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GCMS RETURN-TO-LEARN PLAN 

Key Commitments to Effec-
tively Opening School in 
the Fall 

 Collectively commit to 
monitoring the wellness 
of our students and staff 
to keep those who are 
not well at home. 

 Execute consistent 
best practices in learn-
ing and sanitizing our 
buildings and buses. 

 Develop a plan to 
most effectively monitor 
a possible increase in 
illness within our district 
while maintaining re-
spect for the privacy of 
our families and staff in 
partnership with regula-
tion agencies.  

 The ability to deliver 
instruction in the class-
room. 

Document prepared 

and presented by 

GCMS CUSD #5 

Board of Education, 

GCMS Return-to-

Learn Committee, 

and Administrative 

Team.  

 

Welcome back Falcon Family! 

We at GCMS believe that learning happens most 
effectively through direct instruction and we have 
always worked hard to ensure that our families 
are a valued partner in the education of their chil-
dren. At GCMS we have always focused on edu-
cating the whole child, which means meeting the 
physical, academic, and social-emotional needs  
of every child. To meet these needs, we see it as 
essential for our school to be open as normal as 
possible in fall of 2020.   

We want the public to know that we don’t believe 
there are any “right” answers for GCMS in this 
moment, but we are working hard to find the 
“best” and most “reasonable” answers to very dif-
ficult questions. The information communicated 
within this document is based upon what we 
know at this moment (August 3); however, we al-
so want you to know that we are going to be 
quick to adjust as our knowledge and circum-
stances change.  

August 3, 2020  
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Collective Commitment to 
Wellness 

In order to keep our students, staff, and fami-
lies healthy, we need everyone to share the 
responsibility for attentiveness to wellness. 
Every individual needs to be attentive to the 
symptoms related to COVID-19 (see list on 
page 4). In a situation where there is any 
doubt at all, students and staff must stay 
home until symptoms are resolved. We recog-
nize the inconvenience this will cause but it is 
an essential expectation of our ability to re-
main in-person this school year.  

We believe that waiting to take temperatures 
when students arrive at school creates a 
greater disruption for students/families and 
will endanger more students and staff. In-
stead, we expect every family to check tem-
peratures at home prior to sending students to 
school to avoid disruption of parents at work 
when the child needs to be picked up and to 
avoid the potential exposure of others at 
school.  

What can 
you do as a 
parent? 

 Consistently take 
your student’s  
temperature before 
school everyday.  

 Send your students 
to school with 3-5 
clean, school-
appropriate masks 
daily.  

 Complete the self-
certification form 
for each child 
through our GCMS 
app before arrival 
at school everyday.  

 Practice good hand
-washing at home. 

 Provide your stu-
dent with personal 
–use hand sanitiz-
er, disinfecting 
wipes, and hand 
lotion.  
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Student Attendance and Health Expectations 

We believe that the single most important action we take in order to ensure we stay open 
in the fall is to ensure people who are sick stay home until they are well. Temperature 
checks at home are essential. As a community we need to commit to this daily effort and 
need to trust one another in the effort.  

When should I keep my child at home? 

In addition to the guidelines currently listed in the school handbook, we ask parents/guardians to 
monitor their children on a daily basis for COVID-19 symptoms.  

Keep your child at home if he/she exhibits any of the following symptoms:  
 

How do I report my child’s absence?  

1. Call the school to report the absence by 9:00 AM.  

2. When reporting a student absent from school, you will be asked to report on the specific 

COVID-19 related symptoms listed above. While you are not obligated to provide that infor-

mation, it will be helpful in our monitoring and reporting with our local health department.  

3. If you are leaving a message, we ask that you please list your child’s symptoms.  

Will the school conduct temperature checks upon student arrival? 

No. There will be schools that do temperature checks at school. We have decided to put our trust 

in our families to do this. We believe that waiting to take temperatures at school is too late as it 

may lead to unnecessary exposure. The community’s commitment to temperature checks is cru-

cial to our ability to open and stay open.  

What are the protocols if a child or staff member presents COVID-19 symp-
toms at school?  
 Students and staff who test positive or exhibit any symptoms of COVID-19 should stay home 

until symptom-free or until you can bring in documentation of a negative COVID-19 test. .  

