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•	 When a bicycle is traveling in your lane and you need to make a right turn, always check to make sure the bicy-
clist has either stopped to let you turn, or allow the bicyclist to pass you before making the turn. Bicycles should 
pass on the left, but this is often overlooked due to the bicyclist’s comfort in doing so.

•	 Bicycles are less visible and, unlike motorcycles, are not required to have lights during daytime travel.

•	 Many bicyclists are under the age of 15 and many have not participated in a bicycle safety course or taken the 
Montana motor vehicle test. They are therefore unaware of many rules of the road, so proceed with extra caution 
when encountering youngsters on bikes.

•	 Treat bicyclists with respect. You share the road with bicyclists just as you do any other legitimate user of our 
roadways. Do not honk your horn, yell, or swerve toward a bicyclist. This may startle the bicyclist and cause a 
serious crash.

 ■ equipment And lighting required for BicycleS

Montana law requires that bicycles be equipped as follows: 

•	 When used at nighttime, a light on the front, which must emit white light visible for at least 500 feet to the front.

•	 A light emitting a red light visible from 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to the rear-facing reflectors, 
which are required.

•	 When used at nighttime, both tires of a bicycle must be equipped with retro-reflective sidewalls or reflectors 
mounted on the spokes of each wheel. Spoke-mounted reflectors must be within 76 mm (3 inches) of the inside of 
the rim and must be visible on each side of the wheel. The reflectors on the front wheel must be essentially color-
less or amber and the reflectors on the rear wheel must be amber or red.

•	 A brake that will enable the operator to make the wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement.

In addition, every bicyclist is encouraged to equip his/her bicycle with a fluorescent orange flag, clearly visible from the 
rear and suspended at least 6 feet above the roadway when the bicycle is standing upright. 

Many vehicle/bicycle crashes could be avoided. One of the major causes of such crashes is the fact that most motor-
ists do not see the bicyclist. Start now to think “bicycle” just as you do “vehicle” while driving. Pay extra attention as 
you enter streets, cross bikeways or sidewalks, and when you make turns. Watch for children on bicycles who may 
dart out between parked cars or hedges. Keep in mind that bicyclists are very vulnerable.

 ► PARKING

 ■ generAl guidelineS

Drivers are responsible for making sure that their vehicle does not become a hazard after it has been parked.  When-
ever you park your car, be sure it is in a place that is (1) far enough from any travel lane to avoid interfering with traffic 
and (2) visible to cars approaching from either direction.

•	 Always park in a designated area if possible.
•	 Always set your parking brake when you park. Leave the vehicle in gear if it has a manual transmission, or in park 

if it has an automatic transmission.
•	 Check traffic before you open the door. Get out of the vehicle on the curbside if you can. If you have to use the 

street side, check for vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians before you get out. Shut the door as soon as you can 
after getting out.

•	 Never leave keys in a parked car. Lock the doors whenever you leave your vehicle.
•	 If you must park on a roadway, park your vehicle as far away from traffic as possible. If there is a curb, park as 

close to it as you can. If there is no curb available to stop or park, pull over as close as practicable to the edge of 
shoulder.

•	 Your vehicle must be within 18 inches (1.5 feet) of the curb or shoulder. 
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•	 Vehicles parked on a roadway or shoulder during hours of darkness must have front and rear lights visible for 500 
feet. If headlights are on, they must be dimmed.

•	 Use your turn signal when entering traffic from a parking space. Be sure to look in both directions and double-
check for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians when backing out of a parking space.

 ■ pArAllel pArking

To parallel park in an empty space that has vehicles parked in front of and behind it:

1. Use the turn indicator to signal your intention to park.

2. Position your vehicle parallel with the vehicle parked in front of the empty space and maintain 
at least two feet from this vehicle. Align your rear bumper with the rear bumper of the vehicle 
parked in front of the empty space (Figure A).

3. Reverse slowly until the front of the vehicle is even with the front door of the parallel car. Turn 
the wheel sharply to the right and reverse slowly until the vehicle is at a 45-degre angle, and 
reverse (Figure B).

4. When the front of your vehicle passes the rear of the parallel car, turn your steering wheel to 
the left sharply, then gradually, while backing into the space (Figure C).

5. Straighten your vehicle’s wheels and pull forward in the space (Figure D).

 ■ pArking on A hill

When you park on a hill, turn your wheels sharply toward the side of the road. This way, if your car 
starts to roll downhill, it will roll away from traffic.

•	 When you park facing downhill, turn your wheels toward the curb (Figure A). 
•	 When you park facing uphill, turn your wheels away from the curb (Figure B). 

o If there is no curb, turn your wheels away from the street (Figure C).
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 ■ no pArking ZoneS

There are many areas where you cannot park. Check for signs that prohibit or limit parking. 

Some parking restrictions are indicated by colored curb markings: 

•	 White = stopping only to pick up or unload passengers
•	 Yellow = stopping only long enough to load or unload and you must stay with the car
•	 Red = do not stop, stand, or park 

Do not park:

•	 In an intersection
•	 Within 20 feet of a crosswalk or sidewalk at an intersection
•	 In a construction area if your vehicle will block traffic
•	 Within 30 feet of a traffic signal, stop sign, or yield sign
•	 Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant
•	 Within 50 feet of a railroad crossing
•	 More than 18 inches (1.5 feet) from the curb
•	 Within 20 feet of a fire station driveway on the same side of the street, or within 75 feet of a driveway on the other 

side of the street
•	 Blocking a driveway, alley, private road, or area of the curb removed or lowered for access to the sidewalk
•	 On a bridge or elevated structure or in a tunnel or underpass
•	 On the wrong side of the street
•	 On the road-side of a parked vehicle (double parking)
•	 On railroad tracks
•	 Wherever a sign says you cannot park
•	 In a space marked for the handicapped, unless you have a handicap license plate, tag, or 

sticker (you can be fined for improper parking in Handicapped Parking Only)


