
 

The mission of the Rocky Ford School District is to ensure individual success and learning of all 

students, within a safe environment. This is even more challenging to accomplish in an 

environment that includes a world-wide pandemic. However, with the success and the safety of 

the students in mind, there are two major investments/adjustments that we want to make our 

students, parents, and community aware of for this next year. 

A Chromebook will be provided for all students, Kindergarten through 12th grade. To 

help our younger students with their ability to use the computer, the Chromebooks 

for Kindergarten through 2nd Grade will be equipped with a touch-screen. Also, the 

district will cover the technology fee which pays for the insurance on the Chromebooks for the 

2020/2021 school year. Therefore, all Rocky Ford School District students will receive a 

Chromebook computer and a protective sleeve or a carrying case free of charge. Of course, the 

Chromebook computers are all equipped with webcams and internal speakers necessary to 

interact in an eLearning setting. The Chromebook computers will be integrated into both the in-

person and remote learning services.  

An at-home option for instruction will be offered to any and all students who would 

prefer that type of setting due to the pandemic. Through the registration process, 

parents can make it known that they would like to opt for at-home instruction. 

Students who participate in this style of instruction will have the benefit of keeping a regular 

schedule and being able to interact with teachers and students while staying at home. The 

schedule will be determined on a case-by-case basis as students are assigned to classes. 

Attendance and grades will be tracked with GoEdustar, the student information system for the 

school district. An orientation will be provided for students who opt for at-home instruction 

and their parents. Once this option is chosen, the decision will remain in effect throughout the 

remainder of the semester. When the new semester begins in January, the decision for at-

home instruction can be revisited.    



What will instructional services look like when 

students return in the fall? 

Registration will take place on August 5th & 6th from 1:00 pm to 

7:00 pm at the parking lot of the Junior Senior High School. It will 

be a drive-up service. The registration packets will be distributed 

on the east side of the parking lot. People can then park and complete the necessary 

paperwork or take it home to return later. The completed packets can be turned in on the west 

side of the parking lot. The district respectfully requests that completed registration packets be 

returned by 7:00 pm on August 6th. If extra time is necessary to make a decision about at-home 

instruction, the registration packet may be returned on August 10th at the front office of the 

building where your child is assigned to. Hotline telephone numbers will be provided for 

support. Also, limited in-person support will be provided for parents that need it. The district 

can allow up to 10 people at a time to enter the high school cafeteria where a staff member will 

help answer questions about the registration paperwork. Spanish support will be available.  

The district will begin the school year with 8 days (an equivalent of 

two weeks) of small group instruction for Jump Start. The 8 days of 

Jump Start will be: August 17, 18, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, and September 

1. The break after the first 2 days of Jump Start is due to the Arkansas Valley Fair which will still 

be hosting some activities. The schools used academic performance criteria to determine which 

students would be assigned to Jump Start. There will be no more than 10 people in a classroom 

during the two weeks of Jump Start.  

All students will be expected to begin classes on 

Wednesday, September 2. Grades K-6 will be in-

person. Grades 7-12 will use a hybrid approach. 

The three phases in Colorado for protecting against the spread of infection during the pandemic 

(Stay At Home, Safer At Home, and Protect Our Neighbors) dictate how much in-person 

instruction schools can provide. Otero county is in the Safer At Home phase which means that 

the school district is allowed to provide in-person instruction as long as students are grouped 

into cohorts and there is minimal interaction between different cohorts. 

The daily schedule at the elementary level is easily adaptable to develop and maintain cohorts 

of students. The same cannot be said for grades 7-12. Because of the variety of classes, it is not 

easy to form cohorts at the secondary level. However, the district has a goal to provide as much 



in-person instruction as possible. Therefore, a hybrid schedule will be used in grades 7-12 which 

means that students will receive a combination of in-person and remote learning services. 

Specific details will be provided soon and each grade level at the Junior Senior High School will 

have an orientation before September 2nd. 

