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The word on Enrollment... enrollment numbers as of March 15, 2018
Central Elementary

494 students
Greenwood Elementary

330 students

Island City Elementary
324 students

Middle School
524 students

High School
658 students

Total Elementary Enrollment
1,148 students

LGSD Total Enrollment
2,330 students

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 22-April 6

Scholastic BOGO Book Fair, 
La Grande Middle School

March 23
3rd Grade Poetry Reading, 

Greenwood Elementary

March 26-30
Spring Break, NO SCHOOL

April 2
Teacher Work Day,  

NO SCHOOL

April 3
Parent/Teacher Conferences, 

NO SCHOOL

April 5
Da Vinci Faire, 5:30pm,  

Central Elementary

April 11
Regular Board Meeting,  

7pm, District Office

April 13
Island City PTO  
Spring Carnival

April 24
Kindergarten Round-Up,  

District Office

April 25
Special Board Meeting/Work 
Session & Public Hearing on 

Approved Budget  
7pm, District Office

The La Grande High School 
Wrestling Team had a strong 
finish at this years State Tour-
ney.  

They were led by senior Elijah 
Livingston who won the State 
Championship at 182 lb.  

Also, in the finals were Parker 
Robinson at 152 and Nathan 
Reed at 160 lb.  

The Tigers had two additional 
placers in Alex Kehr at 113 and 
Christopher Woodworth at 170, 

both finishing 3rd place in their 
respective weights.  

The team finished 6th place 
and the future looks bright for 
La Grande High Wrestling who 
return all but one wrestler to 
next years squad.

La Grande dominated the 
Greater Oregon League district 
wrestling tournament, putting 
themselves in position to po-
tentially place well at the State 

Tournament this coming week-
end.  

They had 5 District Champi-
ons and 10 total finalist in the 
tournament.  The Champions 
include freshman Alex Kehr, 
Sophomore Parker Robinson, 
Sophomore Blaine Shaw, Sopho-
more Chris Woodworth and 
Senior Elijah Livingston.  

The other wrestlers in the 
finals for La Grande were Ezra

cont inued on page 7

La Grande High School wrestling team

Bottom Row L-R: Casey McCall, Lincoln Clark, Logan Stubblefield, Chris Woodworth, Joel Rogers, Hayden Shafer, Elijah 
Livingston, Keith Oswald, Ezra McIntosh, Gabe Shukle, Alex Kehr. Second Row L-R: Nathan Reed, Braxton Bisenius, Grayson 
Livingston, Cole Isaacson, Matt Routt, Austin Baldwin Third Row L-R: Parker Robinson, Blaine Shaw, Colton Chase, Bella Gul-
zow, Spencer Gerst. Fourth Row L-R: Volunteer Assistant Coaches Andy Wagner, Ryan Middleton, Isaac Agular, Miles Hand-
cock, Assistant Coach Walt Anderson, Assistant Coach John Tuck, Head Coach Klel Carson
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The weather 
has finally im-
proved, spring 

is in the air, and it is my hope that 
all stakeholders reading this news-
letter are enjoying the weather and 
look forward to a well-deserved 
spring break.
La Grande School 
District has many 
things to be proud of. 
One item in particu-
lar is our Graduation 
Rates.
Our student gradu-
ation rates continue 
to outpace the state 
in both rate and 
growth.  The dis-
trict’s overall gradu-
ation rate for 2017 
was near 81%, The 
State’s overall gradu-
ation rate for 2017 
was near 77%, Our 5-year cohort 
completer rate is 87%. The state 
rate is 83%; Completers are those 
students that complete their school 
experience with at least a GED, 
extended diploma, or certificate of 
attendance.
Career & Technical Education 
(CTE) participants are students 
who earned one or more credits in 
technical skill-based courses as part 
of a state-approved CTE program. 
Across the district, the graduation 
rate for our CTE participants is 
87%; CTE concentrators are stu-
dents that complete a program of 
study or earn a CTE pathway certifi-
cate. We had 97% of those students 
graduate or complete their high 

