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Message from the Superintendent 

On behalf of everyone at Mohave Valley Elementary School District 
(MVESD), I would like to thank our community members for your support of 
our students and staff. It has been an unprecedented time in the 27 years 
that I have been in education. As the new Superintendent of the Mohave 
Valley School District, I had plans to introduce myself and visit with the 
many stakeholders that make up our great community. However, since 
starting on July 1 st , I have been working with staff and health 
professionals to ensure that our students, your children, have the best 
education possible. We have also been developing plans to safely reopen 
buildings when the time comes.  

 

During the past spring semester when the “Stay at Home” order was given, schools really didn’t 
close. Teachers and staff adjusted with little or no notice, and families with students acclimated to 
what needed to be done. At the end of the day, we made it work with understanding and 
cooperation. 

 

We will start the beginning of the 2020-21 school year providing distance learning opportunities for 
our students. Our staff is dedicated to ensuring that every student in our school district receives a 
high quality education. 

 

The MVESD School Board members have provided excellent leadership during these trying times, 
and they continue to support our District schools and the community of families they serve. 

 

In anticipation of the sacrifices that will be made this year, I would like to thank our students for 
their resilience, adaptability, and spirit; our parents for their support, patience, and understanding; 
and our staff for their courage, professionalism, and dedication. The 2020-21 school year promises to 
be an especially challenging one for all of us, but we are confident that we can weather these 
challenges together. This community is close-knit and pulls together during times such as these. 
MVESD is proud to be your, ‘Small. Safe. Neighborhood School.’ 

 

With much appreciation,  

 

 

Cole Young 
MVESD #16 Superintendent 
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Introduction: 

The COVID-19 pandemic presents the most serious public health crisis the world has experienced in generations. Looking 
forward to the 2020-21 school year and beyond, MVESD is committed to do everything it can to reopen our campuses because 
we believe doing so is in the best interest of our students. And yet, we recognize that MVESD needs to find a pathway for 
reopening its campuses safely with the health and wellbeing of our entire community in mind. 
 
MVESD Roadmap for Reopening is guided by the assumption that a vaccine will not be available for 12-18 months, which 
means MVESD needs to be able to respond quickly to circumstances in its own school community as well as to conditions in 
the state of Arizona. Even as we plan to reopen our campuses in August, we know we may need to close them again with very 
little advance warning. This means MVESD must be prepared to toggle between different learning models designed to fit a 
variety of circumstances and drivers. 
 
While the educational portions of this plan have been developed by district leaders with input from teachers, specialists, 
and others from within our schools, as well as educational experts outside of our district, the strategies to promote social 
distancing and community health are being developed in consultation with community medical professionals, each with 
strong ties to our community:  

Alan Barton, M.D. 
Pediatrics Specialist 

22 Years Medical Experience 
 

Anees Arshad, M.D. 
Pulmonologist with over 30 years of experience 

Western Arizona Regional Medical Center 
  

“ I think overall this is well-done and the contingency plans and handling of suspected or confirmed COVID 
19 follows what the health department has outlined as well as the CDC.” 

Maggie Wilcox 
 Health Educator, CCHC, RDH University of Arizona 

 

“I think you have created a very thorough and comprehensive document.” 
Dean Wenrich 

Community Health Educator 
Mohave County Department of Public Health 

 
“As professional educators, the school district staff are the experts in the field of education, and are best 

qualified to provide system-wide plans for how to resume school. At the same time, public health officials, 
guided by science, are the experts in pandemic response, and should be looked to as the experts in 

determining when to open school. I believe this Roadmap for re-entry manages both.”  
Mr. Whitney Crow 

MVESD #16 
Prior Superintendent (11 Years) 

 
“I congratulate you! The plan is good and solid and speaks to the children.”  

Dr. Emmett Brown 
MVESD #16 

Prior Superintendent (16 Years) 
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This Roadmap is guided by five principles: 
1. Act with fidelity to MVESD’s Vision, Mission, and Goals by prioritizing quality education for all 
students that provides continuity of learning and that is engaging and rigorous regardless of the 
instructional model they are served in during the school year. 

2. Prefer in-person learning over distance learning whenever it is safe to do so. 

3. Prioritize student and staff health, safety, and well-being. 

4. Promote hygiene and health-related policies that are research based, clearly communicated, effectively 
implemented, and enforced. 

5. Promote practices and policies to reduce the risk of virus transmission and support our capacity to be 
responsive and flexible when facing changing health circumstances. 

Through this Roadmap, we hope to shape positive school and learning experiences within a challenging 
new context. We will continue to operate under the guidance of the public health officials, Arizona 
Department of Education (ADE), and other governmental agencies. 

 

Other resources consulted and used as guidance when developing the MVESD #16 Road Map Re-Entry: 
● Arizona Department of Education https://www.azed.gov/ 
● Arizona Department of Health Services https://www.azdhs.gov/ 
● Centers for Disease Control and Prevention https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
● Maricopa County Health Department https://www.maricopa.gov/5460/Coronavirus-Disease-2019 
● Mohave County Department of Public Health 

https://www.mohavecounty.us/ContentPage.aspx?id=127 
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Rights and Responsibilities within the MVESD Community 

 

Rights  — Every student, teacher, or staff member should be known, valued, and cared for. This 
fundamental right accompanies membership in MVESD’s school community. It implies we all 
have a right to expect both emotional and physical safety. During the COVID-19 pandemic, this 
means members of our community can reasonably expect a heightened level of concern for 
their health and wellbeing. While it is possible that students, teachers, or staff members will be 
exposed to COVID-19 in the course of their work or studies, everyone is entitled to expect that 
reasonable effort and reasonable precaution will be taken to prevent this from happening. 
 
Responsibilities — Our Commitment also implies that members of our community should Know, 
Value, and Care for others. Our interactions with others (friends and strangers, students and 
adults) should be self-aware, respectful, and courteous. During the COVID-19 pandemic, this 
means complying willingly with rules and policies designed to keep our community safe and 
healthy. We must be thinking of others, appreciating that their risk tolerance might be lower 
than ours, and adjusting our behavior with sensitivity and respect. Respecting policies and 
expectations, even when inconvenient to ourselves is non-negotiable. In some communities, 
measures taken to prevent COVID-19 infection have ignited conflicts between the liberty of 
individuals and perceptions of the common good. We expect our community to openly accept 
the following guidelines:  

 
All members of our community and visitors to our campuses follow guidelines 
regarding wearing masks, wash and disinfect their hands frequently, and mind 
physical distancing norms; 
All members of our community and visitors to our campuses respectfully interact 
with each other in and out of the classroom, and take responsibility for maintaining 
a healthy environment; 
All parents and bus riders comply with bus drivers'/monitors’ requests to follow 
rules on our buses; 
All members of our community and visitors to our campuses follow self-screening 
guidelines for symptoms of illness and refrain from coming to campus when 
symptomatic; and 
All members of our community and visitors to our campuses comply with 
self-quarantine rules regarding exposure to COVID-19. 
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     How do we know when to Reopen our buildings? 