 Students and/or staff who show symptoms of COVID-19 while at school will immediately be 
separated from the rest of the school population and will be evaluated by the school nurse, 
building principal, or other designated school staff member.  

 If a student or staff member is ill, they will be sent home. We ask that parent/guardians pick 
up an ill student as soon as possible.  

 Staff and parents of students recovering from illness related to COVID-19 should contact the 

school nurse or building principal before returning to school.  CDC and IDPH guidelines will 

be followed with regards to returning to school and work.  

 

***If your student has specific health needs, please communicate those with your child’s          

 Congestion or runny nose 

 Sore throat 

 New loss of taste or smell 

 Headache 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Fatigue 

 Temperature at or above 100.4 (must be checked at 
home daily) or chills 

 Cough            

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing    

 Nausea or vomiting  

 Diarrhea  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/schools-guidance
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Remote  

Access  

 

All students in grades 

6-12 will be provided 

with chromebook de-

vices this year. Stu-

dents in grades 4 

and 5 will be as-

signed devices but 

they will be  kept at 

school most nights.  

 

If families need as-

sistance securing re-

liable internet, devic-

es, or teaching ma-

nipulatives, we are 

committed to assist-

ing that process. 

Please reach out to 

your student’s princi-

pal for help.  

Elementary Principal: 

Kean.Justin@gcmsk12.org 

Middle School Principal: 

Bielfeldt.Kyle@gcmsk12.org 

High School Principal: 

garard.christopher@gcmsk1

2.org 

Consistent Best Practices for 
Learning and Sanitizing  
 

GCMS students will attend school in-person on Mon-

day, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday to start the 2020 

school year. On Wednesdays (starting August 26), 

all students will participate in remote learning in-

struction from home while the schools are thoroughly 

sanitized. GCMS teachers and staff will engage with 

students remotely through one platform consistently: 

Pre-K through 3rd grade will utilize the Seesaw app 

and 4th-12th grade will engage through Google 

Classroom.   

We intend to maintain open communication with lo-

cal health agencies and will leverage AAP, IDPH, 

and CDC guidelines to provide for the well-being of 

our students and staff. In the event of a spike in 

COVID-19 positive cases or a state-wide closure we 

will revert to remote learning.  

mailto:KEAN.JUSTIN@GCMSK12.ORG
mailto:BIELFELDT.KYLE@GCMSK12.ORG
mailto:GARARD.CHRISTOPHER@GCMSK12.ORG
mailto:GARARD.CHRISTOPHER@GCMSK12.ORG
https://web.seesaw.me/platforms
https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/6388136?hl=en
https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/6388136?hl=en
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/schools-guidance
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/schools-guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/index.html
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High School 

 Doors open for stu-

dents with scheduled 

appointments for ac-

ademic help at 7:30.  

 Doors open to all oth-

er students at 8. 

 Grab-n-go breakfast 

available from 8:00-

8:15.  

 All students moving 

to first hour class-

room by 8:10.  

 8:15-8:20 first hour 

starts.  

 All students must 

leave building by 3:30 

unless receiving aca-

demic help.  

Calendar and Schedule  
This document is our school year calendar which shares start and end dates, quarters, holidays, and 

days that we have either abbreviated schedules or no student attendance.   The calendar is created ac-

cording to state requirements trying to best respect the educational process and all those that are im-

pacted.  You will notice that we have incorporated breaks throughout the year, both holiday and addi-

tional, in order to recognize both the values of educational time and family time.  We hope by incorpo-

rating extended breaks at Thanksgiving, winter break, spring break, and some extended weekends fami-

lies will plan accordingly and ensure attendance on student attendance days. Every Wednesday starting 

Wednesday, August 26th will be FULL Remote Learning Days for students and staff and in-person 

attendance will NOT be allowed for students. 

Elementary 

School  

 Doors open for stu-
dents at 8:00. 

 Students eating 
breakfast report to 
cafeteria from 8:00 - 
8:15.  

 All other students  
report to class-
rooms.   

 Dismissal at 3:18. All 
students must exit 
the building by 3:30.  

 CAPS students re-
port to cafeteria. For 
information on CAPS 
contact capsteach-
ers@yahoo.com  

Middle 

School  

 Doors open for 

students at 8:00.  

 Students eating 

breakfast report 

to cafeteria from 

8-8:15.  

