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• Awarded $92,000 in grants 
to Lawton Public School (LPS) 
teachers.  

• Presented checks totaling 
$4,500 LPS Teacher-of-the-Year 
finalists.

• New Pillar donors signed on, 
and this brought $30,000 to the 
Foundation in just the past 6 
months.

• Managed and utilized $1.3 
million in endowments to invest 
in the children of LPS! 

2016-2017

Lisa Carson 
LPSF, Executive Director

T   his has been an 
eventful year.  When 
I retired from LPS 
in 2016, I was 
thrilled to be named 

executive director of the LPSF.  I 
was a product of Lawton Public Schools, as were my two 
sons.  LPS gave us wonderful memories and prepared all 
three of us very well for the future. 

I love Lawton and am a strong believer in education, 
so I knew this was the perfect position for me.  Our 
LPSF mission is “Enhancing the educational experience 
of Lawton Public School students and faculty through 
technology, programs, materials, and extracurricular 
activities.”   We fulfill this mission through strategic 
planning, collaborating with LPS teachers, and partnering 
with the community.  

In recent years state support for our school district has 
fallen by millions of dollars.  Although LPS has worked 
hard to weather the storm, learning opportunities have 
been reduced.  With these difficulties in mind, LPSF has 
become even more determined to assist teachers in 
their efforts to help students through innovative, out-of-
the-box thinking.  Education opportunities must extend 
beyond the basics.

This has been a year of learning for me, but I am pleased 
with the good progress we have made.  With strong 
community support, the Golden Corral breakfast and 
Yellow Rose Dinner Theater made a profit of $28,050.  
Additionally, our Pillar program (recurring annual giving) 
has increased $30,000 in just the past six months!  These 
successful efforts demonstrate that Lawtonians care 
about the children of our community.   

I am extremely proud that we could award $92,000 to 
teachers through grants last year, but to be honest, I 
have much bigger dreams.  Therefore, I ask for your help 
in educating others about the work LPSF is doing so the 
word will spread and even more students can be helped.  

I am confident, with your help, that amazing things will 
be accomplished!  I look forward to your helping us make 
this dream come true!

All our dreams can 
come true,
 if we have the 
courage to pursue 
them. 

– Walt Disney
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Mega Molecules, $540.29 - Mack Powers/Lawton HS Science Teacher

Mr. Powers purchased 22 sets of molecular model kits. The kits allowed his 
science students to build and visualize the three-dimensional structures of 
molecules. Visualizing molecular structures helps students conceptualize 
chemical reactions at the molecular level.

Engineering the Future, $605.96 – Lindsey DeWolf/Carriage Hills Pre-K 
Teacher

Ms. DeWolf’s students needed Science, Engineering, Math, and Literacy 
materials to increase the integration of STEM experiences at an early age! 
PreK students are constantly making discoveries about themselves and the 
world in which they live.  The setting of a fairy tale comes to life as children 
design and build structures to change the outcome of a favorite story. 
Students wear lab coats and learn to think of themselves as scientists.

A Davy with Da Vinci , $1860 – Kessi McKenzie/LPS Gifted-Talented 
Program

Leonardo da Vinci was an amazing artist but also inventor, philosopher, 
scientist and scholar.  Leonardo was a genius who passionately dedicated 
himself to the pursuit of knowledge in anatomy, mechanics, civil engineering, 
biology, mathematics and physics.  The ACTS program provided a field trip 
for 120 ACTS students to the Science Museum of Oklahoma where they not 
only enjoyed the da Vinci exhibit but also other science learning activities at 
the museum.

Mapping the World , $654 – Heather Smith-Noceloti/Tomlinson MS

Sixth grade Geography students are concrete learners. They benefit from 
having something in front of them they can see, touch, and interact with.  
Students understand Geography on a deeper level when they are able to 
manipulate a variety of maps, such as large dry-erase ones or individual ones 
that allow students to use markers.  Adding the ability to see and compare 
the physical space occupied by oceans, continents and countries helps 
students acquire a more accurate view of the world around them. 