school education.  The message is 
clear…Participating in CTE courses 
and programs helps kids graduate 
and complete their education.
This newsletter highlights the vari-
ous events and achievements of 
students and staff within our district.  
There is an article in this newslet-

ter that highlights State 
testing and offers tips 
related to students get-
ting prepared to do well 
for their state assess-
ments. State assess-
ments are a require-
ment, but will never 
define our education 
system or an individual 
child. We ask that each 
child do their very best, 
but know an education 
in La Grande School 
District is much more 

than a single test score. We are 
proud of our results, and know our 
students will continue to do well on 
the yearly assessments. Your en-
couragement to your child, as well 
as providing a good night sleep and 
hearty breakfast is appreciated. 
Each school will let students and 
families know when the assess-
ments will be taking place.
This publication serves as a plat-
form to keep our community in-
formed and connected to the school 
district. We appreciate your involve-
ment and support. Should you wish 
to contact me my phone number is 
541-663-3201; email: george.men-
doza@lagrandesd.org

George Mendoza
LA  GRANDE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SUPERINTENDENT

From the 
Superintendent's Desk ...

Greenwood announces coming events
PTS Meeting - Tuesday, March 13, at 4:00 in the Library.
Band Visit - The LHS Band will be making their annual 
visit next Wednesday, March 14, at 1:30. This is a fan-
tastic event that our kids and staff look forward to every 
year!
Cookie Dough Orders - Deliveries will be picked avail-
able for pick up after school on Thursday, March 15. 
We'll send out a reminder soon!
DARE Graduation for 5th Graders will be held next Fri-
day, March 16, in the gym at 1:00.

At Central School, we 
currently have 36 en-
ergetic first and second 
graders learning coding 
and robotics each Mon-
day after school. 

The children have 
settled into six groups.
Within their group there 
are six jobs that change 
every week. 

The Team Captain 
overseesthe building, 
videoing, and coding of 
the robot. The Selec-
tor finds the lego pieces 
necessaryfor each build. 
The Builder actually 
builds the robot and the 
Programmer completes 
the coding so the robot 
knows what to do. There 
is a Documentor who 
videos the robot in action 
and the Presenter who 
tells the whole group 
what successes occurred 

that day and how those 
successes were reached. 

The WeDo teams have 
successfully programmed 
their robots to move, and 
to stop using a motion 
sensor. 

Besides learning 
STEM concepts, students 
are developing teamwork 
and presentation skills!!! 

This program has been 
funded by the GRCC 
grant and is made possi-
ble by the volunteering of 
parent coaches! We also 
have 3 Junior Coaches 
helping to guide these 
teams! 

We can’t wait until 
these kids get into 4th 
and 5th grades, with 
their training and expe-
rience, Central should 
have a phenomenal Lego 
Robotics team!!

WeDo teams successfully program 
robots at Central Elementary
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By Trish Yerges
 
Athletic director Bill Burns, who has 

been with the La Grande School District 
since 1973, is now entering his ninth year 
as athletic director.  He said the position 
keeps him very busy and very proud of the 
achievements by La Grande’s sports teams.  
This winter has been no different, and to 
recap, Burns presented a sports update he 
called “The Winter Season Briefs”. 

The boys’ and girls’ swim teams are 
coached by Darren Dutto, and Burns said 
they had a very good season.
•	 Boys’ swim team finished first in dis-

trict and sent seven people to the state 
championship.

•	 Girls’ swim team finished second in dis-
trict and lost by three points to Catlin 
Gabel School, but they also sent seven 
people to the state championship swim 
meet at Mount Hood Community Col-
lege Aquatic Center.

•	 At state, the boys’ swim team took fifth 
place, and the girls’ swim team took 
sixth place.

“In the past years, our boys and girls 
have finished with firsts, seconds and third 
places, so they have a very good program, 
and coach Darren Dutto has done a very 
good job coaching,” Burns said.  “He’s been 
here at least 12 years, and we bring home 
some kind of hardware every year.”

Throughout the year, the La Grande 
wrestling team coached by Klel Carson 
competes in 7 or 8 different tournaments, 
Burns said, and they won several tourna-
ments this winter.
•	 Most outstandingly, the wrestling team 

won the Muilenburg Tournament, 
hosted by La Grande annually and one 
of the largest tournaments in Oregon 
with about 22 competing teams.   

