
Joint Statement Concerning the Reopening of Schools for the 2020-2021 Academic Year 
School Board Chair Jim Grant and Superintendent, Dr. Phil Potenziano 

 
Thank you to all of the parents, students, faculty, and staff for sharing thoughtful feedback, concerns, and 
ideas about the reopening of schools. 
 
The Brunswick School Board along with school district administration are united in our commitment to 
meet the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. We have repeatedly stated that our first 
priority is ensuring the health and safety of our students and staff, which will continue to be at the 
forefront of all programming.  
 
The School Board voted last night to reopen the school year on September 14th, providing a full-virtual 
option for all grades as well as an in-person hybrid model for all students. In order for Brunswick schools 
to move programming forward, we need to know whether you intend to send your student(s) for in-person 
(in-building) instruction or if you plan to opt for full remote learning. In addition, we need to know if your 
student(s) will be riding the bus.  
 
Please click HERE  to complete a brief survey. This information is needed by Thursday, August 20th, 
2020.  
 
School status will be evaluated regularly based on state data and our district’s ability to adhere to Maine 
DOE and CDC requirements. Please be advised that if the Governor issues a RED level advisory at any 
point, the district’s schools will automatically revert to remote learning at that time. 
 
The first two weeks of programming will focus on supporting students with their transition back to school 
and may include abbreviated days. Once reopening plans and student schedules have been finalized, 
families will receive communication from the administration with more detailed opening information. The 
school environment will be very different from what it was prior to building closures last March. This 
period is intended to help students and staff reintegrate into schools safely, taking into account their social 
and emotional needs.  
 
We understand and appreciate that families may face challenges with these plans. Our goal is to work 
with families to provide students and staff with a safe, healthy learning environment, regardless of 
whether a student attends school in-person or remotely. Please know that we are all in this together and 
we will continue to develop innovative options to address the challenges with which we are faced.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Phil Potenziano Jim Grant  
Phil Potenziano, Ed.D. Jim Grant 
Superintendent of Schools School Board Chair 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetdhjNxaYKs5Xazo7Yp7e32Aoq94DImjNO4IctNG-wlSiPWg/viewform?usp=sf_link

