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          August 19, 2020 

Dear Hawk students and their parents/guardians, 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! I hope this letter finds you all in a safe and healthy space, and 

having made some new fantastic memories over this summer vacation. I am so excited to see you all 

again (albeit virtually to start) and to get our staff ready to roll for a year of amazing new learning as we 

continue to prepare our students for post high school success.  

This summer your College Place High School team of administrators, teachers, and classified employees 

have been working tirelessly to prepare for an at-home/distance learning 2.0 school environment that 

will look and feel much more structured and engaging than it did last spring.  We also created a 

Welcome Back video with similar information in this letter, for our students.  

You should have received the on-going communication this summer from Superintendent Fry on the 

state of our return to school for this fall. Based on new guidelines and coordination with the Walla Walla 

Country Health Department, we will begin the school year in a fully remote at-home/distance learning 

setting. By late October, we will be able to re-evaluate whether an in-person hybrid plan is possible.  

Our CPHS website has a link under “Parent & Student Resources” called “At-Home/Distance Learning 

2.0”. We will place all relevant information on that site, and continue to send out email and social media 

communication these next few weeks before the start of the school year on September 8.  

Student Schedules & Student Passwords: 

We will have student schedules available via Skyward by Friday, August 28.  

Also, your student account passwords were changed over the summer. Your new student password is: 

(lunch number + first name Initial + last name initial + 2-digit birthday month + 2-digit birthday day) 

At-Home/Distance Learning 2.0: 

So what will distance learning 2.0 look and feel like? Is it more of the same from this past spring? 

Last spring we were in a state of emergency, and received some structured guidelines from OSPI, such as 

on grading. This fall we are returning to the pre-COVID standard grading practices and procedures we 

used as a school. Each teacher and department will communicate his or her specific grading scales and 

grading procedures in their syllabi. Students will still be assessed on progress towards learning 

standards, and students will be given opportunities for re-assessments. In short, students, the grades 

matter and the workload will increase. We need you to engage with us this fall! You need to own your 

learning! Remember the mantra: This is hard, you can do it, we are here to help you! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDRYGPlTmx0
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The daily bell schedule is linked below. Students will be expected to attend live learning sessions every 

morning. Students will have three periods of live synchronous learning every day in the AM, and time in 

the PM for follow-up small group learning and extension activities. Teachers will also be available from 

2:00-3:00pm every day for virtual office hours. We will alternate days between periods 1-2-3 and 

periods 4-5-6. A full school year calendar will also be made available on the school website. 

Daily Bell Schedule: On the school website is a link to our bell schedules for the different types of 

structured days (fully remote, hybrid, and full return). The hybrid bell schedule is still being finalized but 

once completed will be updated on the site.  

Attendance will be taken through your synchronous live learning sessions. It is the expectation that 

students attend their live learning sessions. Attendance will be tracked and monitored for engagement 

throughout the distance learning environment. 

Parents, please consider talking to your student about a consistent location in the home that can be 

used for their live learning sessions every morning. Whether that is the kitchen table, the front porch, 

etc…a routine for the student to be in the same place at the same time everyday, will go along way to 

ensuring their engagement in the distance learning environment.  

We also have aligned the virtual live learning sessions with Sager and Davis, ensuring that our high 

school students, who were taking care of younger siblings in the spring, will be freed up for their own 

learning without having to watch their little brother or sister. 

Students who are unable to attend the live learning will be able to view the recording of the session. 

Each teacher will record their classes and will expect that students who missed it live, will still be 

expected to complete the work and review the video of the class.  

The learning within each course will be more rigorous than it was in the spring. We will still utilize 

Google Classroom as our standard platform, and have made some alignments across the district, so that 

the student and guardian experience is consistent across all teachers. Teachers may have supplemental 

links to other online platforms that support the core learning that will reside on their Google 

Classrooms. You also will probably see more teacher bitmoji’s than ever before! 

Teachers will communicate specific course information and learning expectations those first few days of 

the school year. We will also have a virtual version of an Open House where parents will get an 

opportunity to meet the teachers virtually. Stay tuned for more information on our virtual Open House.  

Certain populations of students may be invited to attend in-person instruction, even during the Distance 

Learning 2.0 environment. Those case-by-case situations will be communicated to parents once the 

school year is underway.  

https://www.cpps.org/o/high-school/page/bell-schedules--38
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Lunches: 

Lunch pick-up will be available, similar to this past spring, at Davis Elementary, Sager/CPHS, and possibly 

a third location to be determined. We will offer the bag lunches from 12:00-1:00pm daily.  

Students, who do not qualify for free/reduced lunch, may purchase a bagged lunch at these locations.  

Technology Deployment: 

We will be deploying Chromebooks and Laptops to our students on Thursday, September 3rd and Friday, 

September 4th from 12:00pm-6:00pm both days. We will use the Stadium Parking Lot Bus Loop for 

distribution. A separate letter will be sent to families regarding the technology deployment. 

Students who are also enrolled in certain specialty courses will be given “kits” of supplies to be able to 

complete the work from home. Art is one example of a class that, if students are enrolled in it, will be 

given art kits to those students during the Chromebook/laptop pick-up.  

Parents/guardian must attend this event with their student. We will not issue a device to a student 

alone.  

A user acknowledgment form must be signed and returned to the staff member at the time we issue you 

the device. Please be sure to read the acknowledgment, which states that you are liable for any and all 

damages incurred.  A video for proper maintenance and care will be sent out to our students and viewed 

by everyone during the first days of schools. 

Social Emotional Well-Being: 

We recognize that during this time of uncertainty and heightened stress, student’s mental well-being 

must be a top priority. We are sensitive to the trauma that COVID-19 has created in many of our 

students and their families, and are here to assist and support our entire community. We also recognize 

that adolescents, by its very nature, is meant to be a time of peer interaction as young people “prepare 

to leave the nest to forge their own communities”. In a time of distancing and limited contact, this can 

be especially hard for our teenagers who are hard wired for physical peer interaction at this age.  

Our counseling department is working actively to create Social Emotional Well-Being plans for our 

students. Checking in with kids as often as we can, forging strong relationships that help to mitigate the 

impact of trauma on young people’s lives. Our teachers continue to receive training to equip them to be 

strong social emotional educators, and we will listen and respond compassionately to students who are 

hurting, impacted, or scared in today’s world. If you have any need to talk to our school counselor, Ms. 

Silva-Ponds regarding a concern for your student, please reach out to us.  
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In these last two weeks of summer vacation, and as we get closer to our September 8 return date, more 

information for students and families will be sent out via email, posted on social media platforms, and 

uploaded to the school website. 

You can also mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 26th at 6:00pm. I will be going live to answer 

questions on both our district Facebook page and on my Principal Aguilar YouTube page. 

Again, I am so excited to get this year underway! Hawk students are so fantastic, resilient, inquisitive, 

and kind, a true testament to the amazing College Place parents/guardian and community that shape 

these young people’s lives.   

Take care, and if you have any questions please feel free to reach out to me at rauilar@cpps.org.  

Go Hawks! 
 
Robert Aguilar, Principal 
College Place High School 
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