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“Wild Things” Oliver and River McElravy enjoy Kaleidoscope™ 
Play & Learn now offered at Glenhaven Clubhouse (more on page 4)

Photo Credit: Alisha Porter

Food Education and School Garden Initiative
The Foothills Community Food Partnership was 
formed in 2014 by a group of Foothills commu-
nity members and agency representatives who 
share the vision of a healthy, integrated food 
system for the Foothills region. In April of 2015, 
the FCFP released the Foothills Food Access 
Plan, a framework for community action to help 
improve food access in East Whatcom County.

The Food Education and School Garden Action 
Plan was developed in partnership with the 
mount Baker School District, and other com-
munity stakeholders. The Plan represents our 
collective vision for leveraging school-based 
opportunities to support our community’s chil-
dren and families with good nutrition and food 
security.

Learn about our Food Education and School Garden Initiative strategic action plan on page 2



To get involved in this program,  
contact your school’s PTA/PTO.

Food Education and School Garden Initiative
Action Plan 2016-2017
Strategy 1: Implement school gardens, garden 
and food-based after-school enrichment 
opportunities, and integrated food education at 
Kendall, Acme, and Harmony Elementary Schools.

1-2 Year Objectives:
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East Whatcom Youth Farm Stand earns 
2016 Community Builder Award 

East Whatcom Youth Farm Stand: Andrea Browne, 
Jeff Schmidt, Kendall Elementary 5th/6th Graders 
and Common Threads Farm, represented by Laura 
Plaut and Eric Bablinskas

Andrea Browne, her husband Jeff Schmidt, and a 
group of 5th and 6th grade students from Kendall 
Elementary School in the Mount Baker School 
District, share recognition with Common Threads 
Farm for their contributions to building commu-
nity, promoting healthy youth development, and 
promoting community health through a Spring and 
Fall Youth Farm Stand Initiative in East Whatcom 
County. When her own children transitioned from 
home school to public school, Andrea was looking 
for ways to stay connected and contribute in her 
local community. She learned that limited access to 
healthy food was a concern for the community (East 
Whatcom County is defined as a food desert). At 
the same time, Common Threads Farm, a local non-
profit based in Bellingham and working throughout 
the county, had a long established school garden at 
Kendall Elementary. Andrea heard about a program 
in Denver that linked a school garden project with a 
youth farmers market, and thought a similar model 
could work here. In town, Common Threads Farm 
was already modeling similar projects. Together 
these partners launched the East Whatcom Youth 
Farm Stand last spring and with guidance from Laura 
Plaut, Executive Director at Common Threads, made 
sure it would accept EBT funds. With assistance 
from 5th and 6th grade youth and an AmeriCorps 
volunteer farm educator, Eric Bablinskas, the Youth 
Farm Stand recently completed its 3rd market cycle. 
The market runs weekly (Wednesdays after school) 

in the Spring and Fall, through partnerships with 
Twin Sisters Market and Common Threads Farm. 
With funding from the Eleanor and Henry Jansen 
Foundation the Farm Stand relies on students who 
apply, are selected, and then participate in all 
aspects of the program, i.e., harvesting food, setting 
up and taking down the market, managing sales, 
preparing and serving market-based snacks for each 
other. Andrea and Jeff help coordinate the program. 
Andrea is excited about the opportunity this initia-
tive provides for youth to be involved in addressing 
a community need. She is eager to keep the project 
going, keep kids involved, strengthen partnerships 
with local East Whatcom farms, spread the model to 
other schools, and expand access to the market for 
those with limited incomes or who have barriers to 
getting to the market.

• mount Baker School 
District

• Foothills community 
members and parent 
volunteers

• Common Threads
• WSU Whatcom County 

SNAP-Ed

• Whatcom 
Farm-to-School

• Foothills Food Bank
• Local Food Works

• Whatcom County 
Health Department

• Northwest Agriculture 
Business Center

Student making a sale at the Kendall after-school farm stand

Initiative Members

Research shows that 
children are more likely 
to develop healthy eating 
habits when engaged in 
growing and preparing 
their own foods. These 
food choices can have a 
lasting impact on health 
and development, and 
have been shown to reduce 
hunger, obesity, and other 
food-related health issues.  

Parent volunteers are 
working with the support 
of Common Threads to 
support school gardens, 
cooking and gardening 
education, and an after-
school cooking club and 
farm stand at Kendall 
Elementary. Our goal is to 
expand similar opportuni-
ties to Harmony and Acme 
Elementary Schools.

