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CHIRENO ISD RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN 

INTRODUCTION 

We have created this plan to aid in navigating the re-opening of our school. This plan will have 

regular updates, so please check back to insure that you have the most current information. 

The priority is to reduce the impact of COVID conditions upon returning to the district for 

in-person learning. The guidelines referenced in this plan are based on recommendations from 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO) 

and guidance from the Texas Education Agency (TEA). Regular updates will be made to this plan 

based on information provided by the CDC, WHO, and applicable federal, state and local 

agencies.  As COVID related guidance often changes based on new information, this Return to 

School Plan  is considered a “living” document, meaning updates are expected and the plan will 

be revised as needed.  

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

In order to ensure the continued well being of our employees and students the following 

guiding principles have been put in place: 

1. EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT SAFETY MEASURES 

2. HEALTH GUIDELINES 

3. SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 
 

 

SECTION 1: SAFETY OF STUDENTS, STAFF, AND VISITORS 

EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT SAFETY 

 

VISITOR RESTRICTIONS 

CISD will restrict visits in school to only those essential to school operations. Examples of 

visitors for essential school operations include: Diagnosticians, speech therapists, Occupational 

therapists, or parents attending an ARD meeting. Parents wishing to drop-off items to their 

children should park in the designated location in the school parking lot, place the items in the 

drop off bin in front of the high school, and call the school office for further instructions. 

Non-essential visitors to campus should not proceed out of their vehicles without contacting 

the school office for further instructions. Guests for classroom visits, escorting students to class, 

or lunchroom visits are suspended until further notice. Parents that need to pick up their 
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students for an appointment or other reason should park in the designated parking space and 

call the school office for further instructions. All visitors entering campus will be required to 

complete a health screening prior to entry and must wear a face covering at all times.  

Elementary office:  936-362-2132 ext 102 

Junior High/High School:  936-362-2132 ext 101 

 

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

CISD will discontinue staff travel to conferences and workshops until further notice. Class field 

trips for educational purposes are discontinued at this time.  

 

EMPLOYEE, STUDENTS, & VISITOR SCREENING AND PROTOCOLS 

To help prevent the spread of COVID and reduce the potential risk of exposure to our 

employees and students, we will be requiring employees, students, and visitors to complete a 

self-screening which includes a temperature reading and answering a set of questions related 

to COVID symptoms including: 

  

● Temperature 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth 

● Sore throat 

● New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with 

chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough baseline) 

● Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain 

● New onset of severe headache, especially with fever 

● Known close contact with a person who is lab confirmed to have COVID 

 

Employees will maintain their own personal records for self-screening checks and return those 

to the nurse upon request. All screening information will be kept confidential by Human 

Resource and the district nurse.  Parents will complete the self-screening for their children each 

day prior to sending them to school.  Any student or employee who can answer “yes” to any of 

the screening questions should remain at home and contact the school nurse.  Visitors that 

answer “yes” to any of the screening questions will not be granted access to any district facility 

and will be asked to leave the campus immediately.  The self-screening checklist is available at 

the link below: 

 

Chireno ISD Self-Screening Checklist 
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CLOSE CONTACT DEFINED 

This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have COVID. 

Close contact is determined by an appropriate health agency.  

The definition of close contact is evolving with our understanding of COVID.  In general, close 

contact is defined as: a. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); 

or b. being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional factors 

like case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential close contact 

have been consistently and properly masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, and case 

symptomology may affect this determination. Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it 

occurred during the infectious period of the case, defined as two days prior to symptom onset 

to 10 days after symptom onset. In the case of asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed 

with COVID, the infectious period is defined as two days prior to the confirming lab test and 

continuing for 10 days following the confirming lab test. 

 

 

For this reason, all faculty/staff and students in 4th grade and up are required to wear face 

coverings on campus at all times.  Students will be allowed to remove their face coverings while 

actively exercising as long as they maintain at least six feet of distance from other students, 

teachers or staff who are not wearing face coverings. 

 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 

Social distancing is an effective way to prevent potential infection. CISD employees, students, 

parents, and visitors should practice staying approximately 6 feet away from others and 

eliminating contact with others. 

