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Maple Run Convocation 2017 
MRUSD held its first convocation as a unified district on Friday, August 25. Nearly 600 staff 

members converged on Collins Perley Complex to welcome the new school year together. I 

opened the day by thanking folks for jobs well done, from custodial staff to paraeducators 

and support staff to teachers, as each role is important to the district’s successful.  I asked, 

at one point, how many 

there took courses or 

training over the summer, 

and more than half the 

hands raised. This is proof 

that we have dedicated 

staff, but also that there 

really is no “summers off” 

in education.  

Jim gave a short address 

covering the changes that have occurred 

over the last decade, and the speed at 

which things are changing now. In 

technology alone, he pointed out the 

rapid change from rotary dial phones, to 

push button phones, to the introduction 

of answering machines to portable 

phones. And today, most everyone has a 

cell phone where they do everything from emailing to shopping, banking, and occasionally 

make phone calls. He pointed out the stress that this constant change puts on the teaching 

profession as they try to predict future skills needed and how they teach their students.  

 where inquiring minds, compassionate hearts, creative expression, healthy lives and service to the community develop so all can learn, achieve and succeed. 



New at convocation 

this year was having 

the Maple Run 

Education Association 

do a presentation for 

their members, as 

well as having a table 

with information and 

sign-ups. Tables, the 

Association’s seen in 

the picture here, were 

open in the Hockey 

Rink both before 

convocation began 

and during lunch. 

Other table vendors 

included our Human Resource and benefits folks; Collins Perley; RiseVt; Empowerment 

Retirement and VEHI – our insurance provider.  

The keynote speaker was Rebecca 

Holcombe, Secretary of Education. Like Jim, 

the secretary focused on the rapid changes 

happening, and how difficult it is for 

teachers to prepare to teach students when 

things are changing so fast making it hard to 

predict what skills current students may be 

need in the next decade; or even the next 

four years. She spoke to the fact that while 

students need to read and write to be 

successful, they need judgement skills and 

ethical abilities to be competent in our 

changing world. She spoke to equality, and 

the need to have staff conscious of “implicit 

bias,” a subconscious prejudice toward a 

person because of heritage or income level.   

Ms. Holcombe pointed out that a shared 

purpose for Maple Run will work wonders. 

Being more transparent, allowing all of the 

buildings to work together to find strengths 

and work together on weaknesses. She 

urged MRUSD to design curriculum around what is important to its educators. Those 

choices, she suggested, will be there for students 20 years down the road.  



The Superintendent’s Leadership award this 

year went to Steven Davis of BFA. His work 

in the tech department is always done 

professionally, with patience and a good 

attitude. He was highly recommended for 

this award.   

At the end of the convocation, prior to lunch, 

we had everyone join in a maple leaf outline 

for another group picture. It is below, and as 

you can see, it came out very well.  

 

 

 