Proposed site for 
the Harmony 
Elementary garden

• Build shared community vision 
of how food/food education 
can support academic 
priorities

• Establish specific targets for 
evaluation

• Build a network of community 
support and increase 
volunteer participation

• Establish a plan for all three 
elementary schools to have 
school gardens and garden 
champions

• Develop a system 
for organizing and 
coordinating between 
gardens and food 
educators

• Deliver six “Choose Health: 
Food Fun and Fitness” 

(CHFFF) lessons for all 4th 
graders district-wide

• Explore opportunities 
for integrated nutrition 
education across the 
district

Acme Elementary garden spaces

The Strategic Plan
1.  Implement school gardens, garden and food-based after-school 

enrichment opportunities, and integrated food education at 
Kendall, Acme, and Harmony Elementary Schools.

2.  Support and connect the mount Baker FFA with emerging Food 
Education and School Garden efforts. 

3.  Enhance “Back-to-School Nights” with locally grown food, food 
education, and fun for families.

4.  Connect with the community to expand outreach and 
engagement for the Summer Feeding Program.

5.  Expand and sustain the Winter and Spring Pantry Program.

6.  Increase students’ consumption of healthy food through the 
School meal Program.

7.  Improve efficiency in delivering school-based food and garden 
education through increased communication and collaboration 
between partners.

The full Action Plan is available: Email Cburleigh@mtbaker.wednet.edu for a copy.



Winter Pantry
The Foothills Food Bank 2016 
Winter Pantry Program’s volunteers 
did not let the weather deter them. 
On Friday, December 16, 2016, they 
delivered boxes filled with breakfast 
and lunch items to 100 participating 
families with 282 children in the 
mount Baker School District. This 
was our biggest program to date.

The Pantry program was a success because of the many 
volunteers: Kendall Chapel women’s group (and kids), 
Whatcom Fire District #14, East Whatcom Regional 
Resource Center, the Acme, Harmony, and Kendall 
Family Services Coordinators, Brian Gribble, Doug 
Proctor, Sue Towner and husband Stan, and Catherine 
and Steve Johnson.

A big part of the Pantry Program is the donation of non-
perishable foods. Collection bins are placed throughout 
the community. These businesses were a collection 
spot for the bins: Acme General Store, Everybody’s 
Store, Rome Grocery Store, Crossroad Grocery Store 
and Graham’s Restaurant. These places have collection 
bins year round: Deming Library, North Fork Library and 
East Whatcom Regional Resource Center. 

The Pantry Program continues to be supported by 
monetary donations to supplement the food donations. 
Area businesses and a grant from Whatcom Educational 
Credit Union allowed the program to purchase perish-
able foods such as milk, cheese, bread, fruits and 
vegetables. These businesses donated monetarily: mt. 
Baker Chamber of Commerce, mt. Baker Experience 
magazine, Puget Sound Energy, Graham’s Store, 
Saturna Capital, Community Food Co-op, Whole Foods, 
Trader Joe’s, Bellingham Grocery Outlet, and Costco. 
Bellewood Acres Farm donated over 300 apples, Erin 
Baker’s Wholesome Baked Goods donated 2000 mini 
breakfast cookies and Whole Foods donated 360 mini 
perfect bars. many community members also donated 
money. The money donated and not used for the winter 
will be carried over to the Spring 
Pantry Program.

The Foothills Food Bank’s Pantry 
Program is the recipient of the 
Whole Foods market bag refund 
program: January 16-April 9, 
2016. Shop at Whole Foods 
during that time, bring your 
own bags and donate your bag 
refund to the food bank.

• Host a food drive at your 
place of work, church, or 
community organization

Information about 
Foothills Food Bank:

Distributions:

 Every Tuesday  
from 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.  
at St. Peter’s Church,  
6210 mt. Baker Hwy,  
Deming, WA

 2nd Saturday of the month  
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
at the EWRRC,  
8251 Kendall Rd,  
maple Falls, WA

How to get involved:
• Donate money

o Checks made out to Foothills 
Food Bank can be given to Family 
Services Coordinator or mailed: 
Foothills Food Bank, 5568 mt. 
Baker Hwy Deming, WA 98244

o Secure online donations can be 
made at the Foothills Food Bank 
Facebook page or the website: 
www.foothillsfoodbank.org

o The money is used to purchase 
fresh fruits and vegetables, milk, 
bread and cheese

