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MEDFIELD SCHOOL COMMITTEE  

Zoom Remote Meeting 
June 22, 2020 

PRESENT:   Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke - Chairperson  
Jessica Reilly - Vice-Chairperson 
Timothy Knight - Recording Secretary 
Meghan Glenn - Financial Secretary 
Leo Brehm - Legislative Secretary  

ALSO PRESENT:  Jeffrey Marsden - Superintendent of Schools  
Michael LaFrancesca - Director of Finance and Operations 
Andrea Moores - Secretary  
 

Ms. Anna Mae O'Shea Brooke opened the meeting at 5:30 pm after Executive Session that was held to 
discuss the following: 

1. To discuss issues related to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body. (School Secretaries, 
Custodians and Cafeteria Workers)  

2. To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel 
(Superintendent, Director of Finance & Operations, Director of Instruction & Innovation, Director 
of Student Services, Accounting Specialist, Out of District Coordinator, Data Manager, Secretary of 
Finance & Operations, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent, Director of Technology, 
Network Administrator, Human Resources Assistant, Payroll & Human Resource Manager, 
Director of Facilities, HS Principal, MS Principal, Dale Street Principal, Wheelock Principal, 
Memorial Principal, MS Assistant Principal, HS Assistant Principal, Director of Food Service, 
Athletic Director, Director Social Emotional Learning)  

 
PUBLIC INPUT  
Ms. Anna Mae O'Shea Brooke opened the meeting for public input and asked the public to hold comments related to 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion until after the presentation by Ms. Christine Power. There was no public comment 
at this time.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Ms. Meghan Glenn made a motion, seconded by Mr. Leo Brehm to approve the 6/3/2020 Budget Workshop 
Minutes, and the Policy Subcommittee Minutes from 5/21/2020 and 4/4/2020, as well as the Executive Session 
Minutes from 6/4/2020, 6/10/2020, 10/22/2018 as amended, and 4/2/2018 and to retain the Executive Session 
minutes from 6/4/2020 and 6/10/2020. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken to approve the 6/3/2020 Budget Workshop Minutes, and the Policy Subcommittee 
Minutes from 5/21/2020 and 4/4/2020, as well as the Executive Session Minutes from 6/4/2020, 6/10/2020, 
10/22/2018 as amended, and 4/2/2018 and to retain the Executive Session minutes from 6/4/2020 and 6/10/2020. 

➢ Jessica Reilly-yes 
➢ Leo Brehm-yes  
➢ Timothy Knight-yes 
➢ Meghan Glenn- yes  
➢ Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke-yes 

The vote was unanimous.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
2019-2020 Retirement Recognition - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
Dr. Mardsen recognized the following retirees and thanked them for their support and commitment to the students of 
Medfield. The retirees were promoted as panelists on the Zoom call and shared reflections with the committee.  
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● Mike Mason, 5th Grade Teacher, Coach, 31 years of service 
● Susan McAvoy, Kindergarten Teacher, 20 years of service 
● Jonathon Haycock, Librarian, 22 years of service 
● Nancy Schmier, Nurse, 17 years of  service 
● Julie Lowerre, Teacher, 16 years of service 

 
End of the Year Updates - The following organizations were in attendance to share their contributions to the 
district over the past school year: 

● Medfield Coalition for Public Education - Amanda Spears 
● Parent-Teacher Organizations - Claudia Rosen 
● Medfield High School PTO - Kim Price 
● Medfield Music Association - Lynne Clifford and Erica Beisler 
● Friends Medfield High School Theatre Society - Kim Price 

 
Ms. O’Shea Brooke thanked the organizations for their support and contributions to the schools. She acknowledged 
how fortunate the district is to have organizations that enrich the educational experience of students beyond the 
school budget. 
 
Update from the Medfield Environmental Alliance - presented by Jackie Alford  
Ms. Alford explained that the alliance would like to work with the individual schools to support and provide 
education on environmental initiatives such as recycling and the Massachusetts Green Team Initiative. Ms. Alford 
explained that the alliance would like to bring environmental issues to the forefront.  
 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Preparing Our Children to Thrive in an Increasingly Globalized World 
Professional Development - presentation by Christine Power, Ms. Kerry Cowell and Mr. Zach Barrows 
Ms. Christine Power, Ms. Kerry Cowell, and Mr. Zachary Barrows were in attendance to present to the School 
Committee. They presented about Medfield College and the spring course offered to teachers. Ms. Power explained 
that Medfield College is a new approach to professional development. It provides university quality courses created 
by Medfield educators for Medfield educators. The many benefits of Medfield College were shared with the 
committee. Preparing our Children to Thrive in an Increasingly Globalized World: Impactful curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment in the Pre-K-12 Classroom was the first Medfield College course offered to teachers. 
Ms. Cowell and Mr. Barrows, the course instructors, shared their reflections about the course. Quotes from the 
course participants were also shared with the committee. 
 
