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On   Tuesday,   June   30,   Michigan   Governor   Gretchen   Whitmer   released   the    Return   to   School  
Roadmap    for   the   2020-2021   school   year.    The   plan   lays   out   in   detail   the   requirements   and  
recommendations   for   the   re-opening   of   Michigan   school   districts   by   phase.  
 
In   this   document,   we   will   answer   many   of   the   questions   that   are   being   asked   regarding   the  
return   to   school.     Most   of   the   questions   and   answers   in   this   document   are   specific   to  
Phase   4   re-opening.      If   the   status   of   our   region   changes,   the   requirements   and  
recommendations   would   also   change.  
 
This   document   will   be   updated   on   a   regular   basis,   as   new   information   and   guidance   related  
to   the   re-opening   of   schools   is   released   at   the   federal,   state,   and   local   levels.   
 
I   have   tried   to   answer   as   many   questions   as   I   could   think   of.    If   you   have   other   questions,  
please   email   them   to   me   at    kroys@dryden.k12.mi.us .  
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs.   Karen   Roys  
 
 
What   will   my   child’s   school   day   look   like   if   they   are   having   face   to   face   instruction?  
School   hours   are   the   same   as   last   year   -   8:30am-3:35pm.  
 
The   doors   to   the   building   will   be   opened   at   8:20*.    Students   need   to   wear   a   mask   and   go  
directly   to   their   classroom.    Free   Universal   Breakfast   will   be   provided   in   each   classroom.  
Desks   will   all   be   facing   in   one   direction   and   will   be   distanced   as   much   as   possible.    Students  
in   BK/K   are   not   required   to   wear   a   face   mask   but   it   is   highly   recommended.    Students   in   6th  
grade   will   need   to   wear   a   mask   in   class.   (See   more   specific   information   about   mask   wearing  
below.)  
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8:30   -   School   starts.    Students   will   be   required   to   wash   their   hands/use   hand   sanitizer   at   least  
every   2-3   hours.    Teachers   are   encouraged   to   have   class   outside   or   with   windows   open   to  
increase   airflow   as   much   as   possible.  
 
Recess/Lunch   -   Two   grades   will   be   at   recess   and   lunch   at   one   time.    The   playground   will   be  
divided   into   two   areas   so   students   from   different   classes   do   not   interact.    At   lunch   time   we   will  
have   an   alternating   schedule   and   one   group   will   eat   in   the   cafeteria,   socially   distanced.    The  
other   group   will   eat   in   their   classroom.   
 
Specials   Classes   (art,   gym,   music/band,   computers)   -   We   will   have   a   staggered   schedule   to  
reduce   the   number   of   classes   of   students   walking   in   the   hallway   at   one   time.    Students   will  
need   to   wear   a   face   mask   while   in   the   hallway.    Extra   time   is   built   into   the   schedule   and  
specials   classrooms   will   be   sanitized   between   each   group.    Homeroom   classrooms   will   be  
sanitized   when   students   are   out   of   the   room   during   specials.  
 
Dismissal   -   School   is   dismissed   at   3:35.    We   will   have   a   staggered   dismissal   to   reduce  
interaction   between   classes.    There   will   be   no   parent   pick   up   in   the   front   of   the   school.  
Teachers   will   walk   their   students   in   a   parade-like   fashion   out   the   southeast   door.    Bus   riders  
will   get   on   the   bus.    Then   students   will   progress   to   the   parent   pick   up   area.    Lastly,   our  
students   attending   Cardinal   Club   will   be   dropped   off.  
 
*In   the   past   our   doors   have   opened   earlier   and   some   students   have   waited   inside   the  
building.    That   will   not   be   happening   this   year.    If   you   need   information   on   Cardinal   Club   (day  
care)   please   contact   Kelly   Fuerst   at    kfuerst@dryden.k12.mi.us .  
 
What   will   my   child’s   school   day   look   like   if   they   are   having   virtual   instruction   when   we  
are   in   phase   4?  
Your   child’s   teacher   will   give   you   and   them   a   schedule   of   when   they   need   to   log   on   to   the  
Google   Meet   for   instruction   in   the   four   core   areas   -   ELA,   math,   social   studies,   and   science.  
Your   child   will   be   getting   the   same   instruction   at   the   same   time   as   our   students   in   the  
classroom.    Work   tasks   and   learning   materials   will   be   accessible   through   Google   Classroom  
as   much   as   possible.    Instruction   is   all   virtual   but   students   will   likely   need   to   come   to   school  
for   some   the   DRA   and   NWEA   assessment.  
 