• Volunteer to deliver the 
Spring Pantry boxes on 
Friday, March 31, 2017
o Email: 

foothillsfoodbankcontact@gmail.com

o Phone: Jennie Ablondi, 
Coordinator (360) 599-9245 
 

• Donate non-perishable food 
in bins at various east county 
locations: 
o Instant oatmeal

o Low sugar cereals

o Individual serving 
applesauce or other fruit

o Graham crackers

o Granola bars

o Trail mix/Nuts

o Peanut butter

o Jelly

o Easy open (pop tops) 
ready-made soups

o Individual serving (cups) 
mac ‘n Cheese

o Tuna fish in pouches

o Saltines/Rice crackers

o Cup of Noodles/Top Ramen
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Our Mission

The Mount Baker School District,  
working with the community, 

will provide a strong 
educational foundation upon 
which all students can build 
their futures as productive 

citizens in our changing world.

District Administration
Superintendent
Charles Burleigh 
(360) 383-2000

Director of Curriculum & Instruction
Bridget Rossman 
(360) 383-2013

Director of Finance & Operations
Ben Thomas 
(360) 383-2005

Director of Special Programs
Ian Linterman 
(360) 383-2012

Principal, Mount Baker JH/HS
matt Durand 
(360) 383-2015

Assistant Principal, 
Mount Baker JH/HS
Troy Wright 
(360) 383-2015

Assistant Principal/Athletics Director, 
Mount Baker JH/HS
Quinn LeSage 
(360) 383-2015

Principal, Acme Elementary
Carly Takata 
(360) 383-2045

Principal, Harmony Elementary
Justin may 
(360) 383-2050

Principal, Kendall Elementary
Susan Gribble 
(360) 383-2055

Families can look for the 2017  
Spring Pantry Program sign-up 
forms in late Feb./early March.  

The food boxes will be  
delivered on Friday, March 31. 



Mount Baker Kindergarten 
Preparedness
Kaleidoscope™  
Play & Learn (KPL) 
at Glenhaven Lakes 
Clubhouse
Success is measured in many ways and offering FREE 
“drop-in” weekly play groups is proving to be a great 
choice to meet our district’s early learning goals. 
To locate and support families with children ages 
0-5 in our geographically large district, we added 
a Kaleidoscope™ Play & Learn group in Glenhaven. 
Facilitator, Vesla Kazimer, said that since October, 21 
new families enjoyed “playing and learning” together. 
mount Baker would like to express gratitude to the 
Clubhouse for helping Play & Learn group grow by 
providing space and advertising support; and to fami-
lies for participating. 

• Attendance –  74 families (98 children) have 
attended Play & Learn in four locations this fall. 
Families tell us they appreciate having a play 
group close to home. According to Bekki Dodd, 
Administrative Assistant at Glenhaven Lakes 
Clubhouse, when snow and ice caused a class 
cancellation, families who showed up played in the 
snow together anyway. 

• Connections – Our youngest learners from 
Harmony connected with the Deming Library when 
the group attended Storytime. Kendall’s play group 
got to tour the Unity Care Dental Van, and families 
had the option to stay for the Veteran’s Day 
assembly. Acme families were able to preview an 
important event in their child’s future by attending 
an End-of-the-month assembly. 

• Sharing Ideas – Play & Learn is a great way to 
try new toys and activities, and to hear about 
additional opportunities in the mount Baker 
School District community such as Developmental, 
Head Start, and Cooperative preschool programs. 
Families share kid-friendly activities happening 
around Whatcom County.

• Parenting and Child Development – facilitators 
are helping families increase their knowledge 
of child development by providing Ages and 
Stages Questionnaires (ASQs) and weekly fun, 
educational games to play at home. Families who 
attend regularly become friends and parenting 
colleagues, a cohort of learners in their child’s early 
education. 

Play & Learn 
groups are: 
Singing songs 

Telling stories 

Playing & learning  
together

making friends

Getting ready 
for school! 
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Mount Baker 
Schools
Acme Elementary
Secretaries 
Michelle Anderson 
Sally Shetler
(360) 383-2045 

Kendall Elementary
Secretaries 
Norma Adkinson 
Diane Jacoby
Justina Grimes
(360) 383-2055

Harmony Elementary
Secretaries 
Noel Conlee 
Colleen Seutz
(360) 383-2050

Mount Baker 
Jr/Sr High School
Secretaries 
Angie Bass–Registrar
Karin Snavely–Attendance
Heidi Brown–ASB/AP 
 Principal’s Secretary 
Mickie Perez–ASB/   
 Athletics Secretary
(360) 383-2015

ERC: Educational 
Resource Center 
Ian Linterman (360) 383-2012 

Mount Baker Academy
Anne Erlandson–Teacher,
 Student Learning Plan Consultant
Jodi Ericksen–Teacher,
 Student Learning Plan Consultant
(360) 383-2078

Normal School 
Office Hours
Starting September 1, 2016:

District Office 7:30–4:00 p.m.

