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The State Board of Education passed
an English learner (EL) requirement 
CHAPTER 0520-01-19 that went into effect for 
the 21-22 school year and impacts the 
way in which ELs are served and teachers 
are trained.

All educators who have English Learners 
(ELs) in the classroom for any part of the 
day must be trained on the WIDA English 
Language Development Standards.

State Board Rule



Objectives of this Training
I

? To provide information on the components of the 
WIDA English Language Development (ELD) 
Standards Framework

? Show general education teachers how they can 
use the WIDA Framework to write language 
objectives and to the meet language needs of 
their English Language Learners (ELs)

? Direct teachers to resources available for the use 
and implementation of the standards

? Satisfy State Requirements



By the end of this training, you will 
know how to use the WIDA framework 
to create language objectives for 
your English learners that can be used 
to support your content objectives.



www.wida.wisc.edu

http://www.wida.wisc.edu


What is WIDA?

WIDA is a consortium of over 40 states and territories. 
Developed a standards framework built on theoretical 
foundations that describe language use in academic contexts.
 



Our Roles and 
Responsibilities

? Federal and State

? District goals for exiting students/District 
growth 

? Assessments: 
● WIDA Screener for K
● WIDA On-line Screener
● ACCESS



WIDA Assessments

Class Roster 
Report

Individual student
report showing 
scores in all domains

WIDA Screener
report for identification
and placement
purposes



 Stages of Second Language 
Acquisition

Language Stages WIDA 

Silent Stage (Pre-production) Entering                  Level 1

Early Production Emerging                Level 2

Speech Emergence Developing            Level 3

Intermediate Expanding              Level 4

Advanced Bridging                 Level 5

Reaching (Proficient) Level 6



Why is this important for 
teachers to know?

? Appropriate expectations
? Appropriate instruction targeted at 

students’ needs
? Appropriate scaffolding
? Appropriate assessment (how would 

you assess learning for students in 
various stages/proficiency levels?)

? Goal setting



What is Scaffolding?
Key Components of Scaffolding 
• Meet the students where they are

• Push them just beyond what they are capable of on      
their own 

• Temporary 

• Gradually release responsibility 

• Ways of interacting, as well as a set of structures

Scaffolding represents the helpful interactions between 
adult and child that enable the child to do something 
beyond his or her independent efforts. A scaffold is a 
temporary framework that is put up for support and 
access to meaning and taken away as needed when the 
child secures control of success with a task.



Scaffolding vs. Differentiation

Scaffolding vs. Differentiation “Scaffolding does not 
change the complexity of what is to be learned but 
breaks it into manageable parts for learners.”
              Scaffolding Differentiation

• Does not change content • Alternate content

• Ways of interacting • Modified instructional materials
and activities

• Chunking material in smaller bits • Simplifying language and 
reading level 

• Providing supportive help during  • Alternate activities, objectives, 
instruction and assessments



Knowing Your Students
The  more you know your students’ language proficiency levels 
and their cultural backgrounds and formative experiences, the 
more effective your standards-based instruction will be. The 
development of the EL student’s ILP is key to their success.

While ILPs must be updated regularly (every four and a half 
weeks at a minimum) and used daily, the exact implementation 
plan is at the discretion of districts. Formal stakeholder meetings 
are not required; informal discussions among teachers, students, 
and parents are appropriate. In our district, it was found that RTI 
and Data Team meetings are the best place for these discussions 
to take place with all team members at the table. If it is deemed 
necessary that parents be involved, a conference is scheduled.



The WIDA Framework’s 5 
Components

1. Can Do Philosophy
2. Guiding Principles of
     Language Development
3.  Age-appropriate 
     Academic Language in 
     Sociocultural Contexts
4.  Performance Definitions
5.  Standards



Features of Academic Language



English Language 
Development Standards





ELD Standards

Standard 1 recognizes the 
importance of social language 
in student interaction and the 
language students encounter 
across instructional settings.

Standards 2-5 address the 
language of the 
content-driven classroom and 
of textbooks characterized by 
a more formal register and a 
specific way of 
communicating.



