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Putting all the 
pieces together: 
Northwestern Local School’s Guide to the 
Responsible Reopening of Our Schools 
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The Warrior Way 
Northwestern Local Schools promotes a way of right behaviors 
known as the Warrior Way. These behaviors encourage all 
students to act in a way that respects the rights of others and 
makes our educational community a safe and inviting 
environment. While creating these guidelines, it was important to 
keep the Warrior Way in mind. 

Jesse D. Steiner 
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Having Students  
Physically Present 
Educating Students Safely 
Educating students safely is our number one goal. If we take no safety precautions, we 
risk shutting down school for the entire school year again.  We must be able to balance 
personal freedoms with safety to ensure we keep our doors open for our students to 
learn. There is an inherent level of risk for all students returning to school. This plan is 
intended to mitigate risk, not eliminate it. 

Face Covering 
Face coverings have become a lightning rod issue of contention across the United 
States. While we fully understand the concerns with wearing face coverings and 
challenges they present for students, we need to follow the guidance of the health 
experts at the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention and the Ohio Department of 
Health. 

Northwestern Schools are requiring that masks be worn by all students in grades K-12 
while at school and on buses. Gov. Mike DeWine announced that K-12 students who 
return to school buildings are required to wear masks. The order includes exceptions 
for students who are unable to remove the mask without assistance, have a facial 
deformity that causes airway obstruction or have certain behavioral, psychological or 
developmental conditions, among others. 
  
Our students need to be in school to maximize their learning and growth potential; 
and for their social-emotional health.  Northwestern Local Schools will not be able 
to continue school in-person, if we have a spread of the virus in school. To 
ensure school continues without a long term building/district closure again, we will all 
need to work together. Face coverings being worn by students are the most essential 
piece of the puzzle; especially given that we cannot guarantee six feet of social 
distancing in our schools. 
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From the Ohio AAP and OCHA:  

 The Ohio Children’s Hospital Association 
(OCHA) and the Ohio Chapter, American 
Academy of Pediatrics (Ohio AAP) join together 
in support of the wearing of face coverings/
masks in our hospitals, schools, and 
communities. Coronavirus (COVID-19) affects 
individuals differently and many can be infected with the virus without realizing it – 
an asymptomatic infection. Wearing a face covering/mask reduces the chances of an 
infected individual passing the virus onto others, but only if worn properly, covering 
both one’s nose and mouth. Use of a mask is an important component of COVID-19 
control, along with regular hand washing and physical distancing. 

Families may have mixed feelings of their children wearing face coverings/masks and 
wonder if their child should be exempt from the practice. 

OCHA supports the AAP’s and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 
guidelines for children’s use of face coverings/masks. 

OCHA recommends all children wear face coverings/masks when returning to school 
consistent with AAP and CDC guidelines – and specifically children in grades K-12 – 
with the following exemptions: 

1. Children under the age of 2 years 
2. Any child unable to remove the face covering without assistance 
3. A child with a significant behavioral/psychological issue undergoing treatment that 
is exacerbated specifically by the use of a facial covering (e.g. severe anxiety or a 
tactile aversion) 
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4. A child living with severe autism or with extreme developmental delay who may 
become agitated or anxious wearing a mask 
5. A child with a facial deformity that causes airway obstruction 

Beyond these categories, there are no diagnoses that warrant blanket exemptions 
from wearing a face covering/mask. Specifically, asthma, allergies and sinus infections 
are not a contraindication for using a face covering/mask. 
Families may struggle to get their child to wear a face covering/mask. The challenges 
to accomplishing this for their child may lead them to seek an inappropriate 
exemption for the child upon returning to school. The AAP provides helpful tips to 
normalize mask wearing and make your child feel more comfortable. 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/
Cloth-Face-Coverings-for-Children-During-COVID-19.aspx 

Wearing masks is crucial to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Almost all people, 
including young children, can wear face coverings and surgical/cloth masks safely. 

Risk Mitigation 
Health & Safety 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Ohio Department of Health 
indicate that COVID-19 will be present at the start of the 2020-2021 academic year. 
Also, as has been the experience over the past several months, conditions can change 
rapidly. District and school planning will need to contemplate various contingencies. 
As a result, guidance from the Ohio Department of Education operates under the 
following assumptions: 

• Ohio’s education system must be nimble, flexible, and responsive to ensure the 
health and safety of all students and adults. 