•	 La Grande finished first in the district 
tournament with about 50 points over 
the next nearest team.

•	 The team sent 13 people to state cham-
pionship where they finished sixth.

•	 Senior Elijah Livingston won the 182 
lbs. state championship, earning a place 
on the La Grande Hall of Fame wall.

•	 The team also won 2 second places, 2 
third places and 1 or 2 sixth places at 
the tournament.

The girls’ basketball team, coached by 
Justin MacKay, is a very young team with 
one senior on the team, Burns said, and 
they competed very well in the league this 
winter.
•	  The girls’ basketball finished second 

in the league, and Baker City won the 
league.

•	 The girls’ team took second in the dis-
trict seeding tournament at the end of 
the year.

“The boys’ basketball team, coached by 
Mark Carollo, finished the regular year 
at 15-7,” Burns said.  “Then we won our 
league seeding tournament, which put us 
first, again, as the first seed to go to the 
state playoffs, so we were in the first round 
of the state playoffs.”
•	 On March 3, boys’ basketball played 

Stayton, Oregon, to move on to the 
final eight, which is a tournament held 
in Forest Grove.  La Grande defeated 
Stayton by 64-58 in overtime. 

•	 Next, the team will move on to play Val-
ley Catholic on March 8, and if we win, 
we go one direction, and if we lose, we 
go another direction.

The La Grande boys’ basketball team 
will be followed to the 4A OSAA basketball 
state championships by an entourage of 50 
to 100 enthusiastic parents and grandpar-
ents.  “Hopefully, we’ll win the state cham-
pionship for boys’ basketball,” Burns said.  
“There’s always a chance, so we’ll give it 
our best shot.”

To learn more about the basketball state 
championship tournament schedules, visit 
www.osaa.org

Sports Recap: Athletic director’s winter season briefs
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By Trish Yerges

Since the 2017-18 
school year began, teach-
ers have been teaching 
with a view to prepar-
ing their students for 
two upcoming Oregon 
standardized tests, the 
Smarter Balanced as-
sessment and the Or-
egon Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills 
(OAKS).

“Right now in schools, 
teachers are providing 
solid, aligned instruction 
and curriculum that is 
supporting the kids and 
teaching the standards,” 
said Reta Doland, the di-
rector of curriculum and 
federal programs and 
assessments for the La 
Grande School District.

The subjects that stu-
dents will be tested for 
in the Smarter Balanced 
assessment include the 
Common Core standards 
of English, language arts 
(ELA) and mathematics.   
The OAKS test assesses 
the students’ under-
standing of science and 
social studies.

The Smarter Bal-
anced assessment is 
administered to all the 
students in 3rd through 
8th grade and also grade 
11.   In order for stu-
dents to graduate, they 
need to show proficiency 
in the state standards, 
which are Common Core 
Learning Standards 
(English, language arts 

and mathematics).
The OAKS science 

test is administered to 
grades 5, 8 and 11, and 
the OAKS social studies 
test is administered at 
grades 8 and 11. 

“Right now, unlike the 
Smarter Balanced as-
sessment, the OAKS sci-
ence and social studies 
tests are given so that 
the schools have feed-
back on how students 
are doing in these sub-
jects,” Doland said. 

To help kids prepare 
for the OAKS online 
test, teachers have been 
giving practice tests, and 
this helps the students 
in two ways: to become 
familiar with the test 
items and to know how 
to use computer features 
such as the calculator 
functions, drag and drop, 
and other navigational 
features with very spe-
cific parameters for 
entering the students’ 
answers.

“We want to make 
sure the student knows 
the (test) structure or 
format and that this 
doesn’t get in the way 
of the student showing 
what they know,” Dol-
and said.  “Teachers use 
these practice measures 
throughout the year.”

Students also practice 
test skills found in an 
ELA Performance Task 
or the Mathematics 
Computer Adaptive Test 
(CAT).