We   believe   that   there   is   no   replacing   in   person   instruction.    There   are   things   that   happen  
during   the   course   of   the   day   that   cannot   be   replicated   at   home.    We   cannot   promise   that,  
despite   our   best   efforts,   distance   or   online   learning   will   be   as   effective   as   the   instruction   a  
child   receives   in   person.  
 
If   we   choose   the   virtual   option,   for   how   long   are   we   committing?  
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We   are   asking   that   you   make   the   commitment   for   the   whole   marking   period.    If   you   find   that  
the   virtual   instruction   does   not   meet   your   needs   please   contact   Mrs.   Roys.    We   want   to   make  
sure   people’s   needs   are   being   met.    I   understand   that   it’s   hard   to   know   what   it   will   actually   be  
like   until   your   child   tries   it.  
 
Does   attendance   count   for   the   virtual   option?  
The   same   attendance   requirements   apply   to   our   virtual   students   as   our   in-person   students.  
To   get   credit   for   attendance,   your   child   needs   to   attend   all   online   sessions.  
 
What   are   the   expectations   of   students   for   the   virtual   learning   option?  

1. Join   your   classroom   Google   Meet   every   day   for   every   core   class.  
2. Complete   the   work   your   teacher   gives   you   on   Google   Classroom.  
3. Ask   questions   of   your   teacher   when   you   are   online   with   them.  
4. Learning   is   to   be   your   primary   activity   during   the   online   instruction   time.    These   are  

short   periods   of   time   during   the   day.    Please   make   sure   you   have   used   the   bathroom,  
eaten,   and   taken   care   of   any   other   needs   you   anticipate.  

5. Have   a   learning/school   area   in   your   house.    All   of   the   expectations   in   school   -   sit   up,  
pay   attention,   appropriate   clothing,   staying   in   one   spot,   etc.   -   apply   at   home.  

6. The   camera   on   your   device   needs   to   be   turned   on   and   you   must   be   visible   to   your  
teacher.  

7. No   other   devices   (phones)   are   to   be   used   during   this   time.  
8. This   time   is   not   show   and   tell.    Do   not   bring   pets,   younger   siblings,   etc.   to   your   class  

time.  
 
What   are   the   expectations   for   parents   for   our   virtual   option?  

1. Parent   expectations   will   vary   based   on   the   age   and   needs   of   your   child.  
Parents/guardians   of   younger   children   will   likely   need   to   be   right   next   to   them   during  
all   instruction   and   guide   them   in   the   accessing   of   work   and   learning   supplies   on  
Google   Classroom.  

2. Provide   a   quiet   school   environment   for   your   child.  
3. Please   understand   that   some   days   there   are   unexpected   things   that   happen   in   the  

classroom   and   the   instruction   time   will   not   be   exactly   as   planned.  
 
What   are   the   expectations   for   the   school   for   our   virtual   option?  

1. Your   child's   teacher   will   share   a   class   schedule   with   times   for   your   child   to   log   on   for  
instruction.  

2. The   teacher   will   interact   with   all   students   (virtual   and   in   person)   answering   questions  
to   assist   in   and   assess   learning.  

3. Your   child's   teacher   will   share   a   Google   Link   with   you/your   child.  
4. Your   child's   teacher   will   try   as   much   as   possible   on   a   daily   basis   to   stick   to   your  

classroom   schedule.  



5. Your   child’s   teacher   will   put   as   much   learning   materials   and   tasks   in   Google  
Classroom   as   they   can   to   make   the   virtual   learning   at   home   similar   to   what   classmates  
are   doing   in   school.  

6. Food   service   will   still   be   provided   for   your   child   if   you   are   interested   in   that.    All  
elementary   students   get   Universal   Free   Breakfast.    Lunch   prices   will   be  
free/reduced/full   price   ($3.00).    There   will   be   a   cold   and   hot   lunch   option   available.  

 
What   if   our   region   is   moved   back   to   Phase   3   or   a   class   has   to   be   quarantined   at   home?  
If   the   district   or   your   child’s   classroom   is   moved   to   all   virtual,   your   child’s   schedule   and  
instruction   will   be   the   same   as   all   other   students   in   their   class.    If   that   happens   their   changed  
schedule   will   be   communicated   to   you.  
 
Is   the   District   permitted   to   return   students   to   in-person   instruction   in   the   2020-2021  
school   year   with   traditional   class   sizes.     Yes.    In-person   instruction   is   allowed   as   long   as  
we   are   in   Phase   4,   5,   or   6.  
 
What   happens   if   our   region   regresses   back   to   Phase   3?    Face   to   face   instruction   is   not  
allowed   in   Phase   3.   
 