● Traffic Flow – Taped arrows and markings on the floor will designate the walking 

direction throughout the hallways, cafeteria, and gym in order to maintain the 

social distancing requirement of 6 feet 

● Ad-hoc Interactions/Gatherings – Non-essential/informal meetups and visiting  

should be avoided  

 

Hand Washing/Hand Sanitizing 

On the first day that students report to class, training will be provided on proper handwashing 

techniques.  Proper signage is posted in each bathroom as a reminder for proper handwashing 

procedures.  Opportunities for washing hands will be incorporated into the students’ daily 

schedules in elementary and middle school.  Secondary students will be encouraged to wash 

their hands at the beginning of the day, before/after lunch, before/after athletic activities, and 

after restroom breaks.  Faculty & staff will be required to wash their hands frequently 
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throughout the day based on their daily tasks or teaching assignments.  Stations with hand 

sanitizer will be available at multiple locations across campus for easy access.  

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 

In order to minimize exposure to COVID, PPE may be needed to prevent certain exposures. TEA 

has allocated the following PPE to Chireno ISD:  

Total Disposable Masks: 3,464 (1,039 student size) 

Reusable Masks: 866 (240 student size) 

Gloves: 1,666 

Face Shields: 49 (adult size) 

 

Face coverings: Face coverings are an important part of employee and student protection, as 

well as personal hygiene, social distancing, and frequent cleaning efforts. All employees and 

students in 4th-12th grade will be required to wear a face covering at all times while on 

campus. Students in Prek-2 will be provided with a face covering  at certain times when close 

contact would be a concern. Students of all ages will be required to wear a face covering when 

they are riding a school bus. 

  

Gloves: Touching your face with contaminated hands, whether gloved or not, poses a 

significant risk of infection. Wearing gloves does not diminish the need to wash your hands. 

Please remember to wash your hands properly as it is the number-one defense against any 

virus. Additionally, the proper removal of gloves reduces the risk of being exposed to 

contamination. Gloves will only be required for the school nurse or other employees that are 

cleaning or handing a potential exposure to the virus.  

  

Please note that social distancing should still be practiced even with the use of gloves and face 

coverings. 

  

In addition to using PPE, please remember to:  

●  Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  

● Use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available 

●  Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth  

●  Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the 

inside of your elbow 

 

HEALTH PROTOCOL 
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CRITERIA FOR BEING SENT HOME 

1. Close contact with lab confirmed positive person must be sent home for 14 

days—students, staff, visitors may not be on campus.  The definition of close contact is 

evolving with our understanding of COVID. 

2.  Lab confirmed positive case student, staff, visitor—must be sent home for at least 10 

days since the start of the symptoms and must be fever free for 24 hours without fever 

reducing medicine.  If symptoms persist, the individual must stay home.  Symptoms 

include—uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing, sore throat, onset of 

headache with fever, diarrhea, vomiting or abdominal pain. (See “Return to School 

Criteria” Form) 

3. Shows symptoms but has negative lab confirmed test—must be home until fever free 

for 24  hours without fever reducing medicine. 

4. Symptoms only, not tested—If not tested, we are to “assume” the  individual is 

positive; therefore, must be home at least 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 

has been fever free without fever reducing medicine for at least 24 hours, symptoms are 

remarkably improved. 

5. Members of the same household-For a student or employee that is exhibiting 

symptoms, all members of the same household will be sent home and should remain off 

campus for 14 days or obtain a note from a medical professional that clears the 

individual for return based on an alternative diagnosis or obtain an acute infection test 

at an approved testing location with a negative result for COVID.  

 

RETURN TO SCHOOL FOR INDIVIDUALS 

1. Close Contact—after 14 days if no symptoms are present. The definition of close contact 

is evolving with our understanding of COVID.  

2. Positive Test—after at least 10 days since symptoms first appeared, has been fever free 

without fever reducing medicine for at least 24 hours, and symptoms are remarkably 

improved.  Fever is defined by Chireno ISD as anything 100 degrees and above. 

3. Negative Test—24 hours fever free without fever reducing medicine. 

4. Symptomatic but Not Tested-- after at least 10 days since symptoms first appeared, has 

been fever free without fever reducing medicine for at least 24 hours, and symptoms 

are remarkably improved.  Fever is defined by Chireno ISD as anything 100 degrees and 

above. 

5. Not Tested, Seen by a Doctor—Release from the doctor with alternative diagnosis, 

fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medicine. 

 

REQUIRED CLOSINGS  
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Chireno ISD may be required to close the whole campus or parts of the campus depending on 

the location and exposure of a confirmed case. 