The ELA Performance 

Task is where the stu-
dent reads two passages 
and writes an answer.  
Students can prepare 
for this by learning how 
to type and how to write 
short answers or short 
essays that demonstrate 
their English and lan-
guage skills. 

The Mathematics 
Computer Adaptive Test 
(CAT) is another testing 
session that is more of 

a traditional test that 
involves some short an-
swers or multiple choice 
answers, but it adapts or 
readjusts in difficulty or 
ease to match the stu-
dent’s knowledge within 
that grade level.  

In addition to what 
teachers do throughout 
the year to help prepare 
their students for these 
tests, parents should 
remain aware of their 

child’s academic per-
formance and “never 
be afraid of asking our 
teachers for help for your 
child,” Doland said.

“Also, look for com-
munication from their 
schools with specific 
testing schedules for 
their child’s grade level 
and pay attention to 
those,” she said.  “If they 
can have those sched-
ules and (then) schedule 
(personal) appointments 
outside of those test-
ing times, it would be 
of great benefit to their 
children.”

The school district has 
a requirement from the 
state to have 95 percent 
of their students tested, 
so if a student misses a 
testing session, then it 
can be made up, but it’s 
easier for the student if 
he or she is in on it from 
the beginning.

“It’s important that 
kids feel this equilibrium 
(because) it can impact 
their ability to test well,” 
Doland said.

Therefore, parents are 
encouraged to ensure 
that their kids are pres-
ent at their scheduled 
testing times, and that 
they have a relaxing 
night and restful sleep 
the night before, have a 
good breakfast the morn-
ing of the test, and leave 
home for school on a 
positive note so that they 
can do their best on their 
test.

cont inued on page 7

STATE TESTING
How teachers and parents can prepare students

Fifth grader Braden Henry gets time to prepare for the Smart Bal-
anced assessment test on a computer in the Island City Elemen-
tary media center.

Fifth graders Anna Kreutz, right, Rilyn Kirkland and Braden Henry, 
use computers to to prepare for the Smart Balanced assessment 
test at Island City Elementary.
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NEWS

By Trish Yerges

The La Grande School 
District is committed to 
keeping your children 
safe in school.  Conse-
quently, school adminis-
trators, teachers, office 
staff, and the school 
resource officer work 
together to practice and 
implement their dis-
trict’s emergency action 
plan. 

Assistant Principal 
Scott Carpenter from 
La Grande High School, 
and Principals Kyle 
McKinney from the La 
Grande Middle School 
and John Tolan of Island 
City Elementary, along 
with school resource 
officer Union County 
Sheriff Deputy Cody 
Bowen shared insights 
into their drills and how 
their schools leave little 
to chance when it comes 
to emergency prepared-
ness.

The emergency action 
plan covers contingen-
cies such as fires, earth-
quakes, natural gas 
leaks, bomb threats, and 
safety protocols called 
lockout, lockdown, shel-
ter in place, active shoot-
er and evacuations.

“Let’s say there is a 
natural gas leak in our 
school,” Tolan suggested. 
“Then there’s a plan 
where we would evacu-
ate.”

A natural gas leak did 
occur last summer out-
side Island City Elemen-
tary School during some 
construction work, and 
the teachers evacuated 
the students to a safe lo-
cation outdoors for about 
20 minutes until the fire 
department and Avista 
could rectify the concern. 

“That practice went 
very well with all the 
teachers and students 
out there on the side of 
the school,” Tolan said.  
“The teachers and stu-
dents were doing exactly 
what they were sup-
posed to do.”

Like all administra-
tors, Tolan keeps a log of 
all the drills conducted 
throughout the year: 
earthquake drills each 
fall and spring, monthly 

fire drills with 30 min-
utes of fire instruction, 
and two drills a year for 
each of the lockout and 
lockdown action plans.   
At the end of the school 
year, all of the school 
drill logs are submit-
ted to Superintendent 
George Mendoza.

The lockout and lock-
down protocols of the 
emergency action plan 
are two standard proto-
cols designed to protect 
school children. 

In a lockout scenario, 
the school protects chil-
dren from a threat out-
side the building such as 
law enforcement activi-
ties near the school or 
sighting of a dangerous 
animal. 