Third Rock from the Sun, $1000 – Christine Levinson/Lawton HS

This proposal is not so much a project, but a whole new curriculum.  Lawton 
High School has not offered an Earth Science course in more than a decade. 
According to the State Department of education, the types of science 
classes that are now required for graduation are changing from previous 
years, thus the reason we are offering Earth Science again.  Our science 
textbooks, copyrighted in 2002, are extremely outdated.  This grant will 
be used to build an Earth Science curriculum from the ground up, using 
the new Oklahoma Academic Standards as required by the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education.  It will be a hands-on curriculum that will 
be technology- and lab-driven using individual and collaborative activities 
rather than textbooks.

And so many more!

Snapshot of LPSF 2016-2017 Accom
plishm

ents
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I
n 2012 Eisenhower High School launched the first Ignition 
Program in LPS.  Financial support came from the LPS Foundation 
and Lawton Community Foundation, as they funded EHS with 
matching grants.  In 2016, a similar program, using LPSF support 
lifted-off at Lawton High School. Startup funds from LPSF have 

been approved for a program at MacArthur High School in 2017.

The EHS Ignition Program is a peer mentoring program that helps 
freshmen as they make the precarious transition to high school.  
Upperclassmen, grades 10th through 12, get extensive training in 
leadership and work with freshmen every other week during the 
school year.  The mentors are trained in the success-oriented FOCUS 
curriculum.  Mentors are trained to discuss success in high school 
by being attentive to attendance, discipline and developing four-
year graduation plans.  In addition to interactions with freshmen, the 
mentors plan and execute a community-wide service project to help 
hungry people in the community.  EHS Ignition has accomplished this 
by joining Lead2Feed, a free leadership program that awards funds to 
the charity the students work with if the project is judged in the top 20 
in the nation.

After five years, the EHS Program has secured more than $80,000 for 
local charities from Lead2feed.  The program has grown each year.  EHS 
Ignition has matured so much, that it is now completely student-led. 
The mentors develop training projects and plan lessons that they share 
with freshmen.  The advisers are facilitators who monitor the students.

Using a $1,900 LPSF grant, the LHS program, called Ignite, lifted-off in 
2016 with 66 mentors and 33 freshmen groups.  The service projects 
the students accomplished in its first year dealt with helping teachers 
and cleaning the building.  Next year, LHS Ignition plans to expand 
its presence in the community with new projects.  Using the funds 
provided, the Ignite students were able to purchase materials for a 
low-ropes course that was used for team building.  They also purchased 
T-shirts for mentors.  They hope to continue growing the program at 
LHS so mentors can eventually run the program in the same way as 
EHS Ignition.

Ignition Programs 
Launch in LPS 
High Schools



5LPSF Newsletter

Ignition Programs 
Launch in LPS 
High Schools Yellow Rose Dinner Theater

On May 4th the Hilton Garden Inns was 
packed for our Spring fundraiser.  More 
than 400 people dined, sang, and danced 
the night away with the Yellow Rose Dinner 
Theater production of Top 40s Forever.  
Through the generosity of sponsors and 
individual ticket sales a profit of $11,250 
made its way into the LPSF account!  
Accolades are given to sponsors who 
bought extra tickets so that a number of 
LPS teachers were able to attend the even 
at no cost.  

Foundation
Events

Golden Corral Breakfast

Craig Riha, Owner of Golden Corral in Lawton, a 
real friend of LPSF, once again hosted our annual 
community breakfast and donated ALL proceeds 
to the Lawton Public School Foundation.  A 
profit of $16,805 was deposited in the LPSF 
coffers! Begin making plans now to attend the 
2017 breakfast set for Friday September 15. 

Pillar Palooza

On November 14, LPSF hosted its 
first-ever Pillar Palooza.  The Foundation 
was thrilled that the event turned into 
a standing-room-only celebration and 
will force us to look at a larger venue in 
2017.  The Palooza was a thank you to 
our current pillars.  This event was made 
possible by the Terry K. Bell Charitable 
Trust, Firo Pizza, and Blake and Mandee 
Thomas.  The food was delicious and the 
entertainment kept everyone laughing. 
During this event, the Foundation kicked 
off a new Pillar campaign and were 
excited to hear that two donors were 
willing to match contributions, up to 
$20,000, from new pillars.  The goal was 
met in just four short months!
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Coming September 7 
Lawton Public School Foundation is very excited to participate in Texoma Gives Day 

of Giving, September 7th  (Thursday), 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  This day is set aside for 
you to give online to your favorite nonprofit organization.  We hope you join with us in 

supporting teachers and students of LPS.  The website to click on is
 https://texomagives.org/npo/lawton-public-school-foundation-inc.   