1. Positive Case in School— 

a. If an individual has not been on campus for at least 7 days prior to lab confirmed 

positive: No Closure is required.  

b. If an individual has been on campus within the last 7 days prior to the lab confirmed 

positive: Will close the “heavily used” area by the individual who tested positive 

until non-porous surfaces can be disinfected for no greater than 5 days.  Non-porous 

surfaces include desks, chairs, floors, doors, ceramic, plastic, metal, glass, sealed 

tiles, porcelain, varnished wood, whiteboards, and windows. 

c. CDC Recommendation is to dismiss school for 2-5 days. Closure will be determined 

by the level of exposure and cleaning required.  

2. Suspected Case in School—Proper cleaning protocols will be followed to mitigate 

concerns. There are no recommendations for closure at this time.  

 

 

NOTIFICATION PROCESS 

 

1.  Notifications of Positive Cases— 

a. Chireno ISD must notify the local health department. 

b. Chireno ISD Employees and Students will be notified following required TEA 

guidance. 

c. Student and employee confidentiality will be maintained. 

d. Notification will be provided from the district. 

 

 

Follow this link to the complete SY 20-21 Public Health Planning Guidance provided by the 

Texas Education Agency: 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/COVID-SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf 

 

 

COVID LEAVE PRACTICES FOR EMPLOYEES 

 

For information regarding leave practices for CISD employees including teleworking, benefits 

with the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), and return to work procedures, 

contact Jeanne Holloway, CISD Business Manager at jeanne.holloway@chirenoisd.org or 

936-362-2132 ext 112.  
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GUIDANCE IF EXPOSED 

While we all hope to avoid exposure to illness from COVID19, we need to be prepared for that 

possibility.  If you or someone you’ve been in contact with has been exposed to the virus, our 

first concern is for your health and safety and those around you.  In this rapidly changing 

situation, healthcare providers should have the most up-to-date information from the CDC. 

 

Please do the following: 

1. Quarantine yourself in a specific room away from others in your home 

2. Contact the following (in order of priority), let them know you have been exposed to 

COVID19, then follow their instructions. 

a. Your healthcare provider 

b. Your supervisor 

c. The school nurse, Chastity Butler at 936-362-2132 ext. 108 

3. Your supervisor will work with the business manager & superintendent to determine 

appropriate next steps.  

4. In case of an emergency, call 911 and let them know you have been exposed to 

COVID19, then follow their instructions. 

 

SCHOOL NURSE 

The nurse’s office will be designated as the location to report in the event someone on campus 

is experiencing potential COVID related symptoms.  For other issues, the school nurse will 

report to the area of the person needing attention.  For example, if a student is experiencing a 

nose bleed, the school employee will attend to the immediate needs of the student following 

procedures outlined in the Bloodborne Pathogen Training, contact the office, and the nurse will 

report to the location of the person in need.  In the event of an emergency, the Standard 

Response Protocol Procedures should be followed. 

 

PERSONAL WORKSPACE/CLASSROOM 

CISD staff will use the signage provided to indicate the room for sanitizing and disinfecting.  All 

teachers and students are asked not to visit another classroom outside of their team or grade 

level.  Employees are encouraged to disinfect their own personal workspace (teacher desk, 

technology, etc) throughout the day, giving special attention to commonly touched surfaces. 

Maintenance staff will thoroughly clean classrooms frequently throughout the day following a 

designated schedule.  
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SHARED WORKSPACES 

Employees are encouraged to disinfect their own workspace multiple times throughout the day, 

giving special attention to commonly touched surfaces. CISD has alcohol-based hand sanitizers 

throughout the workplace and in common areas. Cleaning sprays and wipes are also available 

to clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces such as telephones and 

keyboards. The CISD Custodial Team will clean all workspaces at their designated cleaning time. 

Please note that proper equipment such as acceptable disinfectant and PPE should be used 

when cleaning individual workspaces. 

  

There will be limited access to certain workspaces to reduce exposure to risks and ensure 

employee safety. Workspace usage is as follows: 

 

Capacity– CISD will be monitoring the number of employees in the offices while the risk 

of infection exists and begins to diminish.  

 

Conference Rooms– The CISD Board room will be used for necessary meetings such as 

ARDS or parent conferences. Signage indicating closure/capacity limits will be placed on 

conference room doors. Use Zoom as a virtual option for meeting when social distancing 

is not possible for face-to-face settings.  

 

Teacher Workrooms/Multipurpose Room–These spaces could be closed for use as 

deemed necessary. This includes the use of shared appliances such as coffee machines, 

refrigerators, and microwaves.  

 

Copy Machines – There will be limited access to the copy room. Please respect social 

distancing while accessing the copier and wait your turn by respecting the personal 

space of others. Please clean the machines after each use.  