 All other stu-

dents report to 

first hour class. 

 Class begins 

8:15- 8:21. Dis-

missal at 3:23.  

 All students 

must exit the 

building by 3:30. 

Start and Dismissal Times: Please note that each building will outline 

temporary adjustments to the access of our facilities due to the unique challenges related 

to COVID-19 and adhering to social distancing guidelines.  

6 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/805697/Calendar_Listings_2020-2021.pdf
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Will the school 

provide masks 

for students? 

Parents are asked 

to send their child 

with 3-5 clean 

masks daily.  

A variety of mask 

styles are allowa-

ble. The mask 

must securely 

cover both nose 

and mouth. Any 

designs or pat-

terns on masks 

must be school 

appropriate.  

The district has 

ordered PPE com-

pliant masks for 

student and staff 

usage. If needed, 

students will be 

provided with a 

disposable mask.   

  

Masks and Social Distancing  
IDPH and ISBE mandate that face masks must be 

worn at all times by everyone in our school buildings 

even when social distancing is maintained. The 

IDPH guidelines state that social distancing be ob-

served, “as much as possible”. GCMS has built our 

Return-to-Learn plan around this expectation.  

FAQ’s about Masks 

1) Are masks required when students are outside?     

Face coverings are not required outside if social distance 

is maintained.  

2) Is a face shield acceptable? Generally, no. In cases 

where individuals need visualization for instruction and 

communication, IDPH recommends video instruction. In 

situations in which the teacher needs to view a student’s 

mouth for instruction (such as speech therapy), the school 

will provide the student with a transparent face mask.  

3) Are there exceptions to the face mask requirement?    

A doctor’s note, which identifies the specific health risk 

preventing mask-wearing, is required for students and 

staff who are not able to wear a face covering.  

4) Can plexiglass dividers be used in place of masks?      

No. Dividers may not be used in lieu of face coverings.  

file:///C:/Usehttps:/www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/mask-users/mckavanagh.erin/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAQ-Part-3-Transition-Guidance.pdf
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Cleaning Protocols  
Routine cleaning and disinfecting is key to maintaining a safe environment for 
faculty, students, and staff. The district has purchased new cleaning equipment 
and hired new staff to expand and improve sanitizing routines. Sanitation sta-
tions have been added around all schools.  

Custodial Staff Responsibilities  

 Custodians will clean daily with soap and water and use an EPA-registered disinfectant.  

 We will use CDC guidelines for cleaning and disinfecting community facilities.  

 Frequently touched surfaces will be periodically disinfected throughout the day. 

Teaching Staff Responsibilities  

 Adults will sanitize shared spaces after usage.  

 We will incorporate cleaning routines into daily expectations for classroom spaces.  

Student Responsibilities 

 Students will be routinely encouraged to utilize best practices for health and hygiene.  

Family Responsibilities  

 Clean backpacks and lunchboxes on a daily basis. 

 Launder masks to ensure clean masks can be sent daily.  

Hygiene Practices  

 All students and staff will wash hands or use hand sanitizer upon arrival at 

school, after using the restroom, before eating, and after recess, PE, and 

other activities outside of the classroom.  

 Desks will remain separated as far apart as possible.  

 Hand sanitizer will be widely available.  

 Students will maintain and utilize their own school supplies; including, per-

sonal-use hand sanitizer, lotion, and disinfecting wipes.  

 Sanitizing supplies will be readily available for staff use throughout the day.  
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What are we 

doing about 

“Learning 

Loss”?  

 We know that the 

events of last 

spring may not 

have been the 

optimal learning 

environment for 

all students.  

 We will leverage 

local and stand-

ardized assess-

ment data to iden-

tify the needs of 

students who may 

struggle.  

 Teachers have 

discussed gaps in 

learning that may 

have resulted 

from the school 

shutdown and are 

working to create 

curricular plans to 

address those 

gaps.  

Intentions of Remote Learning Wednesdays 

 Learning will continue on Wednesdays.  

 Teachers will be available for office hours and elec-

tronic check-ins with individual students or small 

groups from 8:30 to 11:30.  

 There will not be required class meeting times.  

 Teachers will use this time to develop and execute a 

comprehensive Remote Learning Plan.  

 Teachers will have the opportunity to connect with 

those students who need support.  

 Staff will engage in on-going and continuous profes-

sional development.  

