
Dear RMSHS Parents and Guardians: 
 

I hope you have all had a chance to spend some time relaxing this summer.  From the 
moment school closed, we have been hard at work preparing for the upcoming school year. 
This will surely be a year unlike any experienced in our lifetimes.  

 
On Thursday, August 13th, the RSU 2 school board approved a return-to-school plan 

under Scenario B, a hybrid model (with most students being in school in person 2 days a week, 
and approximately 50% of the students being in the building at any given time).  This will help us 
practice greater social distancing while allowing us to gradually build up our capacity to follow 
the new rules and guidelines that are in place. Your student’s schedule is included in the mailing 
along with their A/B designation.  We have already matched up families to be on the same day, 
but if for some reason we missed yours, please let us know. 
 

At the forefront of this school year is keeping our students and staff safe by reducing the 
risk of spreading Covid-19 within our schools.  With that in mind, we would like share some of 
the steps we are taking to reduce the risk of virus transmission: 
 

● We will be following the “6 Requirements for Safely Reopening Schools in the Fall” from 
the Maine DOE Framework.  (https://www.maine.gov/doe/home) 

● All students and staff will be required to wear an appropriate face covering while in the 
school building.  Frequent “mask breaks” will be provided throughout the day.  The 
wearing of masks will be treated as a public safety issue, and will be enforced. 

● Students will rotate from classroom to classroom, but will pass between classes outside 
rather than through the hallways whenever possible (even in inclement weather, so 
come prepared).  

● High school students will operate in a semester schedule- they will have four classes in 
the fall, then take in four classes in the spring.  This will reduce the number of 
classrooms any individual student needs to be in and the number of possible contacts. It 
will also reduce the student’s overall course load in case we need to return to distance 
learning and will increase the number of times a class meets face-to-face each week. 
For middle school students, math and English will continue to be year long, while all 
other courses will be semester courses.  

● Families will be required to do a “self check” before sending students to school.  Details 
will be sent home soon.  We will make every effort to help a student catch back up if they 
have been absent, and encourage them to join the class through Google Meets if they 
are able.  Please do not send a student who is showing symptoms to school. 

● Class sizes will be limited in an attempt to maintain social distancing.  Higher risk 
activities (such as singing or athletics) will only take place outside, when the weather 
allows.  Those classes will engage in other types of learning in their content area on 
days when they cannot be outside. 

● No large gatherings will take place (no assemblies, dances, etc.).  



● No outside visitors will be allowed in the building.  All communication with office staff 
may be done at the intercom at the main entrance. 

● More information will be forthcoming, including information on student athletics, class 
schedules, and additional safety measures. 

 
Returning to school and staying in school this fall will ultimately depend on local 

conditions and state decisions beyond our control. We feel we are prepared to have students 
return to school in an environment designed to limit the spread of viruses while meeting 
student’s educational needs.  Should conditions dictate that we need to close schools at some 
point during the school year, staff have been engaging in professional development to be better 
prepared for distance learning.  All teachers have been trained in Google Classroom, and all 
distance learning instruction will take place through that platform.  

 
Student laptops for the 2020-2021 school year are nearly ready to deploy. The 

technology signing forms will be available online by Friday, August 28, for printing and bringing 
to school during your assigned laptop pick up day. The pick up laptop days are assigned by the 
student's last name: A-C on Monday, 8/31; D-J on Tuesday, 9/1; K-P on Wednesday, 9/2; and 
R-Z on Thursday, 9/3. Each day's hours are 8-11 am and 4-7pm. When you come to school, 
please follow signage to maintain a safe physical distancing. Paper copies of the technology 
signing forms will be available if you need them. Thank you for making the Laptop Protection 
Plan checks payable to RSU2. Payments for any outstanding computer bills should also be 
made payable to the RSU2. For more information or questions about your assigned pick up day, 
please contact Betsey Noble, bnoble@kidsrsu.org, 207-737-4348, ext 2083. 
 

We are excited to see your student return in the fall.  We also understand that you are 
likely nervous and apprehensive about this return.  We take the safety of our students seriously, 
and this unique threat is no different.  We will continue to monitor local conditions, stay apprised 
of health and safety guidelines, and constantly re-evaluate the steps we are taking.  We 
welcome your feedback in this process. 
 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Karl Matulis 
Principal, RMSHS 
kmatulis@kidsrsu.org 

 
 
 