“The kids and teach-
ers carry on with their 

educational experience 
within the classroom, 
but they are not allowed 
outside the classroom,” 
Tolan said.  “The front 
(entrance) doors to the 
school are locked, and we 
screen who is coming in 
and out.”

The lockdown proto-
col is when there is a 
serious threat inside or 
extremely close to the 
school.  In that case, 
all the kids are in their 
classrooms, the windows 
are covered, lights are 
off, and students are 
silently huddled up in an 
area, Tolan said.  There 
is no instruction going 
on at that time because 
teachers want to make 
it appear that there is 
nobody within that class-
room. 

In a drill like this, 
Deputy Bowen par-
ticipates by making sure 
that teachers are follow-
ing protocol.  He will go 
down the hallways, rat-
tling door knobs to make 
sure they are locked.   
He will stand by doors 
and listen or go outside 
and look through win-
dows to see if the kids 
and teachers are doing 
what they are supposed 
to be doing in their class-
rooms. 

“So as we do that drill 
and go through the phys-
ical motions of getting 
kids in the corner and 
closing windows, we also 
talk to students about 
what to expect from staff 
or students if this was 
real and what can they 
do to ensure safety with 
friends and those around 
them,” Carpenter said.   
“Usually, it’s the conver-
sation that is the best 
part of that drill.”

If the lockdown is 
due to an active shooter 
inside the building, then 
Deputy Bowen takes 
defensive action immedi-
ately.

“It’s my job to find the 
threat and eliminate the 
threat,” Bowen said.  “If 
it is an active shooter, I 
run toward the gun shots 
as fast as I can, and I 
will stop the threat.”

cont inued on page 7

The Emergency Action Plan---
How it protects your children in school
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These fun pictures will give you a glimpse 
into the fun that we have at Greenwood Elementary 

while we're working with kids each day.

 Mr. Lankford 
get's it done 
on the court-
yard...

 A 4th grade student works on assembling 
a model for engineer's club

5th Graders read 
Dr. Suess to a kindergarten class.

 Mrs. Rinker's class 
work on a team building 
exercise in P.E.

 3rd Graders 
read share 
their pub-

lished writing 
in a Monday 
morning as-

sembly.
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WRESTLING
cont inued from page 1

McIntosh, Grayson 
Livingston, Nathan 
Reed, Colton Chase, 
and Spencer Gerst.  

Also qualifying for 
State were Hayden 
Shafer, Gabe Shukle, 
and Keith Oswald.  
The Tigers won the 
District Tournament 
by a huge margin of 

50 points.  The clos-
est competitor was 
Baker in 2nd place.  

The Tigers best 
round was the semi 
final round, where 
they put 10 wrestlers 
into the finals.  

The Tigers had 
a strong finish at 
this years District 
Tournament.  We are 
proud of their perfor-
mance!

TESTING
cont inued from page 4

To students, Doland 
advised, “By the time you 
get to this test, it’s there 
or it’s not there.  Just be 
prepared to show what 
you know.  Relax and don’t 
stress out about it.  We just 
want you to do your best.”

These tests are impor-
tant to the school dis-

trict in determining the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of their programs and the 
level of skills shown by 
their students.  This infor-
mation is used to set up 
interventions to help stu-
dents improve where they 
might be lacking skills.  
It’s also used to accelerate 
students who have higher 
skills. 

“It is information that is 
used, and it is a snapshot 

and picture, a very public 
picture of our school dis-
trict and how we’re doing,” 
Doland said.

To stay abreast of your 
student’s performance 
throughout the school year, 
use the new parent portal 
at http://www.lagrandesd.
org/family-link and to view 
the school district’s test-
ing schedule, visit www.
lagrandesd.org/testing-
schedule.  

By Trish Yerges
 Now that the high pri-

ority construction proj-
ects funded by the $31.5 
million bond are 80 to 90 
percent completed, the 
next phase of business 
includes re-evaluating 
a list of items that had 
been pulled out of the 
original plan and select-
ing some of them as bond 
add-back projects. 