  

FACILITIES CLEANING   

The safety of our employees and students are our first priority. Upon reopening, our schools 

have been completely cleaned and disinfected and we will continue to adhere to all necessary 

safety precautions. The maintenance crew has been provided training on proper cleaning 

techniques and practices. Daily cleaning schedules will be developed  to ensure that steps are 

to be taken to disinfect workplace surfaces, chairs, tables, etc. to protect employees and reduce 

the risk of spread of infection. We will require employees to maintain this safety standard by 

continuously cleaning and disinfecting based on the frequency deemed necessary each day.  
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The goal is to establish a sanitary baseline before the site opens.  The site should be 100% 

disinfected prior to anyone returning to work. 

 

GENERAL DISINFECTION MEASURES PROTOCOL 

General measures will be followed regularly by all school employees. Teachers will have access 

to disinfectant materials to wipe down their own classrooms intermittently throughout the day 

as appropriate. 

 

 

Janitorial Procedures 

District custodial personnel will thoroughly clean and disinfect assigned buildings daily. 

Classrooms will be cleaned according to teachers’ conference periods or times when students 

are not present.  All restroom areas will be cleaned and disinfected regularly throughout the 

school day. 

DEEP CLEANING AND DISINFECTION PROTOCOL 

Deep cleaning is triggered when an active employee or student is identified as positive for 

COVID 19 based on testing.  Deep cleaning should be performed as soon as the confirmation of 

a positive test, as practical.  While the scope of deep cleaning is presumed to be the full site, 

sites may reduce the footprint to be deep cleaned if there is sufficient rationale to do so, and 

they gain consensus of the superintendent and the COVID Crisis Team.  Notwithstanding the 

above, if an active employee is confirmed to have a COVID positive test, in lieu of performing 

deep clearing, sites may shut down the site for a period of 72 hours to allow for natural 

deactivation of the virus, followed by site personnel performing a comprehensive disinfection 

of all common surfaces. 

 

SIGNAGE 

Signage will be placed throughout the offices and school to indicate the maximum capacity for 

an area, reminders for wearing proper PPE, proper handwashing techniques, and designated 

space for social distancing.  
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FOOD DELIVERY 

Bringing or sharing refreshments during meetings is prohibited in order to limit the risk of 

contamination.  We ask that there be no food delivered to the school and that food be kept in 

the designated eating areas. The cafeteria and the stands of the gym will be used for students 

to eat lunch each day.  Teachers will eat their lunches in their individual classrooms.  

 

BUS DRIVERS/BUS PROTOCOLS 

Cleaning Protocols 

Bus drivers or custodial staff must thoroughly disinfect the buses: 

● After regular morning routes 

● After regular afternoon routes 

● After bus trips for extracurricular activities 

● After bus trips for educational opportunities 

● After returning bus to campus following maintenance service 

 

General Practices for Bus Drivers and Students 

 

● Bus drivers must not report to work if they suspect they are sick or if they have 

symptoms such as fever or difficulty breathing, or have been in contact with other 

people who have any confirmed respiratory illness or disease the last 7 days. 

● Bus drivers are required to wear a face covering while driving the bus. 

● Bus drivers must self-screen their temperature before entering the bus for any route or 

trip. 

● Students must use hand sanitizer when boarding the bus. 

● Students must wear a face covering at all times. All passengers must wear a face 

covering regardless of age.  

● Students must wear a seat belt at all times if the bus is equipped. 

● Windows will  be rolled down to allow for adequate air flow. 

 

 

COVID 19 CASE FORM 

If an employee or student becomes ill on campus/district, he/she will immediately report to the 

district nurse’s isolation room and the case form will be completed.  
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Once the employee or student arrives at the isolation room, immediately provide them with a 

face covering and gloves.  Explain that this is to help protect other employees and students and 

prevent the spread of the potential virus.  

● The nurse must complete the handout: Suspected COVID19 Case Form and call the local 

health authority and seek advice regarding transportation and location.  

● The nurse and others attending the suspected infected person, should also wear a 

protective face covering and gloves while working with the suspected infected person.  

● The nurse will direct the ill employee to leave work or call the parent of the student to 

be picked up and go home.  

● The nurse and campus/district supervisor must identify persons who may have come in 

contact with the suspected infected person.  Unless required by the local health 

authority, the name of the employee should not be provided.  

● Advise employees that they may have been in contact with a suspected employee and 

to carry out self-screening every morning, and based on the results, contact the HR 

department.  

