
WEST VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES – Special Board Meeting 

West Valley School, Library and via Google Meet, 12:00PM 

July 16, 2020 

 

Board Members Present 

Stephanie Nadasi 

Tad Lisowski 

Jane Wheeler 

Marilyn Hedstrom 

 

Board Members Absent 

Cory Hill 

 

Also present 

Cal Ketchum, Superintendent  

Serina Nelson, District Clerk 

 

Chairman Nadasi called the meeting to order at 12:01PM. 

 

INFORMATION ITEMS: 

1. Review the Governor’s Reopening Plan 

2. Review OPI’s Reopening Plan 

Superintendent Ketchum reviewed the Governor’s reopening plan.  He stated there are many 

areas of where information is coming in and the Governor’s plan is generic.  He shared NW 

MASS has met at least once per week.  He shared they also met with Hilary Hansen with the 

County Health Department, who recently left this position and someone else has been hired to 

take her place.  Mr. Ketchum stated the County Health Department has the authority, but the 

Board has the local control.  He stated the reopening plan is a big picture plan and will be 

addressed in action.  He reiterated there is lots of information and misinformation out there.  He 

stated the CDC is giving recommendations rather than requirements. 

 

3. Review the Survey to Parents 

Superintendent Ketchum stated a survey will be sent out to parents asking general questions and 

going out to all families in the district.  The survey has room for up to five kids and the parents 

would have to do another survey if their family has more than five students.  It will have basic 

questions such as “are you planning on having your kids attend school in person?” and “do you 

need bus transportation?”  He stated once we get that information, there may be more targeted 

questions.  He stated the initial survey will go out through the Apptegy app tomorrow. 

 

4. Review COVID-19 Policies 

Superintendent Ketchum stated after talking with MTSBA, he recommends the Board adopt the 

1900 series policies.  He stated they will be brought before the Board as action at the August 10 

meeting and he will include a synopsis. 

 

Mr. Ketchum stated the Governor is granting about $417 per student to schools with a new grant.  



The allowable uses haven’t been disclosed yet, but most likely for PPE, cleaning supplies, etc.  

He stated it is possible it could be used for transportation costs that would help alleviate some of 

the local permissive levy since the number of routes will be doubled to keep with the social 

distancing requirements. Jane Wheeler noted the local taxes are a permissive levy for 

transportation and any unused taxes will be reappropriated back to the tax payer.  Tad Lisowski 

asked if the additional cleaning requirements would overwhelm the custodial staff and if 

additional staff or a cleaning service would be needed.  Mr. Ketchum reminded the Board a 

drawback of brining in a company is the Davis-Bacon requirements.  He stated it may be better 

for the district to hire a new person, but the non-custodial staff will need to be responsible for 

some of the cleaning as well.  Stephanie Nadasi asked what the biggest bus route is and Mr. 

Ketchum stated about 82 to 84. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

5. Declaration of Emergency 

Superintendent Ketchum recommended the Board amend the declaration of emergency to go 

through June 30, 2021. 

Jane Wheeler moved the board of trustees declare an unforeseen emergency within the meaning 

of that term as set forth in Title 20, Chapter 9, Part 8, to become immediately effective and to 

continue through June 30, 2021.  This motion is based on COVID-19 risks; in recognition that 

the Governor’s waiver of student instruction time will expire on May 7; and in recognition that 

the Governor’s April 22, 2020 Directive implicating Executive Orders 2-2020 and 3-2002 

specifies that elected school boards and their districts adopt their own declaration of emergency 

will continue to receive all state funding, including transportation funding.  Tad Lisowski 

seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

6. Reopening Plans 

Superintendent Ketchum presented his recommendation for the reopening plan explaining the 

difference between Kalispell’s phase 1 and the recommended West Valley’s phase 1.  Tad 

Lisowski asked if the district is still looking at August 26
th

 as the first day of school.  Mr. 

Ketchum confirmed that is correct.  Mr. Lisowski asked if the groups of 15 or fewer for the 

district’s phase 1 are in line with other districts and if Kalispell is the outlier.  Mr. Ketchum 

stated it is in line with national plans.  He stated bussing is going to be the biggest issue and if 

parents bring their kids to school that normally ride the bus, that adds another challenge and a 

staggered start may be in order.    There was discussion of possibilities of how lunch and recess 

are going to look.  Jane Wheeler asked if a survey is going to staff.  Mr. Ketchum stated he is 

having a staff meeting rather than doing a survey. 

 

Tad Lisowski moved to approve the reopening plans recommended by Superintendent Ketchum.  

Marilyn Hedstrom seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Marilyn Hedstrom moved to adjourn at 12:37 pm.  Tad Lisowski seconded.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

             

 Stephanie Nadasi, Board Chairman   Serina Nelson, District Clerk 