 

 

Board Approves Distance Learning Through First Quarter: 

The MVESD #16 Governing Board approved this re-entry plan on Thursday, July 23, 2020.  MVESD will 
begin school as scheduled on Wednesday, August 5th, 2020. However, per Governor Ducey’s 
Executive Order dated June 29, all teaching and learning will take place remotely (distance learning 
model) for at least the first two weeks of school.  MVESD #16 will continue with Distance Learning 
throughout the first quarter of school.  Student health, welfare and safety topped our list when it came to 
making this very difficult decision. This determination was based on the idea of Predictability, 
Consistency, and Flexibility.  The predictability of knowing what to expect week to week for our 
parents, students and teachers was paramount to us.  This ‘knowing’ of what school will look like for the 
entire first quarter allows for stability in how to prepare, organize, plan and manage the needs of all 
groups involved.  The consistency lends itself to the quality of education being provided by our teachers 
and staff.  We, as a District, aren’t changing gears in and out of instructional models based on the daily 
data being provided by our local and state health professionals/organizations.  Lastly, the flexibility 
ensures teachers are able to access the needs of students through Distance Learning via live video 
lessons (which are recorded), recorded lessons to access when learning is appropriate, and teacher 
office hours for individual support.  This Road Map discusses the intricacies involved with the Distance 
Learning instructional model.  

As a District, we know that face-to-face learning is what is best for not only our students, your child(ren), 
but also for our teachers and staff.  We know that Distance Learning is not what everyone signed up for 
when thinking about school and learning.  We will work closely with local and state health 
agencies/professionals and monitor the metrics provided to us while also preparing our schools for 
students returning to our buildings in October.  We appreciate your patience and understanding.  This 
time is temporary and working through it together in the best interest of public safety benefits everyone 
involved.  
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Update:  

On August 6, 2020,, the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) released public health 
benchmarks that provide our school communities much-needed clarity on schools' safe reopening. The 
benchmarks align with the three of the learning scenarios outlined in the Arizona Department Of 
Education’s Roadmap for Reopening Schools to help school leaders, educators, students, and families 
understand how the metrics should influence school reopening decisions.  

The scenarios are:  
  

● Scenario One: All Students in Physical Buildings 
○ In-person, teacher-led instruction 
○ Minimal community spread: Evidence of isolated cases or limited community 

transmission, case investigations underway; no evidence of exposure in large communal 
settings 

● Scenario Two: Some Students in Physical Buildings and Some Students Distance Learning 
○ Hybrid learning 
○ Moderate Community Spread: Sustained transmission with high likelihood or confirmed 

exposure within communal settings and potential for rapid increase in cases 
● Scenario Three: All Students Distance Learning with the Option of Returning to Physical 

Buildings when Appropriate 
○ Distance learning with onsite support services 
○ Substantial Community Spread: Large scale, controlled community transmission, 

including communal settings (e.g., schools, workplaces) 
 
ADHS further defines community spread levels with the thresholds outlined below. These benchmarks 
and thresholds indicate which scenario should be in place based on the spread of COVID19.  
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MVESD will provide two instructional delivery options at the start of school.  They are as follows: 

Option #1: “Short-Term” Distance Learning  

● Students will be enrolled in their school, with their regular classroom teacher(s).  

● Students’ classroom teachers will provide a variety of both synchronous (done while in a 
scheduled classroom meeting) and asynchronous (done outside of a scheduled classroom 
meeting) grade level lessons for students through Google Classroom, with offline materials 
available to families who need hard copies of materials and activities.  

Option #2 - “Long-Term” Online Learning 

● Students will be enrolled in an online learning environment that is intended to be longer in 
duration, and will continue online even when the Governor allows in-person teaching and 
learning to take place and students are allowed to return to the classroom.  

● Parents and students will be asked to commit to this option for the duration of the first 
semester, and will be given the choice of continuing online, or moving back to the in-person 
classroom, for the second semester. This will allow for the continuity of the students' educational 
program and learning.  

We will have MVESD teachers provide online learning in an MVESD Online Google Classroom.  

■ For clarification, Edgenuity is an online partner that supplies the curriculum for 
online classes.  
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Traditional In-Person Learning Plan  

As we move back to traditional learning, District leadership is working on a plan that balances in person 
learning with student and staff safety. 

The goals of this plan are:  
1. To reduce the spread of infectious disease through facilities cleaning and safety 
    procedures. 
2. To provide for continuity of instruction for all students 
3. To ensure continued health and well-being of all students, including food security  

Student Learning: 

1. Grades K-8 
a. Students will attend regular classes Monday through Friday based on the adopted school 
calendar. 
b. Social distancing will be observed when possible. 
c. When social distancing is not possible, masks may be required (depending on the 
prevalence of any infectious disease) 

2. Communication -  
a. Students will complete agendas each day. 

3. Instructional Support  
a. Students with IEPs or 504 plans, and those who receive EL services, will continue 
to receive services from teachers and educational technicians.  

4. Contact information 
Fort Mojave Elementary  928-768-3986 
Camp Mohave Elementary  928-704-3600 
Mohave Valley Junior High 928-768-9196 
District Office 928-768-2507 

Employee Expectations  
1. Administrators  

Will hold regular office hours on-site unless designated otherwise by the 
Superintendent of Schools  

2. Central Office Staff  
Will work normal hours and duties. Central Office hours will be 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
for Camp Mohave Elementary and Fort Mohave Elementary. 
Mohave Junior High School office hours are 8:00am to 5:00 pm. 
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3. Staff Expectations  
a. All staff members will work their regularly scheduled hours and duties per the job 
description for their position. 

4. Custodians  
a. Follow all updated cleaning procedures and protocols daily. 
b. Clean high touch areas throughout the day (door handles, switches, restrooms, etc.) 

Facilities  
1. Cleaning  

Each facility (and all buses) will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected each day 

2. Quarantine  
a. Any area that has been quarantined will be closed for 24 hours before custodial staff will 
enter and thoroughly clean the entire area. 

3. School Nutrition  
a.   Breakfast and lunch will be provided each day to all students.  
b. The number of students in the cafeteria will be reduced to allow for more social 

distancing. 
c.   Please note, children MUST be present in order to receive a meal. 

Family 
1. Assist students with the supplies to complete assignments 
2. Ensure that students complete homework assignments 
3. Keep an open dialogue with school personnel 
4. Participate (when able) in school community–building opportunities (e.g., field trips, pot 

lucks, fundraisers) 
5. Ensure students have access to instructional materials and respect school technology 
6. Protect time for students to complete homework assignments 
7. Create a quiet workspace for students to complete homework 
8. Provide feedback about learning and instruction 
9. Ensure students are attending school each day   
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Extended School Closure: Distance Learning Plan  

As we move into a time of extended school closure, the District Leadership Team is working to develop 
a distance learning plan that works for all students.  

The goals of this plan are:  
1. To reduce the spread of infectious disease through social distancing and facilities cleaning  
2. To provide for continuity of instruction for all students  
3. To ensure continued health and well-being of all students, including food security  

We recognize that distance learning does not replace the classroom experiences in which students 
engage each day, and the challenges to meet the needs of all students will be many. Still – we are of 
the firm belief that it is vital to keep students connected to schools, to continue their learning, and to 
engage them with one another and with the adults in our schools as best we can on a daily basis. To 
that end, the following plan has been developed as a temporary instructional model with the intent of 
returning to face-to-face teaching when appropriate. 

Student Learning: 

1. Grades K-8 
a. Teachers will use online learning platforms, Google Meets/Hangouts/ and Classroom, with 

video capability to post lessons and interact with students. 
b. Teachers will hold office hours designated by the administration.  
c. Students will access lessons through family devices. For those who do not have a family 

device, a school device would be provided.  
d. If other options are needed, please contact your school. 

