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                                                                                                                                                               August 17, 2020 

Dear Polk Families, 
 

WELCOME 

I hope this letter finds you all well and enjoying the beautiful summer days! Words cannot express how excited the entire staff is to 

welcome our students to the 2020-2021 school year! Our building has been empty for far too long and we can’t wait to be back together 

again! 
 

At Polk, we have been hard at work to ready our building and ensure compliance with the many new, and often changing, regulations. 

While this school year will look different than others, we are taking all necessary precautions to ensure, to the best of our ability, that 

our students and staff stay safe. I can assure you that we will be ready, and thrilled, to greet our students on the first day of school on 

Tuesday, September 1, 2020. Please remember the first week will be all early dismissal days for students. 
 

This letter will provide you with many pieces of information regarding the upcoming school year to assist you with planning. Any 

changes that arise will be communicated further in the coming days.  
 

NEW STAFF 
 

This year we are so fortunate to welcome the following new staff members: 

David Cheris- A familiar face to many students after teaching 2nd grade and computers at John Trumbull, Dave will be our new 3rd 

grade special education teacher. 

Emily Freundt- After having taught 1st grade in Florida and working at John Trumbull this past year, Emily will be our new 4th grade 

teacher. 

Laura Grzewinski- Laura joins our 3rd grade team with several years’ experience as both a 3rd and 4th grade teacher in Massachusetts.  

Samantha McQueenie- Sam returns to Polk after filling a long-term position in the spring and will be our new 4th grade special 

education teacher. 

Kaylie Mecca- Kaylie will be one of two interns working at Polk this year. 

Joan Miller- Joan joins us as a part-time Speech and Language Pathologist.  She will also work at John Trumbull. 

Danielle Taylor- Danielle joins our 3rd grade team after several years teaching in Windsor. 

Shelley Yerger- Shelley comes to us from John Trumbull and will join us as a special education paraprofessional/behavior technician. 
 

RETURNING… BUT IN A NEW WAY! 
 

Please welcome back: 

Gabbie Anello- We are fortunate to have Gabbie return to us this year, while she pursues her Master’s Degree, as our second intern. 

Becky Borbas- Becky is returning to Polk and Judson as the band and strings teacher after having been at Swift Middle School. 

Lisa LaPlante- Please welcome Lisa as our new SRBI coordinator and math interventionist. 

John Loyer- A former 3rd grade teacher, John will now serve as the PE teacher shared between Polk & Judson schools. 

Abby Quish- Formerly a special education teacher, Abby has decided to return to the classroom and will teach 3rd grade this year. 
 

STILL TO COME… 
 

We are in the process of hiring a few new staff members, such as a library media specialist, for this school year.  Once the hiring of 

these staff members has been finalized, I will send an update. 
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CLASS PLACEMENT 

Your child’s classroom teacher is available to view in PowerSchool! Please log in to the parent portal to view this information. If you 

have questions about logging in, please read below and call the Main Office at (860) 945-4840 with any questions.  
 

While all of our 3rd grade classes are “self-contained” and stay with the same teacher who teaches all subject areas, in 4th and 5th grade 

most students will have two teachers- one for English Language Arts (ELA) and one for math. In each grade level there is one “self-

contained” teacher, 2 ELA teachers, and 2 math teachers. Please see below for the teacher pairings. 
 

Grade 4  Grade 5 

ELA Teacher Math Teacher  ELA Teacher Math Teacher 

Mrs. D’Addona Mrs. Tasker  Mrs. Milo Mrs. Barlow 

Ms. Freundt Mrs. Gauthier  Mrs. Schulte Mr. Pflomm 

Self-contained: Mrs. Eckerlin  Self-contained: Mrs. Sarandrea 
 

POWERSCHOOL  
 

The Watertown Public Schools will continue to use PowerSchool as our student information system.  One of the many features of 

PowerSchool is a robust parent portal that can be accessed from any device, including a smartphone, tablet or computer. PowerSchool 

can be accessed by going to watertownps.powerschool.com/public. If you are using a mobile device, the district code is BDQX.  If you 

created an account in Watertown last year, your username and password will carry over into this year. If you have forgotten your 

username or password, simply click on “Forgot Username or Password?” and follow the prompts. If you are new to Watertown, or have 

difficulty accessing PowerSchool, please call the school for technical support.  Once you log on to PowerSchool, please do the 

following: 

• Click on “Bell Schedule View” to view your child’s teacher 

• Click on the InfoSnap Tab on the left to: 

o Update demographic information, such as telephone numbers, emergency contacts, etc. We rely on this information to 

be up-to-date in the event of an emergency so please be sure to look it over. 

o Read and sign off on policies that require parent signature – Internet Agreement; Pesticide Notification, Home Health 

Screening, and the Privacy Act Disclosure.  

(Please contact the school office if you need paper versions of these documents.) 
 

POLK SCHOOL HOURS  
 

Our revised Polk School’s hours are as follows: 

• Regular Day – 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

• Early Dismissal (“Half Day”) – 9:00 am - 1:30 pm 
 

 Normal Day Early Dismissal (½ Day) 

Drop off for Students: Last Names M-Z* 8:35-8:50 8:35-8:50 

Drop off for Students: Last Names A-L* 8:50-9:05 8:50-9:05 

Bus Drop Off 8:50 8:50 

   

Pick Up for Students: Last Names M-Z * 3:00-3:15 1:00-1:15 

Pick Up for Students: Last Names A-L* 3:15-3:30 1:15-1:30 

Walkers Dismissal 3:15 1:15 

Bus Dismissal 3:30 1:30 

* These times were selected in coordination with JTPS to assist families with dropping off multiple children across the 2 schools. 
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Please Note:  The school will be locked until 8:35 as this is when adult supervision begins. For safety reasons, please do not drop off 

any children in our drop off loop unless you see a staff member on duty outside. After 9:05, parents must park and walk their child to 

the main entrance door for arrival. Please ring the bell to notify the secretary of your arrival. 
 

