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Minutes of Emergency Meeting of August 7, 2020 

 

The Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 1, Coles and Cumberland Counties, 

Illinois conducted an emergency meeting through an online “WebEx” platform on Friday, August 7, 

2020 at the Administration Building – 410 West Polk Avenue, Charleston, Illinois 61920. 

At 10:00 a.m., President Coe called the meeting to order and asked Secretary Daniels for roll call.  

Dr. Vilardo requested that the record show that this emergency meeting was being conducted 

through the use of a Webex internet audio conferencing service in accordance to Public Act 101-0640, 

which allows both open and closed meetings to be conducted via audio or video conference without 

the physical presence of a quorum of members.  The general public could listen to the public meeting 

by phone.  Comments or questions were to be submitted by email or postal mail by 9:50 a.m.  

 

Dr. Vilardo reported on technical difficulties with the Webex internet and apologized for the 

inconvenience.  He announced the new call in number and code for call in users.  The new call in 

number for the meeting was also posted on the website and sent through Thrill Share.   

 

The following board members were physically present in the board room:  

Jason Coe, President  

Susan Daniels, Secretary  

Matt Titus  

 

The following board members were present via WebEx:  

Scott Clarke, Vice President  

Charles Jarrell, Treasurer  

Brian Gough  

 

The following board member was absent:  

Eva Ritchey  

 

The following staff members were physically present in the board room:  

Todd Vilardo, Superintendent of Schools  

Chad Burgett, Assistant Superintendent for Business Services  

Kristen Holly, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services  

Genia Lang, Recording Secretary  

 

Visitors 11 Physically Present 

Visitors 99 and 1 Member of the Press (via WebEx).  The call in users reached the 100 capacity limit. 

 

Under public comments, written communications:  President Coe asked if there were any comments, 

questions or written communications.  Dr. Vilardo reported that the Board of Education received six 

(6) emails regarding reopening of school from Samantha Killman, Rachel Wilson, Ashley Cobb, 

Jessica Mertz/Lisa and Joe Judd, Juanita Cross, and Heather Siegel.  He read each email to the Board 

of Education and audience members, (the emails are located in official board book).   

 

CEA President Angel Warman was in attendance and asked if the recording for the meeting could be 

posted for the public to listen. 

 

Dr. Vilardo stated that tape recordings of the meeting are usually not made public, but the minutes 

are made public and posted on the website following approval of the Board of Education. 
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Mr. Titus asked if the rules could be waived to post the recording of the meeting. 

Dr. Vilardo indicated that he would research that. 

 

Dr. Vilardo reported that the Board of Education approved the 2020-21 official school calendar at its 

regular meeting held on July 15, 2020.  Since approval and having made a commitment to be flexible 

with the re-opening plans that were developed in early July, district administrators have monitored 

our local COVID-19 positive case data.  He stated that recent reports from the Coles County Health 

Department reveal increased cases, particularly among youth, and an “Orange” level, warning of 

increased COVID-19 risk in our county.  Due to this increased risk, especially when considering the 

approaching return of higher education students to Charleston, school district staff have considered 

multiple options for beginning the school year.  He said that under these new circumstances, the 

collaborative efforts of the CUSD #1 Administrative team, staff members, and union representatives 

have resulted in a decision that our school year should begin by using remote learning days to best 

assure the safety, health and well-being of our students, staff and entire school community.   

 

Dr. Vilardo reported that a delayed start to our district calendar would be advisable to best prepare 

for remote learning days with adequate student electronic devices, internet connectivity and training 

on our new Empower learning management system.  Dr. Vilardo requested that the Board of 

Education discuss calendar amendment options in preparation for a recommendation and subsequent 

approval of an amendment to the 2020-2021 official school calendar.  Two calendar options were 

presented to the Board of Education for discussion.   

 

Assistant Superintendent Kristen Holly reviewed calendar option A and B.  She stated that both 

calendar options include Teacher Institute Days on August 25 & 26 as well as Remote Learning 

Planning Days on August 27 & 28.  Both calendar options include the first remote learning day on 

August 31.  Both calendar options “delay” the start of the school term by two weeks. 

 

Option A: Adds days to end of school year to reflect a last student attendance day of June 4 

and a teacher institute day on June 7 

 

Option B: Adds student attendance days on December 21 and April 5; reflects a last student 

attendance day of June 2 and a teacher institute day on June 3.   

 

Mrs. Holly noted that the calendar change will have a potential impact on the date for high school 

graduation and may be subject to change by the CHS Principal.  Parent/teacher conference dates will 

remain the same to give a chance for teachers to communicate on student progress with the parents 

and students. 

 

President Coe asked if board members had questions or comments regarding the calendar options. 

Mr. Titus asked for clarification if the first possible date for in-person instruction would be on 

November 2, 2020. 

 

Mrs. Holly confirmed that October 30 would be the end of the quarter and time to reassess and 

November 2 would be the start of second quarter and possibly students return to in-person 

instruction. 

 

President Coe stated that he preferred Option A for the 2020-21 CUSD #1 calendar amendment, 

which would reflect the last student attendance day on June 4 and a teacher institute day on June 7, 

2021.   
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Mr. Gough agreed and moved to adopt Option A for the 2020-21 calendar amendment.  Mr. Titus 

seconded the motion. 

 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE:   Gough, Titus, Clarke, Jarrell, Daniels, Coe 

 NAY:  none  Abstain: none 

 Motion carried 

 

At 10:25 a.m., Mr. Titus moved to adjourn from the Emergency Meeting.  Mr. Gough seconded the 

motion. 

 

On roll call vote: 

    AYE:    Titus, Gough, Clarke, Jarrell, Daniels, Coe 

    NAY:    none  ABSTAIN:  none 

    motion carried 

 

 

 

 

    

 Jason Coe_________ 
     President, Board of Education  

 

Susan Daniels______ 
Secretary, Board of Education   

 

 

 