 
2. Communication - emails, office hours, tech support 

a. School Contacts 
i. Fort Mojave Elementary 928-768-3986 M-F 7:30-4:00 

1. Jennifer Bruton - School Secretary - brutonj@mvdistrict.net  
2. Patrick Turco - Administrative Principal - turcop@mvdistrict.net 
3. Shanon Ferguson- Academic Principal - fergusons@mvdistrict.net 

ii. Camp Mohave Elementary 928-704-3600 M-F 7:30-4:00 
1. Kim Stolfus - School Secretary - stolfusk@mvdistrict.net 
2. Rick Cottrell - Administrative Principal - cottrellr@mvdistrict.net 
3. John Laurent - Academic Principal - laurentj@mvdistrict.net 

iii. Mohave Valley Junior High 928-768-9196 M-F 8:00-5:00 
1. Syd Ulibarri - School Secretary - ulibarris@mvdistrict.net 
2. Charlotte Hansen - Administrative Principal - hansenc@mvdistrict.net 
3. Hayley Moss - Academic Principal - mossh@mvdistrict.net 

*Please Contact the school office for questions regarding technology 
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3. Instructional Support  
a. Students with IEPs or 504 plans, and those who receive EL services, will continue 
to receive services from teachers and educational technicians.  

Employee expectations  
1. Administrators  

Will hold regular office hours on-site unless designated otherwise by the 
Superintendent of Schools  

2. Office staff  
Will work normal hours and duties.  

Mohave Valley Junior High - 928-768-9196 
Camp Mohave Elementary - 928-704-3600 
Fort Mojave Elementary - 928-768-3986 

3. Staff Expectations  
a. All members will schedule each work day so that it will, as much as possible, match the 
regular school day in length, and will check and respond to email at least twice each day 
(suggested once before noon and once after 2:00 p.m.). Rule of thumb is to return all emails 
within 24 hours. 
b. All teachers will be required to create video instruction  
c. Teachers will provide time each day for virtual office hours, instruction, assessments, 
feedback directly to students (or through parent/guardian, as needed), parent/guardian 
communication, team meetings, and professional development. Teachers who are 
specialists (art, PE, reading specialist) will interact with students and colleagues 
electronically, holding office hours as set by the administration.  
d. Special education teachers will provide support for students and may be expected to meet 
with students virtually, depending on the student’s IEP.  
d. Staff not providing instruction, will be reassigned to other support roles as needed.  
e. Counselors/Social Workers – Will hold virtual office hours and communicate directly 
with students/parents/ staff. Will complete projects beneficial to the school as defined by 
the building principal.  
f. Nurses – Will hold virtual office hours and communicate directly with students/parents/ 
staff.  

      4. Paraprofessionals  
Will perform duties defined by immediate supervisors in support of students. This may include 
virtual instruction, delivery/pick-up of materials, transportation support, school nutrition support, 
in-person support for students with IEP/504/EL/intervention plans, and participation in 
professional development activities.  
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5. Other Staff 
a. Drivers  

i. Deliver meals to neighborhoods, deliver and collect work (if needed), and 
keep the bus clean and sanitized. 

b. Custodians  
Will clean the campus and areas daily following updated procedures and protocols. 

Facilities  
1. Cleaning  

a. Each facility (and all buses) will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected during this closure. 
School procedures and protocols will be strictly followed.  

2. Quarantine  
a. Any area that has been quarantined will be closed for 24 hours before custodial staff will 
enter and thoroughly clean the entire area. 

3. School Nutrition  
a. School nutrition staff will provide these meals at each campus as well as via limited meal 
delivery options. 
b. Per federal regulations, ALL children 18 & under requesting meals will receive them free 
of charge. No registration or proof of income is needed. Living in the attendance area is not 
a requirement, nor do students need to qualify for Free/Reduced meal benefits. Any child 
requesting a meal will receive one.  
c. Meals will be packaged to take home and children will receive both a lunch for the current 
day and a breakfast for the next day.  
d. Please note, children MUST be present or parents must present a voucher in  order to 
receive a meal. 

 Family 
1. Assist students with the supplies to complete assignments 
2. Ensure that students complete assignments for distance learning 
3. Keep an open dialogue with school personnel (e.g., social media posts, surveys, open school 

board meetings, conferences) 
4. Ensure students have access to instructional materials and respect school technology 
5. Protect time for students to engage in online instruction and complete assignments 
6. Create a quiet workspace for students to complete online instruction 
7. Provide feedback about at-home learning resources, instruction, and communication 
8. Ensure students are e-mailing and verifying attendance each day 

*Contact the school if you need assistance or more information 
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Extended School Closure: Hybrid Learning Model 

As we transition between distance learning and traditional learning, the District Leadership Team is 
working to develop a hybrid learning plan that balances distance learning with traditional in person 
instruction. 

The goals of this plan are:  
1. To reduce the spread of infectious disease through social distancing and 
teaching/reteaching safety procedures. 
2. To provide for continuity of instruction for all students 
3. To ensure continued health and well-being of all students, including food security   

We recognize that hybrid does not replace the classroom experiences in which students engage each 
day, and the challenges to meet the needs of all students will be many. Still – we are of the firm belief 
that it is vital to keep students connected to schools, to continue their learning, and to engage them 
with one another and with the adults in our schools as best we can on a daily basis. To that end, the 
following plan has been developed as a temporary instructional model with the intent of returning to 
daily face-to-face teaching when appropriate. 

Student Learning: 

1. Grades K-8 
a. Students will be divided into A and B Groups. 
b. Group A students will attend in person instruction on Monday and Tuesday with distance 
learning taking place Wednesday through Friday 
c. Group B Students will receive distance learning opportunities on Monday-Wednesday with 
in person instruction taking place on Thursday and Friday 
d. Campus opportunities on Wednesday will be limited to special services in order to allow 
for enhanced cleaning protocols. 

2. Communication  

a. When students are not on campus, they will check in via e-mail no later than 9:00 
a.m. each day for attendance and to check for updates on assignments. (Student 
must call into the school if unable to e-mail) 

b. Virtual interaction through video conferencing will be available on a limited basis for 
students during distance learning days. 

c. Student agendas will be filled out during in person meetings 

3. Alternatives to online learning 

1.  For students lacking access to the internet, teachers will provide 
learning to be completed while working from home.  
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4. Instructional Support  
a. Students with IEPs or 504 plans, and those who receive EL services, will continue 
to receive services from teachers and educational technicians.  
 

5. Contact information 
Mohave Valley Junior High - 928-768-9196 
Camp Mohave Elementary - 928-704-3600 
Fort Mojave Elementary - 928-768-3986 
District Office 928-768-2507 

Employee Expectations  
1. Administrators  

Will hold regular office hours on-site.  