Besides careful spend-
ing and budget oversight 
throughout the con-
struction phases, facili-
ties and bond manager 
Joseph Waite of the La 
Grande School District 
cited two financial fac-
tors that allowed the 
district to add back con-
struction projects at this 
juncture.

“The district was hold-
ing about a $3 million 
(construction) contin-
gency at the beginning 
of the projects, and the 
district received a pre-
mium on the sale of the 
bonds, which is another 
$4 million,” said Waite.

“The contingency was 
fortunate planning, and 
the other was more or 
less a miracle that we 
got the premium on the 
sale of the bond, other-
wise we wouldn’t be able 
to do everything due to 
the inflation and the 
acceleration of construc-
tion rates.”

Waite explained that 
“we had to remove the 
lower priority items 
(from the original con-
struction budget) in 
order to maintain the 
project budgets and so 
we could ensure that 
monies were available 
for projects that were 
going to happen farther 
down the road.  (But) we 
kept track of these lower 
priority items.”

Some of the add back 
items have already been 
completed, such as the 
metal roof at Island City 
Elementary School, the 
PVC roof at Central 
School, bookcases for 
both of the aforemen-

tioned schools along with 
mobile bookcases at the 
Central library and gym 
bleachers at Central 
School.

“The items in progress 
now include the park-
ing lot expansion for 
La Grande High School 
students, the north stair 
canopy and ADA ramp 
for Greenwood Elemen-
tary,” Waite said.

In addition, there are 
some add back items 
that are being consid-
ered for future comple-
tion, including the heat-
ing, ventilation and air 
conditioning (HVAC) 
system upgrades to La 
Grande High School, 
Greenwood Elementary 
School and Island City 
Elementary School, and 
an alternate bus route at 
Central School.

To further advance 
the interests of the La 
Grande School District, 
unexpected revenues 
became available from 
three sources, and at the 

January district board 
meeting, a supplemental 
budget was adopted for 
the 2017/18 fiscal year 
in the amount of $1.15 
million.  The supplemen-
tal budget allows the 
district to increase the 
spending threshold that 
was established in the 
initial budget. 

La Grande School Dis-
trict business director 
Chris Panike cited three 
financial reasons for the 
supplemental budget.

“La Grande School 
District has received an 
increase from the State 
School Fund due to a 
higher than anticipated 
state school budget, an 
unanticipated increase 
in student enrollment 
throughout the district 
and a facilities grant 
estimated to be 1 percent 
of construction costs of 
the new Central Elemen-
tary,” he said. 

Panike explained that 
the La Grande School 
District built a budget 

based on a $7.9 billion 
statewide school budget, 
however, the state leg-
islature later passed an 
$8.2 billion statewide 
school budget, which was 
significantly higher than 
the district’s estimate.   
As a result, the district 
received more state rev-
enue than it had origi-
nally put in its budget.   

The unexpected in-
crease in revenue from 
the higher than an 
actual count was taken, 
it was significant enough 
to justify a proposed 
change to the original 
budget.  Panike turned 
that measurement into 
an estimate of ADMr 
(average daily member-
ship) and submitted that 
to the state for addition-
al funding.

“We’re up about 70 
students over the prior 
year,” Panike said.  “I 
don’t know where they 
came from, but for the 

cont inued on page 8

CONSTRUCTION FINANCES

Bond add back projects and the supplemental budget
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EMERGENCY
cont inued from page 5

Following an active 
shooter drill last year 
at La Grande Middle 
School, Principal McK-
inney had the following 
observations.

“We didn’t really find 
any drastic thing that 
needed to be changed 
(in our drill),” McKinney 
said. “We had already 
done our research, lis-
tened to other schools 
and went to classes on 
it, so we knew what 
we needed to instigate 
and what we had come 
in with.  We put those 
safety measures in.”

In this case, “The 
sneaky guys came in the 
back door and had keys 
and everything, and so 
we did an active shooter 
drill, and it was a good 
learning experience for 
all of us,” he said.

Deputy Bowen is 
ready for this scenario 
should it happen.  He 
comes to school dressed 
in full duty gear, and 
he visits all the schools 
in the district a couple 
times a week, sometimes 

to teach DARE classes 
and sometimes just to 
mingle in the hallways, 
building a positive rap-
port with the kids. 