• Schools will need to have the capacity to operate in various modes at different 
times and, sometimes, with minimum advance notice. 
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• When schools are operating with students in the building, they will need to adhere 
to health and safety guidelines set forth by the Ohio Department of Health and 
local health departments. Guidelines may change as circumstances change, which 
most likely should lead to course corrections throughout the year. 

• The traditional school experience as it was known prior to the onset of the 
pandemic will be different, as will many of the day-to-day practices of schools. 
(ODE, 2020) 

According to the Ohio Department of Health, as the state develops the capabilities to 
safely diagnose, treat and isolate individuals who contract COVID-19 and their 
contacts, it will continue the recovery phase of the pandemic and begin to resume 
previously restricted activities, including reopening schools. The risk is that this 
uptick in activity could result in a surge of new cases. The goal of these health and 
safety requirements defined by the Ohio Department of Health is to minimize the 
likelihood of such a surge and to protect the health and safety of students and adults 
consistent with the best understanding of current conditions and effective mediation 
strategies (Ohio Department of Educations, 2020). 

Warrior Health & Safety 
The recommendations from the CDC, the Ohio Department of Health, and the Clark 
County Combined Health District on how to stop the spread of COVID - 19 have not 
changed. The following were reported as confirmed ways to limit the transmission of 
the virus: 

• Physical or social distancing 

• Face mask 

• Eye protection 

• Good hand hygiene 

The Lancet. Physical distancing, face masks, and eye protection to prevent person-to-person transmission of 
SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19: a systematic review and meta-analysis. https://www.thelancet.com/ journals/
lancetarticlePIIS0140-6736%2820%2931142-9fulltextutm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_cam
paign=newsletter_ axiosscience&stream=science 
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Warrior Health & Safety - Assess for Symptoms 
Since COVID-19 spreads so rapidly, it is essential that students (and their caregivers), 
staff, and volunteers conduct daily health checks prior to going to school which 
should include taking their temperature and assessing their symptoms. Anyone with 
symptoms (described below) or a temperature above 100°F should stay home. - 
COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools  
The foundation for reopening our schools will be the ability of our parents, students, 
and staff to assess those who are coming to school for COVID - 19 symptoms. Many 
health care providers and the Clack County Combined Health District require their 
employees to complete a symptom check before they report to work. Reporting to 
work means that the employee acknowledges that they have screened themselves and 
they are symptom-free. Our students (with the help of a parent or caregiver) and staff 
must do the same each day. Here are the symptoms to look for: 

Symptom Yes No Onset Date Still experiencing?
Fever/chills* _____________ 
temp taken
Shortness of breath/Difficulty 
breathing*
Cough*

Sore throat*

Symptoms of respiratory 
infection*
Headache

Unexplained muscle/body aches

Diarrhea or Vomiting

Abdominal pain

Taken medication to control 
symptoms
Loss of taste or smell

Other 
(list):___________________
_____
*Indicates specific symptoms of interest to ODH  
Other is ANY change in health conditions.
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***Students must be symptom free for 72 hours Before returning to 
school. Using medications that are designed to diminish the 
symptoms precludes a student from returning to school as 
symptom free.*** 

Warrior Health & Safety - Safety Guidance 
If a student, staff, or volunteer begins to show symptoms or has a temperature above 
100°F while at school, they must immediately be separated from other students, staff, 
or volunteers, given a face covering, and monitored by a staff member wearing 
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) and maintaining physical distance 
when possible. The space where an individual waits before he or she goes home 
should be separate from the nurse’s office and other areas students are likely to visit. 
Areas of the building that were occupied by a person exhibiting symptoms should be 
thoroughly sanitized. 

School personnel must refer those displaying symptoms of COVID-19 to an 
appropriate health care professional or testing sites. Local health departments should 
be contacted in the case of positive or suspected COVID-19 cases in a school building. 
Local health professionals can help to identify potentially infected or exposed 
individuals and assist with appropriate notifications. Individuals who potentially have 
been exposed should follow quarantine and other recommendations from local public 
health officials and their medical provider. 

