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August 11, 2020 
 
Dear Ada-Borup Families,  
 
At the regular school board meeting for August, the Ada-Borup School Board approved returning to in-person learning 
for all students to begin the 2020-21 school year. We feel it is very important for students to have in-person 
interactions with their teachers to start the school year. While this is the instructional model currently approved, we 
will be continuing to monitor COVID-19 case counts in Norman County, as well as surrounding counties. We will 
continue to work with local public health officials on the effect of local cases on the Ada-Borup School.  
 
We are hopeful to continue with in-person learning for an extended period of time into the school year. The ability to 
do so will be largely affected by local decisions within our communities. If case counts become too high we will be 
forced to switch to a different learning mode, either hybrid or distance learning.  We at Ada-Borup Schools are asking 
you to please make smart decisions and take the effects of COVID-19 seriously as not doing so can have a negative 
impact on our students and staff.  
 
While we are returning to in-person learning, school will still look vastly different from when we switched to distance 
learning last school year. One major change will be the requirement of face coverings. The Minnesota Department of 
Education is requiring all students in grade K-12 to wear face coverings when in a school building or a school vehicle.  
We will be strictly enforcing this rule at Ada-Borup to ensure the safety of our students and staff.  Students in grades K-8 
also have the ability to wear a face shield instead of a face covering. We will be encouraging classes to be outside as 
much as possible to start the year where masks are not required and we can maintain social distancing.  There will be 
other times where masks are not mandatory such as: eating or drinking, physical activity where level of exertion makes 
wearing face coverings difficult, indoor performances, and when communicating with a person who is deaf or hard of 
hearing.  The only exceptions to face coverings needing to be warn will be anyone who cannot tolerate a face covering 
due to developmental, medical, or behavioral health needs.  
 
In the elementary we will be incorporating classroom adjustments to ensure all students will be able to remain in the 
building and will experience very little change in routine in the event that the elementary needs to switch to a hybrid 
model. Individual desks will be used instead of tables and arranged to maximize space between students in each 
classroom. Hallways will be marked which direction for students to walk and in common areas 6 feet of space will be 
marked. Class hallway time and bathroom breaks will be built into the schedule to minimize intermixing of classes. 
Recess will be done by each individual class with only one class at recess at a time.  
 
The high school will also be incorporating a lot of social distancing concepts. Desks will be arranged to maximize space 
between students. In classrooms that have tables, tables will be limited to the number of students sitting there. The 
main hallways in the high school will become one-way hallways. Students will be encouraged to use backpacks 
throughout the school day to minimize time spent at lockers.  
 



These are just a few of the changes that will be implemented this year due to the pandemic. The full 2020-21 school 
planning guide is scheduled to be released and posted to the website next week.  
 
All families will have the option to participate in distance learning, rather than the chosen school model, if they choose. 
For more information on the requirements of distance learning and to enroll your child into distance learning, please 
see this form: https://5il.co/je22 
 
One area that we will be asking parents to be especially vigilant in this year is monitoring your child for illness. We ask 
that you do a visual check, temperature check, and ask your child daily about any symptoms they have or may be 
feeling. If for any reason you suspect your child is sick they will need to stay home. Any child who needs to stay home 
will have the ability to still participate in school, just through virtual in-person instruction that day. Home screening will 
be vital throughout the year in keeping all of our staff and students safe and allowing us to remain with in-person 
instruction.  
 
We are eagerly awaiting the start of the 2020-21 school year and are very excited for the opportunity to have students 
back in the building. We will continue to work with families and local health officials to ensure we can give our students 
the best learning experience possible.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Aaron Cook 
Superintendent 

 

https://5il.co/je22

