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LEARNING AND LEADING EVERY DAY 

 

Good Afternoon Parents and Students, 
 
As teachers and staff prepare for the upcoming start to the year, we want parents and students 
to know that we are excited and looking forward to working together to ensure that your child’s 
needs are being met.   Although remote learning is not the most ideal situation, our staff will work 
diligently to make sure that your child has the resources and means to be successful. At CMS, 
each student will be getting a computer to utilize each day for their instructional needs.  In 
making sure that your child is prepared, I have several important points that will be helpful for 
you to understand as school kicks off.   
 

1. STUDENT SCHEDULE.  At CMS, our teams will be running a block schedule.   A block schedule 
allows teachers to spend more academic time with students for an academic period, but students 
will not have each class every day.  For example, one day a student may have only Social Studies 
and Science on a Block “A” Day, but will not have Reading and Math until the next day, which 
would be a Block “B” Day.  Block schedules are very common in schools and allows teachers to 
cover more instructional material in a day.  This does not mean that students will not have work 
assigned to them during the day that they do not have the class.   Please print off your child’s 
schedule from your Skyward account.  It is also important that you check Skyward to make sure 
that your child’s schedule has not changed.   The block schedules for each team will be distributed 
during material pick up and explained.  It will also be posted on the Charleston Middle School 
website along with a calendar through December.      
 

2. ORIENTATION AND COMPUTER PICK UP.   Charleston Middle School has scheduled two days for 
orientation and material pick up.   The dates will be Friday, August 28th from 8-3:15 and Monday, 
August 31st from 8:45-3:15 and 5:00-7:00 P.M.  During this time, one parent and the student will be 
able to sign up for a 30 minute time slot to meet his/her team and to pick up a computer and 
materials for remote learning.   Only five families will be allowed per team for each time slot.   Staff 
will also give you the necessary tools to get started with Empower.   Empower is a tool for 
designing, creating, and assigning standards-based curriculum for students and teachers. Students 
will be able to complete the activities online on the Empower platform and submit their work 
digitally using the tool. Then, the teacher or facilitator assigns a score for each completed activity 
or assessment based on the descriptions of success associated with each skill or standard. More 
information will be given in an email about signing up for the orientation and computer pick up 
in the next couple days.   Since orientation will be occurring on Monday, August 31st, students will 
not follow their first block schedule day until Tuesday, September 1st.     
 

3. STUDENT EXPECTATIONS.   Once learning has begun, students are expected to follow the 
schedules that teams have given to them.   The schedule will be a consistent document and 
planned out in advance.  It is best that students get into a routine and follow that routine, as if they 
were at school.  It would be recommended that students have an area in his/her home that is 
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conducive to learning.   Each team and teacher will have office hours, in addition to the 
instructional times.    This is a time that if your child needs clarification or assistance that they 
should reach out to his/her teacher(s).  Student work will be graded and grades will be reflected in 
Skyward.   Our expectation is for students to try his/her best at all times.  If your child is struggling, 
please reach out to us so we can strategize to keep him/her on the right track.   Attendance will be 
taken on a daily basis, and if a student is going to be absent, we ask that you call the office to 
report that absence. During that absence, students need to contact his/her teacher to arrange to 
make up the work.  Often this work will be able to be accessed on Empower.     

 
I would like to personally thank you for your cooperation during this difficult time, Working 
together, we can make this year successful and overcome the many obstacles that we have 
encountered.    
 
 
Robert Lynn, CMS Principal 
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