 Staff will have increased time to clean and disinfect 

surface, supplies, etc.  

 Students will have a mid-week break from the chal-

lenges of return-to-school guidelines.   
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Please Note: 

Optional Bus 

passes for non-

riders will be avail-

able in emergency 

situations on a 

case-by-case ba-

sis only.  

Transportation  
When possible, the state encourages parents/

guardians to transport their children to school to re-

duce bus populations.  

Our buses will be sanitized after every trip as part of 

our drivers’ post-trip inspection process.  

Masks are required while riding on the bus.  

Students are expected to wash hands or use hand 

sanitizer prior to entering the bus.  

Where possible, siblings will be seated near each 

other.  

Mandatory assigned seats will be maintained. 

There is a 50 person max capacity for buses. GCMS 

recently sent home a Required GCMS Bus Trans-

portation Form to families eligible for bussing. Com-

pletion of this form will help us plan for reopening.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScI3FghWj4MuvrwkJLMNHR6NmJ2W38c3ysT2k25a8n-670DHA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScI3FghWj4MuvrwkJLMNHR6NmJ2W38c3ysT2k25a8n-670DHA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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GCMS will con-

tinue offering  

extra-curriculars 

even when    

competitions are 

not possible.  

A tiered approach 

will be utilized to 

determine appro-

priate levels of 

participation de-

pendent on district 

and state guid-

ance. 

Tier 1: Full partici-

pation.  

Tier 2: In person 

activity at the local 

level without travel 

or competitions.  

Tier 3: All activi-

ties are required 

to be remote. 

Coaches/

sponsors will pro-

vide guidance and 

support remotely.   

 

  

Co- and Extra-Curricular        
Participation  
Student participation in and community attendance 

at extra-curricular events is a cornerstone of the 

GCMS school district. We believe that these activi-

ties are essential to the development of the “whole 

child”.  

We will adhere to the guidance of the IDPH ap-

proved IHSA guidelines for our athletic activities. 

That same guidance will be used to direct our re-

sponse to other co-curricular offerings.  

 

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/schools-guidance
https://www.ihsa.org/default.aspx
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Remote Learning Plans  

 
In the event of a spike in COVID-19 cases within our school district, GCMS 

Schools will shut down and implement a Remote Learning Plan.  

 In contrast to last spring’s remote learning, any schoolwork which is as-

signed during remote learning this fall will be graded. Feedback will be 

provided on assignments and students will be held accountable for work 

completion.  

 Chromebooks will be sent home with all students in grades 6-12 during 

the first week of school. These devices should be sent to school charged 

everyday and kept at home overnight/weekends in case of unplanned 

suspension of in-person instruction. 4th and 5th grade students will also 

be assigned devices which may be sent home.  

 Full remote learning will look different than Remote Learning Wednes-

days. In a long-term remote learning situation, students would have as-

signed class meeting times or established one-on-one meetings with 

teachers on at least a weekly basis.  

 Remote instruction will be delivered through one consistent platform. For 

students in Preschool through 3rd grade all communication will come 

through the Seesaw app. All instruction and communication will be deliv-

ered through Google Classroom for students in grades 4 through 12. 

 Remind will still be utilized for announcements to students/

parents and for two-way communication between students/

parents and teachers.  
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Physical Education  
Whenever feasible and weather permitting, physical education will occur out-

doors.  

Games and activities which require close guarding or potential physical contact 

will not occur. PE teachers are working hard to create and plan for engaging 

contactless activities.  

Students and staff will wash hands or use hand sanitizer before and after PE 

class. 

If shared equipment is utilized, it will be cleaned between each student use and 

disinfected at the end of each class.  

Students at the middle and high schools will change for PE class. The locker 

room dimensions and class sizes have been examined to ensure that social-

distancing can be maintained during changing.  

Elementary students are encouraged to wear PE shoes to school rather than 

packing a pair to change into.  

Food Service  
Due to the COVID-19 related restrictions, 

food service may look different at GCMS 

schools this fall. Hot meals will still be served 

at both breakfast and lunch. Breakfast will 

likely be a grab-n-go option. Salad bars will 

not be available. Meals will not be served 

from the buffet, so students will not be able to 

self-select certain options. All meals will be 

plated as described on the published menus. 