“Deputy Bowen checks 
in regularly with me and 
Principal Brett Baxter 
about any concerns that 
we might have,” Carpen-
ter said.  “If we need to 
do a student search or 
we have a report that 
there might be drugs on 
campus or that there’s a 
need to have a conversa-
tion with a particular 
student, then Deputy 
Bowen follows up on 
those things.”

With Bowen’s help, 
school staff and teachers 
also train and prepare 
for bomb threat inci-
dences.

“That’s mostly a train-
ing by law enforcement 
with our secretaries 
and me,” Tolan said.  “If 
there is a bomb threat, 
it’s typically in our office 
area with someone mak-
ing that type of a call.”

The role of the school 
administrator is central 
to the success of the 
emergency plan used.

“My role is to be part 
of the team that directs 

the action that needs to 
take place,” Carpenter 
said. “My job, in con-
junction with Principal 
Brett Baxter, is to net-
work with community 
agencies that would be 
responding and keep 
kids safe and start the 
process of getting them 
home.” 

The training that 
teachers and staff re-
ceive begins prior to 
each new school year 
and continues during the 
school year at staff meet-
ings and in-service days, 
Tolan said.  The action 
plan is constantly being 
refined, most recently to 
incorporate standard-
ized terminology among 
school districts, law 
enforcement and first 
responders statewide.  
Administrators also com-
pare plans with other 
school districts.

“We’re going to Mor-
row County to look at 
their evacuation drill 
that they are doing on 
April 13,” Carpenter 
said, “and we’ll try to in-
corporate some of those 
things.”

“Two years ago our 
emergency action plan 

was reviewed by law 
enforcement, the fire de-
partment, and a commu-
nity-based team to up-
date it,” Carpenter said.  
“We’ve been helping staff 
to understand the prin-
ciples in there and what 
we need them to do.”

Bowen was part of 
that review board, and 
he’s personally invested 

in the safety of the stu-
dents.

“I would like the par-
ents to know their chil-
dren are safe at school,” 
he said.  “My role as a 
school resource officer 
is a personal one.  I put 
these kids first.  My job 
is to keep your children 
safe.”

FINANCES
cont inued from page 7

past three years there 
has been consistent 
growth in enrollment in 
the district.  We’re grow-
ing at 2 to 3 percent a 
year.”

Funds from a state 
facilities grant made up 
a smaller portion of the 
supplemental budget, 
and Panike forecasted 

a 1 percent allocation 
to the district “because 
that’s what I’m being 
told it will probably look 
like because of the fund-
ing level.  I’ll know in a 
couple of weeks.”

The district has this 
one-time opportunity to 
spend the $1.15 million 
resources, so they have 
decided to spend it on 
pupil instruction, sup-

port services, and con-
tributions toward larger 
capital projects.

Elaborating on this, 
Panike said, “La Grande 
School District will uti-
lize these resources to 
cover unanticipated ex-
penses created by larger 
student populations, sup-
port of the turf project 
in Community Stadium 
being facilitated by EOU, 

with the remaining bal-
ance being transferred 
from the general fund 
to the high-cost capital 
project fund.”

The high-cost capital 
project funds, he said, 
will then be utilized for 
upgrades to the high 
school track facility, re-
placement of the tennis 
courts, since the exist-
ing courts have been 

converted into a parking 
lot, and future roofing 
projects throughout the 
district.”

Overall, the La Grande 
School District is pleased 
to have the funds from 
the bond and the supple-
mental budget, and the 
district board will make 
optimum use of these 
funds for the benefit of 
their students.

SAFEOREGON
A bullying tip line is rolling out in 

Oregon sponsored by Oregon State 
Police. It is called SAFEOREGON. 
If you see or hear about Bullying, 
Violence, Drugs, or Harm to your 

school or a student, report an anony-
mous tip using SAFEOREGON.  

LaGrande Schools are currently using 
this resource.

Online - safeoregon.com

Email - tip@safeoregon.com

Call or Text - 
844-4-SAFE-OR (844-472-3367).   

You can also download the APP on 
iTunes or Google play.