● The isolation area and suspected employee’s or student’s work area/classroom must be 

thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, in addition to all other common surfaces recently 

touched by the employee or student.   

 

RESTROOM USAGE DURING THE WORK DAY 

Maximum capacity will be established and posted for each facility to allow for social distancing. 

Supplies will be provided for employees to clean up after themselves in staff only restrooms.  

 

LOCKER ROOMS 

While in locker rooms, students are to stay 3 to 6 feet from others as a normal practice. 

Eliminate contact with others, such as handshakes.  Avoid touching surfaces touched by others 

to the extent feasible.  Avoid anyone who is coughing, sneezing or appears to be sick. It is the 

responsibility of students and coaches to help keep locker rooms as clean as possible.  Practice 

uniforms cannot be left on floors after practices.  Furthermore, all student belongings must be 

kept safely in assigned lockers at all times. 

 

VISITORS ON CAMPUS 

The safety of our staff and students remains the district’s primary concern. Visitors will be 

limited to those essential to school operations. All other visitors have been suspended until 
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further notice. To help prevent the spread of the virus and reduce the risk of exposure to our 

staff and students, we are conducting a simple screening questionnaire for all essential visitors 

that come to campus. Participation is important to help us take precautionary measures to 

protect you and everyone in the building.  

 

CAFETERIA AND MEAL PERIODS 

Students may bring their own meals or be served individually plated meals in the cafeteria. 

Students will be spaced following social distancing guidelines as much as possible. Microwaves 

will be removed from the cafeteria to eliminate any possible spread of germs due to 

student-use. Social distancing floor decals have been placed on the floor of the cafeteria to 

designate adequate social distancing while students wait in line for their lunches.  The cafeteria 

director will enter the student ID numbers so that the key pad is not used by students.  

 
CISD will use disposable food service items or provide sack lunches when necessary.  
Lunch groups will be divided according to grade levels and proceed through the line by 
homeroom class.  Students will pick up their lunch tray or lunch sack and either sit in the 
cafeteria in the spaces designated by a star on the cafeteria table or will be escorted to the gym 
to sit in the stands in the designated spaces on the bleachers. The cafeteria tables allow for a 
capacity of 90 students following social distancing requirements. The lunch groups will be 
designated as follows to allow for proper spacing at the tables. 
 
Lunch Period 1: PreK-2-All students can sit following the spacing guidelines adequately 
Lunch Period 2: 3rd & 4th Grade will eat in the cafeteria/5th & 6th grade will get their lunch 
trays and report to the stands of the gym to sit in the bleachers following the spacing guidelines 
Lunch Period 3: 7th-9th grade will be one group and 10th-12th will be one group.  The groups 
will alternate eating in the cafeteria and the stands of the gym following the spacing guidelines. 

Secondary Lunch Procedures:  
One group will be dismissed first to report to the cafeteria and get their lunches. 
They will either sit at the tables in the cafeteria or report to the gym depending 
on the day.  
After they are seated, the second group will report to the cafeteria and sit at the 
tables.  The groups will be called by grade level to go through the line and then 
go back to their designated space.  
 
 

MODIFIED ARRANGEMENTS 

Space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when feasible. 
 
Turn desks to face the same direction, or have students sit on only one side of tables, spaced 
apart. 
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Create distance between children on school buses as much as possible. The windows on the bus 
should be down to provide better air circulation during routes. Children will be grouped to sit 
by household or with their family groups.  Students will load the bus from the back to the front 
when feasible.  
 
Provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs on walls, to ensure that 
staff and children remain at least 6 feet apart in lines and at other times. 
 
Common areas will be closed and use of playgrounds with shared equipment will be staggered 
for proper cleaning and disinfection between use. 
 
 
Entry/Exit Procedures 
 
Arrival on campus: Students that use the buses for transportation will exit the bus upon arriving 
on campus and report to either the cafeteria for breakfast or their 1st period/homeroom 
classroom. Students in the cafeteria will get their breakfast and sit following social distance 
guidelines in their grade level groups.  For breakfast purposes, the grade levels will be seated as 
follows: PreK-3, 4th-6th, and 7th-12th at tables in the cafeteria. Students will be directed to 
wash their hands prior to reporting to class.  
Students that are dropped off by guardians each morning will follow the same protocol as listed 
above to receive breakfast or report straight to their classrooms. 
 
Entrances into buildings will be marked for entry and exit with the appropriate arrows on the 
floor to direct the flow of traffic in each building.  
For the gymnasium, students will enter in the back of the gym on the girls’ locker room side and 
exit using the boy’s locker room side.  
 