2. School Office staff  
Will work normal hours and duties.  

Fort Mojave and Camp Mohave - 7:30-4:00 
Mohave Valley Junior HIgh - 8:00-5:00 

3. Staff Expectations  
a. All staff members will work their regularly scheduled hours on campus on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
b. On Wednesday, certified staff will have virtual office hours where they can be reached for 
additional instruction and information. Teachers will provide this time to students and 
administration. Teachers who are specialists (art, PE, reading specialist) will interact with 
students and colleagues electronically, holding office hours as set by the administration. 
c. Special education and EL teachers will provide support for students and may be expected 
to meet with students in-person on Wednesday to meet IEP goals and objectives. 
d. Counselors/Social Workers – Will hold office hours and communicate directly with 
students/parents/ staff. Will complete projects beneficial to the school as defined by the 
building principal.  
e. Health office staff – Will hold office hours and communicate directly with 
students/parents/ staff. Will hold in-person office hours  to provide screening services for 
students/staff who meet at school. Will complete projects beneficial to the school as 
defined by the building principal.  

4. Paraprofessionals 
Will perform duties defined by immediate supervisors in support of students. This may include 
instruction, delivery/pick-up of materials, transportation support, school nutrition support, 
in-person support for students with IEP/504/EL/Intervention plans, and participation in 
professional development activities.  
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5. Maintenance and Transportation  
a. Drivers  

i. Provide student transportation on M, T, Th, and F. 
ii. Deliver meals via the bus.  
iii. Clean and sanitize the bus 

b. Custodians  
i. Follow all updated cleaning procedures and protocols daily. 
ii. Use enhanced cleaning procedures on Wednesdays 

c. School-based office staff  
      Fort Mojave and Camp Mohave - School office hours will be 7:30a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Mohave Valley Junior High - School Office Hours 8:00a.m. - 5:00p.m. 

Facilities:  
1. Cleaning 

a. Each facility (and all buses) will be cleaned and disinfected each day 
b. Wednesdays will be used to thoroughly clean the campus between groups. 

2. Quarantine  
a. Any area that has been quarantined will be closed for 24 hours before custodial staff will 
enter and thoroughly clean the entire area. 

3. School Nutrition  
a. School nutrition staff will provide these meals at each campus as well as via limited meal 
delivery options. 
b. Per federal regulations, ALL children 18 & under requesting meals will receive them free 
of charge. No registration or proof of income is needed. Living in the attendance area is not 
a requirement, nor do students need to qualify for Free/Reduced meal benefits. Any child 
requesting a meal will receive one.  
c. Meals will be packaged to take home and children will receive both a lunch for the current 
day and a breakfast for the next day.  
d. Please note, children MUST be present or parents must present a voucher in  order to 

receive a meal. 
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Family 
1. Assist students with the supplies to complete assignments 
2. Ensure that students complete assignments for distance learning 
3. Keep an open dialogue with school personnel (e.g., social media posts, surveys, open school 

board meetings, conferences) 
4. Participate (when able) in school community–building opportunities (e.g., field trips, 

fundraisers) 
5. Ensure students have access to instructional materials and respect school technology 
6. Protect time for students to engage in online instruction and complete assignments 
7. Create a quiet workspace for students to complete online instruction 
8. Provide feedback about at-home learning resources, instruction, and communication 
9. Ensure students are e-mailing and verifying attendance each day 
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Extended School Closure: Online Instruction Plan 

As we prepare to begin learning with the district, we are aware that some families are not comfortable 
with returning to school. Therefore, the district has developed an online instructional model for families. 

The goal of this plan is to reduce anxiety for parents and students who are not comfortable going back 
to school at this time. 

We recognize that in these times many parents may not want to send their children to school in order to 
keep them safe. An on-line school program will be available. This on-line program will be available for a 
minimum of one quarter and up to the entire school year. 

Student Learning: 

1. Grades K-8 
a. Students will use an online instructional platform.  
b. Students must enroll in the online learning for a minimum of one quarter. 
c. Credits completed online will transfer to the regular classroom if/when a student returns to 
regular instruction. 

2. Instructional Support  
a. Students with IEPs or 504 plans, and those who receive EL services, will continue 
to receive services from teachers and educational technicians.  

Employee expectations  
1. Teacher(s) assigned to monitor student work, will provide regular feedback and 

assistance as appropriate. 

Family 
1. Assist students with the supplies to complete assignments 
2. Ensure that students complete assignments for distance learning 
3. Keep an open dialogue with school personnel (e.g., social media posts, town hall meetings, 

surveys, open school board meetings, conferences) 
4. Ensure students have access to instructional materials and respect school technology 
5. Protect time for students to engage in online instruction and complete assignments 
6. Create a quiet workspace for students to complete online instruction 
7. Provide feedback about at-home learning resources, instruction, and communication 
8. Ensure students are e-mailing and verifying attendance each day. 
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Health and Safety Protocols 
 
The Mohave Valley Elementary School District (MVESD) is preparing for the 2020-2021 school year 
following the closure of all Arizona schools in response to the COVID-19 global pandemic in the Spring 
of the 2019-2020 school year.  The combination of the prior experience and growing concerns about the 
rising cases of COVID-19 in our community and state, have appropriately concerned all stakeholders 
regarding the opening of school facilities and the steps the district and community are taking to ensure 
safety of students, families, and all MVESD team members. 
 
Prioritizing safety and quality instruction, MVESD will need to address all stakeholders about health 
protocols, academic options, and methods of decision making moving forward.  This plan outlines 
recommended steps to inform the community and resources to move safely forward with continuing 
instruction according to recommendations from the Center for Disease Control (CDC), local public health 
service, legal counsel, and the input of MVESD stakeholders.  It is Mohave Valley Elementary School 
District’s collective goal to have a thoughtful, reopening plan that strikes a balance between the health 
concerns posed by COVID-19 and the needs of students and our community. 
 
Reopening and Closure Procedures 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) 
recommend that reopening and closure decisions be driven by the current prevalence of COVID-19 in 
the community.  MVESD will operate In-Person Learning when it is safe to do so or will transition solely 
to Online Learning and Distance Learning, when the need arises due to COVID-19, at the classroom, 
school, or district levels.  Decisions will be made in collaboration with the Governing Board, 
Superintendent, and in coordination with the Arizona Department of Health Services and Mohave 
County Health and Human Services. MVESD #16 schools may be required to close based on the 
potential number of contacts, distribution of cases throughout the school, size of the school, and 
vulnerability of the population, along with other factors. 
 
Commitments and Guidance 
 
MVESD is committed to fulfilling its mission and vision so that all students are capable of learning and 
success with no exceptions. 
 
The Return to School Plan 2020-2021 is based on the following commitments: 
 
•        Provide continuity of learning that is engaging to students 
 
•        Prepare safe learning environments for students and staff, which mitigates their risk of 

exposure to COVID-19 in our schools and worksites 
 
•        Maintain communication with students, families, and staff 
 
•        Address challenges to social emotional health of students and staff caused by isolation and 

disruption due to COVID-19 
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•        Offer students and families flexibility and choice 
 
•        Support staff with resources, training, and guidance 
 
MVESD has reviewed feedback received from staff, students, and families through the remote learning 
surveys sent out in June and July.  Based on this feedback, MVESD was able to take away some key 
pieces of information.  
 
They include the following: 
 
•        Enhance access to digital learning offerings for all students 
 
•        Utilize Google Meets/Hangouts to allow for group/class interaction of students and educators 
 
•        Create a clear system for teacher to parent communication that is universal between all schools 
 
•        Increase expectations for student attendance, engagement, consistent grading, and address 

learning loss from this spring 
 
•        Provide additional training for staff on digital instructional strategies 
 
•        Bolster resources to support students’ social emotional needs 
 
Health and Safety: 
 
In-Person Preventive Safety Measures: 
 
The following measures will be put in place as part of the schools’ general operations when community 
monitoring reveals low levels of spread of COVID-19, which allows for In-Person Learning. 
 