Schools must monitor daily absences of students and staff for trends. Importantly, sick 
leave and absence policies should not penalize staff or students for staying home 
when symptomatic or in quarantine or isolation. Staff, volunteers, support workers, 
and students who have suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cannot return to school 
until they meet CDC criteria for return to work/school, and districts should be 
prepared with appropriate plans for absences. Individuals who test positive for or are 
suspected to have COVID-19 must experience an improvement in symptoms and 
isolate for a period of time before returning to school. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Information for health- care professionals about coronavirus 
(COVID-19). June 1, 2020. https:// www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/index.html 
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Warrior Health & Safety - School Staff 
School staff must wear masks. As with other businesses, all school staff and volunteers 
must wear face coverings unless it is unsafe to do so or where doing so would 
significantly interfere with the learning process. 
Exceptions include: 
• Facial coverings in the school setting are prohibited by law or regulation 
• Facial coverings are in violation of documented industry standards 
• Facial coverings are not advisable for health reasons 
• Facial coverings are in violation of the school’s documented safety policies 
• Facial coverings are not required when the staff works alone in an assigned work 

area 
• There is a functional (practical) reason for a staff member or volunteer to not to 

wear a facial covering in the workplace. 
(Schools must provide written justification to local health officials, upon request, explaining why a staff member is 
not required to wear a facial covering in the school. At minimum, facial coverings (masks) should be cloth/fabric 
and cover an individual’s nose, mouth, and chin.) - COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools 
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Warrior Health & Safety - Students in 
Classrooms 
In classrooms where tables are used for student seating, physical barriers will be 
placed between the students. In classrooms where desks are used, the desks will be 
spaced as far apart as possible and all desks will face forward. To mitigate the risk 
exposure for the students and the staff, masks will be required for students. 

Wearing a mask will allow students to interact with their fellow students and teachers 
more freely. Students and staff who are wearing masks can communicate with each 
other at distances of less than 6 feet with an extremely low risk of exposure. - COVID-19 
Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools 

Warrior Health & Safety - Students on Buses 
Students who are being transported to school via school buses are at increased risk for 
transmission by nature of being in an enclosed space for an extended period of time. 
Additionally, buses often transport children from multiple grade levels from different 
parts of the community. - COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools 

There is no way to physically distance students on the bus and still transport all of the 
students who need to be on the bus. Students will be required to wear masks while 
being transported on school buses. A recommended substitution for school 
transportation is voluntary parent transportation. 

Warrior Health & Safety - Hallways & 
Cafeterias 
Keeping a distance of six feet or more between people adds another layer of 
prevention against the spread of COVID-19 by minimizing the chance of coming into 
contact with the virus through respiratory droplets. Distancing of six feet or greater is 
key in preventing droplet spread when speaking loudly, singing, or playing a musical 
instrument, which have been connected to increased respiratory droplet spread.  

Anfinrud, Philip, Stadnytskyi, Valentyn, Bax, Christina E., Bax, Adriaan. Visualizing speech-generated oral 
fluid droplets with laser light scattering. April 15, 2020. New England Journal of Medicine. https://www. 
nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2007800?query=featured_home#arti- cle_citing_articles  
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• School staff should try when possible to maintain 6-foot social distance among 
students, staff, and volunteers in all school environments, including classrooms, 
hallways, restrooms, cafeteria, playground, drop-off and pick-up locations, and 
school buses. Where social distancing is difficult, face coverings are even more 
essential.  

• Reinforce distancing with visual cues such as floor markings and signs.  
• Avoid using shared materials or shared spaces (lockers, cubbies, etc.) Reduce the 

mixing of student groups.  
• Limit the number of visitors to a school and consider eliminating field trips or large 

group events where intermingling often occurs.  
• Due to the nature of band, choir, theater, and other similar classes, 6-feet social 

distancing may not be adequate. Teachers and students should maintain as much 
distance as possible when actively playing and performing.  

• School officials should endeavor to do the best they can to keep social distancing 
on buses. - COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools  

There are some situations in the hallways, in the cafeterias, or in other areas where 
social distancing will be difficult. To mitigate the risk exposure for the students and 
the staff, masks will be required for all students. Additional lunch periods will be 
added and class changes may be staggered to reduce the number of students in 
specific areas. Some students may be assigned to eat in a designated classroom. 

Warrior Health & Safety - Cleaning 
Cleaning, sanitizing, and avoiding shared materials reduces the chance that students, 
staff, and volunteers will come into contact with viruses on surfaces.  

