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Andes Central Re-opening School Updated 8.10.20In preparing for the start of school we are planning to implement some 
strategies to minimize risk for staff and students. Of course, all plans are contingent on the spread of the virus and it’s difficult to 
plan for all scenarios. Below are some of the strategies that the district will be implementing. Some items were updated as of 
8.10.20. 
 
 

At home 
Parents will screen and temp check their students each day. If students are displaying COVID symptoms, keep the student 
home and contact a medical professional. 

 

Bussing 
Students will sit with their family groups on the bus. The bus will fill from back to front for the morning bus route. 
Students will hand sanitize prior to getting on the bus. 
Masks will be available on the bus. 
The busses will be sanitized after each route (both morning and afternoon).  
Parents may opt-out of bussing for the first quarter.  

 
 

Arriving at school 
MS/HS students will report to the cafeteria when they arrive in the morning. 
Elementary students will report to their classrooms. 
 
Masks 
Masks are strongly encouraged for staff and students. 
Masks will be required in settings where two or more people are in close proximity for at least 15 minutes and there isn’t 
another type of barrier. 

 

Visitors/Vendors 
Visitors and vendors are not allowed past the office without prior permission from administration. 

 

Hand Sanitizer/hand washing 
There will be hand sanitizers in every room, entrance, bathrooms and common areas. 
Elementary students will have hand washing breaks built into the schedule. 
Students will sanitize prior to entering/exiting classroom. 

 

Water fountains 
Staff and students must use water bottles instead of drinking fountains.  

 

Bathroom breaks 
Elementary will have scheduled times for bathrooms to limit the number of students in an area. 
Art, PE, vocal, band, library computer labs 
PE will be outside as much as possible. Locker rooms will not be used. 
Larger spaces such as the gyms and stage may be used create more physical space among students. 
Sharing supplies will be discouraged, but in those situations where it’s necessary, the supplies will be sanitized between uses. 
Library materials will be sanitized between uses (books, magazines). 
Computer labs will be sanitized between uses. 

 
 



Meals 
Tables will be spread out to create distance and the number of people at a table will be limited. 
Meal times will be staggered to limit the number of people in an area. 
Staff will serve salad bar and hand out milk. Everyone is limited to one trip through the salad bar. 
One person will enter student and staff meal ID numbers. 

 
Recess 
Recess times will be staggered to limit the number of people in an area. 

 
 

Classrooms 
Teachers will create as much physical space as possible. In some areas, plexiglass barriers will be used. 
MS/HS desks/tables sanitized between classes. 
Elem desks/tables will be sanitized at least once a day. 

 
 

Hallways 
Physical distance will be encouraged while students are in the hallways. Passing times may be staggered to limit the number of 
students in the halls. 

 

Surface Cleaning 
Commonly touched surfaces (door knobs, counters, bathroom fixtures, lockers) will be cleaned several times a day. 

 

Remote Learning 
If a parent feels their student needs remote learning, we will provide a platform for them. However, that student will not be 
allowed to participate in extra-curricular activities. The elementary will use Edmentum and the MS/HS will use Google 
Classrooms. Teachers will be incorporating these platforms into the first few days of instruction so students are familiar them 
and can use them on their own during remote learning. 
 
Athletics 
Students will be expected to wear masks on busses and adhere to assigned seating.  
Water bottles should not be shared.  
Spectators at events are expected to social distance themselves. Hand sanitizer will be available. 
At the conclusion of the event, spectators are expected to immediately leave the district premises. There will be no contact 
between spectators and athletes. 
 
Immunizations 
Please make sure all immunizations are up-to-date to prevent the spread of other diseases.  

 
Other Information 
When a person tests positive for COVID, the Department of Health (DOH) conducts the contact tracing, not the school district. 
DOH will not notify the district if a person is considered a close contact (within 6 ft of the infected person for more than 15 
minutes). Parents will need to contact the district if their child(ren) are considered a close contact.  DOH has stated it will 
contact districts if a district-related person tests positive.  Students who are considered close contacts by DOH will be 
quarantined for 14 days. Students may use remote learning during this time.  
 
The window for determining close contacts is 48 hours prior to onset of symptoms. In an asymptomatic person who tests 
positive, the 48 hour window begins at the time of testing.  
 
 
More information can be found at the Department of Education’s Starting Well Page. 
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/startingwell.aspx 
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