
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
August 18, 2020 

Dear TJS Families, 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! While the beginning of this school year will be unlike any 
other, I sincerely hope the summer months have afforded you and your family some downtime and the 
opportunity to make lasting memories. Torey J. has been bustling with activity this summer. Important 
facilities projects were completed including a boiler replacement and a newly paved staff parking lot. 
This communication serves as an overview of items and families can expect additional information to 
be communicated shortly. 

I am grateful for our school secretary, Joanne Empson, for her around the clock planning and 
preparation and our amazing custodial crew who have worked diligently to prepare the classrooms for 
opening day on Tuesday, September 8, 2020. I would also like to extend my appreciation to the many 
teachers who have been involved in district goal workgroups and summer curriculum writing projects 
that focused on designing units of study with a blended learning approach. Thank you to the PTO 
leadership of Caitlin Fitzsimmons and Deana Pearly for their support and participation in the district’s 
Restart Committee. Thank you to the district central office team of professionals and board of 
education members for their dedication and the countless hours spent preparing for our return to school 
this September. 

As a district and school, we are dedicated to the health and safety of all students and staff. To prepare 
for this school year, PPE measures such as masks, gloves, plexiglass in offices, hand soap, and hand 
sanitizer will be available. In addition, new filters for univents, hall traffic flow decals, limited 
congregation in common areas, removal of classroom tables, distancing of student desks, and signage 
will all be completed as safety measures. All staff and students are required to wear masks when on 
school property and in the building. Masks must cover the nose and mouth. It is recommended that 
students wear one mask to school and bring one extra in a Zip-loc bag daily. Please see this 
communication from Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Frank Santora, for additional information about 
mask-wearing. 

Important Calendar Dates 
● Aug. 24 - Summer Packet Back to School Forms Available in Genesis 
● Aug. 25 - Distribution of Class Placements and Cohort Assignments 
● Aug. 31 & Sept. 1 - Teacher Meet and Greets (times to be announced) 
● Sept. 8 - First Day of School 
● Sept. 16 - TJS Back to School Night via Zoom at 7:00 PM 
● Oct. 1 & 2 - School Picture Days 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/823318/Face_Coverings_for_Students__Guidance_for_Parents_Families.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/823318/Face_Coverings_for_Students__Guidance_for_Parents_Families.pdf


 

Grade and Teacher Information 

For your reference, our 2020-2021 grade-level configurations will include: 

● Kindergarten - 2 homerooms (Pelkey, Waryha) 
● First Grade - 2 homerooms (Jimenez, Perritt) 
● Second Grade - 3 homerooms (Madden, Niper, Robertson) 
● Third Grade - 2 homerooms (Gambino, Lade) 
● Fourth Grade - 2 homerooms (Kennedy, Stricchiola) 
● Fifth Grade - 3 homerooms (Caruso, Duggan, Zourzoukis) 

 
With these grade-level configurations, we are thrilled to have Tonya Robertson transitioning to teach 
second-grade, Katherine Lade transitioning to teach third-grade, and Allison Duggan joining the TJS 
staff to teach fifth-grade. 
 

About Mrs. Allison Duggan 
For the past five years, Mrs. Duggan has lived and taught in northeast Ohio, though she was born 
and raised in NJ and is excited to be back home and close to family. She is a proud graduate of 
Villanova University where she earned her BA and holds a master’s degree in early childhood 
education from Ursuline College. Mrs. Duggan likes to spend her free time with her wonderful 
husband and lovable puppy, Sheila Roo, as well as with the rest of her family - now that they are 
finally close by. She also enjoys cycling, reading, playing tennis, and cheering on her Wildcats 
during basketball season! Mrs. Duggan is excited to be a Madison Dodger and is ready to 
welcome her first class of fifth-graders at TJS! 

 
School Supplies 
For your reference, the grade-level general student supply lists are posted on our website and are 
also available here. Once you have received your child’s placement, teachers will communicate 
directly with families via email outlining which supplies students should bring in on the first day of 
school and which supplies may stay home for hybrid learning. Your child’s teacher may also make 
recommendations to assist families in setting up your child’s designated at-home learning space. All 
students operating in the hybrid model will be expected to bring their charged Chromebook to and 
from school each day. Students who have a district-issued Chromebook from the spring should bring 
it on the first day of school. Kindergarten students, new students, and students that may now want a 
district-issued device will receive a Chromebook on the first day of school. (If they are fully remote 
we will set up a time for you to pick up a Chromebook from school.) 
 