The bell schedule for K-6 students will be similar to last year. The only difference for elementary 

students is that they will stay within their assigned cohort for the entire day and will not have a 

chance to interact with the other cohorts. This is applicable even during lunch and recess times. 

Students in grades 7-12 will be assigned either a Monday/Wednesday or a Tuesday/Thursday 

schedule for in-person instruction. Any time during the regular school week when students are 

not in the school, they will be expected to engage in remote learning from home. For example, 

7th grade students will attend on Mondays and Wednesdays while 8th grade students attend on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. Therefore, 7th grade students will be expected to work from home on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays and 8th grade students will be expected to work from home on 

Mondays and Wednesdays. The schedule will be changed to a 5-period day that resembles 

what some may remember as a “block schedule”.  Again, it is the district’s goal to provide as 

much in-person instruction as possible but it will not be possible to provide a full day of in-

person classes for all students in grades 9-12. We can assign students to up to two cohorts 

throughout the day. It is not possible to assign all students in 9-12 to a five period day while 

keeping them in just two cohorts. Therefore, classes have been identified as a priority for in-

person instruction and the school will work hard to accommodate those classes first. Because 

of the complexity of the schedule, an orientation will be provided for each grade level for the 

students and their parents.  

The first health protocol that will have to be observed 

is a daily check-in for students. All students will have 

their health checked either before they get on the bus 

or when they arrive at the school. The health checks will be comprised of three questions and 

the temperature of the student. The three questions are: Does the student have a cough? Does 

the student have shortness of breath? Has the student been exposed to someone who is 

infected with COVID-19? If it is determined that the student needs to return home (whether 

due to the responses to the questions or a high temperature), they will be isolated in a safe 

environment until a parent, guardian, or approved contact can pick them up. Another major 

health protocol will involve face masks. The district will ask all students to come to school with 

a face mask. Face masks must be worn when entering or existing the building and in any public 

area within the building including the front office, hallways, and libraries.   



There are a few exceptions to the face mask rule. Scientific evidence has shown that children 

around the age of 10 and younger are not transmitting the virus to each other or to adults. 

Therefore, face masks will be optional in the classroom, at the discretion of the teacher, for 

grades K-4. In grades 5-12, face masks will be optional only when in a room that allows for more 

than 6-foot distancing or when outside.  

The same expectations regarding health checks and face masks will be expected of visitors to 

the school. If an adult is entering a building simply to pick up a student and remains in the front 

office area, the health check will not be necessary. However, if the visitor is headed to a 

classroom or someplace beyond the front office, the health check will be conducted and a face 

mask will be required. (Of course, these routines will adapt as permitted by the Colorado 

Department of Public Health.) Also, the district respectfully requests that parents do not join 

their students for lunch in the elementary schools. The health and safety protocols in place 

right now make it a challenge to accommodate adult visitors during meal times.  

Finally, the district would like to assure parents and students that frequent sanitization will 

occur on all major surfaces (desks, counters, shelves, entire bathrooms, and more). The 

sanitization will occur between groups of students when they switch classrooms and when 

different groups go through the cafeteria, library, and computer labs. Of course, the sanitization 

will happen again at the end of each day. Although it is not necessarily a protocol, the district is 

also committed to making sure that students and staff have ample opportunity to wash their 

hands or to use hand sanitizer. 

Appropriate sanitization and social distancing will be observed 

when students are eating breakfast and lunch at the school. 

This may mean that there is not enough space in the cafeteria 

for all students. Therefore, additional spaces (like certain classrooms) will be designated for 

students to eat their meals after going through the service line. Also, the district will 

unfortunately have to reduce the number of options for students. For example, salad bars 

where students serve themselves will not be permitted for the time being. However, an effort 

will be made to provide as many options as possible through the serving line. On a more 

positive note, the food service program will still be available for students who opt for at-home 

instruction. Similarly, food service will be available to 7-12 students even on days when they are 

working from home. The high school kitchen is designated as the site to provide a drive-up 

service (in the bus loop) where the meals for at-home students and others can be picked up. 

