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 August 19, 2020  

 

Dear Old Bridge Community: 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well.  As the summer sun contemplates her 

retirement, it is my hope that you have taken some well-deserved time to relax and find some happy 

times as we all endure this global pandemic. Since we closed the previous school year, the 

administration, BOE members, parents, union leadership, staff, and professionals from varying 

backgrounds gathered as a Reentry Taskforce to shape a plan to reopen our classrooms. 

As always, we have prioritized health and safety for both students and staff and gone to great lengths 

to honor and be mindful of the fluidity of the Governor's Executive Orders, the CDC's 

recommendations and the New Jersey Health Department's guidance as we navigate the Road Back. 

The task has been arduous and taxing to say the least. I want to thank all members of a Reentry 

Taskforce for their unwavering dedication to the core values of safety first even though decisions 

made from this vantage point are not always popular in the public eye.  

Last evening, the unanimous recommendation of the taskforce to amend the reentry plan was 

presented to the Board of Education for consideration. The recommendation comes on the heels of 

the change of direction administered by the governor’s office. Previously, school districts were 

directed to develop a reentry plan even if the stakeholders had reservations related to health and 

safety. In other words, we had to develop the best plan we could within the confines of less than safe 

parameters.  

The amended Reentry Plan consists of the following factors: 

September 1-3 staff will report for remote in service days to prepare for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Phase I- September 8 will begin the school year with remote only instruction, delaying the 33% 

capacity hybrid instruction until after October 9. This will allow the district to alleviate concerns 

connected to temperature related air quality and staffing. Additionally, it is our hope that more 

questions are answered in accordance with community spread of the pandemic and we have greater 

data allowing us to reopen our schools.  

Phase II- October 12 Conditions allowing, students report to their assigned 33% cohort for hybrid 

instruction in-person days. Students previously identified for remote only instruction for the first 

marking period will continue with remote instruction.  

Phase III- Date TBD Cohorts for hybrid instruction expand to 66% capacity and increased in person 

instruction time.  

Phase IV- Date TBD Old Bridge Township Public Schools welcomes students and staff back for 

full in person instruction.  

I invite you to review the PowerPoint presentation that was shared at the board meeting last night. 

http://oldbridgetownshipnj.apptegy.us/o/obtps/page/the-path-forward-plan-to-reopen-schools 

The PowerPoint will provide greater detail into the plan development process, details about calendar 

changes, examples of student learning schedules, and insight to student related services. If you have 

questions please continue to utilize our FAQ 

https://www.oldbridgeadmin.org/o/obtps/page/frequently-asked-questions-faq--4 and utilize our 

direct email at covidreentryquestions@obps.org. 
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