What   will   virtual   instruction   look   like   if   we   are   in   Phase   3?    Students   will   receive   access   to  
virtual   instruction   five   days   a   week.    Instruction   will   continue   to   be   delivered   by   Dryden  
Elementary   School   teachers,   presenting   the   curriculum   and   content   through   lessons   and  
activities   via   Google   Classroom,   Zoom,   and   Google   Meet   discussion.    If   we   close   your   child’s  
specific   schedule   will   be   communicated   with   you   and   them.    Our   virtual   instruction   will   not   be  
the   same   as   last   spring.    Requirements   are   much   more   stringent   than   in   spring.    Attendance  
and   participation   is   mandatory.    Students   will   earn   grades   based   on   their   achievement.  
 
What   happens   if   our   region   goes   to   Phase   5?    The   Safety   guidelines   are   less   stringent.  
Some   of   the   required   elements   are   no   longer   required   but   are   highly   recommended.  
 
Will   students   have   to   wear   face   masks?  
Face   masks   must   be   worn   by   BK-5   grade   students   on   the   bus   and   when   they   are   in   common  
areas   (hallways,   bathrooms,   etc.)   unless   they   cannot   medically   tolerate   one.   If   that's   the   case  
we   will   need   a   doctor's   note   indicating   that.  
 
For   students   in   grades   BK-5,   face   masks   will   not   be   required   to   be   worn   in   their   classroom.  
However,   it   is   highly   encouraged.    Iif   there   is   a   situation   where   students   from   different   classes  
will   be   mixing,   all   of   the   students   in   those   situations   will   be   required   to   wear   a   mask.   
 
6th   grade   students   will   be   required   to   wear   a   face   mask   on   the   bus   and   all   day   in   class   with  
the   exception   of   eating   meals.  



 
BK-6th   grade   students   will   not   be   required   to   wear   a   mask   at   recess.   They   will   be   separated  
from   other   classes   if   another   class   is   outside   at   recess   at   the   same   time.  
 
Will   the   staff   have   to   wear   face   masks?  
All   staff   will   be   required   to   wear   a   face   mask   unless   they   cannot   medically   be   tolerated.  
 
Will   visitors   have   to   wear   a   face   mask?  
All   visitors   who   are   medically   able   to   tolerate   a   mask   are   required   to   wear   one   in   school.  
 
Is   the   district   providing   face   masks?  
The   district   is   providing   at   least   one   washable   mask   per   student.   PLEASE   PLEASE   PLEASE  
make   sure   your   child's   mask   has   their   name   written   on   it.   We   recommend   that   you   send   extra  
masks   for   your   child   in   a   baggie   to   be   kept   in   their   locker.  
 
What   if   my   child   cannot   medically   tolerate   a   face   mask?   
The   Dryden   Mask   Exemption   Form   can   be   found   on   our   website   (drydenschools.org).    Go   to  
menu,   COVID   19   Resources   and   you’ll   find   the   Dryden   Mask   Exemption   Form.    You   can   also  
request   one   in   our   front   office.   
 
Are   face   shields   acceptable   as   an   alternative   to   masks?  
No,   per   guidance   from   the   Lapeer   County   Health   Department.    However,   there   might   be   a  
situation   where   your   child   cannot   tolerate   a   face   mask   but   can   wear   a   face   shield.    We   would  
need   medical   documentation   of   this.    You   would   use   the   Dryden   Mask   Exemption   Form   for  
this.  
 
Is   social   distancing   required   in   schools   and   busses?  
No,   but   we   are   doing   what   we   can   to   keep   students   apart   from   each   other.    Each   group   will  
be   kept   separate   from   other   groups.    If   that   is   not   possible,   such   as   on   the   bus,   students   will  
need   to   wear   face   masks.  
 
What   are   we   doing   to   keep   students   and   staff   safe?  
We   are   following   all   of   the   Required   safety   requirements   and   as   many   of   the   Strongly  
Recommended   and   Recommended   that   we   feasibly   can.   We   want   to   keep   everyone   as   safe  
as   we   possibly   can.  
 

● Classes   will   be   prevented   from   interacting   with   other   classes   as   much   as   possible.  
Lunches   will   alternate   between   a   single   class   in   the   cafeteria   and   in   the   classroom   or  
outside   (weather   permitting.)   Recess   will   either   be   one   class   outside   at   a   time   or   areas  
roped   off   so   students   from   different   classes   cannot   interact   with   each   other.   Schedules  



that   would   require   multiple   classes   to   walk   in   the   hallway   at   the   same   time   will   be  
staggered   to   prevent   that   from   happening.  