Schools must clean surfaces frequently, paying close attention to high touch areas and 
shared materials, and make sanitation wipes or disinfectants labeled for use against 
SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) available in each room and common space. The sharing of 
supplies and materials should be minimized and if items must be shared, sanitized 
between each user. - COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools 

Northwestern Local Schools will have more personnel available daily to clean 
commonly touched areas throughout the day. Additionally, the school has the ability 

11



Revised 8/12/20

to disinfect each classroom each night and buses after each time students ride the 
bus. 

Not only is it important to keep the buildings cleaned and sanitized, but it is also 
important to keep our hands clean. Northwestern schools will make handwashing 
throughout the day a priority in our elementary school. Additionally, hand sanitizing 
stations will be placed throughout the school. 

Handwashing and sanitizing are important tools in preventing the spread of COVID-19 
by killing the virus. Students, staff, and volunteers should practice frequent 
handwashing for at least 20 seconds when hands are dirty, before and after eating, 
and after using the restroom. Schools must provide opportunities throughout the day 
for handwashing. To supplement handwashing, schools must provide hand sanitizer 
(60% to 95% alcohol based) in high traffic areas including entrances to buildings and 
classrooms, and instruct students and staff to use the sanitizer. Additionally, staff, 
students, and volunteers should avoid touching their mouths, noses, and eyes since 
the virus easily enters the body through these membranes.  
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Educational Options 
 
Warrior In-Person Education 
Northwestern Local Schools intend to start school on August 19th using an in-person 
model of learning. Students and staff will be in their assigned classrooms 5 days a 
week and teachers will use Northwestern Local School’s developed curriculum. Each 
student will be assigned a laptop to use for the year. Students will be expected to have 
their laptop with them for class. Teachers will use a combination of Google Classroom 
lessons and live instruction in the classroom. Lessons will be recorded when possible 
and posted to Google Classroom. Teachers will wear masks or face shields. Teachers 
will try to social distance themselves while in the classroom. Students will not have 6 
feet between themselves and the next student. Physical barriers will be placed 
between students when appropriate. Students in grades 4 and up are strongly 
encouraged to wear a face mask or face shield in the classrooms. To mitigate the risk 
exposure for the students and the staff, masks will be required for all students. 

Warrior Online Education 
Not all students and parents feel that schools will be able to prevent the spread of 
COVID - 19. For those students and parents, Northwestern Local Schools will provide a 
completely online model of education. Students who elect to use this model of 
education will receive credit form Northwestern Schools and will be considered a 
Northwestern student. The curriculum will be purchased from a vendor and 
administered through Northwestern. Northwestern teachers will not be teaching the 
online classes. Online students should not expect to have access to Northwestern 
teachers because the teachers will be focusing on their regularly scheduled classes. 
Students who elect to take online classes will have the option to switch to in-person 
learning at the start of the second semester. Because students who are taking online 
classes are using a different curriculum, it may be difficult for them to transition back 
into the Warrior In-Person model of education. 
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Warrior Remote Education 
Remote learning is different than online learning. Northwestern Local Schools will 
provide remote learning opportunities for students who chose in-person learning but 
are sick and cannot attend class. Students will log into their Google Classroom at the 
time their class has been scheduled. The intent of this form of education is for 
students to be able to keep up with their classwork if they are out of school for a short 
period of time. This form of education is not suitable for long-term and/or full-time 
education. Teachers will be focusing most of their resources on in-person learning. 

Quick References for  
Safety and Learning 
Warrior In-Person Education 
Student Masks: Secondary to the various needs and complexities of the students in 
Northwestern Local Schools, masks will be highly recommended and encouraged, but 

staff  will be flexible with 
implementation of usage based 
on each individual student’s 
needs. The wearing of masks, 
social distancing practices, and 
other COVID 19 precautions 
will be taught within the 
current NWLS PBIS Framework 
and will be associated with 
students and staff  being safe 
and responsible. In certain 
situations and for specific 
grade levels, there will be 
times when students are 
required to wear masks. 
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STUDENTS IN-PERSON AND IN-BUILDINGS DAILY WITH SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
Classrooms 
Student and Parent/Caregiver 
Expectations

Staff Expectations

Parents/Caregivers  
• Conduct a student wellness check 

including temperature prior to 
sending a student to school. 
Students with temperatures over 
100°F must stay home. 

Students  
• In grades K-12, wearing a mask is 

mandatory when entering, exiting, 
or moving around the room. 

• In grades k-12, wearing a mask will 
be mandatory when working 
directly with staff (i.e.- one-on-one, 
small group instruction, etc.) when 
distancing cannot be maintained 
protocol.  

