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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Regular Meeting 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  July 6, 2020 
 
7:00 Regular Board Meeting 
1. Call to order 

The Regular Board Meeting was called to order by President Max McComb at 7:03 p.m.  He welcomed all 
present to the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members physically present for the roll call were Max McComb, Lori Larson, Merle Giles, and Dr. 
Jeremy Henrichs.  Board members Meghan Hennesy, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz attended 
remotely. Also physically present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Board Recorder, Dawn 
Quinley.  
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
President McComb proposed changing the order of items on the agenda. He suggested moving public 
comment after Dr. Hall’s presentation about the reopening plan and before Board discussion about the 
reopening plan. 
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the agenda as modified.  The motion 
passed. 

 
5. Reopening Update 

President McComb thanked the Reopening Task for their work and Dr. Hall for all of the communication 
she has provided during the process.  Dr. Hall thanked the many people involved in the process of putting 
the reopening plan so far.  She explained that the plan was worked on by the instructional sub-committee 
which was primarily made up of teachers. The committee studied plans from other districts, looked at results 
from the District’s survey of parents, along with guidance received from the Illinois State Board of 
Education.  She thanked the community for the messages of thanks and comments provided over the 
weekend. She acknowledged that the parameters we are working under are difficult and don’t lend 
themselves to something that everyone will agree on, and the guidance being received from is continually 
being revised and changed.  Plans will continue to be revised as needed. 
 
Dr. Hall gave the Board an overview of the work that has been done by the Reopening Task Force, focusing 
on the work of the instructional sub-committees.  She emphasized that for the fall, the focus has shifted from 
loss of learning to teaching and instruction.   The goal is to meet student instructional needs regardless of 
instructional setting.  Dr. Hall reviewed the reopening plans recommended by the instructional 
subcommittees along with what is allowable within ISBE guidelines for K-5 and 6-12. She reviewed pros 
and cons for each plan and stressed that this lists are not all inclusive and some carry more weight than 
others. The plans were included in the board meeting packet.   
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Dr. Hall reviewed some pros and cons related to having more days in school.  Pros include more days in 
school which everyone wants, childcare/family schedules are easier; students are in the presence of teachers 
more days per week; more consistency for students; and more efficient and effective support for students 
who need interventions.  Cons include the inability to maintain social distancing, especially during lunch 
and passing times at the junior high and high school; using classrooms for lunch; students needing to stay in 
their classroom all day which is developmentally hard for younger students; possible challenge to provide as 
safe an environment for at-risk staff and students; recommendation that insurance company and attorneys 
approve anything that might fall outside guidance; and increased challenge finding substitute teachers.       
 
Dr. Hall shared that a plan is being worked on for a remote option for families who do not wish to send their 
children for in-person instruction.  It will be centered on synchronous learning.  Moving forward, volunteers 
may be needed for lunch supervision, part-time educational office personnel will be needed to assist District 
Nurse Nita Bachman with tracking of cases of COVID-19 along with daily screening of students.  We may 
need a coordinator to track student status and attendance, and administration will continue to work on plans 
for employees who cannot work in-person.       
 
Dr. Hall asked Assistant Principal/Athletic Director, Matt Hensley, to provide the Board with a brief 
overview of IHSA Return to Play Phase 4 guidelines that were received on Friday, July 3 and how those 
have been implemented at Mahomet-Seymour. Mr. Hensley indicated that he is anticipating another set of 
guidelines for fall sports. There are some discrepancies between IHSA guidelines and ISBE guidelines.  The 
guidelines for IHSA apply until August 10.  Mr. Hensley stated that he thinks that many fall sports will take 
place.  There will be some challenges to address related to how to handle ticketing, capacity, as well as other 
things to consider including how to address marching band.   
 

6. Public Comment 
Lara Handsfield shared her concerns about some comments at the last board meeting related to the anti-
racism resolution presented at that meeting.  
 
Nikki Gallier and Jodi Eisenmann spoke to the Board about their concerns with the proposed reopening 
plans.   
 
President McComb shared that due to the large number of emails received for public comment, the emails 
would not be read during the meeting, but would instead be posted on the District website. He indicated that 
all of the comments received by 4pm have been forwarded to the Board, and any received after 4pm will be 
forwarded to the Board in the morning.  He summarized the concerns presented in the emails received 
before the meeting:  

 4 were in favor of the Task Force proposed plan 
 1 wanted to stay true to ISBE guidelines 
 47 were in favor of a full in-person return 
 12 were in favor of offering a full in-person return and a full remote option 
 5 were in favor of returning remotely 
 15 of the emails were in favor of reduced days, but more than 1 day for JH and HS 
 5 were concerned about coordination of schedules between buildings including transportation and 

wanted consistency between the buildings   
 
MSEA shared a statement from the union asking the Board to please consider not only what is best for 
students with regard to reopening schools, but also for the staff and their families.  
 