Jr./Sr. High 7:30–3:30 p.m. 

Transportation 6:00–5:00 p.m.

Kendall 8:00–4:30 p.m.

Harmony 8:00–4:30 p.m.

Acme 8:00–4:30 p.m.

FREE REGISTRATION  
Registration required via email to Kaye marshall:  

kmarshall@mtbaker.wednet.edu

Kaye Marshall 
Early Learning 

Specialist

Joey Franklin at Play & Learn
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Library Corner 
ConnectED 
Our partnership with the Whatcom 
County Library System is growing as 
the year progresses. As of November 
30, 2016, these are the official circu-
lation statistics.

# of students with ConnectED  
WCLS accounts . . . 1869  

# of students who have  
logged in to see library  
resources  . . . . . . . . 780 41.73%

# of students who checked out  
a physical item  . . . . . 86 4.60%

# of students who checked out  
an eBook . . . . . . . . . 336 17.98%

Quite a few of our junior and senior 
high students submitted art for the 
publication Whatcomics which will 
be published in the spring. The sub-
mission of one of our students will 
be on the front cover.

We are still working to educate teach-
ers to implement online resources 
in the classroom. The sixth grade 
students have been using research 
databases to answer their questions 
about ancient Egypt, and an increas-
ing number of junior and senior high 
classes are utilizing the databases in 
their studies. 

We have formed an advisory board 
to help guide us through this new 
program to trouble shoot and brain-
storm to improve it. We are hoping 
that other districts in the county 
will take advantage of this oppor-
tunity. The mount Baker School 
District would like to acknowledge 
the following people serving on the 
committee: melissa menti, District 
Librarian, mike Neuterman, Director 
of Technology, Cindy Purdy, 6th grade 
teacher at Kendall, Al Corning, high 
school History Department Chair, 
and Shannon Chilcote, Harmony 
Library and parent.

As the year progresses, we are figur-
ing out new ways to benefit students 
and staff with this program.

• Teachers can now apply for 
Classroom Library accounts 
with a 5-digit account number 
to facilitate presenting in the 
classroom and checking out 
materials for classroom use.

• The Junior High has “zero value” 
public library books they may 
check out, whether they have 
school overdue books or fees. 
Our goal is that every student 
has a book in their hand at all 
times. If successful (it doesn’t 
encourage overdue fees and 
books) we will put public library 
books in the elementary schools 
as well.

Google Classrooms
We have been training all 6th-8th 
grade students in Google Drive, 
which will allow them to access 
their schoolwork off-campus. many 
of the teachers are experimenting 
with Google Classroom, which gives 
them an easy way to monitor their 
students’ progress and comment on 
student work before it is even turned 
in. many of our high school students 
are already familiar with Google 
Drive.

Pre-School
We have had the pleasure of hosting 
pre-school story time in the high 
school library this year. mrs. Forbes’ 
morning and afternoon classes make 
the journey across the street to visit 
us. We spend half of the time reading 
to them and half of the time reading 
with them. Some junior high students 
join us, so that these pre-school stu-
dents get one-on-one attention.

Sasquatch/Evergreen 
Program
We have had great participation in 
our reading programs in all three 
schools. As of December 10, Acme 
has 23 students participating. 

Kendall has 67 students participating, 
at least half of whom are half-way to 
the target 10 books read, and five 
students have already qualified to go 
on the field trip: Drake Pinkey (the 
first one finished!), Daniel Kapustin, 
Jackie Wilson, Isabella Varkentin and 
Gardenia Lopez-Ayon.

Harmony has 90 students who have 
passed at least one quiz, and eight 
students who have qualified: Adlei 
Whitworth, Samuel mireault, Tyson 
Rightmire, Ella maloley, Jerika Baxter, 
Jorey Johnson, and Tucker Bergeron. 
Tucker has read 18, all but 3 of the 
Sasquatch/YRCA books.