• distance from peers whenever 
possible.  

Teachers/Paraprofessionals/Related Services  
• Ensure classroom setup of desks provides 

physical distancing for students.  
• Wear a mask or face shield at all times. 
• Ensure students maintain physical distance 

whenever possible.  
• Implement PBIS strategies to support being safe 

and responsible with social distancing and 
COVID 19 precautions. 

• Eliminate shared classroom materials. 
• Keep the classroom door open to maximize 

airflow and reduce the number of touches to 
door handles. 

• Use supplies provided to spray desks, chairs, and 
any common materials needed before new 
students transition into the room. 

Custodians 
• Make sure teachers are provided with all 

supplies needed daily including disinfectant and 
paper towels. 

• Disinfect classrooms during teacher plan 
periods, during lunch, and after school. 

Administration 
• Ensure classrooms are physically distanced. 
• Ensure classrooms are disinfected between 

classes, during plan periods, lunch, and after 
school. 

• Ensure supplies are readily available for 
custodians and teaching staff.
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STUDENTS IN-PERSON AND IN-BUILDINGS DAILY WITH SAFETY PROTOCOLS  
Hallways and Common Areas  
Student and Parent/Caregiver 
Expectations

Staff Expectations

Students  
• In grades k-12, wearing a mask is 

required when in hallways or at 
lockers.  

• Report immediately to your 
classroom, upon arrival at school.  

• Follow all signage in the hallways 
and common areas.  

• When possible, stay to the right 
when traveling down hallways and 
using stairs.  

 

Teachers/Paraprofessionals/Related Services  
• Supervise hallways and common areas to 

ensure students are reporting immediately to 
class and not congregating in hallways or 
common areas.  

• Implement PBIS strategies to support being safe 
and responsible with social distancing and 
COVID 19 precautions.  

• When standing in the hallway or playground, 
ensure students are maintaining safe social 
distance by standing on floor markings.  

Custodians 
• Disinfect common areas based on a schedule 

provided by school administration. This 
includes but is not limited to door handles, 
handrails, toilets, stalls, and sinks.  

Administration 
• Ensure proper signage is installed in hallways 

and common areas.  
• Ensure supplies are readily available for 

custodians.  
• Implement PBIS strategies to support being safe 

and responsible with social distancing and 
COVID 19 precautions  

• Implement staggered dismissal times if 
necessary, to maximize physical distancing and 
student safety.  

• When standing in the hallway or playground, 
ensure students are maintaining safe social 
distance by standing on floor markings.  
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STUDENTS IN-PERSON AND IN-BUILDINGS DAILY WITH SAFETY PROTOCOLS  
Dropoff, Pick Up, and Visitors  
Student and Parent/Caregiver 
Expectations

Staff Expectations

Parents/Caregivers  
• Conduct a student wellness check 

including temperature prior to 
sending a student to school. 
Students with temperatures over 
100°F must stay home. 

• Limit visits to school as much as 
possible. 

• Conduct a personal health 
screening prior to coming to a 
school building and do not come if 
you are running a fever higher than 
100°F or showing other symptoms. 

• Follow posted guidelines and read 
all signage whenever entering the 
building. 

• Wearing a mask is required when 
entering the building.  

Students  
• In grades K-12, wearing a mask is 

required when entering, exiting, or 
moving around the building.  

• Report directly to your assigned 
classroom/area upon arrival to 
school.  

• Maintain maximum physical 
distance from peers whenever 
possible in hallways, common 
areas, offices, etc.  

Teachers/Paraprofessionals/Related Services  
• Supervise hallways and common areas to 

ensure students are reporting immediately to 
assigned class and not congregating in hallways 
or common areas.  

• Implement PBIS strategies to support being safe 
and responsible with social distancing and 
COVID 19 precautions.  

Custodians 
• Disinfect common areas based on a schedule 

provided by school administration. This 
includes but is not limited to door handles, 
handrails, toilets, stalls, and sinks.  

• Ensure designated doors are propped open at 
arrival and dismissal.  

• Ensure designated doors are closed after arrival 
and dismissal.  

Administration 
• Ensure adequate supervision is available on bus 

lots, in parking lots, and in common areas of the 
building.  

• Ensure proper signage is installed in hallways 
and common areas.  

• Ensure supplies are readily available for 
custodians.  