In addition to your donation, Texoma Gives will award $150,000 in special prize money!  
PLEASE help us spread the word by social media, word of mouth, and email.  We all will 
make an impact when we involve ourselves with this outstanding opportunity to show 

how much we care about the children of our community.

How Can You Invest in Lawton Public School 
Foundation and Make a Difference?

1. You can donate through our website, http://www.lawtonpsf.org/become-a-pillar-member/

2. You can call the LPS Foundation office, 580-585-6251, and we will be glad to help you.

3. You can have a donation drafted out of your bank account (monthly, quarterly or annually).

4. You can leave a legacy through planned giving.

Regardless of amount, your donation benefits students of Lawton Public Schools!
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The Bressman Family (Billy, Jan & Kaden) 
has donated over $8,000 to the LPS 
Foundation over the past two years in 
memory of their son and brother, Kody 
Bressman.  Kody attended kindergarten 

through twelfth grade in Lawton Public Schools, 
graduating from Eisenhower High School in 2006. 
He then went on to obtain his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business Administration with a focus in 
Accounting and Spanish from the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas in 2012.  Throughout his life, 
Kody loved learning, had an impeccable work ethic, 
and demonstrated great character, he even studied 
abroad at the La Universidad de Paris Vasco in San 
Sebastian, Spain.  Kody was the kind of student and 
son that teachers and parents dream about.  He woke 
up every day with a positive attitude and thought 
what could he do to make life better, not only for 
himself, but for others.   Kody was an amazing 
young man who was tragically killed by a drunk 
driver when he was only 25 years old.  Although the 
Bressmans will never understand this tragedy, they 
vow to keep his legacy alive.  Kody’s parents are 
thankful for the quality education that Lawton Public 
Schools provided Kody.  Their generous donation has 
provided grants for LPS teachers to enrich the lives of 
other students.

Giving in 
Memory of Kody
“To Move Forward You Have to Give Back.” 

-Oprah Winfrey
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Goals
“I touch the future; I teach.”

– Christa McAuliffe

LPS Foundation works with administrators, teachers, and 
parents to determine needs.  The money raised goes to 
projects that align with the identified needs.  This collaborative 
effort improves our ability to help teachers touch the future 
as envisioned by teacher-astronaut Christa McAuliffe. The 
Foundation is collaborating with LPS to replace antiquated 
technology in Lawton’s three high school auditoriums and 
also has a long-term goal to upgrade classroom technology—
including providing more tablets—so students will be equipped 
for success in the digital world. Most importantly, our top 
concern continues to be providing teachers with fund for 
materials, resources, technology and extra-curricular activities.
Despite tremendous progress, LPSF knows that much remains 
to be done to ensure that our teachers have access to 
resources needed to provide a bright future for our children.     

 

Hossein Moini is the current President of the Lawton 
Public School Foundation and in addition to owning/
partnering in several businesses that support 
economic growth in our region, he also has an 
impressive history of service to our community. 

Hossein has served on the board of many 
organizations such as Lawton YMCA, Great Plains 
Chapter of AMBUCS, Lawton/Fort Sill United Way, 
the Lawton Chamber of Commerce and more. In 
addition to these organizations, he served on the 
Lawton Public School board for five years, during 
which time he spent a year serving as President. 

With three children of his own going through grades 
K-12 in the Lawton Public School district, Hossein 
has seen how difficult our teachers’ jobs can be 
and finds it a pleasure to work with others in our 
community to make them easier and better, while 
increasing the students’ educational experience at 
the same time.  

Board 
Member 
Spotlight:
Hossein Moini 
President

The Lawton Public School 
Foundation and all of its 
endeavors would not be 
possible without the diligent 
work of our Board of 
Directors. These individuals 
donate countless hours and 
energy, all for the betterment 
of our students! Our Board 
Member Spotlight allows 
us the opportunity to 
showcase these members 
of the community for their 
outstanding work!


