
 

WHAT’S NEW AT BLUE RIDGE  
 

The new school year is posing a challenge to 
educators and families across our state, country, 
and our world. Here in Blue Ridge, we pledge to 
continually strive to adhere to the current COVID-

19 guidance, while 
providing the 
highest quality 
instruction for our 
students. The 
district staff has 
been working 
diligently to prepare 
for the start of 
school. We 
appreciate your 
support and your 

understanding as many aspects of our routines 
continue to change quickly. 
I ask that you use these last days prior to the start 
of school to help your students practice wearing a 
mask. Try different styles, start with short times 
wearing a mask, and lengthen the time over a series 
of days. Some are practicing by wearing their mask 
during a preferred activity. Students should have 
access to multiple masks each day, in case of 
contamination, breakage, etc. Disposable masks are 

just that- made to be disposed of after one use. 
Cloth masks should be washed before wearing 
again. Thank you for assisting us with your positive 
conversations at home. Working together, we will 
be much more successful. 
By August 17, you will find the following important 
documents posted on our district webpage, 
www.blueridge18.org:  
1) Blue Ridge Learning Models-the document that 
outlines the basics of Blue, Silver, and Knights 
2) Learning Links-where you will find links for your 
remote lessons 
3) Covid-19 Return to School Health Plan for 
Families-info and flowcharts for Covid-19 
decisions  
4) Daily Home Health Screenings-the symptom list 
that parents are asked to do with their students 
daily before sending them to school 
5) Attendance form-the form that families will use 
to report attendance to the school offices on all 
remote days 
6) Food Service forms-the form that families will 
use to request meals for remote learning days. 
 
We continue to work on coordinating local 
childcare through the Clinton YMCA. Currently, 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S MONTHLY UPDATE 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
August 17 BRHS Freshman Back to School Night Freshman Blue A-D 5:30-6:00, Freshman Blue E-K 6:00-

6:30, Freshman Silver L-Q 6:30-7:00, Freshman Silver R-Z 7:00-7:30 and Schneider Back to School Drive-

Thru 6-7 p.m. 

August 18 Teacher Institute Day and BRIJHS Back to School Night for 4th grade and new to district students. 

Blue with one parent, 6:00-6:30, Silver with one parent, 6:30-7:00  

August 19 First day of student attendance- Knights and Silver learn remotely, Blue attends on campus 

http://www.blueridge18.org/


we are working to secure a location in Farmer City. 
Registration survey results showed up that 
approximately 30 Blue and Silver students would be 
interested in attending on days that they are 
learning remotely. Seventeen students would be 
interested in after school care following the 2:20 
dismissal on in-person days. We will continue these 
efforts and keep you posted through district 
communication. 

If you haven’t already, please consider getting the 
Blue Ridge CUSD #18 app on your smart phone, 
and allow notifications from both the district and 
your respective school. This is an option for 
extended family members and caregivers alike. 
Also, follow us on Facebook at Blue Ridge CUSD 
#18. 
  

 

PARTIAL ACTION FROM THE AUGUST BOARD OF 
EDUCATION MEETING 

  

  

Martin Morris was hired to be our 7th/8th grade science teacher. Chuck Fry joins the Transportation 

Department as a driver. Chad Acree and Casey Hardesty will serve as BRIJHS Volunteer Baseball Coaches 

and Nyssa Kramer will serve as the BRIJHS Volunteer Softball Coach.  

The Board of Education approved moving the deadline for student physicals from the first day of school to 

October 15, 2020. This is due to the pandemic, which has created difficulty for families to secure appointments 

with their physician. This will only be in effect for the 2020/2021 school year.  

 

FROM BRHS 
 

Extra-Curricular Updates: 

On July 29th the Illinois High School Association modified its Return to Activities Policy.  It stated that certain 

sports will not be allowed to happen in the fall; and they revised their schedules to reflect the following Blue 

Ridge Sports: 

 

Fall (August 10 – October 24, 2020 Traditional Season) 

Boys and Girls Golf—in groups of 50 or less and multiple groups are at least 30 feet apart 

We currently have 18 Students Participating in Golf—9 Boys and 9 Girls 

Football, Volleyball, and Soccer have been moved to the Spring 2021 Season. 

 

Winter (November 16, 2020 – February 13, 2021) 

Boys and Girls Basketball and Competitive Cheerleading 

Teams can play no more than 2 games per week; and No Tournaments of more than 3 teams. 

 

 



Spring (February 15 – May 1) 

Football, Soccer, and Volleyball 

No more than 2 games per week and No Tournaments of more than 3 teams. 