Times will be provided through a variety of communication methods for the daily window when 

the meals can be picked up (Monday through Thursday).  



Transportation services will be a challenge during the 

2020/2021 school year. As of right now, the school district 

is allowed to have one student per seat on the bus unless 

they live in the same household. Therefore, a 72-passenger bus will be able to carry only about 

24-30 students. Because of the reduced capacity, the district will have to eliminate some in-

town bus stops in order to adhere to the constraints of the health & safety protocols while still 

delivering students in a timely manner. Basically, bus stops that are south of Highway 50, north 

of Road EE (or Hopkins Avenue), west of 19th Street, and east of County Road 18 will be 

eliminated. This is the list of bus stops that are being eliminated: 

- 18th & Hopkins - 14th & Pine - Library Park 

- Central Office - Melonaire Apartments - Emerald & Rd EE 

- Ewers & EE.5 - 1st & Spruce - 3rd & Maple 

 

Bus aides will be hired to ride on all of the bus routes. The aides will conduct the health checks 

as students are getting on the bus. Face masks will be required on buses. Also, seating 

assignments will be made and windows will be kept open for improved ventilation. At the end 

of each route, the bus aides will sanitize the buses.   

The extra-curricular activities that are 

hosted by the school district and are 

not subject to the Colorado High 

School Activities Association (CHSAA) are easier to plan for because they fall under the 

complete control of the district. Therefore, activities like Storytellers, After-School Youth Club, 

Destination Imagination, Student Council, FFA, FBLA, and more are very likely to happen as long 

as the health protocols can be followed. The district will share details about these activities as 

they become available. It is much more difficult to predict what will happen with sports and 

other activities that are governed by CHSAA. As of right now, CHSAA has submitted plans to the 

state and we are all waiting patiently for the approval.  We are unable to predict at this time 

the health protocols required for sports and to what extent spectators will be allowed. The 

athletic director and the coaches will communicate updates from CHSAA as they become 

available.  

It is also important to note that there is an ongoing decision-making process to determine if 

students who opt for at-home instruction will be able to participate in extra-curricular activities. 

The health of the students involved would of course be the most important factor in this 

decision. If it is not safe enough for the student to be in a class with 20 classmates, then it is 

likely not safe enough for that same student to be with 20 other athletes at basketball practice 



or at a school dance in close proximity to even more students. However, not all extra-curricular 

activities pose the same level of risk of a COVID-19 infection. Therefore, a process may need to 

be put in place where individual requests can receive special consideration. Again, if you have 

questions about this or feel that this situation might apply to your student, please contact 

Central Office at 719-254-7423. 

What if infection rates rise and the health 

department mandates the closure of schools 

for a few days or even longer? 

The school district will have the ability to switch from in-person instruction to eLearning with 

minimal disruption in the sequence of learning topics and tasks. For example, if the district 

receives a call from the health department on a Wednesday morning and schools need to close, 

the district would shut down classes early that day and then eLearning would start the next day, 

on Thursday morning. Once the health department gave permission, in-person instruction 

would resume once again. It is fully expected that the district will experience some of these 

rolling starts and stops. However, remote learning is now a tool that the school district can use 

for a variety of purposes. To provide another example, think of a scenario where there is a 

break in a main water line. Typically, a school cannot stay open without water for more than an 

hour. If it takes a day or two to repair the water line, instruction can continue through remote 

learning. Now that all students, Kindergarten through 12th grade, will have Chromebooks, 

remote learning can be used as a strategy for the entire school district. That is good news for 

the academic progress for the district even though not all of the students may see it as a good 

thing. Do not worry however, the occasional snow day will still be a day off without remote 

learning!  