Performance Definitions



Performance Definitions

? Provide definitions and characteristics 
of the 6 proficiency levels

? Focus on how a student might develop 
language across the 4 domains 
(listening, speaking, reading, writing)

? Provide global overview of language 
expectations for each proficiency level

? The Performance Definitions are the 
basis for the Can Do Descriptors



Discourse Level or 

Sentence Level 

Word/Phrase Level 
or





Can Do Descriptors







Uses for Can Do Descriptors
? Share with classroom teachers to describe the acquisition 

process around levels of English language proficiency
? Use to plan with tutors or mentors who work with ELs
? Develop lessons and units of study with differentiated 

language objectives
? Set language goals for your ELLs (how I can move my 

student from proficiency level to the next)
? Explain to parents their students’ progress in listening, 

speaking, reading, writing (available in Spanish)
? Translate test scores from ACCESS or WIDA Screeners into 

classroom practice



Activity

? Pause the webinar

? Look at the Student Roster 
Report and find Diana’s scores 
across the different domains. 
Focus on her writing score

? Look at the Can Do Descriptors 
on the next slide, and find the 
characteristics for Diana’s 
current level of writing 
proficiency.  



✅

✅

✅

✅



The Elements of Language 
Functions and Features 



Activity: Find the Language 
Function, the Content Stem, & 
the Support

Writing: Level 1: 

List words or statements 
showing the importance of 
the US Constitution using 
illustrated word cards and 
an L1 (student’s first 
language) partner. 



Activity: Find the Language 
Function, the Content Stem, & 
the Support

Writing: Level 1: 

List statements showing the 
importance of the US 
Constitution using illustrated 
word cards and an L1 
partner. 



WIDA Standards Matrix

www.wida.us



Label vocabulary 
on  rain forest 
diagrams 
depicting features 
before & after 
deforestation 
using pictures 
and a word bank 
with visuals.  

WIDA Standards Matrix

www.wida.us



Activity:  Use these Language Objectives and 
Determine the Level of Proficiency 
Take a moment and put these in order from Level 
1-Level 5

? Write descriptive sentences for pictures depicting the features of the 
rainforest before and after deforestation using notes from a Venn Diagram 
and a word bank with visuals. [Sentence starters will be available.]

? Label vocabulary on  rainforest diagrams depicting before and after 
deforestation using pictures and a word bank with visuals.  

? Write a 3 paragraph essay using academic vocabulary and grade-level 
sentence structures that describe the rainforest before and after 
deforestation using notes from a Venn diagram, a word bank, and a model. 

? Write descriptive paragraphs for pictures depicting the features of the 
rainforest before and after deforestation using notes from a Venn Diagram, a 
word bank with visuals and a model. 

? Fill in a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast features of the rainforest 
before and after deforestation using visuals with labels and a pictorial word 
bank.  Fill in cloze sentences with vocabulary words from the Venn Diagram.



Label vocabulary 
on  rain forest 
diagrams 
depicting 
features before & 
after 
deforestation 
using pictures 
and a word bank 
with visuals.  

Fill in a Venn Diagram to 
compare and contrast 
features of the 
rainforest before and 
after deforestation using 
visuals with labels and a 
pictorial word bank.  Fill 
in cloze sentences with 
vocabulary words from 
the Venn Diagram.

Write related,
descriptive sentences 
for pictures showing the 
features of the rain
forest before and after 
deforestation using
notes from a Venn 
Diagram and a word 
bank with visuals.
[Sentence starters will 
be available.]

Write descriptive 
paragraphs for pictures 
depicting the features 
of the rainforest before 
and after deforestation 
using notes from a Venn 
Diagram, a word bank 
with visuals and a 
model. 

Write a 3 paragraph 
essay using academic 
vocabulary and grade-
level sentence 
structures that 
describe the 
rain forest before and 
after deforestation 
using notes from a 
Venn diagram, a 
word bank, and 
a model. 

WIDA Standards Matrix



Reflection and Final Instructions

? Have you learned the components of the WIDA 
English Language Development (ELD) Standards 
Framework?

? Can use the WIDA Framework to meet language 
needs of your English Language Learners (ELs)?

? Do you know where to find resources available for 
the use and implementation of the WIDA 
standards? (www.wida.us)

? Click HERE to complete the quiz for verification of 
training.
 

http://www.wida.us
https://forms.gle/RUqVa82UrdRHQdmh7
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