
EGF ISD 595 Re-Entry Plan Family Questions & Answers
(Updated on 8.19.20)

Number Question Answer Topic Date Posted

1 I'm confused on how elementary is in person and 
middle and high school is hybrid. 

Please refer to pages 4-5 of the Safe Return to 
School Plan found at https://5il.co/j9w7 for more 
clarification.  The guidance school districts received 
from federal and state leaders puts a high priority on 
getting younger students back in the buildings.  The 
five scenarios listed in the Governor's Executive 
Order also dictate what models can be implemented 
based on county data and clearly place an 
emphasis on having younger students in school 
buildings more often than HS students when there 
is a need to reduce the number of students in a 
building/room.

Model 8.13.20

2

i am wondering if the schools plan on having 
psychological services available to the students 
due to the trauma of being treated like prisoners in 
a leper colony? I'm being serious. This is crazy. 
Children should not be treated this way.

Social Emotional learning will be a priority upon 
returning to school.  Every school has a counselor 
available.  Curriculum will be included to cover 
emotional needs. K-5 classrooms are ideally kept 
around 20 students.

Mental Health 8.13.20

3
If a limited number of students can be present at 
the senior high, will priority be given to the 12th 
graders to attend in person?

No there will not.  We have plenty of space to house 
50% of our students in grades 9-12. Model 8.13.20

4 Will there be a yearbook compiled for 2020-2021?
The District is planning to produce an annual for the 
2020-21 school year unless something 
circumstances prevent it.

Misc 8.13.20

5 Will this year mainly be a pass /fail grading system? All of the buildings plan to use a regular grading 
schedule. Grading 8.13.20

6 I see that childcare is not being provided. Does this 
also pertain to the After Wave program? AfterWave will be offered. Childcare 8.13.20

7 Will iPads work for students doing the flex or will 
they need a laptop or PC

CMS - Chromebooks.  
Grades K-5 iPads and Chromebooks 
Grades 9 and 10 will have Chromebooks.  
Grades 11 & 12 will receive a device if needed..

Technology 8.13.20

9
I'm confused on how elementary is in person and 
middle and high school is hybrid. Older children are 
more capable and understanding.

Please refer to pages 4-5 of the Safe Return to 
School Plan found at https://5il.co/j9w7 for more 
clarification.  The guidance school districts received 
from federal and state leaders puts a high priority on 
getting younger students back in the buildings.  The 
five scenarios listed in the Governor's Executive 
Order also dictate what models can be implemented 
based on county data and clearly pace an emphasis 
on having younger students in school buildings 
more often than HS students when there is a need 
to reduce the number of students in a building/room.

Model 8.13.20



10
Will you allow for sibling to be on the same days if 
possible? Allowing for those that don't drive to HS 
to ride with sibling

Siblings will be scheduled to attend in person on the 
same days and learn from home on the same days. 
With the exception of PreK, Pre K students will ride 
the PreK bus.

Families 8.13.20

11

Hybrid model?....we are preparing for Hybrid 
model, yet the number of cases is less than 9 (per 
polk county chart) it should be in person all? Or am 
i reading this incorrect?

When the data was reviewed with Polk County 
Public Health on August 7, 2020, the cases per 
10,000 on Polk County was 8.86.  The data does 
have a lag period and we were told that number 
would grow.  In anticipation of the increase in Polk 
County and case numbers in Marshall and Grand 
Forks Counties,  the recommendation was made to 
go to level two (10-19 per 10,000).  The latest 14-
day case/10,000 data for Polk County is 12.66.  The 
latest data can be found at https://5il.co/jje1 

Model 8.13.20

12

When determining the safe learning plan were case 
numbers (cases per 10,000) of neighboring Grand 
Forks County factored into the decision? Why or 
why not?

Yes.  The information from Grand Forks County 
(ND) and Marshall County (MN) is used when we 
meet with Polk County Public Health to determine 
the safe learning models.  EGF ISD 595 has many 
staff members who live in Grand Forks.  

Model 8.13.20

13

I want to know what you will do if my children 
develop an antibiotic resistant pulmonary staph 
infection from the bacteria living in their nose and 
mouth being in a warm and moist environment all 
day?