The deadline for reading books and 
taking quizzes to qualify for the 
trip is may 1, 2017. The field trip is 
scheduled for Friday, June 2, 2017. It 
is a really fun day, and we are always 
looking for parent chaperones, so let 
your school librarian know if you are 
interested.

Thanks again to our PTA groups 
are rewarding students for reading 
books. When students pass their first 
award book A/R quiz they receive a 
key chain and a foot. Thereafter, stu-
dents receive a foot for every award 
A/R quiz they pass.

   

Book Fair
We are so grateful for our school 
PTA’s and all they do for our students. 
Book Fair is just one of the events 
our parents facilitate at each school. 
We would especially like to thank the 
PTA members who were in charge of 
book fairs this year.

Harmony: Stormy Jeretzky organized 
the book fair at Harmony. They sold 
$5,844.38 dollars in books, which 
earned them $2,900 in Scholastic 
dollars with which they purchased 
every book that every teacher 
requested. The remainder of the 
dollars will be donated to the library. 
This fair was so successful; they are 
considering doing another fair in the 
spring.

Kendall: Lacey Som is our veteran 
book fair organizer at Kendall. Next 
year will be her last year, as her son 
will enter the junior high the follow-
ing year. This year’s fair was one of 
her biggest fairs with gross sales of 
$4,192.17 which translated to about 
$2,000 in Scholastic dollars. The bulk 
of these dollars went to the library, 
but there was enough left over to 
purchase 33 A/R books for each of 
the first grade classrooms. They are 
hoping to fund another grade next 
year. Kendall will have two more 
book fairs this year.

Acme: Carmen Gwin has volunteered 
to work the Acme book fair for the 
past five years; the last three as orga-
nizer. This year, she also experienced 
the most profitable book fair Acme 
has seen yet, earning $1,600 in scho-
lastic dollars. These dollars will be 
split between the library, teachers 
and mrs. Takata’s reading program.

Bookmark Contest
Our annual Elementary bookmark 
contest will take place in January. 
This year’s theme will be What’s in 
YOUR Book? We will pass out entry 
forms the week of January 17-26, 
2017, and the forms and bookmarks 
are due February 1, 2017. We will 
choose a winner from each grade 
level at each school based on how 
well students’ drawings reflect the 
theme. We will copy and distribute 
winning bookmarks to all students.

Visit our District Library’s  
web page listed under  

Departments & Programs at  
www.mtbaker.wednet.edu

Melissa Menti 
District Librarian

“ Our libraries are positive, vibrant and 
busy learning environments for our students. 

Our goal for the year is to ensure every 
student in our district becomes a library 

patron and has access to as many materials 
as is necessary for their learning. ”

Checkout Numbers
 September October November

Acme 1550 1400 1200

Harmony 2900 2600 2100

Kendall 3500 3600 340

JH/HS 1450 1600 1150

As the year continues on, our 
checkouts tend to decrease as 
students start having overdue 
fees and can’t check out. 

Please encourage your 
student to return/renew their 
books, so that they have 
full access to the library.

wcls.org 

Washington Anytime Library  
https://anytime.overdrive.com/

www.mtbaker.wednet.edu 

PLEASE CALL (360) 383-2070,  
the Mount Baker School District 
Weather & Information Line,  
FOR ALL INFORMATION ON SCHOOL 
CLOSURES AND/OR DELAYS. 

 

Emergency Weather Info 

(360) 383-2070 

• If school start time is delayed, 
scheduled bus stop times will 
be delayed the same amount of 
time.

• Buses may be running late due 
to road conditions.

• Due to adverse conditions and 
for their personal safety, please 
have your student stand as far 
back from the edge of the road 
as possible, prior to the bus 
stopping.

• The bus cannot stop on inclines.

 

90 Minute Delayed 
Start Times 

In the event of a weather 
or emergency determined 
delayed start time, school 
will end as usual but begin 
90 minutes late:

Junior High / High School: 
9:25 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Elementary Schools: 
11:00 a.m. – 3:25 p.m.

Bus stop pick ups will all 
be delayed 90 minutes.



MBSD Parent 
Groups
Mountaineer Parent Group 
Supporting MBJH and MBHS students, staff, families.