Social/Physical Distancing:  
 
Protocols used outside of the classroom and in common areas to maintain six (6) feet of distance 
between individuals when possible.  
 
•         Require parents/families to drop-off/pick-up students without getting out of their vehicle unless 

express permission from a site administrator or designee 
 
•         Staggered times for drop-off/pick-up may be implemented 
 
•         In class furniture will be spaced apart with desks facing the same direction 
 
•         Tables for groups won’t be used unless this is the only option  
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•         Decrease class sizes when possible to allow for more physical space between students in the 
classroom setting 

 
•         To the extent possible, have students remain with the same student groups (cohorting) throughout 

the day (grades K-5). Jr. High will manage schedules for cohorting to the greatest extent possible. 
 
•         Junior High School will eliminate locker assignments to mitigate traffic in hallways 

 
•         Encourage teachers to use technology to facilitate group work and group learning where 

appropriate for the age, subject, and capabilities of students 
 
•         Limit the number of students on the playground and equipment at one time with scheduling or 

assigned areas  
 
•         Limit the number of students in the restroom  
 
•         Display posters reminding students of proper handwashing techniques and social/physical 

distancing while in the restroom 
 
•         Routine sanitization of classrooms, restrooms, and common areas 
 
•         Physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs on walls, will be utilized to remind 

individuals to follow the recommended social/physical distancing practices at the school 
 
Hand Washing:  
 
Procedures implemented upon arrival and throughout the day.  Require all students and staff to wash 
their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds at the times listed below or apply hand sanitizer 
containing at least 70% alcohol. 
 
•         Upon arrival at school (use hand sanitizer if there is no sink in the classroom) 
 
•         After being outside for physical activity 
 
•         After using the restroom 
 
•         Before and after lunch 
 
•         After sneezing, coughing, or blowing nose 
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At Home:  
 
This is the first point on the screening continuum.  Students and staff must not come to school if 
exhibiting any of the following symptoms: 
 
•         fever of 100.4 degrees or higher 
 
•         chills 
 
•         shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
 
•         muscle aches 
 
•         sore throat 
 
•         headache 
 
•         fatigue 
 
•         atypical congestion or runny nose* 
 
•         cough 
 
•         vomiting 
 
•         diarrhea 
 
•         new loss of taste or smell 
 
*If a student has a chronic condition such as allergies or asthma, parents will need to provide 
documentation from a healthcare provider to school nurse and the transportation department. 
 
By choosing In-Person enrollment, families will agree to follow the student screening expectations for 
the above symptoms each morning, to self-report symptoms to the school, and keep students at home if 
any symptoms are present.  Families are to be informed with registration documents, online registration 
pages, individual school & district websites, school-wide phone calls, and email reminders of the 
expectation to screen students at home.  Students will have the opportunity to make-up work missed 
due to symptoms of COVID-19. 
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On the Bus: 
 
All buses will have clearly visible signage communicating to parents that students should not enter the 
school bus with any of the above symptoms.  A bus driver or aide, wearing appropriate personal 
protective equipment (PPE), will visually check each student prior to the student boarding the bus. If a 
student exhibits visible symptoms, including runny nose, cough, shortness of breath, and/or vomiting, 
the following steps will be taken: 
 
•         If the parent is at the bus stop, the student will return to their parent 
 
•         If the parent is not at the bus stop, the student will be provided with a mask if they do not have 

one already, and, if possible, will be situated so as to be socially distanced from other persons. 
When the student arrives at their school, they will be brought to the health office for further 
evaluation 

 
Other Bus Safety Practices:  
  
•         Be sure all occupants are wearing masks (Driver/Students/Aids) 
•         Driver is in charge of sanitizing students’ hands as they board the bus. 
•         Students will have assigned seating.  
•         Buses will be sanitized in the AM after morning routes and after the PM routes. Buses will be 
           thoroughly cleaned and sanitized weekly. 
•         All drivers will receive training on proper disinfecting procedures for the school bus.  
 
 
At School: 
 
Any student who exhibits visible symptoms including runny nose, cough, shortness of breath, vomiting, 
or fever (temperature at or above 100.4), will be taken to the health office. Parents will be contacted for 
pick-up with the following exceptions: 
 
•         If the student has health information on file that confirms a diagnosis of asthma, allergies, or other 

respiratory condition and the nurse observes that there are no other symptoms, the nurse will 
contact the parent to inquire as to whether the student has had any other symptoms or there have 
been any COVID-19 exposures in the home.  If not, the student may return to class 

 
•        Documentation from a healthcare provider allowing the student to return to school after illness. 
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Face Coverings:  
 
When physical space does not allow for six (6) feet of distance between individuals to be maintained, all 
students and staff will be required to wear face coverings.  Information for proper wearing of masks, 
cleaning, and replacement will be provided to students and staff. 
 
•         Students will not be required to wear face coverings during physical activity and when 

social/physical distancing can be maintained, recognizing that there will be different challenges 
due to the age and social development of our students. 

 
•         Students and staff may voluntarily wear face coverings at any time 
 
•         Documentation from a healthcare provider indicating they cannot wear a face covering, or anyone 

who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the face covering without assistance will not 
be required to wear face coverings at school.  Alternate methods of protection will be discussed 
with parents and staff 

 
•         Students and staff may bring their own face coverings to and from school.  When feasible, 

schools should also have a supply of face coverings available to provide students who cannot 
afford one or do not have their own.  MVESD will provide instructions at the beginning of the 
school year regarding how to wash face coverings and how often 

 
•         Each MVESD employee will be provided face covering equipment during the 2020-2021 school 

year.  Face coverings must meet MVESD dress code requirements 
 

CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Cloth Face Coverings: 
 
Ideally cloth face coverings should be washed when they become wet or visibly soiled and at 
least daily. Have a bag or bin available to keep your cloth face coverings in until you can wash 
them. Launder the face coverings with detergent and hot water and dry on a hot cycle. If you 
must re-wear your cloth face covering before washing, wash your hands immediately after putting 
it back on and avoid touching your face. 
 

● Discard cloth face coverings that: 
■ No longer cover the nose and mouth 
■ Have stretched out or damaged ties or straps 
■ Cannot stay on the face 
■ Have holes or tears in the fabric 
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Face Shields: 
 

○ Plastic face shields that wrap around the sides of the wearer’s face and extend to               
below the chin are an allowed substitute ONLY for individuals who are unable to wear               
a cloth face covering. 
 

○ Per CDC - It is not known if face shields provide any benefit as source control to 
protect others from the spray of respiratory particles. CDC does not recommend use 
of face shields for normal everyday activities or as a substitute for cloth face 
coverings. Some people may choose to use a face shield when sustained close 
contact with other people is expected. If face shields are used without a mask or cloth 
face covering, they should wrap around the sides of the wearer’s face and extend to 
below the chin. Disposable face shields should only be worn for a single use. 
Reusable face shields should be cleaned and disinfected after each use. 