If the intent of the question refers to the masking 
requirements, the answer would be as follows.The 
masking requirement are not a locally made 
decision.  Please see pages 7-9 in the MDE 2020-
2021 Planning Guide for Schools: Guide  as well as 
MDE's information on What You Need to Know 
About Face Coverings

Face Covering 8.13.20

13 Do you expect children K-2 grade to wear masks all 
day? If so how will this be enforced?

The face covering requirements are not a locally 
made decision.  Please see pages 7-9 in the MDE 
2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools: Guide  as 
well as MDE's information on What You Need to 
Know About Face Coverings  https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/cloth-face-cover.html 

Face Covering 8.13.20

14
I don't think it's safe for kids to wear a mask all day, 
but I know my child needs to have in person 
learning. How will these concerns be addressed?

 The face covering requirements are not a locally 
made decision.  Please see pages 7-9 in the MDE 
2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools: Guide  as 
well as MDE's information on What You Need to 
Know About Face Coverings  https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/cloth-face-cover.html 

Face Covering 8.13.20

15

If teachers are expected to wear masks all day, 
how are children supposed to understand 
everything they're saying? It's very difficult to 
understand and hear someone wearing a mask.

 The face covering requirements are not a locally 
made decision.  Please see pages 7-9 in the MDE 
2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools: Guide  as 
well as MDE's information on What You Need to 
Know About Face Coverings  https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/cloth-face-cover.html 

Face Covering 8.13.20



16 Why mask these young kids all day?

 The face covering requirements are not a locally 
made decision.  Please see pages 7-9 in the MDE 
2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools: Guide  as 
well as MDE's information on What You Need to 
Know About Face Coverings  https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/cloth-face-cover.html 

Face Covering 8.13.20

17
If a child wearing a mask all day gets sick from 
wearing said mask, what will be your answer for 
parents then?

The face covering requirements are not a locally 
made decision.  Please see pages 7-9 in the MDE 
2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools: Guide  as 
well as MDE's information on What You Need to 
Know About Face Coverings  https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/cloth-face-cover.html 

Face Covering 8.13.20

18
If my child will not wear a mask all day what will you 
as administrators and teachers do? How are you 
going to enforce the mask rules you proposed?

The face covering requirements are not a locally 
made decision and district leaders will need to work 
closely with families are concerned about face 
covering requirements.  The EGF ISD 595 Board of 
Education is also discussing the potential adoption 
of a model MSBA face covering policy that clearly 
states the requirements of the State of MN 
Governor's Executive Orders.  Please see pages 7-
9 in the MDE 2020-2021 Planning Guide for 
Schools: Guide  as well as MDE's information on 
What You Need to Know About Face Coverings  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.
html 

Face Covering 8.13.20

19 Is the first day of school an A day or a B day?

September 8th is a soft start day for 6th and 9th 
graders.  They, along with K-5, will be in school that 
day.  We are actually using "GREEN" and "WAVE" 
days for our hybrid model.  September 9th will be a 
GREEN day.  We also will have a schedule for the 
entire semester out for everyone to see.

Hybrid Day 8.13.20

20 How would the bus driver know when to pick up the 
student if they live in the country? Bus drivers will be running their regular routes daily. Transportation 8.13.20

21 Do Juniors get Chromebooks to use for the off 
days?

They will be available as inventory allows.  Students 
that have their own laptops will be encouraged to 
bring their own.

Technology 8.13.20

22 How do you expect young children to not touch 
masks or each other or play with each other.

Students will be taught, adults will model and 
practice the routines needed to safely interact. Face Covering 8.13.20

23

My daughter will be a Junior at Senior High.  If two 
of her teachers opt to work from home in a distance 
learning format does she come to the Senior High 
for the day?  Or will she work from home with just 
those classes?  

She will come to school for the day and will go to 
those classrooms.  The teacher will be Zooming in 
and we will have another staff member in the 
classroom for monitoring purposes.

