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The word on Enrollment... Enrollment Numbers as of Sept. 29, 2017

Central Elementary
  506 students

Island City Elementary
  321 students

Middle School
  529 students

Greenwood Elementary
  321 students   

High School
  699 students

Total Elementary Enrollment 1,148 students  LGSD Total Enrollment 2,377 students

October 6
Greenwood Bus Evac Drill, 8:30 am 

October 6
LHS Seniors Day of Service

11:30 am to 3:00 pm 
October 9

5th Grade Trip to EOU, 10:00 am

October 9
LMS PTO Meeting, 6:00 pm 

October 10
LMS & LHS Fall Choir Concert 

7:00 pm, LHS Auditorium

October 11
School Board Meeting

7:00 pm, DO Conference Room

October 12
Fill Out FAFSA Night

3:30 to 6:30 pm, LHS Library

October 13
No School -- Statewide Inservice

October 13
LHS Football vs. McLoughlin HS

7:00 pm

October 16 - 20
LHS Homecoming Week

October 25 - 27
LHS Musical, 6:00 pm

October 20
LHS Football vs. McLoughlin HS

7:00 pm

Message from the Superintendent
I hope you are all enjoying the fall weather and 
taking advantage of outdoor activities with friends 
and loved ones. I have made it a point to visit 
schools as often as I can this school year; I try to 
get into classrooms, libraries, gymnasiums and 
cafeterias to talk with students, teachers or other 
staff. I typically observe part of a lesson, examine 
our fields and facilities and take the opportunity 

to visit with staff about good things going on as well as offer support in 
resolving concerns.  

Overall I have been pleased with the many exchanges as I have 
witnessed first hand how our administrators, teachers and classified 
staff really care about our youth. I regularly see people going above and 
beyond their basic job expectations. They often put our students' needs 
as their highest priority, and it's obvious they all care deeply about 
the important work they do. I have also noticed many exchanges of 
students behaving in a positive and kind manner, treating one another 
with respect as well as working well with their teachers. When students 
feel safe, connected, valued and supported…they learn at their highest 
levels.  

This Key Communicator newsletter is meant to provide you useful 
information about happenings in the school district in a timely fashion, 
so you can help other community members stay informed, stay 
connected and stay committed to our schools.

I invite you to bookmark our district website (www.lagrandesd.org) in 
order to stay continually updated on great things taking place in our 
school district.

Thank you.

George Mendoza
Superintendent

Upcoming Events
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Central Elementary Ribbon Cuttting

District Celebrates Opening of Brand New 
Central Elementary School 

From Left: Board Chair Merle Comfort, Principal 
Suzy Mayes and former Superintendent Larry 
Glaze cut the ribbon to officially open the new 
Central Elementary School in September. 

Thank a Principal in October!
The month of October is National Principals Month. The La Grande School District says THANK YOU 
to our school principals:
Central Elementary - Suzy Mayes
Greenwood Elementary - Ryan Westenskow
Island City Elementary - John Tolan
La Grande Middle School - Kyle McKinney, Principal & Brett Jackman, Assistant Principal
La Grande High School - Brett Baxter, Principal & Scott Carpenter, Assistant Principal

We hope you take a moment to thank a principal this month!
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Central Elementary Ribbon Cuttting
Dear LGSD School Board Members, Larry Glaze, Bond Committee Members, District Administration, 
Construction Personnel, La Grande Taxpayers and Community Members,

It is with great gratitude that I write this message of appreciation to you. The new Central Elementary School 
is beautiful! Our Central Community calls her “La Grande Central" because she is so GRAND! 

The commitment for this project to be completed took three years from start to finish. The process 
was lengthy, from determining which school needed to be rebuilt to putting together a bond package, 
communicating the package to our community, the passage of the bond, school site selection, designing of 
the school and then overseeing the completion of the projects.

Over 100 community members volunteered their valuable time to serve on various committees to make this 
dream come true. Another 100 members of our community and school employees donated their time to get 
our new school ready for the first day of school.

The amount of support from so many has been heartfelt. Our children and staff love our new learning 
environment, especially the new technology and the security of the new school.

You are always welcomed at Cougar Country. Call ahead and I will be happy to arrange a tour for local 
government, service organizations, local businesses and our patrons.  

In appreciation,
Mrs. Suzy Mayes, Principal, Central Elementary

From Left: Students Zoey Myers, Dylan Crist, Dade Bohannan, Olivia Botts, Griffin Westenskow, 
Sadaf Abdullah, Roman Gardner hold the ribbon during the ceremony. Also pictured is Sandra 
Yeates, Counselor at Central (in red sweater, center). 
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For more on school readiness, visit attendanceworks.org and reachoutandread.org

DID YOU KNOW?
•  Starting in kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school. 

•  Missing 10 percent (or about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read.

•  Students can still fall behind if they miss just a day or two days every few weeks. 

•  Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.

•  Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help children catch up.

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this habit 
in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Good attendance 
will help children do well in high school, college, and at work.

Help Your Child Succeed in School:
Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early
School success goes hand in hand with good attendance!