● Air   purifiers   have   been   purchased   for   each   classroom.  
● Students   and   staff   will   have   access   and   opportunity   to   frequently   wash/sanitize   hands.  
● Staff   will   complete   a   self-screener   daily   prior   to   arriving.  
● Parents   are   strongly   encouraged   to   monitor   their   child's   health   (including   temperature)  

and   keep   them   home   if   they   are   sick.  
● To   the   extent   possible,   social   distancing   will   be   strongly   encouraged.   Desks   will   be  

placed   as   far   apart   as   is   feasible.   All   desks   will   be   facing   in   the   same   direction.  
● Sharing   of   items   needs   to   be   limited   as   much   as   possible.   Students   will   want   their   own  

pencil   case/box.  
● If   there   are   areas   where   people   might   be   waiting   such   as   the   front   office,   there   will   be  

tape   to   remind   people   to   social   distance.  
● We   will   have   plexiglass   shields   in   areas   such   as   the   front   office   and   cafeteria   line.  

 
  What   will   our   cleaning   procedures   be?  
Frequently   touched   surfaces   such   as   light   switches,   doors,   bathrooms   will   be   sanitized   a  
minimum   of   every   four   hours.   Specials   (art,   gym,   technology,   music,   and   band)   rooms   will   be  
sanitized   between   each   group   of   students.   Specials   will   be   encouraged   to   be   outside   when  
weather   permits   and   it's   feasible   to   do   so.    Rooms   that   have   groups   of   students   from   different  
classes   in,   such   as   our   para   pro   rooms,   will   be   cleaned   between   each   group   of   students.  
Student's   desks   will   be   wiped   down   after   every   class   period.    All   rooms   will   be   disinfected  
overnight   with   an   electrostatic   cleaner.    Busses   will   be   cleaned   and   disinfected   before   and  
after   every   route.    We   will   be   using   an   EPA-approved   disinfectant   or   diluted   bleach   solution  
for   cleaning   and   disinfecting.  
 
What   will   the   procedures   be   on   the   bus?  
Students   will   be   required   to   use   hand   sanitizer   before   entering   the   bus.    All   students   and   staff  
on   the   bus   will   be   required   to   wear   a   face   mask   unless   it   cannot   be   medically   tolerated.  
Busses   will   be   cleaned   and   disinfected   before   and   after   every   route.  
 
Will   visitors   be   allowed   in   the   building?  
It   is   strongly   recommended   that   visitors   not   be   allowed   in   the   school   building   except   under  
extenuating   circumstances.   Visitors   will   be   allowed   in   the   front   office   area   but   parents   will   not  
be   allowed   to   walk   with   their   child   to   their   classroom.   At   the   end   of   the   day   parents   will   not   be  
allowed   to   pick   up   their   child   in   the   office   area   as   has   been   a   practice   in   the   past.   All   parent  
pick   up   at   the   end   if   the   school   day   will   be   outside   in   the   back   of   the   school.    Parents   will   still  
be   able   to   meet   with   teachers   but   that   will   likely   need   to   be   scheduled   in   advance.     All   visitors  
who   are   medically   able   to   tolerate   a   mask   are   required   to   wear   one   in   school.  
 



What   will   happen   if   a   student   or   staff   member   displays   symptoms   of   COVID-19?     They  
will   immediately   be   quarantined.    That   student   will   not   be   allowed   to   finish   the   school   day   or  
be   able   to   ride   the   bus   home.  
 
What   if   the   student   or   teacher   tests   positive   for   COVID-19?  
The   District   is   required   to   cooperate   with   the   Lapeer   County   Health   Department   to   track   any  
positive   cases   in   order   to   collect   information   about   contacts.  
 
If   my   child   is   in   the   same   classroom   as   someone   who   has   tested   positive   or   has  
symptoms   of   COVID-19,   will   they   need   to   quarantine?  
We   will   follow   the   direction   of   the   Lapeer   County   Health   Department.    The   Return   to   School  
Roadmap   does   not   automatically   require   everyone   in   the   classroom   to   quarantine.   
 
Will   my   child   have   their   temperature   taken   at   school   every   day?  
No.    We   are   strongly   encouraging   parents   and   guardians   to   monitor   their   child’s   health,  
including   temperature,   at   home.    Please   do   not   send   your   child(ren)   to   school   if   they   are   ill.  
 
What   role   will   the   Lapeer   County   Health   Department   play?  
The   District   must   cooperate   with   local   public   health   agencies   to   implement   protocols   for  
screening   staff   and   students.    The   District   will   also   work   with   the   Lapeer   County   Health  
Department   in   the   event   that   a   confirmed   case   of   COVID-19   is   identified.    In   addition,   the  
District   must   collect   information   regarding   close   contacts   from   two   days   prior   to   the   display   of  
symptoms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