 

Summer (May 3 – June 26) 

Baseball, Softball, Boys and Girls Track 

 

Band/Marching Band 

Must play outside and must be a minimum of 6 feet apart. 

There is to be No Inside Playing; with the exception of strings, percussion, or keyboards. 

There are No Marching Parades or Competitions. 

Our Band is hoping to perform during the Spring Football Season. 

 

 FROM BRIJHS 
 

Baseball and softball are up and running. We are pleased to see our athletes and coaches doing what they love 

to do. Spectators are asked to follow health protocols by wearing masks when unable to maintain 6 foot social 

distancing. We thank you for your understanding and compliance. 

 

The work done by the maintenance staff at BRIJHS this summer has been outstanding. Our junior high 

hallways have been painted, a portion of the former gym floor has been mounted in the gym, and updates 

have been made to the weight room. 

 

 

 

FROM SCHNEIDER ELEMENTARY 
 

Gold Circle of Quality - Congratulations to our Pre-K team!!! This is our second consecutive rating of 
“Gold”.  We received a letter from the ISBE stating that our program has met the highest level of 
quality.  Excelerate Illinois utilizes monitoring visit data and other sources to collect information related to 
instruction, family services, staff qualification, professional development, and program administration.  The 
“Gold Circle of Quality” through Excelerate Illinois is an excellent accomplishment!  
  

WE’VE ENJOYED SEEING YOUR PHOTOS THIS SUMMER AS PART OF SUMMER 

KNIGHTS. WOULD YOU PLEASE JOIN US THIS YEAR BY SHARING YOUR SPIRIT 

PICTURES ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE ON FRIDAYS?  LET’S SEE HOW CREATIVE WE CAN 

BE! #BR_U_KNIGHTED 



  
  
Summer Reading Program - We finished up our first annual Summer Reading Program in July.  This 

program featured six, three hour days of small group reading instruction.  This grant funded program was 

designed around the five pillars of literacy: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and 

comprehension.  We had thirteen students participate.  Thank you to Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Parson, Mrs. Lonergan, 

Mrs. Mitchell and Ms. Schwarzlose for their effort and time in planning and delivering instruction. 

 

FROM THE CURRICULUM DEPARTMENT 
 

ELA teachers collaborated with ROE ELA Coach, Raquel Eshelman, on Balanced Literacy modules. Topics 

this month included Independent and Shared Reading and Writing, Differentiation in a Balanced Literacy 

Classroom, Word Study and Language Workshop, 3rd-5th grade Guided Reading and Writing, 6-8 Guided 

Reading and Writing, Accountable Talk and Questioning, Navigating the Fountas & Pinnell Continuum, 

Management and Fountas & Pinnell Mini Lesson, Fountas & Pinnell Putting It All Together, Lucy Calkins 

Writing:  Reflect & Review, Collective Teacher Efficacy-Using Data, and Benchmark Assessment Training. 

Edmentum was selected as the eLearning platform for the “Knights”. Information regarding Edmentum 
can be found here: https://www.edmentum.com/. Within Edmentum, there will be one program used for 
K-5th grade students and another program used for 6th-12th grade. You can access additional information 
using the links provided. 

 K-5 Calvert Learning:  http://calvertlearning.com/ 
 6-12 Courseware:  https://www.edmentum.com/products/courseware 

 

 

FROM THE TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
 

 

This month, much of our focus has been on training for new staff, preparing classrooms, and readying our 

remote learners and families for the upcoming year.   Last month, we decided to use Clever, an online program 

in place already, as a tool for communicating with families.  This platform has a new communication feature 

rolling out this month.  This is a free service and one that will require teacher training and training for families.  

One perk of using this platform is that teachers can still have autonomy in choosing online programs that 

work best for their classroom needs.  Teachers are encouraged to solely use Clever as a means to communicate 

with families once the communication piece is fully implemented later this month.  Families will have a Clever 

online portal to see apps that are important to them, including the district website and Qmlativ. Each building 

will have a lead teacher who will be trained and able to assist and support building colleagues in this process. 

 

https://www.edmentum.com/
http://calvertlearning.com/
https://www.edmentum.com/products/courseware


 

A few of the technology tasks that occur during the summer: 

● Communicated new pieces for registration to secretaries 

● Communicated new processes for our “Knights” in Qmlativ 

● In progress with testing on new Lab model at the High School 

● Preparing stand-alone system to provide broadcast live streaming 

● Performed summer maintenance on all servers 

● Started process to update systems as they come online from staff returning 

● Wireless segmentation and Guest network setup is underway 
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