Misc 8.13.20



24 How is lunch going to administered for 4th grade 
and high school?

PreK-5 students will have lunch and breakfast 
delivered to their classrooms.
Pre-K at CMS, CMS, and Senior HS students will be 
following a regular lunch schedule with restrictions 
and seating will follow social distancing criteria

Food Service 8.13.20

25 How is recess going to be addressed for 4th grade? Recess will be scheduled by the classroom teacher.  
Guidelines will be followed Recess 8.19.20

26 Is there going to be active gym class for 4th grade? Gym Class will be schedule for every class. 
Guidelines will be followed when doing activities Physical Education 8.19.20

27 Is there going to be hot lunch for SP and SH?

Yes. Regular hot lunch will be provided as will be 
stated on the monthly menu when in-person and 
hybrid models are implemented.
PreK-5 students will have lunch and breakfast 
delivered to their classrooms.
CMS and Senior HS students will be following a 
regular lunch schedule with restrictions and seating 
will follow social distancing criteria.

Food Service 8.13.20

28
What if student does distance learning and then 
wants to come back to school because they are 
failing classes?

There will need to be a conversation between 
student, parent and administration to determine a 
transition plan.  The District is not planning to 
require a long-term commitment, but will need a 
reasonable amount time to adjust schedules.  The 
District understands that family situations change 
and flexibility is needed. 

Distance
Learning 8.13.20

29 Will you be implementing smaller classes? Smaller class sizes will be implemented if there is a 
need to meet capacity limits in the hybrid model. Class Sizes 8.13.20

30 How long will a class be kept home if a 
student/teacher tests positive?

Please refer to the follow link that has been 
provided by Polk County Public Health.  https://5il.
co/jjls

COVID Scenarios 8.13.20

31
Will middle and high school students move from 
classroom to classroom or will teachers come to 
them?

CMS will have a 4 minute passing time and will not 
be allowed to congregate in the halls.

MIsc 8.13.20

32
Will central students be with the same group of kids 
throughout the day or do their classmates switch 
each period? Students will switch each period.

Misc 8.13.20

33 How many kids in a classroom for the K-5 kids? K-5 classrooms are ideally kept around 20. Misc 8.13.20

34
If distance learning is chosen, how much of the day 
is required to be logged into a zoom meeting or 
something of that type?

CMS will use a block schedule with student's online 
hours 1-4 on A days and 5-7 on B days.  1.5 hour 
break over lunch (for students to be able to pick up 
lunches or wait for delivery; 10 minute breaks 
between hours. K-5 will have a schedule to follow 
for direct instruction and assistance.

Distance Learning 8.13.20

35 What does distance learning look like at the 
preschool level?

PreK students will keep to their class and not 
intermingle with other Pre-K classes. Teachers will 
encourage social distancing, hand washing, and 
material sanitizing. 

Distance Learning 8.13.20

36 Will 3 year olds be required to be on Zoom during 
the day with their teacher?

3 year olds will not be required to Zoom during the 
school day. Technology 8.13.20



37 How will masks be addressed at the preschool 
level? Mandatory? Encouraged?

The face covering requirements are not a locally 
made decision. Please see pages 7-9 in the MDE 
2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools: Guide as 
well as MDE's information on What You Need to 
Know About Face Coverings https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/cloth-face-cover.html     PreK students will 
not be wearing masks.

Face Covering 8.13.20

38
The way I read this plan, all PreK-5 will be in school 
M-F even in the hybrid situation?  If so, how is this 
minimizing the risk to the staff/children? 

The proposed hybrid schedule at CMS and the 
Senior HS would an every other day model. The 
days will be labeled "Green" and "Wave". Students 
will be given either a Green day or a Wave day. 
Students will report to school on their given day and 
learn from home the next day.  The District is still 
researching capacity limits for rooms at New 
Heights and South Point if a hybrid model is 
implemented.  It might be possible to bring in all of 
the K-5 students under the hybrid model and follow 
the required social distancing guidance.  Certain 
spaces not typically used for classroom instruction 
in order to meet spacing limits and priority would 
given to younger students. Another key factor for 
when determining the K-5 hybrid model specifics 
will be the number of families who choose the Flex 
Option (FT Distance Learning).