Mr. Timothy Knight asked what the next steps would be. Dr. Marsden explained that the goal would be to offer the 
class again and at the same time tailor future instruction that meets the needs of the district. Ms. Power also stated 
that teachers who could not participate expressed interest in being able to take the course. The top priority is to offer 
the course again and continue to provide courses that align with district goals and needs of the community. Ms. 
Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke thanked Mr. Barrows for sharing his reflections and expressed her appreciation for this 
work and the continued work in the area of diversity and inclusion. Ms. Jessica Reilly shared her thoughts on the 
importance of continuing growth and education in the areas of diversity and inclusion within the district and 
community. She also expressed her thoughts on the Medfield Warrior Logo.   
 
Ms. Alexis Hill spoke and read the following excerpt from a letter that will be submitted electronically to the School 
Committee: 

Concerned alumni, students, parents, teachers, coaches, town residents, and others question the suitability 
of the Medfield Warrior. We would like to work with you to achieve community consensus to abolish the 
mascot as a symbol of our town.  This letter is an invitation for collaboration and a request for the  
matter to be put on a future agenda. 

 
Ms. Hill continued by referencing and reading parts of a June 18, 2020 letter to the editor of the Hometown Weekly 
written by Medfield resident Mr. Kurt Jackson. Mr. Jackson has joined the call for a more appropriate symbol. Mr. 
Jackson researched how Native Americans generally feel about how sports teams portrayed them as mascots and his 
eyes were open to their hurt, suffering, and negative stereotyping. This has become a teachable moment and believes 
the class of 2020 deserves a more appropriate symbol that represents their pride and perseverance.  Mr. Jackson's 
letter illustrates that many people may not understand why the image is harmful but once educated they do in fact 
understand and seek solutions.  Community organizing and education efforts are critical to answer his final question. 
What do concerned parents, residents, alumni, and other students want? To many in this community question the 
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appropriateness of Native American mascots with games from decades ago by many mainstream organizations such 
as the National Congress of American Indians, the National Education Association, the NAAC, the US Commission 
on Civil Rights, the American Psychological Association, the NCAA and the Massachusetts Teachers Association. 
Ms. Hill acknowledged that progress can be slow and changing hearts and minds takes time but the goal is to partner 
with the School Committee to develop opportunities to build a more actively anti-racist learning community and 
thoughtful dialogue about the warrior is one critical step in that process. Ms. Hill stated that while this coalition 
grows they respectfully request that the School Committee contemplate its basic starting position that the mascot is 
not in line with national education standards and hopes that the School Committee can join in taking a public 
proactive position on this issue. The coalition is committed to community outreach education and consensus-
building and to continue the journey of making the Medfield schools a safer and more just educational system for all 
students. 
 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke thanked Ms. Hill for her thoughtful insight and stated that she too had read Mr. 
Jackson’s letter to the editor which prompted her to do more research. Ms. Brooke expressed the need to have 
continued conversations about the mascot and dialogue with the various constituents of the town. Mr. Leo Brehm 
requested that this be added to the next School Committee meeting. Ms. Brooke agreed but was mindful that the 
summer may not be the best time to engage the community. Mr. Brehm suggested adding it to the agenda for 
planning purposes for future action items.  
 
Dr. Marsden also explained that COVID- 19 had disrupted the district's plans to have a citizen of the Wampanoag 
Tribe work with elementary teachers to explain the Native American perspective as it relates to the Thanksgiving 
Feast in the elementary schools as well as getting feedback on the Warrior mascot. 
 
Dr. Marsden informed the committee that the district has been moving in the direction of removing the mascot and 
explained that every district in the Tri-County League has a banner that hangs in their gymnasium. This year the 
banners were redone and Native American was removed from the flag and replaced with the block letter M instead. 
Dr. Marsden agreed that the time is now to continue these discussions. 
 
Ms. Jessica Reilly expressed her concern about the overall usage in the town of the warrior logo and the need to 
bring community outside the schools onboard. Ms. Reilly thanked Ms. Hill for her community outreach and 
engagement. 
 
Ms. Meghan Glenn thanked Ms. Hill and expressed her belief that the word community means representative of 
everyone and everyone is part of the community so if there is something decisive, offensive, or repulsive to any 
constituents in the community then there is no community. Ms. Glenn stated this is the time to be having this 
conversation within the town of Medfield. 
 