WHAT YOU CAN DO
•  Set a regular bed time and morning routine.

•  Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.

•  Find out what day school starts and make sure your child has 
the required shots.

•  Introduce your child to her teachers and classmates before 
school starts to help her transition.

•  Don’t let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. Keep in 
mind complaints of a stomach ache or headache can be a sign 
of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.

•  If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to 
teachers, school counselors, or other parents for advice on 
how to make her feel comfortable and excited about learning.

•  Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something 
comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, or  
another parent.

•  Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school  
is in session.

When Do Absences 
Become a Problem?

CHRONIC ABSENCE 
18 or more days

WARNING SIGNS 
10 to 17 days

SATISFACTORY 
9 or fewer absences

Note:  These numbers assume  
a 180-day school year.

©Jason Miczek Photography



Pay Attention to Attendance:
Keep Your Child On Track in Middle and High School
Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in kindergarten and 
continuing through high school. Even as children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in 
making sure students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for success 
in school and on the job. 

DID YOU KNOW?

WHAT YOU CAN DO

• Students should miss no more than 9 days of school each year to stay engaged, successful and on track to graduation.
• Absences can be a sign that a student is losing interest in school, struggling with school work, dealing with a bully or 

facing some other potentially serious difficulty.
• By 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that a student may drop out of high school.
• By 9th grade, regular and high attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th grade test scores.
• Missing 10 percent, or about 18 days, of the school year can drastically affect a student’s academic success. 
• Students can be chronically absent even if they only miss a day or two every few weeks.
• Attendance is an important life skill that will help your child graduate from college and keep a job.

Make school attendance a priority
• Talk about the importance of showing up to school everyday, make that the expectation.
• Help your child maintain daily routines, such as finishing homework and getting a good night’s sleep.
• Try not to schedule dental and medical appointments during the school day.
• Don’t let your child stay home unless truly sick. Complaints of headaches or stomach aches may be signs of anxiety.

Help your teen stay engaged
• Find out if your child feels engaged by his classes and feels safe from bullies and 

other threats. Make sure he/she is not missing class because of behavioral issues 
and school discipline policies. If any of these are problems, work with your school.

• Stay on top of academic progress and seek help from teachers or tutors if 
necessary. Make sure teachers know how to contact you. 

• Stay on top of your child’s social contacts. Peer pressure can lead to skipping 
school, while students without many friends can feel isolated.

• Encourage meaningful afterschool activities, including sports and clubs.

Communicate with the school
• Know the school’s attendance policy – incentives and penalities
• Talk to teachers if you notice sudden changes in behavior. These could be tied to 

something going on at school.
• Check on your child’s attendance to be sure absences are not piling up.
• Ask for help from school officials, afterschool programs, other parents or 

community agencies if you’re having trouble getting your child to school.

www.attendanceworks.org
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Don’t Forget to Call School if Your Child 
Will be Absent
When your child wakes up in the early morning hours sick, of course your first priority is taking care of him 
or her. If your child is sick and unable to attend school, please take a moment to call your school. Here is a 
list of school phone numbers:

Central Elementary School  541-663-3501
Greenwood Elementary  541-663-3601
Island City Elementary  541-663-3271
La Grande Middle School 
    Attendance Office  541-663-3428
La Grande High School 
    Attendance Office 541-663-3311

When weather conditions make travel unsafe, schools may either close for the day, open two hours late with regular 
bus routes or open with snow bus routes. Changes to the school schedule are usually announced by 6 a.m. The 
following methods are used to inform parents, students and staff:

•	 Monitor your phone for a call from “School Reach,” the District’s automated calling system. Calls will be placed 
to the primary phone number listed in each student’s record. 

•	 Check the District Website at www.lagrandesd.org for up-to-date information.
•	 Tune to La Grande radio stations for live updates:

KUBQ - 98.7 FM   KWRL - 99.9 
KCMB – 104.7  KLBM – 1450 AM* can operate during power outages
KOOL – 105.9 FM  Urock- 101.1 FM

How are decisions made?

District administrators closely monitor the weather. Most often, decisions are made in the early morning rather than 
the night before so that the most current weather conditions and forecasts can factor into the decisions. We recognize 
the impact on family schedules, and will communicate any decision as quickly as possible. In the early morning hours 
(typically beginning at about 4:30 a.m.), district and transportation contractor staff drive main roads to assess driving 
and walking conditions. Information is compiled and reported to the Superintendent, who will make the decision 
based on the best available information at that time. We understand these decisions disrupt family life and appreciate 
your patience during these severe weather situations. While we know that our students and families are best served 
when we are open, our top concern is the safety of our students and staff.

What if the storm begins when children are already at school?

We try, if at all possible, not to dismiss school early due to weather, except in rare extreme weather conditions. Young 
children will not be dropped off at bus stops without an adult and releasing early is problematic when families are 
not expecting it. Families may choose to pick up their children early. In most cases staying at school until the regular 
release time is the safest option.

For more details regarding the District’s school closure/delay procedures, including information on snow routes 
and late starts, please visit the District’s Website at www.lagrandesd.org.

Inclement Weather School Delay/Closure Information
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