Fewer a la carte options will be available at 

the high school. Microwaves will still be avail-

able for student use at the middle and high 

schools—students must sanitize before and 

after use.   



 14 

Guest Policy 

Guests to the GCMS school buildings will be severely restricted this 

year. In the past, parents could visit a building during the school day 

to drop off supplies or bring their student lunch. This practice will be 

temporarily suspended.  

People with appointments (appointments are required to enter the 

building) will first be questioned by office staff before they are 

“buzzed” through the locked door. Visitors approved for entry to the 

building will immediately report to the office for a COVID screening 

including temperature check. If a guest is approved they will wear a 

nametag verifying completion of the check-in procedures.  

Approved deliveries will be deposited in the Rubbermaid bins outside 

Elementary 

School  

Students may enter the 
building through the 
circle drive doors, the 
east office door, or the 
Kindergarten wing drop 
off zone. Parents may 
not accompany stu-
dents into school.  

Middle 

School  

All students should 

enter through the 

double-doors clos-

est to the front of-

fice.  

 

High          

School 

Students should enter 

through the main en-

trance or the north 

doors by the senior 

parking lot.  

Building Entry  
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Elementary School-Specific Reopening Guidance  

 

 
Entry into the Building 

 Students will not be allowed to enter the building until 8:00 AM. Students may enter through 
circle drive doors, east office door, or the Kindergarten wing doors.  

 Upon entry, students will report directly to their classroom unless they are eating breakfast. 

 Visitors will be prohibited without an appointment. Deliveries from parents will not be accept-
ed during the school day outside of medical emergencies.  

 

Breakfast and Lunch 

 Breakfast will be served from 8 to 8:15 in the cafeteria. After eating, students will report direct-
ly to their classroom. 

 Lunch hours will remain the same. Not all students will eat in the cafeteria.  

 “Cold lunch” students are encouraged to pack a drink rather than buying milk to reduce the 
number of students needing access to the cafeteria.  

 

Classrooms 

 Masks will be required at all times in the classrooms for students and teachers. 

 Classrooms are being set up for students to be socially distanced as much as possible. Stu-
dents will not be directly across from one another as much as possible. Students will be at 
minimum 3 feet apart in the classrooms at all times.  

 Teachers have been encouraged to frequently take students outside for instruction and mask 
breaks.  

  

Building Considerations 

 Regular drinking fountains will be shut off. The bottle fill stations will be available. All students 
are encouraged to bring a refillable water bottle with them to school daily.  

 

Personal Supplies  

 Parents are encouraged to send their student to school with personal-use hand sanitizer, lo-
tion, disinfecting wipes, and a reusable water bottle.  

 Please send your student to school wearing gym shoes so that less time needs to be spent at 
lockers and in assisting students with changing shoes.  

 

Remote Learning 

 Remote instruction will be delivered through the Seesaw app for all PreK-3rd grade students 
and through Google Classroom for students in grades 4 and 5.  
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Middle School-Specific Reopening Guidance  

 
Entry into the Building 

 All students are asked to not enter into the building until 8 AM. All students will enter through 
the doors located by the main office. There will be NO temperature checks upon entry. Par-
ents will self-certify that each students does not have a fever and are not experiencing any 
symptoms related to COVID-19. 

 Upon entry, students will report directly to their 1st hour classes unless they are eating break-
fast. Students who want to eat breakfast will report to the cafeteria and then to their 1st hour 
class. 

 Visitors will be prohibited without an appointment. Students will be able to sign themselves 
out with parent permission for appointments or due to illness. 

 If a visitor is allowed into the building, they will be buzzed into the building and someone from 
the office will go and take their temperature and walk them into the office. 

 

Hallways and Stairwells 

 Students will be able to utilize lockers at the beginning of the year. Lockers will be assigned 
with one locker in between each students as much as possible. Students are encouraged to 
carry a backpack with them throughout the day to limit the need to stop at lockers. 

 All students are required to wear a mask at all times in school. Teachers will be in the hall-
ways during transition periods to ensure the policy is being followed by everyone. 

 We are aware that with the design of our building and the width of the hallways, students will 
not be able to fully socially distance themselves while transitioning between classes. 

 The stairwells at the end of each hallway will be primarily used to walk down to the lower level 
hallway. The middle stairwell, with the exception of students going to 1st period, will be used 
to come up to the upper level of the building. This will help eliminate congestion in the stair-
wells. 