Mr. Timothy Knight stated that the time is right to hear community feedback and make decisions on this sooner 
rather than later. 
 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke thanked everyone for their thoughtful feedback and the School Committee would 
discuss how to engage the community at the next School Committee Meeting. 
 
Ms. Jessica Reilly read the following public comment from Ms. Karen Shaffer: 
 

Mr. Desorgher as our town historian might suggest besides our beloved unique warrior logo. 
 
Ms. Reilly informed the committee that she attended Mr. Desorgher’s revamped presentation on the burning and 
attack on Medfield. Ms. Reilly agreed with Ms. Shaffer that bringing in Mr. Desorgher’s perspective would be 
helpful due to his knowledge of Medfield's history and is well respected in the town.  
 
FY21 Superintendent ACCEPT Board Appointment - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
Dr. Jeffrey Marsden asked the committee to vote to appoint him to the ACCEPT Board Directors for the 2020-2021 
School year. He explained that this is normally done at a fall School Committee meeting but ACCEPT has made the 
request earlier this year. He expects to receive the same request from TEC as well. 
 
Mr. Leo Brehm made a motion, seconded by Ms. Jesscia Reilly to appoint Dr. Jeffrey Marsden to the ACCEPT 
Board Directors for the 2020-2021 School year. 
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A Roll Call Vote was taken to appoint Dr. Jeffrey Marsden to the ACCEPT Board Directors for the 2020-2021 
School year. 

➢ Jessica Reilly-yes 
➢ Leo Brehm-yes  
➢ Timothy Knight-yes 
➢ Meghan Glenn- yes  
➢ Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke-yes 

The vote was unanimous.  
 
Establish Summer Meeting Dates - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
Dr. Jeffrey Marsden asked the committee to approve the following Summer School Committee Meeting dates: 

● July 16, 2020 
● July 30, 2020 
● August 13, 2020 

 
Mr. Leo Brehm made a motion, seconded by Ms. Meghan Glenn to approve the Summer School Committee 
Meeting Dates for July 16, 2020, July 30, 2020, and August 13, 2020. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken to approve the Summer School Committee Meeting Dates for July 16, 2020, July 30, 
2020, and August 13, 2020 

➢ Jessica Reilly-yes 
➢ Leo Brehm-yes  
➢ Timothy Knight-yes 
➢ Meghan Glenn- yes  
➢ Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke-yes 

The vote was unanimous.  
 
Other Items since posting on June 17, 2020 - Dr. Marsden did not have anything additional at this time. 
 
Ms. Jessica Reilly informed the committee about the resolution that MASC is asking school districts to write 
regarding COVID-19 state funding and reopening. She read the draft MASC boilerplate for this resolution. Ms. 
Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke said that this could be added to an agenda once the state guidelines are released. It was 
decided to schedule an Executive Session at 5:00 pm and School Committee Meeting at 5:30 pm on Monday, June 
29, 2020. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Old Business  Educational Stability Policies (1st Reading)  -  presented by Mr. Timothy Knight and Ms. Meghan 
Glenn who both sit on the Policy Subcommittee. Mr. Knight explained that policies in the School Committee 
meeting packet have been reviewed and the subcommittee is comfortable with the policies. Mr. Knight and Ms. 
Glenn asked the committee to review the policies and then add them to a future agenda for the second reading and 
vote. 
 
Dale Street School Project  FY21 - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
Dr. Marsden explained that the project is moving forward and at last week’s School Building Committee Meeting 
preliminary sketches of a 3-5 and a 4-5 building on both the Wheelock and Dale Street sites were presented. Dr. 
Marsden stated that it was helpful to see the 3D rendition of the buildings. Dr. Marsden explained that the grade 
configuration vote is pending along with the site selection vote from the School Building Committee.  Dr. Marsden 
acknowlegeded that the committee had concerns about scheduling the grade configuration vote over the summer. He 
encouraged the committee to discuss and schedule a time to vote.  
 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke explained the goal is to give the community as many opportunities as possible for 
engagement on the project. Ms. Brooke requested that this be discussed further at the next meeting. Dr. Marsden 
informed the committee that the last Project Milestone and Meeting Schedule has been uploaded to the website for 
reference. 
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FY21 Budget - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
Dr. Marsden informed the committee that a Town Meeting is scheduled for this upcoming Saturday. The School 
Budget has been voted in by the School Committee and the reductions have been implemented. Dr. Marsden is 
hopeful that the budget will pass at Town Meeting 
 
School Reopening Update - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
Dr. Marsden shared the feedback from his last meeting with the Education Commissioner. He explained that many 
different models are being discussed. The state has gone into great effort to listen to people and research what is 
working well in other countries that have reopened schools after Covid-19. The Commissioner shared a preview 
with Superintendents but Dr. Marsden explained that he could not go into detail until the guidelines were released by 
the Governor which he anticipates being released soon. He added that the final guidance will be given in late July 
and the state will adjust the guidance accordingly based on the status of the virus. 
 