For lunch time, all students in elementary school will have handwashing as part of their 
schedule prior to reporting to the cafeteria for lunch.  For secondary, the hand washing stations 
that are located outside the cafeteria will be used as well as the cafeteria, CATE building, and 
HS restrooms.  Students in elementary will enter the door as noted and sit in their designated 
table assignments.  Students will be called by grade level to proceed through the cafeteria line 
to pick up their sack lunch or disposable tray.  Students will be dismissed from the cafeteria by 
grade level and exit through the door as noted for exiting. This will allow for proper flow of 
traffic and promote social distancing. (See more information related to lunch procedures in the 
section above titled Cafeteria and Meal Periods.) 
 
For dismissal at the end of the school day, students in grades Prek-4 will pack up and sit along 
the wall of the elementary building outside their classrooms following proper social distance 
guidelines.  Faculty members will call students to report to the car rider area at elementary as 
their guardian approaches the loading area.  This will eliminate students being seated together 
in close proximity for an extended period of time.  
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Middle school students and flag-pole car riders will stand spaced out along the wall in the 
breezeway of the gym and media center until called to the loading area by a monitor.  
 
Middle school and high school students are dismissed with the bell.  They will report to the bus 
or to their vehicle following the arrows for the flow of traffic placed along the floors of each 
building.  

TRANSPORTATION  

Parents are encouraged to provide transportation for their students to reduce possible virus 

exposure during bus routes. Bus routes will continue to run and the school will provide 

transportation as usual for those that do not have alternative means of transportation to and 

from school each day.  All students will be required to wear a face covering during bus routes 

and use hand sanitizer upon boarding the bus.  Windows will remain open on bus routes as 

weather conditions permit to allow for outside air to circulate in the bus.  Students must wear 

seat belts at all times on buses that are equipped.  Buses will be cleaned thoroughly before and 

after all daily routes.  They will also be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before and after 

extracurricular trips.  Students of all ages are required to wear a face covering at all times 

during the bus routes.  

 

Sanitation logs will be turned in to the Transportation Director after completing daily routes. 

All surfaces must be cleaned with a disinfectant solution.  Bus drivers are required to wear a 

face covering at all times.  The driver’s temperature must be checked and documented before 

the start of each route.   

STAFF TRAINING 

All faculty and staff members will be trained on the procedures outlined in this document 

during Faculty/Staff Inservice prior to the first day of school.  Faculty and staff will complete a 

free online training provided by Texas Agri-Life Extension titled: Special Considerations for 

Infection Control During COVID.  

 

It is very important that all employees understand the safety requirements, protocols and 

expectations to ensure everyone and their communities stay safe and prevent the spread of the 

virus.  

 

We will structure the training plan to effectively disseminate information to all teams and 

audiences. 

 

Content Covered: 

1. All training topics can be reinforced with signage in the buildings. 
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2. School/District checklists 

3. Response Teams 

4. Disinfection Measures 

5. Transportation 

6. Isolation protocols 

7. On site health screening 

8. Daily self-screenings 

9. Visitors 

10. Cleaning Crew Protocols 

 

HANDOUT: Powerpoint for First Day Orientation  

 

 

COMMUNICATION METHODS 

To stay updated on the most up-to-date information: 

1.  Teachers, students, and parents need to check their email often. 

2.  Visit our district website  

3.  Follow our social media platforms 

4.  Check messages on SeeSaw PK-2; Google Classroom Grades 3-12 

 

SECTION II.  ACADEMICS AND HOME-BASED LEARNING 

Attendance Requirements 

Per Texas Education Code, students must attend 90% of the days a course is offered in order to 

be awarded credit for the course and/or to be promoted to the next grade. This requirement 

remains in force during the 2020-2021 school year. Given the public health situation, student 

attendance may be earned through the delivery of virtual instruction. Chireno ISD is offering 

two options for students to earn course credits for the 2020-2021 school year.  

 

Option 1: ON-CAMPUS INSTRUCTION 

Students will be provided with traditional learning opportunities in a face-to-face learning 

environment on the Chireno ISD campus.  Teachers and staff will provide instruction for each 

content and grade level while following social distancing guidelines as recommended by TEA. 

Students will be trained on social distancing techniques, proper hand washing and hygiene 
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practices.  Students will follow the daily instructional calendar and participate in all activities as 

outlined by the district. Students in 4th-12th grades will be required to wear a proper face 

covering while on campus at all times.  

