
 

Sanford School Department Reopening Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Question/Comment Answer 

HEALTH & SAFETY 

Does my child have to wear a mask or can 
they wear a shield? 

Students and staff will be required to wear a face 
covering/mask.  Students and staff unable to wear a 
mask for a documented medical reason may wear a 
face shield.  Face shields worn in place of a face 
covering must extend below the child’s chin and back to 
the ears.  Updated 8/11/20  

Will PPE be provided for my child? 

Mask/face coverings should be provided by the 
student/family, but extra will be available for students 
who need them prior to entering the bus or entering the 
school building.  

What if my child is unable to wear a mask or 
refuses to wear a mask? 

Wearing a mask is required.  Students who are 
experiencing difficulty may need to be home until they 
are able to tolerate wearing a mask.  We recognize this 
may be a learning curve for some students.  We will 
provide reminders, positive reinforcement and mask 
breaks for students. 

How will the Sanford School Department 
ensure that students, staff and parents follow 
the universal safety precautions as outlined in 
the return to school document? 

The School Department will make sure all staff and 
students receive initial training in hand hygiene practices 
and social distancing requirements and receive frequent 
and ongoing reminders through verbal prompts, 
signage, and other means. 

How will students get mask breaks? 

Each school's administrative team will be working with 
classroom teachers to develop a schedule that includes 
mask breaks that follow physical distancing 
requirements.  

What will happen if a staff or student 
becomes sick? 

See page 11 of the Sanford School Department  Return 
to School document  

Have the schools hired additional nursing 
staff? 

We are working to hire additional staff(CNAs) for our 
nursing offices to provide support to students and 
nurses.  

Will parents be allowed in the building? Parents/Guardians/Volunteers without valid business in 
the building will be prohibited unless absolutely 
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necessary.  Please be sure that students have what 
they need for each day before leaving the home as 
exceptions to building access will be extremely limited. 
(ex. Lunch, proper footwear, sports equipment, etc.) 

Can the older kids carry their own small hand 
sanitizer bottle during school? 

 

Yes, they will be allowed to carry their own small bottles 
of sanitizer liquid. 

 

CURRICULUM 

If my student in grades 5-12 chooses the full 
distance option, can they attend their classes 
at any time during the day? 

Students who choose a distance learning option will 
need to attend class following the in-person class 
schedule.  

If my student in grades K-4 chooses the full 
distance option, can they attend their online 
classes at any time during the day? 

The online program will be available for your family to 
access at a time that works best for you. 

Why are K-4 students returning to school 5 
days a week and 5-12 students returning only 
2 days a week? 

In order to meet the universal safety precautions 
outlined by the CDC and the DOE, the number of 
students needs to be reduced.  

Are SRTC students attending their regular 
classes 4 days a week along with their SRTC 
class? 

Yes, students will attend their regular classes Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  

Can my children in grades 5-12 be on the 
same rotation? 

Yes, in the form sent out on Thursday, August 13th, 
each family was able to identify the rotation schedule for 
their children. 

On Wednesdays 5-12, will it be a standard 
remote day where you attend classes like the 
other 2 days or will it be a “classwork” day? 

It will be a day when students can zoom in to receive 
extra help from their teachers as well as work on 
classwork that has been assigned and participate in 
social emotional learning activities.  

On a remote learning day 5-12, if my child 
doesn’t attend class will it be counted as an 
absence?  

Yes,  students are expected to attend their classes 
daily. 

Will chorus or singing instruction occur? Singing and voice projection carry a relatively higher risk 
of virus transmission because it can aerosolize 
respiratory droplets to a distance of at least 13 feet. 
Chorus instruction will occur outdoors, with masks, with 
at least 14 feet distance.  Updated 8/11/20 

Will band instruction occur? Some music instruments carry a relatively higher risk of 
virus transmission.  Instruction for musical instruments 

 



that require air blowing (eg., flute, oboe, clarinet, 
trumpet, saxophone, trombone, etc.) will only occur 
outdoors when individual students are at least 14 feet 
apart.  Instruction for musical instruments that do not 
involve air blowing will continue indoors with proper 
social distancing.  Updated 8/11  

What will physical education look like? Students will participate in physical education classes 
outside whenever possible.  Classes will not include 
activities with close physical contact and prioritize 
activities that do not require shared equipment. 
Activities will follow distancing guidelines for physical 
education activities. Updated 8/11 

Will athletics occur in the fall? Updated athletic information can be found at Updated 
Athletic Information 

Will co curricular activities occur? Extra curricular activities will be limited.  During category 
red time frames, students may meet remotely via 
Google Meets or zoom with their clubs.  These meetings 
may occur before or after school or on Wednesday’s as 
the advisor’s schedule allows. 
 
During category yellow time frames, students may meet 
in small groups or remotely via Google Meets or zoom 
with their clubs.  These meetings may occur before or 
after school or on Wednesday’s as the advisor’s 
schedule allows.  The same safety protocols used 
during the school day will apply. 