 
Exceptions 

 

Exceptions are applicable under the following circumstances: 
● The individual has a medical or behavioral condition or disability and cannot wear a face 

covering (including, but not limited to, any person who has trouble breathing, or is 
unconscious or incapacitated, or is otherwise unable to put on or remove the face 
covering without assistance) 

● When actively eating or drinking 
● When seeking to communicate with someone with hearing loss in a way that 

requires the mouth to be visible 
● An individual may temporarily remove a face covering for identification purposes or 

medical services 
● Children under five (5) years of age should not wear a face covering 

 
Cleaning Protocols:  
 
MVESD will arrange for daily cleaning and disinfecting of all frequently touched surfaces in work areas, 
such as door handles, sink handles, desks, and learning tools and assign schedules to custodial staff for 
increased cleaning of surfaces and bathrooms throughout the day.  
  
•         Staff may be expected to clean and disinfect workspaces and materials when the need arises 
 
•         Site administrators will be responsible for checking classrooms or offices to make sure staff are 

following guidelines for workplace approved items 
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Visitors:  
 
Volunteers on campus will be postponed until further notice.  Limited visitors will be permitted on school 
campuses if determined essential by the Mohave Valley School District.  
 
Student Materials:  
 
Students will have their own instructional materials to limit student sharing of items when feasible (i.e, 
pencils, crayons, markers, books, technology).  Some classes, such as science labs, art, PE, and 
others, may require alternative lesson plans to limit contact and the sharing of supplies, and to reduce 
the spread of respiratory droplets.  According to the CDC, COVID-19 is mostly spread by respiratory 
droplets released when people talk, cough, or sneeze and recent research indicates it is less often 
transmitted from object surfaces.  All shared equipment will be disinfected after each use.  
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Scenarios: Procedures for COVID-19 Symptoms or a Positive Test 
 
MVESD will coordinate with the Mohave County Health Department in the event of a positive test and 
coordinate as appropriate for contact tracing.  The District is bound by the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and will 
honor the privacy of impacted individuals.  Communications and notifications pertaining to a positive 
case will follow the direction of the Mohave County Health and Human Services Department.  

Outbreak Definition:  
 
Two or more laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases among students or staff with onsets within a 14-day 
period, who are epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and were not identified as close 
contacts of each other in another setting during standard case investigation or contact tracing. 
 
Outbreak- Associated Cases: Individual confirmed cases among students or staff of the educational 
setting meeting the outbreak definition should be classified as outbreak-associated. Any individual cases 
resulting from secondary transmission from an outbreak-associated case (e.g., a family member of a 
student or staff at the educational setting), should not be classified as outbreak-associated. 
 
Outbreak Resolution: No new probable or confirmed COVID-19 cases identified after 28 days (two 
incubation periods) have passed since the last known school exposure from a case. 
 
Isolation vs Quarantine: 
 
Isolation separates sick people with a contagious disease from people who are not sick. 
Quarantine separates and restricts the movement of people who were exposed to a contagious disease 
to see if they become sick. 
 
Scenario One: 
A teacher notices a student exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, such as flushed face, coughing, difficulty 
breathing, etc. 

 
If a person becomes sick or exhibits COVID-19 symptoms, the procedures listed below should be 
followed: 

1. Notify the health office of the student’s departure and symptoms to ensure safety precautions 
can be initiated 

2. Send the student to the health office 
3. Nurse/health clerk will assess symptoms: 
 

a. If the student has a runny nose and the nurse/health aide observes that there are no 
other symptoms, the nurse/health aide will contact the parent to inquire as to whether the 
student has had any other symptoms or there have been any COVID-19 exposures in the 
home. If not, the student may return to class. 
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b. If the student has health information on file that confirms a diagnosis of asthma or other 
respiratory condition and the nurse/health aide observes that there are no other 
symptoms, the nurse/health aide will contact the parent to inquire as to whether the 
student has had any other symptoms or there have been any COVID-19 exposures in the 
home. If not, the student may return to class. 

c. Otherwise, the nurse or designated staff will immediately isolate the student and notify a 
parent or emergency contact to pick up the student and call 911 if the student appears to 
be in medical distress. 

 
4.  Close off any areas that were exposed to the symptomatic student for a prolonged period. 

 
a. Wait a feasible amount of time before cleaning and disinfecting those areas 
b. During that time, if feasible, open windows or outside doors to increase air circulation 
c. After a feasible amount of time, thoroughly clean and disinfect all surfaces in the area, 

per CDC guidelines 
 

5.  Determine whether other employees or students may have been exposed to the symptomatic 
individual within six (6) feet and for a prolonged period of time (typically longer than 15 minutes) 

a. If so, notify those individuals (or, in the case of students, their parents/guardians) of the 
potential exposure 

b.  DO NOT disclose the name of the individual who has become sick 
c.  Notification should recommend that exposed individuals monitor their health closely, 

review symptoms to look for with employees or parents/guardians, encourage them to 
contact their health care provider if possible, and self-quarantine if any symptoms 
develop. 

 
The health clerk should immediately report the situation ONLY to the authorized individuals, which 
MVESD has identified as the Nurse.  Confidentiality must be maintained to the greatest extent possible. 
 
Scenario Two: 
 
An employee develops COVID-19 symptoms at work. 
 

1. Separate the employee from all other students, staff, or visitors, ensure that the employee wears 
a mask at all times, then make arrangements to send the employee home in a safe manner.  

a. If the employee is able to self-transport, have the employee leave the site.  
b. If the employee is not able to safely self-transport, contact a family member, emergency 

contact, or other method of transport to get the employee home or to a healthcare 
provider. 

c. If the employee appears to be in medical distress, call 911 
 

2. Close off any areas that were exposed to the symptomatic staff member for a prolonged 
    period. 

a. Wait 24 hours before cleaning and disinfecting those areas 
b. During that time, if feasible, open windows or outside doors to increase air circulation 
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c. After 24 hours, thoroughly clean and disinfect all surfaces in the area, per CDC 
guidelines 

 
3. Determine whether other employees or students may have been exposed to the 
    symptomatic individual within six (6) feet and for a prolonged period of time (typically longer 
    than 15 minutes) 

a. If so, notify those individuals (or, in the case of students, their parents/guardians) of the 
potential exposure 

b. DO NOT disclose the name of the individual who has become sick 
c. Notification should recommend that exposed individuals monitor their health closely, 

review symptoms to look for with employees or parents/guardians, encourage them to 
contact their health care provider if possible, and self-quarantine if any symptoms 
develop. 

 
The health clerk should immediately report the situation ONLY to the authorized individuals, which 
MVESD has identified as the Nurse.  Confidentiality must be maintained to the greatest extent possible. 

 
Employees or students who have developed COVID-19 symptoms or had a positive COVID-19 test may 
not return to the site until either of the following two scenarios has occurred: 
  
Return Criteria in Post-COVID  
 
Option One: 10 days without testing 

a. At least 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 
b. At least 24 hours with no fever without fever-reducing medication and symptoms have improved - 

resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications; and improvement in respiratory 
symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) 

Option Two: Testing 
There has been a resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications; and 
There has been improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and 
The individual has received negative results of an FDA emergency-use-authorized COVID-19 molecular 
assay for detection of the virus that causes COVID-19 from at least two consecutive respiratory 
specimens collected ≥ 24 hours apart (total of two negative specimens) 
 
IN ADDITION: 

● Follow cleaning and disinfecting protocols (mitigation strategies) 
● Monitor students and staff absences, these may indicate increased infection. 
● Notification of public health authorities in case of a positive COVID-19 case 
● School will keep a list of symptomatic students, staff, and their close contacts, to assist contact 

tracing efforts. 
● It is strongly recommend that all students and staff be immunized each autumn against influenza 

unless contraindicated by personal medical conditions, to help: 
o Protect the school community 
o Reduce demands on health care facilities 
o Decrease illnesses that cannot be readily distinguished from COVID-19 and would 

therefore trigger extensive measures from the school and public health authorities 
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Dear Parents And Guardians: 

The safety and health of your child at school is our top priority.  

