
 
Edgecomb Eddy School 
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Ira Michaud, Principal imichaud@aos98schools.org 
 
August 11, 2020 
 
Dear Edgecomb Eddy Community, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family well.  Please make sure you read the whole letter.  There is a 
lot to explain and consider, and this communication, in conjunction with the reopening plan, hopes to 
answer many of the questions you might have for this upcoming year.  Please recognize that our 
determinations are guided by the Maine Department of Education (DOE) and the CDC; therefore the 
majority of the guidelines are mandated and not subject for negotiation.  
 
Our staff, school board members, and Reopening Advisory Committee members are pleased to share our 
plan for returning to in-person learning.  As all of you know, every county in the state of Maine received 
a green designation in regards to models for reopening.  They will be sending out a reassessment of 
county designations this coming Friday, August 14, as well as Friday, August 28.  If Lincoln county 
were to receive a yellow designation, then the AOS 98 administrative team and the EES Reopening 
Advisory Committee would consult and make determinations on if we need to proceed differently. 
 
Before getting into the specifics of reopening, an excerpt taken from the CDC’s document “The 
Importance of Reopening Schools this Fall” expresses why Edgecomb Eddy is focusing on a plan for 
face-to-face instruction: 

Schools are an important part of the infrastructure of our communities, as they provide safe, 
supportive learning environments for students, employ teachers and other staff, and enable 
parents, guardians, and caregivers to work.  Schools also provide critical services that help meet 
the needs of children and families, especially those who are disadvantaged, through supporting 
the development of social and emotional skills, creating a safe environment for learning, 
identifying and addressing neglect and abuse, fulfilling nutritional needs, and facilitating 
physical activity.  School closure disrupts the delivery of in-person instruction and critical 
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services to children and families, which has negative individual and societal ramifications.  The 
best available evidence from countries that have opened schools indicates that COVID-19 poses 
low risks to school-aged children, at least in areas with low community transmission, and 
suggests that children are unlikely to be major drivers of the spread of the virus.  Reopening 
schools creates opportunity to invest in the education, well-being, and future of one of America’s 
greatest assets—our children—while taking every precaution to protect students, teachers, staff 
and all their families.  (See CDC - Reopening Schools for the full text and references.) 
 

Attached in this email is a document that should provide you with the details about what is happening at 
school to prepare for in-person learning.  This Reopening Plan was approved by our school board last 
night.  School at Edgecomb Eddy is going to look very different than in the past, but this is what we 
must do in order to open our doors.  There are requirements of parents/guardians, especially when 
ensuring your children are healthy before coming to school each day.  You will see in the document that 
we don’t have ALL the answers yet, but I will keep you updated as I am able. 
 
Also approved at last night’s board meeting was the revised school calendar (attached). Please discard 
any old calendars you may have for this upcoming year, and replace them with this new one. This 
calendar was changed to allow for more professional development time before the start of school; 
therefore the STUDENTS’ FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IS TUESDAY, SEPT. 8th.  
 
The school board also approved the plan to offer in-person learning on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays.  Each Wednesday we will be offering a remote component for ALL. The details of this are 
still to be determined, but the expectation at this time is that there will be opportunities for online 
teacher connections as well as time for faculty and staff to plan lessons and units of instruction for both 
in-person and remote learners. There is a lot of work ahead of us, and time is necessary for us to be able 
to meet the new demands.  
 
The decision for remote Wednesdays was made for just the first trimester, which ends on November 
20th. By then we hope to be able to assess the benefits and/or stumbling blocks of this plan, and a 
determination will be made about the subsequent trimesters. We hope that this plan allows a midweek 
break to remove the masks (for both students and adults), a midweek thorough sanitization of the school, 
and a chance for distance learners to connect with their teachers and check-in. Please know that we will 
also be conducting routine cleanings throughout each school day when in-person learning is taking 
place.  
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IN-PERSON, REMOTE LEARNING, HOMESCHOOLING…WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES, 
AND WHAT OPTIONS DO YOU HAVE? 
 
I hope that by now you have a better understanding of what in-person learning is going to look like at 
Edgecomb Eddy.  What hasn’t been explained, however, is the fact that we are going to be accessing our 
outdoors for learning as much as possible.  Presently, we are developing an order for materials to erect 
tarp or tent shelters that would cover each cohort of students. We will put these in the field areas or the 
woodline, making it easier to conduct work outside and to do so while meeting distance requirements.  If 
the students are able to spread out beyond 6 feet, this will allow a learning opportunity for them without 
the requirement of wearing a mask/face covering.  Mrs. Bezon and I are scheduling a workday to open 
up our paths and prepare these cites.  More news on this will be forthcoming. 
 
Remote learning, should you choose this for your child/ren, may be different from the Zoom 
meetings/lessons we conducted in the spring.  Presently, we are looking into different remote learning 
curriculums that will best align with our in-person learning or will be manageable for families to deploy 
and supervise with their child.  It really is too soon to give you definite information about this right now, 
but I will keep you abreast of decisions as they are made.  
 
Homeschooling would mean that parents/guardians elect to unenroll their children from the public 
school system and opt to apply to the State DOE for homeschooling approval. For more 
information…Maine DOE homeschool link . 
 
In order for us to plan accordingly, we are asking parents/guardians to make a decision about their 
child’s educational plan for this first trimester and inform us by Friday, August 21st.  I will be 
attempting to make direct contact via phone calls to all households this Thursday and Friday (I may have 
to extend to next Monday depending on the time needed to complete these contacts). We are asking that 
rather than having a child attend school in-person a day here and there, you make the commitment for 
the whole trimester. Having this information allows us to assign staff accordingly, maintain a safe 
learning environment, and allows teachers to prepare for the best possible outcomes for learning.  
 
It is likely that the plans and information I am sharing with you today will continue to change.  I am 
committed to keeping you informed, so I ask that you check your emails routinely. This information will 
be posted on the website and the link shared through our Facebook page. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to give this decision careful consideration.  Please be in touch with 
questions or concerns you may have, and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  
 
Best,  
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