 

Breakfast and Lunch 

 Breakfast will be served to any student that wants to partake in the service. Breakfast will be 
served at 8 AM and once the students are done eating, they should report to their 1st hour 
class. The expectation is that all students are in their first period class by 8:15 AM. 

 Lunch will be conducted as it has in the past. 6th grade students and half of the 8th grade stu-
dents will eat during 5th period lunch and 7th grade students and half of the 8th grade stu-
dents will eat during the 6th period lunch.  

 Students will be separated between the cafeteria, hallway, gym, and outside (when 
weather permits). We will not have any area that will have more than 50 students at any 
time. 

 Lunch sign up will take place during 1st period.  

 

P.E. 

 Students will be changing for P.E. Social distancing in the locker room will be adhered to as 
much as possible. This may change if necessary. 

 We will have students outside as much as possible and students will be socially distanced so 
they can remove their masks. 

 If the weather does not all students to be outside, students will be in the gym as well as the 
hallway so no groupings are larger than 50. 
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Middle School-Specific Reopening Guidance (Continued from page 16) 

 
Classrooms 

 Masks will be required at all times in the classrooms by students and teachers. 

 Students are encouraged to carry a backpack with them to class to reduce the need for fre-
quent locker visits.  

 Classrooms are being set up for students to be socially distanced as much as possible. Stu-
dents will not be directly across from one another as much as possible. Students will be at 
minimum 3 feet apart in the classrooms at all times.  

 Desks will be disinfected after each class. 

 If the class content allows, teachers are encouraged to take their students outside. If social 
distancing guidelines are followed outside (6 feet of separation) students may remove their 
masks. 

 There will be no shared supplies unless they are able to be disinfected in between uses. 
(Paint brushes, rackets, etc.) 

 Students are expected to bring their Chromebooks with them in each academic class each 
day. Students are not allowed to share their Chromebook with any other students. As much 
material as possible will be given through Google Classroom.  

Band/Choir 

 Band students will be seated facing the conductor and adhere to the guidelines for social dis-
tancing where possible. Band students will remove their masks to play and then wear them 
properly when they are not playing. 

 Choir students will be seated facing the conductor and adhere to the guidelines for social dis-
tancing where possible. Choir students will wear masks while in the classroom. 

Library  

 Students will be able to check out books from the library. 

 Upon entering the library, students will use hand sanitizer before they browse. After a book is 
selected and checked-out, the student will sanitize their hands again before leaving.   

Building Considerations 

 Staff will be in the hallways in between periods to ensure safety protocols are followed. Re-
strooms will also be monitored to limit the number of people in the restrooms at one time. 

 Regular drinking fountains will be shut off. The bottle fill stations will be available. All students 
will receive a reusable water bottle at the beginning of the school year and we ask that stu-
dents use either the one provided or a clear water bottle they bring from home. Students are 
not to share their water bottles with any other students. 

 To ensure student transition to 1st hour does not shorten the period too much, we are taking 
1 minute off of 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th period. This will also allow for a chance 
for 1st period teachers to check in with the students and gauge their social and emotional well
-being. This allows for use to still have all of our core classes, mini-courses, and electives.  

Remote Learning 

 If we are directed to return to Remote Learning, all students will have their schedule of clas-
ses. 

 Students will have assignments/lessons for all of their core classes each day. All of the clas-
ses will be presented through Google Classroom. Assignments will be submitted through 
Google Classroom and will be taken for grades when applicable. 

 Students in need of internet access at home will need to contact the main office. 

 No packets will be provided unless required in a 504 Plan or an IEP. 
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High School-Specific Reopening Guidance  

 

Daily Schedule 

7:30-8:00 Academic help only - Must stay with the teacher until 8:00 and must be pre-arranged so 

the teacher knows the student is coming early.  

8:00 Doors Open to All Students 

8:10 All students must be moving towards their 1st hour class.  

8:1 Warning Bell 

8:15 - 8:20 1st hour starts (Schedule will be adjusted for adding time to 1st hour - other hours times 

will be adjusted accordingly)  

LUNCH Juniors and Seniors will be allowed to leave for lunch as long as they have privileges.  

50 students will eat in the cafeteria at social distanced seats while the remaining students 
will eat in the south hallway.   