Hybrid Model 8.19.20

39 Will band and choir be allowed? Will band lessons 
be offered to 5th graders? TBD COVID Scenarios

40 Will any child get tested for Covid without a parents 
consent? No. Testing is a family decision. COVID Scenarios 8.13.20

41
Parent:  If a case/cases of covid happen at the 
school, will parents be alerted?  How and how 
quickly?

Please go to https://5il.co/jjls  a description of 
scenarios from Polk County Public Health. COVID Scenarios 8.13.20

42

Parent:  A large part of the school experience is 
spending time with your friends.  If students are 
assigned to a "group" for hybrid learning, shouldn't 
there be some opportunity to allow families to 
choose what group their kids are in.  In addition, 
some of us travel from out of town and our kids at 
the HS level will be traveling together, as long as 
they are in the same "group".

This would be a very difficult process and no matter 
what process is used to create student groups, 
there will be people who are not happy.  The current 
grouping has created very balanced groups and 
students will need to adjust.  They are very resilient 
and will create new friendships.

Misc 8.19.20

43 How about if we can sign a waiver in order for our 
own children to not wear a mask?  

No. The face covering requirements are not a 
locally made decision. Please see pages 7-9 in the 
MDE 2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools: Guide 
as well as MDE's information on What You Need to 
Know About Face Coverings https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-
childcare/cloth-face-cover.html

Face Coverings 8.13.20

44
If we choose the Flex Option (full-time distance 
learning), will my child have the teacher she would 
normally have if on campus?

There is no guarantee a student will be assigned 
the same teacher if a family chooses to participate 
in the Flex Option.  If the District has to implement 
distance learning for ALL students  during the 
school year, students should have the same 
teachers as when in the in-person or hybrid models.

Assigned Teachers 8.13.20



45 Will there be assignments that will need to be 
brought to campus?

While technology will be an integral component of 
Distance Learning it will not be the only component. 
There may be times where physical materials may 
need to be picked up and.or dropped off.  
Apprpriate afety precations will be taken when any 
material or equipment exchange takes place.  

Assignments for Distance Learning 8.19.20

46 How long will the kids be wearing masks each day? 

The School District will be adopting a model face 
covering policy that has been developed by the MN 
School Boards Association on 8.24.20.  The 
provisions of this policy substantially reflect the 
requirements of the 2020-2021 Planning Guide for 
Schools, Executive Order 20-81, and Executive 
Order 20-82.] The policy will be a guide for 
everyone and can be viewed at  https://5il.co/js6u .

Face Covering 8.19.20

47 What will recess look like?

Recess will be conducted by the classroom teacher, 
as has been our practice.  The playground and 
open spaces will be utilized by only one class per 
space.  The equipment will be cleaned after usage.

Recess 8.19.20

48 How will buses operate?

We have made some revisions to the routes so that 
there are not as many students, masks or face 
shields will be required by students and staff, we will 
have families sit together where possible, students 
will be seated as to how they get on and off a bus, 
families have been asked that if they can transport 
their students to and/or from school to let us know.  
Hand sanitizer dispensers are being installed on the 
buses and we will have a cleaning routine that we 
will do after every morning and afternoon route.  We 
will create as much room as possible between 
students, but it will not always be feasible to 
maintain a 6 feet distancing on a school bus.  
Windows will be kept open as often as we can to 
increase air circulation.  

Transportation 8.19.20

49
If my child travels to Florida during the fall 
semester, will they need to self-quarantine and do 
distance learning for a set period of time?

It will depend on quarantine guidance from the MN 
Department of Health and every case is unique.  
The District will follow any mandates or guidance 
from the MDH and Polk County Public Health.

Quarantine - DIstance Learning 8.19.20

50

My Brother is in the ILC program in 10th grade. He 
is really low academically and distance learning did 
not go well for him (we managed but it did not go 
well). When I am at work, he won't be responsible 
enough to attend meetings and seek extra help. He 
usually has a para with him most of the day. Is 
there an option for these students in the ILC 
program that need to be in school 5 days a week to 
succeed?

Yes.  There is an option to go to school five days a 
week and it will be determined by the IEP team. Special Education 8.19.20



51

If my child has a runny nose and a cough but no 
fever are they allowed to come to school? How are 
you going to tell if they just have a common cold or 
Covid?

The District will follow the Decision Tree provided by 
MDH at https://5il.co/jxci . If a student's symptoms 
are consistent with those on the Tree, they will be 
sent home. It is up to the parent if they want to bring 
their child to their physician to be evaluated and 
provide the school with an alternative diagnosis. 
The school does not diagnose symptoms.  The 
District is waiting for updated guidance from the 
MDH and is in the process of developing an online 
screening process for families and staff members.