Dr. Marsden informed the committee that the Leadership Team participated in a retreat today and will be meeting 
again tomorrow. The team spent time today reflecting on the past three months and discussed what went well and 
improvements that need to be made. The Leadership Team will meet again tomorrow and start to plan based on the 
initial scenario information that has been shared with Superintendents. Dr. Marsden explained that once the official 
guidelines are released reopening teams will be established at the district and school levels to implement reopening 
plans.  
 
Ms. Meghan Glenn asked Dr. Marsden who would be a part of the re-opening task force and how that would be 
decided. Dr. Marsden explained that in speaking with Town Administrator Kristine Triellweiller it was evident that 
they both wanted to tap into the same people and it was important not to duplicate efforts. The needs of the schools 
are different from the needs of the town. Many facets need to be addressed and to make sure volunteers effectively 
and efficiently being utilized. Dr. Marsden expects to have representatives from all facets of the district, including 
students, and will be able to decide once the guidelines are released. 
 
Ms. Jessica Reilly asked Mr. Michael LaFrancesca if he was encountering difficulties with ordering the 
recommended PPE for the district from the initial guidance from the state. Mr. LaFrancesca stated that the district 
has been able to order three months of the needed PPE except for hand sanitizer which is currently back-ordered. 
 
Dr. Marsden also explained that the commissioner suggested that districts survey their parents after the guidance is 
released on transportation and whether or not parents will be using buses. Transportation is going to be challenging 
due to social distancing guidelines and getting parent feedback on the use of transportation will be key information 
the district will need to plan accordingly. 
 
Dr. Marsden also informed the committee that going forward any surveys that are being sent out to families will 
require an email address. In past surveys there has been anonymous unproductive commentary which may not have 
been added if a email address identifier was required. It was discovered that many of the negative anonymous 
comments about the Dale Street School Project came from two of the same IP addresses which skewed the tally of 
comments. Requiring an email address will eliminate this issue in the future. 
 
Future Agenda Items   

● FY21 Budget   
● Dale Street Project   
● Challenge Success  
● Student Feedback   
● SocialEmotional Learning Educational Stability Policy Review 
● Standa rds Based Report Card Feedback- Christine Power Next Meeting – To be determined 

 
Next Meeting - June 29, 2020 
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CLOSING STATEMENTS 
Ms. Meghan Glenn stated that she intends to attend Town Meeting, She thanked the organizations for sharing their 
updates with the committee and is looking forward to making the community one that is inclusive for all. 
 
Mr. Timothy Knight thanked all of the organizations for their support and continued support. He thanked Ms. 
Christime Power for her presentation and the timely work that is being done with Medfield College. He also thanked 
all for their hard work. 
 
Mr. Leo Brehm thanked Ms. Christine Power, Ms. Kerry Cowell, and Mr. Zach Barrows for their powerful 
presentation and is pleased that the district is working towards inclusivity in light of the current events and is 
committed to working on inclusivity in the community. He thanked the committee and the community for their 
ability to self-reflect and grow. 
 
Dr. Jeffrey Marsden thanked the district's community partners and volunteers and acknowledged the importance of 
their support to the district. 
 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke thanked all who participated in this evening's meeting. 
 
Mr. Timothy Knight made a motion, seconded by Mr. Leo Brehm to adjourn the meeting. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was to adjourn the meeting. 

➢ Jessica Reilly-yes 
➢ Leo Brehm-yes  
➢ Timothy Knight-yes 
➢ Meghan Glenn- yes  
➢ Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke-yes 

The vote was unanimous.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 pm. 
 
EXHIBITS AND DOCUMENTS 

● 6/22/2020 School Committee Meeting Narrative 
● Draft 6/3/2020 School Committee Budget Workshop Minutes  
● Draft  6/4/2020 Executive Session Minutes 
● Draft  6/10/2020 Executive Session Minutes 
● Draft 10/22/2018 Executive Session Minutes Amended  
● Draft 4/2/2018  Executive Session Minutes 
● 5/21/2020 Policy Subcommittee Minutes  
● 6/4/2020 Policy Subcommittee Minutes 
● 2019-2020 Retirement List 
● Preparing Our Children to Thrive in an Increasingly Globalized World Presentation 
● DRAFT School Committee Dates Summer 2020 
● Policy JDABE Educational Opportunities for Military Children 
● Policy JDABF Educational Opportunities for Children in Foster Care 
● Policy JFABD Homeless Students Enrollment Rights and Services  

 
 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Andrea Moores 
      Secretary 
 
 
 
 