• Implement PBIS strategies to support being 
safe and responsible with social distancing and 
COVID 19 precautions.  

• Ensure designated doors are propped open at 
arrival and dismissal.  

• Ensure designated doors are closed after 
arrival and dismissal.  

• Eliminate parent and community volunteers to 
ensure safety and health of students and staff.  

• Implement staggered dismissal times if 
necessary, to maximize physical distancing and 
student safety. 
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STUDENTS IN-PERSON AND IN-BUILDINGS DAILY WITH SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
Meetings and Conferences  
Student and Parent/Caregiver 
Expectations

Staff Expectations

Parents/Caregivers  
• Schedule in advance with 

administrative assistant or program 
administrator.  

• Notify the school of your 
preference to attend meetings in 
person, via phone, or using a 
virtual platform.  

• For a face to face meeting, remain 
in car and call the school number 
to notify that you have arrived for 
your meeting.  

• In person meetings should follow 
appropriate physical distancing 
protocols and it is required that 
masks be worn when entering, 
exiting, and moving around the 
building. 

• Conduct a personal health 
screening prior to coming to a 
school building and do not come if 
you are running a fever higher than 
100°F or showing other symptoms. 

Students  
• Participate in meetings as 

requested by parents/caregivers or 
school staff.  

• Follow physical distancing 
protocols.  

• Wearing a mask is required when 
entering the meeting, exiting the 
meeting, or when moving around 
the building to attend the meeting. 

Teachers/Paraprofessionals/Related Services  
• IEP Meetings, Building Tours, and other Team 

meetings will be scheduled with discretion on 
the number of participants and parent/guardian 
preferences for in-person or virtual meetings.  

•  Some meetings may need to be held virtually 
due to the number of participants. This will be 
evaluated on a case by case situation.  

Custodians 
• Clean and disinfect conference rooms after 

meetings or provide materials for cleaning and 
disinfecting to take place.  

Administration 
• Provide parents/caregivers with options for in-

person, phone, or video conferencing. 
• Ensure physical distancing guidelines are 

followed as much as possible when in-person 
meetings are held.  

• Ensure physical space used for meetings allows 
for distancing guidelines. 
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STUDENTS IN-PERSON AND IN-BUILDINGS DAILY WITH SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
Health Services  
Student and Parent/Caregiver 
Expectations

Staff Expectations

Parents/Caregivers  
• Conduct a student wellness check 

including temperature prior to 
sending a student to school. 
Students with temperatures over 
100°F must stay home. 

• Ensure contact information is up to 
date in the event the nurse needs to 
contact home.  

• Ensure there are multiple, pre-
arranged methods of getting a 
student home from school should 
they become ill or exhibit 
symptoms.  

Students  
• Use designated entrances and exits 

to the office.  
• Following physical distancing 

protocols as much as possible 
when in office.  

• Wearing a mask is required when 
in or moving around the clinic. 

Nurse 
• Wear a mask when working individually with 

students.  
• Ensure the workspace is kept clean and 

sanitized. 
• Ensure physical distancing protocols are 

followed whenever possible. 
• Isolate students who are showing symptoms to a 

separate area away from other students already 
in the clinic. 

• Ensure the clinic is disinfected immediately 
following a student entering who is exhibiting 
symptoms. 

• Ensure doors to the clinic are open to minimize 
use of door handles and to ensure maximum air 
flow to the area.  

Custodians 
• Disinfect clinic based on schedule provided by 

school administration. This includes but is not 
limited to door handles, countertops, seating 
areas, restrooms, etc.  

• Disinfect the isolation area after students who 
utilize the area have left the building.  

Administration 
• Ensure proper signage is installed. 
• Ensure regular cleaning and disinfecting takes 

place in the office area.  
• Ensure seating areas are properly physically 

distanced  
• Ensure the student isolation area is properly 

supervised when in use.  

19



Revised 8/12/20

STUDENTS IN-PERSON AND IN-BUILDINGS DAILY WITH SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
Restrooms  
Student and Parent/Caregiver 
Expectations

Staff Expectations

Students  
• In grades K-12, wearing a mask is 

required when in hallways and in 
restrooms.  

• Follow all signage in the hallways, 
common areas, and restrooms.  

• When possible, stay to the right 
when traveling down hallways to 
get to restrooms.  

• If all restroom stalls are in use, 
students wait on white floor 
markings outside the restroom 
entrance.  