BUS ROUTES 
 

• Bus routes are printed in the Republican American and Town Times sometime in August.  However, once they are available from 

the bus company, they can also be found on the district’s website, www.watertownps.org.  Click on the District Information Tab and 

then Transportation.   
 

ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL 
 

• A detailed description of arrival procedures follows and a diagram is attached on the final page of this letter.  I ask that you read 

these procedures carefully.  Please do not hesitate to call or email with questions. 

• Please adhere to the set times (see above) for student drop off and pick up. Based on the family survey data, 1/3 of our students 

will be transported by car and we are making these changes in an effort to accommodate the increased number of cars in our front 

loop. 

• We appreciate your patience as we work through the changes to this process. It will likely take several days until we see how this 

works. If any changes are necessary, they will be communicated in advance. 
 

BUSES 
 

• Buses will be unloaded and loaded two at a time. Cohorts of students will enter and exit through separate entry doors to reduce 

congestion in the hallways.  

• All students will go directly to their classrooms upon arrival and will wait in their classrooms until their bus is called. 
 

STUDENT DROP OFF 
 

• For AM drop off, please enter the front loop via French Street. We ask that you make a right turn only into the loop to avoid 

crossing traffic. This intersection gets very busy and easily backed up and we hope this will alleviate that issue.  

• Pull as far forward as possible (to the end of the yellow fire lane marking) towards the staff member on duty.  

• Students should unload on the passenger side of the car closest to the school. Adults should not exit the car. Please say your 

goodbyes prior to pulling into the loop and ensure your child has everything ready to exit.  

• Once your child has exited the car, follow the cars in front of you to the stop sign. We also ask that cars make a right hand turn 

only out of the parking lot onto Buckingham Street to help with the flow of traffic. 

• All students will go directly to their classrooms upon arrival. 
 

STUDENT PICK UP 
 

• For PM pick up, please enter the front loop via French Street. We ask that you make a right turn only into the loop to avoid 

crossing traffic.  

• Pull as far forward as possible (to the end of the yellow fire lane marking) and remain in your car.  A staff member will approach 

and ask your child’s name. Please be prepared to show a photo ID.  

• Your child will be brought out to your car. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.watertownps.org/


4 | P a g e  
Polk Elementary School 

435 Buckingham Street, Oakville, CT 06779 
860.945.4840 

WALKERS 
 

• If your child will be walking to/from school, see the attached diagram for entrance/exit doors. Please send a note in to the office if 

your child has permission to walk home each day. 
 

SUPPLY LISTS 
 

• See the homepage of the Polk School Website for grade specific lists:  http://pes.watertownps.org/ 

• Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle (or two) to school each day. Our water fountains will be closed this year. 

• We have purchased breakaway lanyards that students can use to clip their masks to so that during mask breaks, and other 

permissible times, their masks stay with them rather than on the floor. 

 

PARENT COMMUNICATION 
 

Please follow the learning adventures at Polk on Twitter to stay informed of all of the wonderful happenings in our school 

(@PolkESPrincipal).  Please also be on the lookout for the bi-weekly Peek at Polk digital newsletter, sent out as an email blast.  Should 

you not receive these communications, please ensure your email address is up to date in PowerSchool by logging into the Parent 

Portal and check your email junk folder. 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
 

Please see the district website for the most up-to-date information about our school reopening. You can view the Watertown Re-Entry 

Plan there as well. I will be sharing additional information with you in the coming days as well. 

 

I am very excited for the upcoming school year and hope that you and your child are as well!  Please do not hesitate to contact me with 

any questions or needs.  Be well and enjoy these last few weeks. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer L. Galik 

Principal 

Polk Elementary School 

 

  

http://pes.watertownps.org/
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1. LIBRARY ENTRANCE - This entrance/exit is for grade 3 bus riders only. Walkers (including Buckingham St. 
walkers) may not use this entrance during arrival and dismissal. Walkers that use Buckingham St. to travel to 
school should remain on the sidewalk, cross by the two crossing guards and enter through the front doors of 
the school. 
 
4th and 5th GRADE WING ENTRANCE- This entrance/exit is for grade 4 and 5 bus riders only. A separate 
entrance will be used this year to minimize congestion in our hallways. 
 
FRONT ENTRANCE - This entrance/exit is for parent drop-offs/pick-ups and for Buckingham St. walkers. 
Drivers should make a right into the parking lot from French St. and a right turn when exiting onto 
Buckingham St. to avoid congestion. 
 
FRENCH ST/GRADE 3 WING ENTRANCE - This entrance/exit is for French St. walkers only. These are the 
students who travel to Polk using French St. Parents MUST NOT drop off from a vehicle on French Street. 
Students driven by parents MUST get into the loop in the front of the school (#2 on Diagram.) 
 
FRENCH ST - No drop-offs here please. Right turn only into parking lot. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

4th and 5th Grade Wing Entrance 
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3 
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