Symptom Screening 8.19.20

52
Are all 6th graders going to school on the 8th for 
the soft opening or are they being split up to reduce 
numbers in the building?

All of the 6th graders will be going to school on 
9.8.20, but they will be the only grade level in the 
building and can be socially distanced.

CMS - 6th Grade 8.19.20

53

Will the bus route from SouthPoint to the north end 
of town be leaving right after school is released for 
the day? Last year for the second half of the year 
my kids had to sit at SouthPoint after school for 
over 30 minutes until the bus picked them up. Is 
that the same case this year?

Bus routes and school building start/end times have 
been adjusted in order to eliminate the wait time for 
intown students. The District will be running double 
in-town routes and adjusted start and end times at 
all buildings in order to make this work.

Transportation 8.19.20

54
If family flex option is chosen for a 4th grader, how 
much of the day is spent logged into a zoom 
meeting? 

The Plan is to run a normal day as much as 
possible . Meeting with the teacher for scheduled 
subjects.

Family Flex Option 8.19.20

55
The numbers for set forth from the state are 
guidelines but not mandatory. Will the state 
withhold funding if the guidelines are not followed?

EGF ISD 595 will follow the guidelines set by the 
Governor's Order and work closely with Polk County 
Public Health when selecting the best instructional 
learning model.  MN school districts have not been 
threatened with loss of funding, but there are 
districts who have attempted to go outside of the 
guidance and been directed by MDH to follow the 
Re-Entry guidance in the Order.

Model Choice - MDE 8.19.20

56
As the numbers stand for COVID right now, .09% of 
Polk county population has active cases. Is this 
worth affecting %100 our children's education? 

Please refer to question 55.  EGF ISD 595 will need to follow the guidance..Model Choice - MDE 8.19.20

57

I read somewhere that if my child shows a 
symptom of COVID you would be able to take them 
to a facility and have them tested without my 
permission. Is this true?

That is completely false.  If students are 
symptomatic, a call to remove them from school will 
be made.  The child will wait in a COVID room until 
pick up.  The parent/guardian will be responsible for 
determining the cause of the symptoms and next 
steps.

Symptom Screening - Testing 8.19.20

58

My daughter is going to kindergarten she is 
currently in daycare i work full time what if i send 
my child to school and there is positive cases and 
the school shuts down what would be the best 
option for me?

Should the school shut down, we will be required to 
offer childcare to children of Tier 1 essential 
workers.

Misc 8.19.20

59
My son has asthma, would he be able to wear a 
face shield? Are any students allowed to wear face 
shields rather than masks?

The School District will be adopting a model face 
covering policy that has been developed by the MN 
School Boards Association on 8.24.20.  The 
provisions of this policy substantially reflect the 
requirements of the 2020-2021 Planning Guide for 
Schools, Executive Order 20-81, and Executive 
Order 20-82.] The policy will be a guide for 
everyone and can be viewed at  https://5il.co/js6u .

Face Covering 8.19.20



60

Have you considered having some classes 
outside? Maybe one class a day or whatever that 
may look like. A chance to get fresh air and not 
wear a mask.

Teachers can choose to conduct classes outside 
when it is appropriate. Misc 8.19.20

61
Have you looked into have desk dividers so the 
students are able to remove masks at their desk? 
Much like restaurants.

The District has looked into desk dividers and would 
purchase them if needed to meet social distancing 
requirements in certain areas.

Misc 8.19.20

62
Will you allow for sibling to be on the same days if 
possible?  Allowing for those that don't drive to HS 
to ride with sibling

Yes.  The District will work to make sure family 
members go to school for in-person learning on the 
same days.

Hybrid 8.19.20

63 Why is it deemed safe for someone who is talking 
to my hard of hearing son to take off their mask? 

The District will follow the face covering safety 
guidance set by MDH and MDE. Face Covering 8.19.20

64 Will driver's education be offered this year?

Yes.  Driver's education information will be shared 
with students and families in the near future.  The 
classroom schedule may look different from 
previous years.

Driver's Education 8.19.20