President — Katie Chugg

chuggkm78@yahoo.com 

FFA Boosters

President — Ian Whitson

(360) 592-0968

ianwhitson@yahoo.com 

Mt. Baker Co-Op Preschool

Contact Information:

Phone: (360) 671-1426

Website:  
www.mtbakercoop.org

Find us on Facebook 
facebook.com/pages/
mt-Baker-Co-op-Preschool

Acme Elementary PTA

President — Tristin Rieken

leader@acmepta.com

www.acmepta.com

Find us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/AcmePTA

Harmony Elementary PTO

President — Kristi Nason

(360) 739-0843

gknason@frontier.com

Find us on Facebook 
facebook.com/HarmonyElemPTO

 
Kendall Elementary PTA

Co-President — Nikki Kent Brown

360-592-5606

Co-President — Leanne Pinkey

360-599-9652

Kendall PTA email: 
Kendallpta2015@gmail.com

Kendall PTA website: 
kendallpta.vpweb.com

Mount Baker Athletic Boosters 
The Mount Baker Athletic Booster Club raises money 
to benefit student athletes and/or athletic programs.

President — Chellie Anderson

andersoncm517@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook 
facebook.com/mtbakerathleticboosterclub

Educational Excellence and Community Pride Winter 2017
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Mount Baker Career and 
Tech Ed Department Wins 
Grant to Purchase Equipment
The mount Baker HS Career and Tech Ed Department have 
been awarded $42,000 it requested from OSPI CTE High 
Demand Grant.  Of the $1 million allocated over the last 2 
years in the state, mount Baker HS CTE received $90,000 
(almost 10% of the total amount) for our wood shop and 
metal shop. 

The grant money will go towards a fume extractor, TIG/
Stick welders, plasma cutter, a new CNC Plasma cutting 
machine, Additional Oxy fuel cutting system, magnetic 
drill, Universal Fabricator, and a Fabrication Table. 

The goal of this grant is to better prepare students for 
work and post-secondary training/education in the manu-
facturing/welding careers. This will increase our capacity 
to produce high end products through mt. Baker Student 
Industries using the latest in fabrication tools. Thanks and 
congratulations to our mount Baker Career and Tech Ed 
Staff! 

Additionally, Costco donated several thousand dollars 
worth of tools and items for our CTE program, barn, etc., 
from their old store.

Athletic Report 
mount Baker experienced an extremely successful fall 
athletic season having nearly 40% of our student body, 
both junior high and high school, participating in athletics 
and drama. Participation in athletics continues to grow as 
our student athletes work towards excellence on the field 
and in the classroom. 

Fall Drama
By Christopher C. Cariker

After the successful chal-
lenges of “The Island 
of Doctor Moreau” and 
“The King Stag”, next 
I wanted to give the 
audience a bit more 
than just Shakespeare’s 
transcendent text. The 
story of Henry is so grand 
in scale that the text 
alone wouldn’t give you 
the full adventure. So, 
we gave you the battle 
of Agincourt and the 
sacking of Harfleur by 
marrying the physical to 
the sublime prose and 
poetry of Shakespeare’s 
greatest History.  
We trained diligently in stage combat and movement to do 
just that. With the help of Senior fight captains Gretal McCurdy 

and Kyle Kusche—pictured above in 
rehearsal—we were able to truly have 
a “theater wide” battle several times 
throughout the play. 

With the addition of Randy Storms as Technical Director and Assistant we gained a coup in 
technical expertise by using the theater to its full potential and then some. Without his help 
the beautiful set and lighting elements—pictured above—would have remained just ideas.

These students performed admirably in their duties and roles. I could not have been more 
proud of their growth and candor during the process, asking great questions and finding 
better answers. I cannot wait to see how they handle character work next year!

 
Christopher C. Cariker 
Fall Drama Instructor

Engineering Night at 
Kendall Elementary
Kendall Elementary Teachers, Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA), Western Washington Universtiy 
(WWU), and Whatcom Community College (WCC) 
teamed up to host an Engineering Night, January 11, 
2017 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Activities ranged from paper 
circuits, egg drops, light painting, sweet constructions, 
lava lamps, “Little Bits”, 3D printer bead work, to a 
real race car and rocket launches by KASA (Kendall 
Aeronautical and Space Administration). PTA Board 
and members, community, parents and their children, 
teachers, and college students—all presented and 
rotated through these fun and challenging activities.