 

Option 2: DISTANCE LEARNING  

Remote Asynchronous Instruction 

 

Instruction that does not require having the instructor and student engaged at the same time. 

In this method, students learn from instruction that is not necessarily being delivered in-person 

or in real time. This type of instruction may include various forms of digital and online learning, 

such as prerecorded video lessons or game-based learning tasks that students complete on 

their own, with pre-assigned work and formative assessments made available to students on 

paper.  The instructional method will address the required curriculum.  

 

Students in asynchronous instruction are provided clear means to engage with academic 

material that is equivalent to direct content work that a student would be engaged in over a 

normal school year. As guidance, this direct work with academic content matches or exceeds 

the following average daily minimum across all subjects: 

● PreK-5th Grade-180 instructional minutes daily 

● 6th-12th Grade-240 instructional minutes daily 

 

Attendance for remote asynchronous instruction is measured and recorded daily following TEA 

requirements.  The approved methods for earning daily attendance include:  

● Daily progress in the Learning Management System (LMS), as defined in the approved 

learning plan; or 

● Daily progress via teacher-students interactions, as defined in the approved learning 

plan; or 

● Completion/Turn-in of assignments from student to teacher (potentially via email, 

on-line, or mail.)  

 

Students will be required to commit to participating in the Remote Asynchronous Instruction 

plan for a six-week grading period.  Remote Asynchronous Instruction is commonly referred to 

as “at-home learning”. 

 

SeeSaw for grades Pk-2 and Google Classroom for grades 3-12 will be utilized to provide 

pre-recorded lessons from the classroom teachers.  The students will be able to log-in to their 
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individual learning platform to view the videos and complete the required work that 

accompanies the lesson.  Students will return the completed work by submitting it to the 

teacher through the same online platform. 

 

The Asynchronous learning plan can be accessed clicking on the following link: 

Chireno ISD Asynchronous Learning Plan 

 

GRADING POLICY 

Grading and Attendance 

To receive credit and attendance for the courses for this school year, students are expected to 

complete the assignments completely as provided in class and through distance learning. 

Students in both distance learning and on-campus instruction are expected to follow the same 

grading policy and procedure as outlined by the Chireno ISD Handbook and Code of Conduct.  

 

 

RECEIVING AND RETURNING STUDENT WORK IF DISTRICT CLOSES 

In the event that the district has to close in 2020-2021, we will follow the guidelines below for 

receiving and returning student work. 

 

In an effort to cut down on paper packets, the district is utilizing Google Classroom for grades 

3-12 and SeeSaw for PK-2.  Google Classroom and SeeSaw will be another communication 

method for parents to be able to contact the classroom teachers. In the event of a necessary 

closure for one grade level, one campus, or possibly the whole district, CISD will roll into virtual 

learning as outlined by the Asynchronous Learning Plan.  

 

If the family is able to access the internet effectively, all activities can be done online, which will 

eliminate any public health risk associated with providing instructional support.  This document 

outlines some procedures by CISD staff for mitigating the risk that COVID19 is spread while still 

ensuring instructional support for our students. 

 

CISD will make every effort to support students with access to devices for use in at-home 

instruction.  However, internet access can be an issue for some students due to the location of 

their home.  In order to support our students instructionally while they are at home, we are 

offering a paper solution for families that do not have access to the Internet.  This system will 
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involve distributing paperwork packets to families for the students to complete while at home, 

along with frequent phone calls- either to the students directly or to their parents. 

 

PACKET PREPARATION 

(Preliminary evidence suggests that the virus can only live on surfaces like cardboard for 24 

hours and approximately 2-3 days on plastic.  This means that with some very basic sanitation 

protocols, any risk of homework packets themselves transmitting the virus can be minimized.) 

 

1. No school personnel who have symptoms consistent with COVID should prepare 

packets.  Each day that a staff member will be involved in packet preparation, they 

should, at a minimum, check their symptoms before putting packets together.  Staff 

members who are symptomatic should self-quarantine as recommended by the CDC. 

2. No school personnel should be involved in packet preparation if they know they have 

had close, direct contact with an individual who has COVID or is otherwise symptomatic. 

For example, if someone in a school staff member’s home is showing signs of the virus, 

even if they are not yet symptomatic, that school staff member should not be involved 

in putting packets together. 

3. Any location in our school used for packet preparation should be thoroughly cleaned, 

following appropriate cleaning protocols, before packet preparation begins. 

4. If you are putting packets in envelopes, choose envelopes that do not require 

moistening to seal. 