Board Discussion of Reopening Update: 
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The Board discussed the reopening plans.  Dr. Hall was asked what direction she needs from the Board to 
move forward.  She explained that now that the Board has the proposed plans and has received input from 
the public, she is looking for thoughts about the plan, as well as direction from the Board for next steps.  She 
would like the Board to weigh in on whether administration and the Task Force need to go back to the 
drawing board, stick with the plan, or come back with more options.  She would also like direction about 
what the position or approach will be about requiring the use of face coverings/masks.  She said she would 
like to have a finalized plan at the next Board meeting, realizing that things might have to change even after 
the plan is finalized.   
 
A concern was expressed that the Board doesn’t have enough information about the process and information 
considered by the Task Force to be able to overrule the recommendations of the Task Force.  There was 
some disagreement expressed about the Board needing this level of detail in order to send the plans back to 
the Task Force if the Board thinks the plans should be revised. 
 
The Board spent considerable time discussing several aspects of students returning to school in-person and 
how following the ISBE guidelines may or may not be possible.  It was noted that the guidelines from ISBE 
are not prescriptive, much is left up to individual school districts to decide what is best, and the strongest 
language in the guidelines are about requiring face coverings/masks. The plans have not been sent to 
District attorneys or insurance company, but will be once the Board settles on a plan. 
   
As part of the discussion, Dr. Rummel provided the Board with a summary of the process the Instructional 
Subcommittee took to come up with the proposed hybrid plan.  She explained that the committee looked at 
everything on a continuum from full in-person to full remote. They were not comfortable coming back to 
school full time until Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois plan, and this was primarily because of social 
distancing/mask compliance concerns for lower grades, and space concerns for the upper grades to be able 
to maintain social distance. The subcommittee reviewed an extensive list of plans from other Districts and 
used the ISBE guidelines as a framework. The proposed hybrid plan was the preferred plan by the 
subcommittee, but they also came up with a plan that would allow for more in-person instruction while still 
following ISBE guidelines. 
 
Dr. Rummel explained that a full school day requires at least 5 clock hours of instruction whether in-person 
or remote.  A question was asked how teachers, parents, and students will be made ready for e-learning.  Dr. 
Rummel shared that the subcommittee spent time discussing this and it is one of the reasons behind the 
proposal of one day each week for asynchronous learning so that professional development and support can 
be provided for teachers in the morning, and then teachers can use the afternoon to provide support or 
reinforcements for students as needed individually or in small groups.   
 
Dr. Rummel was asked to elaborate on what it would look like for a student to be in school for a full day. 
She explained that one of the reasons the subcommittee recommended half days for K-5 is because it would 
be challenging to require younger children to stay in one space for an extended period of time, and reduced 
class size would allow teachers to do more at one time than could be done with a larger group. If the Board 
wants students to come back for a full day, every day, the subcommittee would have to consider what that 
might look like because students will not likely be able to socially distance well all day.   
 
The Board discussed whether or not teachers that were not on the subcommittee were asked their thoughts 
about the proposed plan, or if the union has voted on the proposed plans.  Dr. Rummel indicated that there 
was discussion on the K-5 subcommittee of sending the proposed plan out to the other teachers. Dr. Hall 
shared that MSEA co-presidents were part of the Reopening Task Force and the instructional 
subcommittees. Dr. Hall said that the purpose of the meeting tonight is to discuss the proposed plan and 
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receive feedback from both the public and the Board.  It is a draft, guidance is needed, and changes are to be 
expected.        
 
The Board asked how well equipped District classrooms are to do synchronous learning.  Jared Lynn, 
Director of Technology, shared that classrooms are not equipped currently for synchronous learning.  He 
said he is prepared to implement whatever plan, but not prepared to make purchases until he knows what is 
needed. Dr. Rummel shared that the District is look to make spaces available for students to come to do 
their work, hotspots are available for check out, and parking lots are all being set up so people can access 
Wi-Fi from District parking lots. 
 
The Board discussed surveying employees and parents, the importance of avoiding implicit bias with any 
surveys that are sent, and providing sufficient detail on surveys so that detailed data is available for 
decisions that need to be made.  A survey will be sent to families when a decision is needed from parents on 
the choice they are making for their student regarding in-person or remote learning.   
 
There was consensus among Board members that offering choices to families is important.  The Board 
would like to see what a full time option would look like.  Dr. Rummel indicated that she will prepare a full-
time option for the Board to review.  The Board also asked Dr. Hall to contact District attorneys and 
insurance company to review the proposed plans and provide feedback.   

 
7. Adjournment 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:23 p.m. by “yes” 
vote, 7-0. 

 
 

 
Max McComb, President     Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Secretary  
  
         
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 