3:30 ALL students must leave the building unless receiving academic help. Once the academic 

help is finished, students must leave the building.  

 Backpacks will be allowed and suggested for all high school students to reduce the 

need for locker visits during the day.  

 Grab-n-go breakfast will be available from 8 to 8:15 every morning in the cafeteria.  

 Lockers will be assigned to maximize distance between students.  

 Drinking fountains will be utilized for bottle filling only. Students are encouraged to 

bring a clear refillable bottle daily.  

 NO drop-offs of supplies or lunches during the day will be accepted by the office.  

 NO physical contact in the hallways and students are expected to follow walking pat-

terns similar to a 2 lane highway (stay in line, no passing, etc.).  

 Jazz Band and Chamber Choir will still be allowed to participate before school.  

 Senior Parking Spaces will be sold during registration (must have already sent in 

your registration or register that day). Spaces will not be sold unless the registration 

process has been completed. $25 per spot - First come, First served. No holds. 53 

total spots available.   

 Only seniors may utilize the senior hallway. Seniors may sit in the senior hallway dur-

ing study halls if they have privileges.  
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 Resource Recommendations for 
Families Who Chose Not to Register  
 

Homeschooling guidelines and frequently asked questions can 

be found on the Illinois State Board of Education website.  

Websites and software frequently utilized by GCMS 

Teachers:  

 EPIC Books for leveled audio and print books  

 Libby App for free books through the public library 

 Go Math for Elementary Math   

 Activate Learning IQWST Platform for MS Science 

(currently free for parents) 

 Amplify Resources for science, math, ELA (currently free for 

parents)  

 Kahn Academy for core instruction in all grades including 

life skills and Advanced Placement  

 Moby Max includes assessments and individualized les-

sons/activities.  

 IXL provides diagnostic assessments and core instruction 

for all grade levels.  

Returning to In-Person School in the Future 

If you plan to re-enroll your student in public school in the fu-

ture, it is important that the student returns with a formal tran-

script of courses completed and grades earned.  

The NCAA outlines specific requirements for coursework 

earned or transferred from homeschool. Please be sure to con-

sult that guidance if your student may be considering NCAA el-

igibility for college.  

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Homeschool.aspx
https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/?utm_medium=overdrive_site&utm_source=banner+&utm_campaign=libby+&utm_content=od_libby_banner_meetlibby
https://www.staffordschools.org/Page/3761
https://activatelearning.com/supporting-remote-learning/
https://freeresources.amplify.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.mobymax.com/
https://www.ixl.com/
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Special Education Services 

 
What can parents expect from the district and schools regarding Special Education Ser-

vices? 

 GCMS is committed to providing free and appropriate educational 

opportunities for students with disabilities, to the greatest extent 

possible in alignment with public health guidelines. To address 

the unique needs of students with disabilities staff will continue 

to work with families to collaboratively identify the most essential 

services for each student that can be provided. Individual 

Education Plan’s (IEP’s) will be reviewed for the circumstances of 

the child’s learning environment and any needed updates to the IEP will be made as 

necessary. 

 GCMS is committed to meaningful consultation and parent 

participation in the special education process. Whether in- 

person or an alternate format, such as videoconferencing or by 

phone, IEP teams will partner with families to determine the most 

practical format to conduct IEP meetings. 

 General education/special education educators, related service 

providers and families will discuss students’ individual needs and 

agree to a prioritized set of services that provide access to 

curriculum and enable progress toward IEP goals. Services for 

students with specific health or support needs will be addressed 

in collaboration with families on an individual basis 

 GCMS IEP teams will have in place consistent data collection and service 

log procedures for use across all learning environments. Collecting 

data and tracking the provision of services will assist educators and 

families in determining the effectiveness of instruction provided. 

 Remote Learning Plans and COVID-Impact Transition Plans will be created as need-

ed for students with IEP's to address their educational needs.  Though not a formal 

part of the IEP, these plans will be made in collaboration with the IEP team mem-

bers.   
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GCMS Community Surveys Data:  
Thank you to every parent and student who completed a survey. The Return-to-
Learn Committee, staff, and administration analyzed the results of these surveys 
and used all input to inform the decisions made in this plan.  

Student Responses 

Parent Responses 

Parent Responses 