5. Wait 24 hours before distributing packets to families if only paper-based materials are 

involved.  Wait 72 hours if plastic materials are used. 

 

PACKET DISTRIBUTION & RETURN 

 

For students that need paper packets or need to submit paper assignments to their teachers:  

1. In the event that the parent needs to drop off the packet, CISD will establish a 

drop-off/pick-up location.  Our drop off location is in the front of the CISD High School 

on the patio. A clearly marked bin will be used for parents to drop off assignments. 

Notification in advance will be communicated to parents to maintain distance from 

other parents while dropping off packets.  Parents should remain 6 feet apart from 

anyone else while at the drop off.  In addition, communication with parents will 

explicitly tell parents, “Do not come if you are symptomatic. Either send someone else 

or wait until you are no longer symptomatic.”  Wait 24 hours after a drop off cycle 

before beginning to open the packets. 

2. Parents who received digital or electronic assignments can easily share completed work 

through digital platforms (email, Google Classroom, etc) or via photo sharing.  
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III.  EXTRACURRICULAR AND DISTRICT-WIDE PLANNING 

Chireno ISD will provide opportunities for students to participate and compete in various 

extracurricular events.  Furthermore, the district is committed to keeping our students' health 

and safety as the top priority in determining if competitions and extracurricular events are safe 

for participation.  The district's administration, in collaboration with the appropriate sponsor or 

coach, will ultimately decide upon participation in scheduled events. 

 

FFA Events: 

Ag Mechanics and Welding students will prepare projects to show and sell at local county 

coordinated events like the Pineywoods Fair in Nacogdoches.  Students also will show animals 

at local and state events that often require the use of the district's cattle trailer to transport 

Under the direction of the Agriculture/Mechanics teacher, students will be permitted to 

participate in such shows and will be expected to practice social distancing while taking 

necessary precautions like wearing a face covering and regularly washing/sanitizing hands when 

feasible.  Any school vehicle needed to transport students and projects to shows will be 

thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before departing and upon return to campus.  The teacher 

must provide the Transportation Director two weeks notice prior to the event.  All FFA events 

are subject to cancellation as deemed necessary. 

 

 

UIL Academic Events: 

Chireno students will be offered opportunities to participate in a variety of UIL academic events 

and competitions.  All students and sponsors will be expected to practice social distancing while 

taking necessary precautions like wearing a face covering and regularly washing/sanitizing 

hands when feasible.  Any school vehicle needed to transport students will be thoroughly 

cleaned and disinfected before departing and upon return to campus.  The sponsor or coach 

must provide the Transportation Director two weeks notice prior to the event.  All UIL academic 

events are subject to cancellation as deemed necessary. 

 

Athletics/Cheerleading: 

Nearly all athletic activities offered by Chireno ISD are sanctioned and governed by the UIL. 

Therefore, all rules for respective programs will be followed by coaches and students in 

accordance with the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules.  Students participating in athletics will 

be subject to various rules as determined by program coaches.  However, in the interest of 

promoting safe and healthy practices within the overall athletic program, coaches and students 

will adhere to the following rules: 
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● Coaches and students must keep locker rooms as clean as possible in conjunction with 

maintenance staff. 

● Practice gear should be washed after an athletic period workout when there is no 

after-school practice scheduled. 

● Practice gear should be washed after every after-school practice. 

● Practice uniforms will not be left on locker room floors after practices. 

● All student belongings must be kept safely in lockers (as assigned) at all times during 

practices, home games, or road trips. 

● Students are encouraged to use personal water bottles for hydration. 

● Students are encouraged to use hand sanitizer in the gym or weight room regularly.  

● Students should not share towels. 

● All athletic equipment must be cleaned and disinfected by coaches after every practice. 

● Coaches must submit transportation requests at least two weeks to the Transportation 

Director so that the bus to be used can be thoroughly cleaned before departure. 

● Athletes and coaches will use hand sanitizer when entering and exiting the bus. 

● If possible, athletes and coaches must social distance on the bus. 

● Athletes must wear a face covering on bus trips. 

● Coaches and athletes are responsible for removing trash and sweeping the bus upon 

return to campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spectators at Athletic Events 

 

The athletic season for the 2020-2021 school year begins with Junior High basketball.  CISD is in 

full agreement with all school officials of Chireno's junior high basketball opponents that a 

limited number of spectators per player and cheerleader will be admitted to each game.  This 

pertains to home and visiting teams.  Each spectator will wear a face covering which also 

includes video personnel as well as those working at the scorer’s table.  
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