COVID-19 (also commonly known as coronavirus) is the worst threat to public health in the past 100 
years. It is highly contagious and continues to spread quickly in Arizona. Unfortunately, we’ve seen that 
even when strict precautions are in place, some people still get sick. 

Our job is to work with you to help keep children and their educators healthy. We also want you to 
clearly understand the risks and what we’re doing about them, so you can make the best decision for 
your family. 

Attached to this letter is a legal document called a waiver. Like many legal papers, it can be hard to 
understand and even a little worrisome. Below I will explain the waiver and how it affects you. 

 Although Mohave Valley Elementary School District #16 is taking many steps to protect your child from 
the spread of COVID-19 (as outlined throughout our Road Map for Re-Entry), it is impossible to reduce 
the risk to zero. As an example, a child may contract COVID-19 outside of school, show no symptoms at 
all, and unintentionally infect a classmate. 

By signing the waiver, you’re agreeing not to make a legal claim against the district if your child gets 
sick. It’s another way of acknowledging that no matter how hard we try, we cannot control every 
environmental variable. 

By signing the waiver, you’re also agreeing that when your child leaves home to attend class in-person, 
they are not sick, and especially, that they are not running a fever. You are agreeing, too, to keep your 
child at home if they show any of these symptoms: 

·         Fever of 100.4°F or higher 

·         Chills 

·         Cough 

·         Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

·         Fatigue 

·         Muscle or body aches 

·         Headache 

·         New loss of taste or smell 

·         Sore throat 

·         Congestion or runny nose 

·         Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea 
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·         Any other symptom of illness, whether or not you believe it’s related to COVID-19 

Yes, it’s a long list of symptoms, but our hope is that, if everyone does their part, we can avoid 
unnecessary risks at school. 

Finally, the waiver means that you are agreeing to keep your child at home if they have had a positive 
COVID-19 test. 

We know this is a difficult time, so we’re working hard to make many educational instructional models 
available to you and keep you fully informed. In that spirit, if you have questions or need more 
information, feel free to contact your child’s school any time. We would be happy to talk things through 
with you. 

Thank you in advance for doing your part to make sure every child stays safe and healthy. 

Sincerely, 

Mohave Valley Elementary School District #16 
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Mohave Valley Elementary School District #16 
COVID-19 Waiver, Release, and Assumption of Risk Form 

 
The novel Coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization. 
COVID-19 is extremely contagious and is believed to spread mainly from person-to-person contact. As a result, 
federal, state, and local governments and federal and state health agencies recommend social distancing and have, 
in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
 
Nevertheless, the State of Arizona has elected to reopen schools for the 2020/2021 school year. Although the 
Mohave Valley Elementary School District #16 (the “District”) has put in place protective measures to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19, the District cannot guarantee that your child will not become infected with COVID-19. Your 
child’s physical attendance at school, together with other students, inherently increases the risk that your child, 
you, and/or your household members will contract COVID-19, notwithstanding any precautions taken by the 
District or school. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
On behalf of myself, my household members, and my minor child, ______________________________, I 
acknowledge the extremely contagious nature of COVID-19 and specifically assume all risks and hazards 
associated with my child’s in-person school attendance during the COVID-19 pandemic. I acknowledge that by 
attending class in person, my child will be associating with staff and other children and may acquire COVID-19 
notwithstanding any precautions taken by the school. I acknowledge that the school cannot absolutely control the 
conduct of its students, guarantee that they or their parents will follow safety protocols and procedures, or prevent 
infected students from attending and potentially spreading COVID-19 to my child, directly or indirectly. 
 
I further acknowledge that my child’s physical attendance at a District school is wholly voluntary. By permitting 
my child to attend school during the COVID-19 pandemic, I voluntarily assume the risk that my child may acquire 
COVID-19, and that COVID-19 may subsequently be transmitted from my child to me and members of my 
household. 
  
I certify that my child is in good health and has no fever. I understand that symptoms of COVID-19 include, but 
are not limited to, fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, 
headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. I certify 
that my child currently has none of these symptoms, and I will prevent my child from physically attending school 
if my child develops any of these symptoms or any other symptoms identified by the CDC as being associated with 
COVID-19. I will also notify the school and not permit my child to attend if my child tests positive for COVID-19. 
My child and I will follow all COVID-19 protocols and procedures adopted by the District or school. 
 
To the fullest extent permitted by law, I hereby agree to waive, release, and discharge any and all claims, causes of 
action, damages, and rights of any kind against the school, the District, its insurers, the District’s governing board, 
and all of their respective employees, agents, representatives, and volunteers (the “Released Parties”) arising from 
or relating in any way to any damage, injury, trauma, illness, loss, or death that may occur to my child, me, or my 
household members as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
I further agree not to sue the Released Parties, and to defend and indemnify the Released Parties for all claims, 
damages, losses, or expenses, including attorneys’ fees, if a suit is filed concerning an injury, illness, or death to 
me, my child, or my household members as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (Printed) _____________________________________  
 
Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________________________  Date ______________  
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Mohave Valley Elementary School District #16 
COVID-19 Waiver, Release, and Assumption of Risk Form (Visitor) 

 
The novel Coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization. COVID-19 is extremely contagious and is believed to spread mainly from 
person-to-person contact. As a result, federal, state, and local governments and federal and state health 
agencies recommend social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of 
groups of people. 
 
Nevertheless, the State of Arizona has elected to reopen schools for the 2020/2021 school year. 
Although the Mohave Elementary School District #16 (the “District”) has put in place protective 
measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the District cannot guarantee that you will not become 
infected with COVID-19. Your physical presence at a District school, together with others, inherently 
increases the risk that you and/or your household members will contract COVID-19, notwithstanding any 
precautions taken by the District or school. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
On behalf of myself and my household members, I acknowledge the extremely contagious nature of 
COVID-19 and specifically assume all risks and hazards associated with my physical presence at a 
District school during the COVID-19 pandemic. I acknowledge that the District cannot absolutely control 
the conduct of all individuals on its campuses, or guarantee that others will follow safety protocols and 
procedures.  
 
I further acknowledge that my physical presence at a District school is wholly voluntary. By entering a 
District school during the COVID-19 pandemic, I voluntarily assume the risk that I may contract 
COVID-19, and that COVID-19 may subsequently be transmitted to members of my household. 
  
I certify that I am in good health and have no fever. I understand that symptoms of COVID-19 include, 
but are not limited to, fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or 
body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea, 
vomiting, and diarrhea. I certify that I currently have none of these symptoms, or any other symptoms 
identified by the CDC as being associated with COVID-19. I further certify that I will follow all COVID-19 
protocols and procedures adopted by the District or school. 
 