Elementary Hybrid Schedule 
Last week’s communication from the three elementary principals included a SAMPLE schedule for 
hybrid learning. The schedule is designed to support students in a variety of ways. Throughout the day 
the staff is committed to providing your child with “live” support. This will look different depending 
on the class and grade-level. More detailed schedules will be shared within the next few weeks. 
 

https://5il.co/i09a


 

TJS Pandemic Response Team 
In addition to the district’s Restart Committee, each building has established a Pandemic Response 
Team that has been essential in contributing ideas and assisting with plans for our return to school. I 
would like to thank the PRT members who have dedicated their time and lent their voice to prioritize 
the health and safety of our students and staff. Our PRT members are - Joanne Empson, Judy Bletcher, 
Colette Crescas, Meredith Waryha, Suzanne Pelkey, Jenna Madden, Kate Lade, Lauren Gambino, 
Corinne Babich, Carolyn Rommeihs, Michelle D'Amico, Kim Pirro, and parent representative Melinda 
Faigenbaum.  Our team has worked to develop a framework for various new procedures for 
arrival/dismissal, hallway flow, snack time, and bathrooms. Additional information regarding these 
new procedures will be shared in a separate communication. 
 
In an effort to better prepare you and your child for the return to school, some members of our PRT are 
in the process of developing short video public service announcements (PSAs) on the topics of 
mask-wearing, hand washing and sanitizing, and social distancing in a school environment. It is our 
hope that these short videos will help ease some anxiety students may have about returning to school 
and aid you in answering your child’s questions about what school will be like. In addition, we will be 
putting together a video school tour to showcase our new classroom desk set-ups that promote social 
distancing, highlight new signage in our hallways, and establish a positive attitude towards mask 
wearing for our students. Please be on the lookout for these videos in the next few weeks! 
 
Summer Packet of Parent Forms 
There are several forms that need to be completed directly in the Genesis Parent Portal before children 
return to school. These forms will be made available on August 24, 2020. The mandated forms that are 
to be completed are as follows: 

● Demographic Information / Emergency Form 
● Computing Device Responsibility Form 
● Health Insurance 
● Media Parental / Guardian Consent Form 
● Computer / Internet Contract Form 
● Medical Update and Permission Forms 

Additional forms that also need to be completed will be available on our school website. 
● Arrival / Dismissal Form 
● TJS PTO Information / Dues Form 
● Health Office Information 

 
Teacher Meet and Greet 
We recognize that families would like to meet their child’s teacher prior to the start of school. On 
Monday, August 31 and Tuesday, September 1, we will be scheduling one hour per class as a 
designated meet and greet time. We are planning for a socially distanced outdoor meet and greet. All 
students and parents are required to wear a mask on school property. Each class will be split in fourths 
and families will be assigned a designated 10-15 minute time frame to meet the teacher. More details 
about exact times will be forthcoming. 



 

Communication / New MPS Website 
This year I suggest that you frequently visit our school’s website as the district recently switched to a 
new website platform and app. This is the best way to find information, stay up-to-date, and receive 
alerts about district and TJS news. All content will be available at www.madisonpublicschools.org. It 
is recommended that you download the MPS app on your mobile phone. Search for “Madison Public 
Schools” in your device’s app store. You can select a default school that the app opens to each time 
you use it. You will be able to easily access staff directories, news items and alerts, calendar events, 
and important district/school documents. Please make sure your email is up to date in Genesis as we 
very much rely on email communication and Apptegy to push out important alerts. In addition to the 
website, we frequently communicate through Twitter and Facebook @ToreyJSabatini. These forums 
will serve as a means for the staff and I to highlight events, announcements, and parent resources.  
 
Thank you for your continued patience and support as we solidify the many important reopening 
details. The staff and I are truly looking forward to welcoming the children back to school with open 
arms (air hugs and air high-fives galore)! 
 
Warm regards, 

Ileana  Sing 
Ileana Sing, Principal 
Torey J. Sabatini School 
singi@madisonnjps.org 
 

http://www.madisonpublicschools.org/
mailto:singi@madisonnjps.org

