
Guidelines for Report Card Comments  
A comment on the report card should provide additional information about the student’s level of achievement. In combination with the assigned 
grade it should give the parent/guardian a picture of what the student has accomplished over the course of the term and the areas he/she may 
need to continue to work on in the future.  
 
All comments follow the Strength, Challenge and Next Step model, specific to that student.  Please note that one phrase may be written so that it 
is both a Challenge and a Next Step. 
 
Consider the audience: Comments should be written in language, free from educational jargon, which will be easily understood by 
parents/guardians and students. 
 
Expectations of the Principal 

● Stay consistent with the Assessment Plan 2020-2021 
 
Scheduling Guidelines  
Please see the SVU Planning Tool documents under “Copies of Artifacts Documents” in the following link. 

● K-12 6/15-6/18/2020 Reflect, Learn, Plan 

 
Math Guidelines 
1. K-12 Teachers will utilize the  Eureka Math Program to support instruction.  
 
2. End of module assessments from Eureka Math or Number Corners are permissible (K-5), and these changes must be made as a grade level 
team and match the SVU Proficiency-Based Scoring Guide. Assessments may be broken down to complete over days.  
 
3. K-12 Instructional Template-see link below. 

● Teachers will make use of the instructional template and indicate other resources being used to support the lesson. This will allow 
teachers to share effective resources that strengthen the instructional program at each grade level. 

● Parts of the lesson can be done at different parts of the day as teachers see appropriate.  Some lessons might be recommended to be 
implemented or reinforced in other subject areas, for example data lessons being taught during science or social studies. Link to 
Instructional Template If you are following the Eureka Math Format, you are adhering to this expectation. 

 
4.   Incorporation of the CCSS Mathematical Practices 

● There are eight essential mathematical practices that students should be utilizing and teachers MUST model and encourage. 
These practices are essential and specific to the teaching and learning of mathematics. 

● These practices are outlined in the Core Standards and sets of posters have been created that align with different grade level bands 
reflecting visuals and student-friendly language.  
 Provides grade appropriate posters with visual representations and student-friendly language. Videos Sponsored by the Noyce 
Foundation, Inside Mathematics Provides video examples of the Eight Essential Math Practices by Grade Level. 

 
5. A Pathway to Math Fluency 
Number Corner is a skill-building program that revolves around the classroom calendar, providing daily practice as well as continual encounters 
with broader mathematical concepts in 15–20 minutes of engaging instruction. Revised to address the Common Core State Standards for 
Mathematics, Number Corner second edition is an essential component in Mathematics used to complement Eureka Math K–5 curriculum.  
 
6. All schools will utilize Zearn & Reflex Math in Grades 2 for all students that have not mastered their facts. **** Please see SVU Math Fact 
Fluency Document for further information. 
 
K-12 Writing Non-Negotiables Once Taught- Tools in support of SVUUSD’s Writing Non-Negotiables (K-3) 
 
Running and Anecdotal Record Keeping-Uniform Practice and Protocol 
 
Expectation: Anecdotal or Running Records (Raz-Kids/Reading A-Z) will occur every 4 weeks for ALL students Grades 1-5. 
 
Purpose: This practice of collecting running records and anecdotal notes serves as a means of valuable formative assessment. The data 
gleaned from the running records/ anecdotal conferring notes serves to inform the teacher of reading achievements/progress as well as to 
identify next steps in differentiating instruction. Consequently, all teachers are expected to maintain a monthly anecdotal record. 
 
Tools: Selected text: Teachers are asked to use the instructional text the student is currently working with. This text has been selected to 
support the SVU Curriculum and to provide adequate challenge to the student (within instructional level). The text should fall between 100 and 
150 running words. This may vary depending on the age and reading level of a student. Make sure to have read the text you are administering 
yourself and reflect back on the instructional skills you have taught . 
 
Oral Reading Rate Increased reading rate can be cited as a form of improvement. If reading rate is not automatically calculated, divide the 
number of words read by elapsed time (total seconds) and multiply by 60. This will provide the number of words read per minute. There is no 
expectation to time the student’s reading when students are in Kindergarten or in the fall of First Grade.  
 
The Hasbrouck-Tindal (2006) table of oral reading fluency chart represents World Correct Per Minute (WCPM) not simply words read. 

***The only nationally normed reference chart for fluency.*** 
 
Reading fluency. Accuracy, phrasing, and using punctuation correctly are also parts of fluency. The National Reading Panel’s definition of 
fluency is the ability to read text with accuracy, appropriate rate, and good expression. The ability to read words quickly does not by itself 
indicate a high score in fluency. However, rate and accuracy provide an indication of a student’s fluency. Students should be encouraged to do 
multiple readings of the same text as a way to improve fluency. Having students practice with the 300 most common phrases will also improve 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15sKO1n56ONhd-mYsSqbKhFqm3Wk_peyXujKre4a4DLI/edit?ts=5f11719e
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dGHbYVRo0yUzmGhA2BSJMD3saRAY3BR1_97Q5i8T2wU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PI1mrmTdH1TcOergKEp27eCM8g59y1Pk1DKL4l6Yuk4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PI1mrmTdH1TcOergKEp27eCM8g59y1Pk1DKL4l6Yuk4/edit
http://www.insidemathematics.org/common-core-resources/mathematical-practice-standards
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AEVhWLK4cfXf2Jp4WSIgKc_Ow14skkPkYDYgL4Yy7DQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AEVhWLK4cfXf2Jp4WSIgKc_Ow14skkPkYDYgL4Yy7DQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Aj8Fhnf47slLUkiJmARTGxmKFvK6J0l3UXoYGv3neLc/edit?copiedFromTrash
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/26/386
http://www.timrasinski.com/presentations/fry_600_instant_phrases.pdf


reading fluency. 
 
