
WEST VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES – Special Board Meeting 

West Valley School, Library and via Google Meet, 4:00PM 

August 3, 2020 

 

Board Members Present 

Stephanie Nadasi 

Tad Lisowski – via telephone 

Marilyn Hedstrom 

 

Board Members Absent 

Cory Hill 

Jane Wheeler 

 

Also present 

Cal Ketchum, Superintendent  

Serina Nelson, District Clerk 

 

Chairman Nadasi called the meeting to order at 4:01PM. 

Superintendent Ketchum asked if the Action Items could be presented before the Information 

Items as Board member Tad Lisowski is calling in and is on a time constraint.  It was agreed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

NONE. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

3. Change of Start Date for 20/21 

Superintendent Ketchum asked the Board to approve changing the start date for students from 

August 26 to August 31 to give extra time for training of staff due to COVID requirements. 

Tad Lisowski moved to approve changing the start date of school from August 26 to August 31.  

Marilyn Hedstrom seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Elimination of Late Start Fridays 

Superintendent Ketchum asked the Board to approve suspending the late start on Fridays for the 

2020/2021 school year which would assist with maximizing time with kids and will make up for 

the lost time in the change to the start date. 

Marilyn Hedstom moved to approve the suspending late start Fridays for the 2020/2021 school 

year.  Tad Lisowski seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

INFORMATION ITEMS: 

1. Schedule for K-3 

2. Schedule 4-8 

Superintendent Ketchum explained the district is currently in Phase 2 and will probably remain 

at this phase at least through the beginning of school.  The district’s proposed Phase 2 

recommends 50 or fewer in a group.  He stated at the August 10
th

 meeting, the Board will need to 

decide what to do as far as a reopening plan.  He explained younger kids don’t learn as well 



online as the older kids do.  He explained K-3 grades need to physically be in the school if not 

K-5 grades.  He explained data is showing 10 to 19 year olds transmit COVID more easily than 

the younger kids.  He explained one possibility is to have K-5 grades at the school every day and 

do a hybrid schedule for 6-8 grades of online and physically in school.  He stated of the 

respondents to the survey approximately 6% (26 students) aren’t coming back to school 

physically.   

 

Marilyn Hedstrom asked what the district did for students, prior to COVID, that weren’t able to 

attend school to do, for example, a broken leg.  Superintendent Ketchum stated packets were 

provided, but the district wants to try and be consistent with the learning currently.  Having a 

broken leg and being out for a few weeks for one student is very different.  He stated Tina Blair 

is looking at MobyMax that tailors to the students’ needs and is an online program that can be 

monitored by the teachers. 

 

Marilyn Hedstrom asked about bussing.  Superintendent Ketchum stated he talked to Bill at 

Treasure State Transit and it possible the district may be able to have normal routes.  He 

suggested running the regular route two times in the morning and two times in the afternoon for 

at least the first week of school to see how that is going to work and if it is necessary.  

 

Marilyn Hedstrom asked about monitoring temperatures.  Superintendent Ketchum explained the 

CDC released new information that checking temperatures isn’t the best way to gauge the illness. 

 

Marilyn Hedstrom asked about face shields for teachers rather than face masks while they teach.  

Superintendent Ketchum explained the possibility of a Plexiglas partition hanging from the 

ceiling while the teacher is teaching and wearing a mask when the teacher is in close proximity 

to the students.   

 

Marilyn Hedstrom asked what is being done across the board in the event a school gets a case of 

COVID.  Superintendent Ketchum stated the initial release from the Health Department was to 

close the school for three days if there is a case in the school, but that has now changed.  It is 

possible the school wouldn’t have to close; it would depend on a number of variables. 

 

Public member asked via chat on Google Meet if there would be a question and answer meeting 

for parents on how the school board would respond to cases and the different situations.  

Superintendent Ketchum stated there will be a FAQ that will go out to the parents and hopefully 

would answer questions.  Chair Nadasi stated there won’t be anything prior to August 10’s 

regular meeting, but there can be questions before action is taken during that meeting. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Marilyn Hedstrom moved to adjourn at 4:40 pm.  Stephanie Nadasi seconded.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

             

 Stephanie Nadasi, Board Chairman   Serina Nelson, District Clerk 


