.  If additional space is needed to complete the form (ie. providing information on addresses, spouses, and children) 
attach an 8x11 sheet sheet of paper along with your form to be mailed. 

 
9.   Search results are not transferable and are not considered official beyond the requesting agency or individual. 

 
10.  Mail your completed form and additional sheets (if used) to: 

 

Virginia Department of Social Services 
Office of Background Investigations - Search Unit 
801 East Main Street, 6th Floor 
Richmond, VA 23219-2901

 2.   If a middle name is an initial, indicate “initial only” otherwise, enter a full middle name given at birth. 

 3.   For “other names used” list all previous names; nick names, all previous married names, legal name changes,
      changes due to adoption, etc.  Circle appropriate title description on the form.  
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VA Department of Social Services               Central Registry Release of Information Form 
Office of Background Investigations – Search Unit 
801 East Main Street, 6th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219-2901
                                                                                                                                         Search Fee $10.00 

 

     Purpose  of  Search,  Check  one:   Adam Walsh Law       Adoptive Parent  Babysitter/Family Day Care 
        CASA         Children’s Residential Facility               Custody Evaluation  Day Care Center        Foster Parent 

     Institutional Employee     Other Employment        School Personnel     Volunteer           Other 
 

 MAIL SEARCH RESULTS TO: Agency, Individual or Authorized Agent Requesting Search 

Name   
 

 

 

 

 Payment/FIPS Code 
 (Use only if assigned by OBI-CRU) 

 

 

 

 

Address   
 

  

 City  State   Zip   

Contact Name  Tel.#  Ext  
Mandatory if agency code 

 has been assigned Contact E-Mail  

PART I: DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL WHOSE NAME MUST BE SEARCHED 

Last Name First Name 
Full Middle Name – (given at birth) - No initials
(if middle name is an initial, indicate "Initial Only") 

   

Maiden Name (last name before marriage) Sex Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Race 

  
 Male     Female    

Driver's License Number or ID # Social Security Number   Other names used; nicknames, legal names (refer to instruction page)

   

Current Address (Include Street # and Apt #)  City State Zip 

    

Applicant’s Prior Addresses 
 Include Street # and Apt #  City  State  Zip  Start Date (MM/YY)  End Date (MM/YY) 

      

      

      
  
Marital Status Single Married  Divorced Widowed       Partner   
If married, list current spouse. If previously married, list all previous spouses. If you have never been married, write ‘N/A’. 

 
Last Name  First Name                   Full Middle Name

                                        (given at birth)  Maiden Name  Race  Sex 
   Date of Birth 
 (MM/DD/YYYY) 

      
 Male  Female  

      

 Male  Female  

      

 Male  Female  

List all of your children. If you have none, write ‘N/A’. Include all adult children, step and foster children not living with you. 
 Last Name                                           First Name                  Full Middle Name
                                                                                       (given at birth)    Sex    Date of Birth 

 (MM/DD/YYYY) 

     
 Male   Female  

     

 Male   Female  

     

 Male   Female  

Relationship 
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PART II: CERTIFICATION AND CONSENT FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION 
 

I hereby certify that the information contained on this form is true, correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

Pursuant to Section 2.2-3806 of the Code of Virginia, I authorize the release of personal information regarding me which 

has been maintained by either the Virginia Department of Social Services or any local department of social services 

which is related to any disposition of founded child abuse/neglect in which I am identified as responsible for such 

abuse/neglect. I have provided proof of my identity to the Notary Public prior to signing this in his/her presence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature of person whose name is being searched Parent or Guardian signature required for minor 
 

(Sign in presence of Notary) children under the age of 18 
 

PART III: CERTIFICATE OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIVIDUAL 
 

City/County of       

Commonwealth/State of   

Acknowledged before me this     day of   , year   
 
 
 

Notary Public Signature                                            Notary Number 
 

My Commission Expires:                                                                                                                     Notary Seal  
 

PART IV: CENTRAL REGISTRY FINDINGS – COMPLETED BY CENTRAL REGISTRY STAFF ONLY 
 

1. We are unable to determine at this time if the individual for whom a search has been requested is listed in the Central 
Registry. Please answer the following questions and return to the Central Registry Unit in order for us to make a 
determination: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worker:              Date:                      
 

2.    Based on information provided by the Local Department of Social Services, we have determined that 
 

   is listed in the Child Abuse/Neglect Central Registry with a 
founded disposition of child abuse/neglect. For more detailed information, contact the 

 

  Dept. of Social Services in reference to referral    phone#   
 
 

  Dept. of Social Services in reference to referral    phone#   
 

3.     As of this date, based on the information provided, the individual whose name was being searched is NOT 
identified in the Central Registry of Child Abuse/Neglect. 

 

Signature of worker completing search:    Date:    
OBI Staff Only 

VA Department of Social Services               Central Registry Release of Information Form 
Office of Background Investigations – Search Unit 
801 East Main Street, 6th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219-2901                                       
                                                                                                                                         Search Fee $10.00
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