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August 18, 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

We have been hard at work preparing for the start of the school year under very unique 

circumstances brought about by the COVID-19 virus.  This letter is to provide you with some 

general information about distance learning that applies to all students.  Your child’s teacher is 

the best resource for classroom-specific information, and I encourage you to stay in close 

contact with your child’s teacher throughout the year.  Your child’s principal is also a great 

resource, and you may feel free to direct questions to him as well. 

 

This year, the state requires a certain number of daily instructional minutes which are listed 

below: 

 

● Kindergarten = 180 minutes 

● Grades 1-3 = 230 minutes 

● Grades 4-8 = 240 minutes 

 

Distance learning is based on content aligned to grade level standards and may include, but is 

not limited to, all of the following: 

 

● Daily interaction, instruction, and check-ins between teachers and pupils through the 

use of a computer or communications technology 

● Video or audio instruction in which the primary mode of communication between the 

pupil and certificated employee is online interaction, instructional television, video, 

telecourses, or other instruction that relies on computer or communications technology 

● The use of print materials incorporating assignments that are the subject of written or 

oral feedback 

 

The district has developed a plan that includes tiered reengagement strategies for all pupils 

who are absent from distance learning for more than three schooldays.  It is vital that your 

student completes the daily assignments and that you stay in close contact with your child’s 

teacher so that your student remains engaged in distance learning. 

 

We know that distance learning presents unique challenges for families, and we want you to 

know that we are here to make this year the best it can possibly be for you and your child’s 

learning. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Barry Barnhart 

http://mswusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