Kendall Elementary Staff would like to give special 
thanks to mr. & mrs. munoz and mr. Howard, who 
presented a February Science Fair Q&A for parents 
and students, Victoria Anderson (PTA chairperson), mr. 
Lopeski, PTA board members, mr. Duncan, ms. Steagall, 
mr. Taranenko, ms. Fredere, ms. Hie, ms. Burroff, 
Society of Women in Engineering, Association for 
Women in Computing, WWU, WCC, and Formula SAE.

www.mtbaker.wednet.edu 

Photo Credit: 
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SeaMar Clinic will 
offer vaccinations to 
MBSD families at 
District events this 
coming spring.
When:
• 9th Grade Registration (open to all current 

8th graders and their families), Thursday, 
march 16th from 7-9 p.m. in the JH/HS 
auditorium;

• 7th Grade Registration (open to all current 
6th graders and their families), Thursday, 
may 18th, in the JH/HS auditorium;

• Kindergarten Registration
o Kendall Elementary,  

Tuesday, April 18th from 4-7 p.m.;
o Harmony Elementary,  

Wednesday, April 19th from 4-7 p.m.;
o Acme Elementary,  

Thursday, April 20th from 4-7 p.m.

Where:  
Clinic staff will be available at each school loca-
tion during the times of Registration.

Additional Details:  
Clinic staff will also be available to schedule 
routine Well-Child checks and sports physicals 
at their Everson location as well as provide 
information and assistance regarding health 
insurance. more information regarding these 
opportunities will be mailed home this spring.
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Students at the “We’re Still Here” exhibit

Legacy Washington Exhibit
“We’re Still Here: The Survival 
of Washington Indians” 

The Nooksack Tribe and the mount Baker School District 
(mBSD),through a collaborative effort brought the Legacy 
Washington exhibit titled “We’re Still Here: The Survival of 
Washington Indians” that was on display at the mBSD’s district 
office board room from November through the middle of January.  
The exhibit celebrated the rich history of the Native American 
culture in our local community and throughout Washington 
State.  Students, parents, staff and the community had the oppor-
tunity to view the exhibit, and the mBSD held an Open House on 
December 8, 2016 to pay tribute to the exhibit.

Todd Rightmire
Ag Instructor/CTE Director/FFA Advisor

FFA Barn  
Grand Opening
Saturday, January 21, at 
1:00 p.m. mount Baker 
School District hosted the 
Grand Opening of the new 
FFA Barn located behind 
the Transportation Office 
south of mount Baker High 
School. There was light 
refreshments, cutting of 
the ribbon, transporting of 
the pigs from the old barn 
to the new barn, and a tour. 

 
Sandi Madison 
Career Specialist

Post Graduation 
Planning 
Services
If at any time students or 
families have questions 
or concerns about their 
financial aid status or 
need help filing their forms  
PLEASE CONTACT  
Sandi Madison at 
sandi@mtbaker.wednet.edu 
She will be happy to 
meet with you.

www.mtbaker.wednet.edu 

Photo Credit: Charles Burleigh

Barn Grand Opening Photo Credit: Greg Dickman 



Have a mount Baker School 
District story to tell?

Email your news items  
for the School Board  
Good of the Order:

pbutenschoen@mtbaker.wednet.edu

OCTOBER 13, 2016
DONUTS WITH DAD 
Acme hosted our first annual Donuts with 
Dads event. Our PTA provided amazing 
fruit, beverages and donuts for families 
to enjoy together before the start of a 
school year. We served over 300 people! 
While here, families could visit the donut 
photo booth, complete some “Dad-libs” 
and spend quality time together. Acme 
staff visited with families. This event 
was a great success put on by the PTA.  

Melissa Menti has been 
recognized by the Whatcom 
County Library System. 
Every year the Whatcom County Library 
System Youth Services department rec-
ognizes educators from our community 
who have made a real and significant dif-
ference in the lives of the young people 
we serve. These are educators whose 
dedication to books and reading, and 
whose collaboration with their public 
library partners, have resulted in the 
sorts of experiences that open kids to 
stories in unforeseen and indelible ways. 
We have recognized classroom teachers, 
early literacy coordinators, and school 
district administrators. This year we are 
recognizing you. I’m thrilled to let you 
know that you have both been chosen as 
2016 recipient of the WCLS Golden Apple 
Award in recognition of the extraordi-
nary work you are doing advocating for 
the students of the mount Baker School 
District and expanding their access to the 
materials and services available to them.  