Teachers/Paraprofessionals/Related Services 
• Assist in supervision of restrooms, hallways, and 

common areas between classes. 
• Implement PBIS strategies to support being safe 

and responsible with social distancing and 
COVID 19 precautions.  

Custodians 
• Disinfect restrooms based on schedule provided 

by school administration. This includes but is 
not limited to door handles, toilets, stalls, and 
sinks.  

Administration 
• Ensure proper signage is installed in hallways, 

common areas, and restrooms.  
• Ensure supplies are readily available for 

custodians.  
• Provide reminders, issue warnings, contact 

parents/caregivers, and issue consequences to 
repeated expectation violators.  

• Provide supervision of restrooms between 
classes to ensure limited numbers of students 
are in restrooms at the same time.  

• Implement measures such as closing sinks or 
urinals when necessary to allow for appropriate 
physical distancing.  
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Revised 8/12/20

STUDENTS IN-PERSON AND IN-BUILDINGS DAILY WITH SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
Lunches and Cafeteria  
Student and Parent/Caregiver 
Expectations

Staff Expectations

Parents/Caregivers  
• Limit visits to school as 

much as possible including 
visits to drop off forgotten 
items.  

Students  
• When possible, stay to the 

right when traveling down 
hallways. 

• In grades K-12, wearing a 
mask is required when in 
line or moving around the 
cafeteria.  

• Sit in designated seats  
• Follow guidelines for 

restroom use during lunch 
periods.  

• If bringing a packed lunch, 
report immediately to your 
designated seating area.  

• Follow physical distancing 
guidelines as much as 
possible when in line and in 
the serving areas.  

 

Teachers/Assistants 
• Supervise designated eating areas to ensure students are 

properly physically distanced. 
• Implement PBIS strategies to support being safe and 

responsible with social distancing and COVID 19 
precautions. 

• Wear a mask at all times 
• Monitor and issue passes for bathroom use during 

lunchtime.  
• Use staggered dismissal to ensure physical distancing at the 

end of lunch.  

Custodians 
• Disinfect all tabletops and seats before and after each lunch.  
• Disinfect restrooms and common spaces between lunches. 

This includes but is not limited to door handles, handrails, 
toilets, stalls, and sinks. 

Cafeteria Staff 
• Wear masks while serving food.  
• Clean and disinfect serving areas and tables between 

lunches.  
• Serve all food to students. (Students will not self-serve items 

as they have in the past.) 

Administration 
•  Ensure proper signage is installed in designated eating 

areas.  
• Ensure enough seating is provided to ensure proper 

physical distancing and be practiced.  
• Add additional seating areas on stage, outside, and in the 

practice/aux gym to ensure proper physical distancing.  
• Ensure supplies are readily available for custodians. 
• Implement PBIS strategies to support being safe and 

responsible with social distancing and COVID 19 
precautions.  

• Implement staggered dismissal times if necessary, to 
maximize physical distancing and student safety.  
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Revised 8/12/20

STUDENTS IN-PERSON AND IN-BUILDINGS DAILY WITH SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
Office 
Student and Parent/Caregiver 
Expectations

Staff Expectations

Parents/Caregivers 
• Conduct a personal health 

screening prior to coming to a 
school building and do not come if 
you are running a fever higher than 
100°F or showing other symptoms. 

• Wearing a mask is required when 
entering, exiting, and moving 
around the office/building.  

• In-person office visits should follow 
appropriate physical distancing 
protocols.  

Students  
• Use designated entrances and exits 

to the office.  
• Following physical distancing 

protocols as much as possible 
when in office.  

• In grades K-12, wearing a mask is 
required when in the office.  

 

 

Teachers/Assistants 
• Wearing a mask at all times  
• Follow physical distancing protocols.  

Office  Staff 
• Monitor and control the number of people in 

the office at any one time. 
• Ensure physical distancing guidelines are 

followed as much as possible when in-person 
meetings are held. 

  
Custodians 
• Disinfect office based on schedule provided by 

school administration. This includes but is not 
limited to door handles, countertops, seating 
areas, restrooms, etc. 

  
 Administration 
• Install barriers to protect employees working in 

the main office. 
• Eliminate community and parent volunteers to 

ensure safety of all students.  
• Ensure proper signage is installed in the office 

and leading into the office. 
• Ensure regular cleaning and disinfecting takes 

place in the office area. 
• Ensure seating areas are properly physically 

distanced. 
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