Will my child have recess? Students will still participate in recess.  They will be 
required to wash their and before and after.  Staff will 
monitor social distancing requirements in order to allow 
for mask removal.  High touch surfaces will be cleaned 
as needed.  

Does my child have to wear a mask during 
recess? 

Current information has us starting the year with the 
expectation that students do not need to wear face 
masks on the playground as long as they stay 6’ apart. 
If students are not able to generally maintain a physical 
distance of 6’, they may be required to wear masks on 
the playground. 
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SCHOOL NUTRITION 

With physical distancing limitations, where 
will students be eating lunch? 

Students will be socially distanced 6ft and will be 
eating in a variety of spaces including:  cafeteria, 
classroom, outdoors, etc.  

How will students pay for breakfast/lunch? We encourage all families to use the “My School 
Bucks” app or website to deposit funds in advance for 
their child(ren). Staff will use a roster to check off 
students purchasing a meal and enter this information 
into our computer system. This will eliminate student 
contact with our keypads. Payments should be made 
online at: http://www.myschoolbucks.com as much as 
possible 

Will meals be provided to students on 
distance  learning days? 

Yes, meals will be available.  Delivery will not be 
available, but will be available at a location TBD.  

How will you keep my child safe if they have 
a food allergy? 

Students with a document allergy have a 504 plan that 
will be reviewed and followed by school staff.  

 

TRANSPORTATION 

How many students will be riding the bus and 
how will they be arranged to meet CDC 
guidelines? 

Current guidelines allow students to be seated one 
student per seat.  Siblings are allowed to sit 
together.  Students will be required to sit in their 
assigned seat. 

Will the multiple bus routes be needed to meet 
the safety guidelines? 

This is still being determined based on the survey 
data. 

 

Technology 

 



Will my child be provided with technology and 
is there choice in the technology my child 
receives? 

Yes, each child in the district will be provided with 
technology.  Parents will not have a choice on what 
type of technology their child will receive.  

Will training be provided for parents and 
students in regards to technology? 

The district will offer live training for parents and 
students in the use of our online platforms that 
include but is not limited to: Google classroom and 
meets. Zoom, SeeSaw. 
There will also be videos available on our district 
website for families to view anytime. 

When will technology be distributed? Technology will be distributed the first weeks of 
school at a schedule to be determined.  

 

Special Education / Special Services 

What will GT, Title 1 and ELL look like? Students in the Gifted and Talented Program will 
continue to work with their Gifted/Talented teacher. 
Gifted/Talented teachers will work with classroom 
teachers to provide additional support and resources 
to maximize access to academic content.  The gifted 
and talented staff will communicate with families 
regarding student’s needs. 
 
Title I services will occur for students regardless of 
the instructional model.  Students learning remotely 
will have access to Lexia for literacy and Edgenuity 
for math.  The Title I teacher will monitor progress 
and provide support. 
 
ELL students spend the majority of their school day 
engaged in regular education classes and will follow 
the established grade level structure.  Regular 
education classroom teachers will administer and 
monitor assignments for their students during 
distance learning.The district’s ELL staff will support 
academics in the regular education setting, monitor 
student work and provide consultation services to 
teachers.  The ELL staff will communicate with 
families  regarding student’s needs. 

How will my students' IEP be met? The intent of the IEP will be met until we have an 
opportunity to gather data and determine the 
students’ current level of  performance. 

 



Student’s whose grade level is participating through 
a hybrid model,  an Individual Remote Learning Plan 
will be developed to identify how the student’s 
educational program will be implemented during 
remote learning. The remote learning plan is an 
accommodation which can be modified as needed. 

If my child is a special ed student grades 5-12, 
do they need to attend school 4 days a week? 

Yes.  Exceptions would be for students who receive 
support services, related services or consultation 
services only. 

How will IEP meetings be held? IEP meetings will occur either in person or via an 
on-line platform.  This determination will be made 
based on MDOE and CDC safety guidelines.  
 

Is the SEAL team  a self contained program at 
the middle school? 

Yes it is. 

If my child is in a self contained program and 
accesses mainstream classrooms for parts of 
their day, will this still occur? 

Yes, they will. 

If remote learning is chosen for my special ed 
student, what will it look like? 

If you choose distance learning an IEP meeting will 
need to be held and a new IEP will need to be 
developed based on what can be offered through a 
distance format.  

 

Facilities 

What has the school department done to 
address ventilation? 

We are upgrading ventilation systems in the 
district’s  buildings to improve indoor air quality; 
prioritizing control strategies - ventilation, filtration, 
supplemental air cleaning - and verifying system 
performance regularly. 

Have we considered using outside spaces? The district is purchasing tents to increase the 
amount of usable outside space to help with 
instruction and breaks free from wearing masks. 

 
As of 8/14/20 

 