Staff Training Conference 
for Advanced Learners 
As part of our membership with the 
ESD’s HiCap Co-op, four staff members 
attended this conference: What Should 
Be Considered when Designing High 
Quality Curriculum for Advanced 
Learners 

There is no shortage of knowledge 
about what high quality curriculum and 
instruction should look like for advanced 
learners. Given the cognitive capacity of 
students who are highly able, it is likely 
that they will require curriculum and 
instruction that is more challenging 
than we would expect for less advanced 
students, at least if we expect them 
to continue to grow. This session will 
address some of the principles of high 
quality curricular and instructional design 
that should be considered as we work to 
maximize the capacities of these learners 
to know abundantly, think deeply and 
understand broadly in areas of strength, 
interest, and promise. Presented by Dr. 
Jane Leppien of Whitworth University.

mr. John Hayes, mB class of 1955, made 
a $150 donation in memory of his father  
mr. John Hayes, mB class of 1929, to the 
class photo restoration project at mount 
Baker High School.

Generous donation from Rome 
Community Bible Church to assist the 
Family Service Coordinators to serve 
students and families in the District.

Sarah Harder is the recipient of the 
Walmart Community Grant of $2000.

Rikard Charitable Trust donation of 
$1500 for Kendall Elementary

mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation dona-
tion of $1500 for College in the High 
School Scholarships

Comments from the Exit Conference… 
“I would like to thank Karla Atwood and 
the staff at the mount Baker Jr/Sr High 
School. The staff did an excellent job of 
ensuring all students that were counted 
for reimbursement took a reimburs-
able meal. Karla continues to do an 
excelling job of staying abreast of the 
multiple changes that have occurred in 
the National School Lunch and Breakfast 
Programs over the last few years and is 
passionate that students have access 

to multiple meals throughout the 
school day. Her program continues to 
meet program requirements and offers 
nutritious and appealing meals to the 
students. Karla not only creates inno-
vative tools to use in her own district 
Food Service program but she shares 
these tools with surrounding districts 
to help them successfully operate the 
NSLP and SBP. The breakfast, lunch and 
supper programs at the High School met 
program requirements.”

January 12, 2017
OSPI Child Nutrition Administrative Review
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Board of Directors
Your mount Baker School Board 
of Directors is comprised of five 
District citizens elected by District 
voters for four-year terms. 

Board members serve in an 
unpaid, volunteer capacity. 
Although directors are elected to 
specific areas, they collectively 
represent the entire district.
Brian Kelly,  
Director District 1
Ellen Dodson,  
Director District 2
Trish Hart, President, 
Director District 3
Jim Freeman,  
Director District 4
Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt,  
Director District 5
Charles Burleigh,  
Superintendent

Board Meetings:  
Community members are 
encouraged to attend our 
regular Board meetings held 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
each month at 6:00 p.m., 
usually at the District Office. 

MBSD Communications 
& Public Relations Team
Charles Burleigh, Superintendent
Bridget Rossman, Curriculum Director
Pam Butenschoen, HR Coordinator 
and Assistant to the Superintendent  
Katie Chugg, Website Support; Editor
Kristi Nason, Print marketing

The mBSD newsletter is published 
periodically by the mount Baker School 
District as a communications link between 
the district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board and 
district staff a venue to inform community 
members about programs, goals and 
activities of public education in our district. 
Please direct questions or comments to the 
Communications Team through the District 
Office: pbutenschoen@mtbaker.wednet.edu

The mount Baker School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, marital status, disability, age, Vietnam-
era Veteran’s status, or disabled Veteran status 
or the presence of any sensory, mental or physical 
disability or the use of training dog guides or service 
animals by a disabled person in its programs and 
activities and provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  

Charles Burleigh 
MBSD Superintendent:  

PO Box 95, Deming, WA 98244 
(360) 383-2000
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School Bus Safety Week
October 17 - 21, 2016

Elementary Fall Conferences
Our Fall conferences for Elementary 
Students was held November 15 - 18, 2016.  
We had a 98% attendance rate by 
parents/guardians.

December 8, 2016
Donations

Quilt Donation
A special thank you to Betty Ross (a great 
aunt of Harmony students) for her gener-
ous donation to the mount Baker Family 
Services program. 

Betty made and donated 18 full size 
quilts in all and will make more if needed. 
She makes quilts for families throughout 
Whatcom County and is always taking 
donations of fabric, sheets and blankets 
to reuse and turn into more beautiful 
quilts. 

Betty also donated baby quilts that 
were delivered to families with babies 
who participated in the Winter Pantry 
Program. 

WSRMP
Washington Schools Risk management Pool recognizes the mount Baker School 
District for achieving a perfect score on the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 Protected 
Classes Risk Assessment Survey. 