To the fullest extent permitted by law, I hereby agree to waive, release, and discharge any and all 
claims, causes of action, damages, and rights of any kind against the school, the District, its insurers, 
the District’s Governing Board, and all of their respective employees, agents, representatives, and 
volunteers (the “Released Parties”) arising from or relating in any way to any damage, injury, trauma, 
illness, loss, or death that may occur to me or my household members as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
I further agree not to sue the Released Parties, and to defend and indemnify the Released Parties for all 
claims, damages, losses, or expenses, including attorneys’ fees, if a suit is filed concerning an injury, 
illness, or death to me or my household members as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Name (Printed)____________________________________________  
 
Signature_________________________________________________  Date___________________  
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COVID-19 Notification Letter  
To Inform Others That a Case has Been Identified at the School 

SAMPLE LETTER (ENGLISH) 

[Date] 

Dear [Parent or Guardian, staff, students]: 

This letter is to inform you that a child or staff member with [possible COVID-19 exposure or a positive test result] 

was present at [your school] on [dates]. Immediate action was taken to follow extra safety precautions. The 

school is being deeply cleaned and disinfected. We are continuing to monitor the situation and are working 

closely with our local health department. 

With the health and safety of students and staff members at [school/school district] being a priority, please 

continue to follow CDC Guidelines and adhere to State and Local Orders.  If your child develops any symptoms 

consistent with COVID-19 (cough, shortness of breath, fever, fatigue, muscle or body aches, new loss of taste or 

smell, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea), immediately call your doctor and let them know about your 

child’s exposure and symptoms so that they can tell you what to do next. Your doctor can make special 

arrangements to evaluate you, if needed. 

If you have any questions, please call [school name and contact information]. 

Sincerely, 

Mohave Valley Elementary School District #16 
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FAQs 

Will all learning options (Traditional Instruction, On-line Learning, Hybrid Learning, and Distance 
Learning) be offered at all school sites? 

No. The 2020-2021 school year will open up with distance learning and online options district wide. All 
schools will have the same learning options until further guidance. 

What learning option will be offered for the 2020-2021 school year? 

Pending Board approval at the July 23, 2020 Board meeting, the Distance Learning model is the 
recommended option.  Families will have the option to choose Distance Learning or on-line. 

How much notice will parents receive when the District transitions from instructional models? 

Parents will receive reasonable notice before any transition. Additionally, the transition will be carried out 
during the most appropriate time of the instruction calendar to minimize disruption to learning.  

Will I be able to change the learning option that I have chosen after school starts? 

Depending on staff availability and space, families may be able to change their option at the quarter with 
administrative approval. 

If I am not comfortable with Traditional Instruction or Distance Learning, what other choices do I 
have for my child? 

Online with Mohave Valley Preparatory Online Academy. 

Will the Hybrid learning option include full school days or half school days? 

Students will participate in class for the full school day two days per week.  

Will the Hybrid learning option include virtual hours and computer teaching for the children on 
the days that they are not at school? 

Students will be assigned work for the days they are not at school.  The work could be done at home or 
online.  There will be virtual hours for support and help.  
 
If Hybrid Learning is offered at schools, will my children be able to stay within the same cohort 
schedule? 

While there is no guarantee, the District’s intent is to keep families who are at a school site together 
within the same cohort schedule. 
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What is the criteria for qualifying for Online Learning?  

A parent may choose Online Learning if their child is medically fragile or would be put at risk by 
in-person instruction. The parent determines if the student and/or family would be put at risk by the 
student participating in in-person instruction. The parent, not the district, makes this determination. 

Will the same content be taught in the Hybrid and the Distance Learning models?  

Yes, the focus will be on the district established essential standards.  
 
Will my kids receive the same amount of instruction in the Hybrid and the Distance Learning 
models as they would have in a Traditional instructional setting?  
The instructional time constraints that naturally come with accommodating Hybrid and Distance 
Learning models do not allow for teaching all content standards. The instructional teaching and learning 
expectations will be on the mastery of essential standards.  

If I select Online Learning as my preference for my child, will my teacher be from my home 
school? 

Depending on staff availability, distance learning teachers may be from different school sites. 

At the elementary, will the instructional block be for whole class instruction and will there be 
time for individualized instruction?  

Yes.  

How will students who participate in Distance Learning be graded?  

All students will earn grades consistent with Board policy. 

Will the start and end dates be different in the adopted calendar for the 2020-2021 school year?  

No. The District will be using the start and end dates on the adopted calendar. 

Will the same curriculum that is used in a traditional school setting be used during Distance 
Learning?  

Yes.  
 
Will transportation be provided? 

When the decision has been made to return to the classroom, the District will provide an update on 
which transportation services will be offered for the 2020-21 school year. 

Will breakfast and lunch be served on campus during the school year? 

Yes. Students may also bring their own food. (No sharing of food.) 

Will devices be available for check out? 
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Depending on availability, students may check out a device for use. 

Will textbooks be checked out to students? 

Yes. Textbooks will be checked out to students. School sites will provide families with more information 
regarding textbook check out. 

Will staff be expected to wear face coverings? 

Yes, staff will be expected to wear face coverings unless they are exempt according to state guidelines 
or directed otherwise by a healthcare provider. 

If the District moves into Traditional Instruction, will my child be required to wear a mask?  

The schools will adhere to all appropriate public health safety guidelines that are appropriate during that 
time.  

What health screening requirements will there be for students to be able to attend school? 

Parents/guardians should conduct passive screening at home of their children each day prior to them 
attending school.  

What is passive screening? 

Passive Screening involves symptom checking (self-screening) at home before school each day by 
parents/guardians. Common symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, or new loss 
of taste or smell (CDC, Public Health). A student with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 should 
remain at home in isolation for a minimum of 10 days plus at least 3 days after resolution of fever 
(without fever-reducing medication) and improvement in other symptoms.  

How will the school site promote physical and social distancing?  

The school will promote physical and social distancing with the use of visual markings and signage in 
common areas including hallways and educate our students on the importance of maintaining distance.  

How will physical and social distancing be promoted at recess and lunch?  

Activities will be limited to those that do not involve close physical contact with other students or 
equipment.  

How will recess and lunch be handled?  

Each school site will determine how to stagger recess and lunch to promote physical distancing.  
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How will the District respond if there is a positive COVID-19 case of a student or staff? 

The District will conduct contact tracing in accordance with published Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
guidelines and will alert all individuals with whom the positive COVID-19 individual has come in contact 
on District facilities.  Please see the Health and Safety Protocols section. 

How will my child receive individualized educational services? 

Guidance received was to implement the students’ IEP to the extent feasible. If distance learning will be 
implemented, the service providers will be working in collaboration with parents/guardians to determine 
how services will be provided virtually; either by teletherapy, weekly email/phone call check-ins, or 
online/website skills practice. 

How will IEP minutes and goals be met if my child is not at school all day? 

The IEP is developed as if students attend school all day. If we open school with Hybrid learning, a plan 
will need to be made in collaboration with parents/guardians to customize the education and outline how 
supports will be provided for each student. 

What’s considered a close contact sport? A. Sports have been categorized by risk by the AIA 
 
• Low Risk Sports: Badminton, Cross Country, Golf, Swimming, Tennis, Track & Field 
• Medium Risk Sports: Baseball, Basketball, Beach Volleyball, Soccer, Softball, Volleyball 
• High Risk Sports: Football, Wrestling 
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