Fundations Taught in Grades K-2 
Students in grades K-2 receive a systematic program in critical foundational skills, emphasizing: 

● Phonemic awareness 
● Phonics/ word study 
● High frequency word study 
● Reading fluency 
● Vocabulary 
● Comprehension strategies  
● Handwriting 

Although Fundations includes comprehension strategies, it must be combined with a core/literature-based language arts program for an 
integrated and comprehensive approach to reading and spelling. 

Fundations serves as a prevention program to help reduce reading and spelling failure. It is integral to a Multi-tiered System of Supports (MTSS) 
or Response to Intervention (RTI) framework, providing research-based instruction in Tier 1 as well as early intervention (Tier 2) for 
students at risk for reading difficulties. To support the implementation of an MTSS or RTI framework, progress monitoring is built into 
Fundations. This allows students requiring a more intensive program to be identified early before undergoing years of struggle. 
 
Implementation highlights: 

● Instruction occurs in the general education classroom by the regular classroom teacher. 
● The lesson is flexible in that teachers select specific words to teach based upon the needs of the students in their classrooms. 
● Specific guidelines are provided to address the needs of: 

○ Advanced students 
○ English language learners 

Words their Way : Grades 3-5 
The word study approach based on years of research into invented and developmental spelling, the classroom-proven framework of this 
successful series is keyed to the five stages of spelling and orthographic development. Each stage-specific companion volume features a 
complete curriculum of reproducible sorts and detailed directions for teachers working with students in each stage of spelling development, from 
emergent through derivational relations. 
 
Students take a developmental inventory several times a year to determine a student's stage of instruction and to monitor progress. Words their 
way allows teachers to differentiate based on the student stage of spelling development. This program can also be used to develop reading and 
vocabulary skills.  
 
Teachers have access to digital word lists, sorts, games and activities that match instruction through Pearson Realize. 
 
SVU Required K-5 Science Units  

Grade  Topics  

Kindergarten 
 

Forces and Interactions: Pushes and Pulls 
Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems: Animals, Plants, and Their Environment 
Weather and Climate 
Engineering Design 

Grade 1 
 

Waves: Light and Sound 
Structure, Function, and Information Processing 
Space Systems: Patterns and Cycles 
K-2.Engineering Design 

Grade 2 
 

Structure and Properties of Matter 
Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems 
Earth’s Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth 
K-2.Engineering Design 

Grade 3 
 

Forces and Interactions 
Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems: Environmental Impacts on Organisms 
Inheritance and Variation of Traits: Life Cycles and Traits 
Weather and Climate 
Engineering Design 

Grade 4 
 

Energy 
Waves 
Structure, Function, and Information Processing 
Earth's Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth 
Engineering Design 

Grade 5 Structure and Properties of Matter 



 Matter and Energy in Organisms and Ecosystems 
Earth’s Systems 
Space Systems: Stars and the Solar System 
Engineering Design 

 
All teachers, K-5, will use Mystery Science (https://mysteryscience.com/) will support the curriculum.  
 
SVU Required K-5 Social Studies Key Ideas/Topics 

Grade  Topics  

Kindergarten 
 

Identity 
Celebrations/Traditions 
Civic Ideals 
Rules 
Maps & Globes 
Wants & Needs 

Grade 1 
 

Family Diversity 
Global Citizenship  
President 
Maps & Geography 
Family (History) 
Economic Choices  

Grade 2 
 

Communities 
Civic Symbols 
Rules 
Geography and Communities  
Community History  
Economic Interdependence 

Grade 3 
 

Global Geography 
Globalization 
Cultural Diversity  
Leadership & Government  
Human Rights 
Trade 

Grade 4 
 

Geography  
Decision Making  
Government & Citizens 
Rights 
Immigration  

Grade 5 
 

Complex Societies  
Geography 
History 
Economics  
Constitution of the United States 

 
Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports  
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports is a process for creating school environments that are more predictable and effective for achieving 
academic and social goals. PBIS will enhance our current systems and practices and also change our culture for the better.  
 
As a part of PBIS, teachers, administrators, counselors, and support staff will have the responsibility to TEACH positive behavior expectations to 
students. Students will receive ongoing instruction from staff on our school-wide expectations in all areas of the school. The classroom, 
bathroom, cafeteria, hallways, bus, computer lab, media center, recess/playground and at assemblies are all settings where students will be 
expected to act in a safe, respectful and responsible manner. 
 
Major Components of PBIS: 

●  A school-wide, common approach to discipline  
● Positively stated expectations for all students and staff  
●  Procedures for teaching the expectations  
● Procedures for encouraging the maintenance of the expectations  
● Procedures for discouraging rule violating behavior  
●  Monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the discipline system on a regular basis.  

 
PBIS is a nationally recognized program that the Vermont Agency of Education has endorsed.  
 
The main intention of the PBIS initiative is to provide consistent expectations to every student, then acknowledge students for positive behavior 

https://mysteryscience.com/


choices. Our goal is that every student, parent and staff member feels safe, happy and connected as a member of the learning community. 
 
Along with PBIS, Second Step will be implemented as part of SVU’s Tier I Social and Emotional curriculum.  
 
Second Step, used K-8, supports students’ self-regulation and social-emotional skills as part of SVU’s social and emotional learning curriculum. 

https://www.secondstep.org/

