
A Ray of Sunshine
About this time last year, I began monitoring the cafeteria during 
breakfast. I enjoy the time immensely because it provides me the 
opportunity to greet students and see them in a different situation. 
Some students are cheerful and ready for a new day while others 
are still half asleep and a bit grumpy! We do our best to give them 
all good cheer.

It took me a bit to recognize the ray of sunshine that enters the 
cafeteria every morning. Nearly every day, we have a senior boy 
enter the cafeteria to say hello to those of us working there. He had 
been doing this for several weeks when I was overwhelmed by his 
kindness. He doesn’t eat breakfast while he’s there. He comes over to 
say hi and ask how our day is going. He makes sure to touch base with 
every one of us, always with a big smile on his face.

In the bleak midwinter, often, it’s challenging to make merry. 
Unfortunately for many of us, it becomes difficult to brighten another’s 
day because we get too caught up in our worries and challenges, 
forgetting about the needs of those around us. This young man has allowed 
me to learn about myself and humanity. He brings a ray of sunshine to 
me every day. I 
hope and pray 
that I can do 
the same for 
those I come 
into contact 
with each day 
by following 
his example. 
How about you? 
Are you able to 
provide a ray 
of sunshine for 
those around 
you?

A Note From  
The Superintendent
By: Angie Lakey-Campbell, Superintendent/Elementary Principal
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FFA NEWS
by Austin Miller, Chapter Reporter

WELCOMING THE NEW YEAR 
WITH 20/20 VISION

The Imbler FFA has been beyond busy since 
the start of winter in December 2019. At 
the end of October, Mr.Cant along with Kale 
Bingaman, Chandra Bingaman, Emily Arnoldus, 
Derek Thompson and Nick Arnoldus attended 
the National FFA Convention. Attendees 
attended the Agri-science Fair, where Kale 
and fellow teammate Eli Mola’s national Agri-
Science project was displayed. They were 
awarded Bronze level achievement for their 
project on water amounts compared to growth 
on seedling plants. They also witnessed the 
special moment Derek Thompson had when 
he received his American FFA Degree. Derek 
worked tirelessly for his 4 full years of FFA 
at Imbler and even worked beyond that for 
another two years to receive the highest 
of FFA honors. Also awarded the American 
FFA Degree in 2019 was Aspen Birkmaier, 
Samantha Fessler, and Katelyn Stirewalt. These 
four students now bring the total number of 
American Degrees awarded from Imbler to 65 
in the past 17 years. 

As we started the months of November and 
December, the members of the chapter have 
been working nonstop for the community, we 
have been beyond busy raking leaves, buying 
gifts, and donating food, all to give back to the 
community that does so much for us. Along 
with giving back, we also started everyone’s 
favorite fundraiser, Cider Press. Students 
pressed for three days, and made 350 gallons 
of cider to raise money for the chapter. The FFA 
Chapter also donated one dollar from every 
gallon to the Oregon Community Foundation 
Community 101 program to solve issues 
within our community through nonprofit grant 
programs. The FFA Chapter would like to give 

a special thanks to Paul Novotny for picking up 
and returning the apples and boxes. 

As December started, our focus turned to 
collecting and giving donations for local 
families in need, this includes passing out the 
bags, and then blessing the town of Imbler with 
amazing caroling from the Imbler FFA and FBLA 
chapters. The family care packages included 
food staples donated by community members, 
presents for children in adopted families, 
and a complete holiday meal. The family care 
packages were done in collaboration with the 
Imbler Pitchfork Gang (4H), Imbler FBLA, and 
Imbler FFA. As 2020 is now upon us, the Imbler 
FFA chapter wishes to send the best of wishes 
for the New Year and thanks to the community 
for the continued support. We recognize 
and appreciate all the efforts others make in 
building quality experiences and relationships 
amongst our FFA members.
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PAC/BOOSTER NEWS
We hope you had a wonderful Holiday Season! 
We are looking forward to all the exciting 
things happening in the next few months. 
This is the beginning of all the fun things our 
kids get to participate in including field trips, 
group activities, competitions and preparing 
for graduation. 

PAC/BOOSTER CLUB is also busy this time 
of year prepping for the Panther Card sales 
to help raise funds for our kids to be able to 
participate in a lot of fun activities. We are 
always looking for more parents and friends 
to join us at our PAC/BOOSTER CLUB meetings. 
We love the input and ideas that new members 
bring. 

Please join us at our next PAC/BOOSTER CLUB 
meeting, January 14,2020 at Imbler High 
School in Room 1.

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

NHS NEWS
NHS members have had a busy December! 
The students helped out with the younger 
elementary kids. Two members went to 
kindergarten, first, and second grade classrooms 
and helped out by sharing the Christmas spirit! 
The younger kids were thrilled to have Santa’s 
helpers personally visit them and the older 
students enjoyed helping the little ones with 
their holiday projects.
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THANK YOU TO THE IMBLER SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Imbler School District will join the other 196 school districts throughout Oregon to celebrate 
January as “School Board Recognition Month”.

Our school board members spend countless hours of unpaid time working to provide the best 
possible education for our students. They also serve as the corporate board of directors for one 
of our community’s largest employers. Celebrating School Board Recognition Month is one way 
to say thanks for all they do.

School board members represent their fellow citizens’ views and priorities in the complex 
enterprise of maintaining and running the community’s public schools. They also reinforce the 
principle of local control over public education, which is an important, highly valued aspect of 
education in Oregon. Too often the efforts of school board members go unrecognized.

The school board’s main goal, is to support student achievement. To achieve that goal, the board 
focuses on the following needs:

• Creating a vision for what parents and citizens want their school district to become and how 
to make student achievement the top priority

• Setting standards for what students must learn and be able to do

• Assessing whether schools achieve their goals, and whether students are learning

• Accounting for the outcomes of decisions and by tracking progress and reporting results

• Aligning the use of the district’s human and financial resources

• Creating a safe and orderly climate where students can learn, and teachers can teach

• Collaborating to solve common problems and to support frequent successes

• Focusing on continuous improvement by questioning, examining, 
revising, refining, and revisiting issues related to student 
achievement.

Board members will be recognized at the January meeting. The District 
asks that, if you see a board member – Wade Bingaman, Kaiger Braseth, 
Pam Glenn, Dan McDonald or Ken Patterson – in the community, that 
you take time to thank each of these individuals for their gift of time to 
the district and its staff and students.

Even though we are making a special effort during January to 
show appreciation for our school board members, we recognize 
their contributions reflect a year-round effort on their part. They 
are dedicated individuals who are committed to improving 
student achievement and to fighting for the best for all of our 
students.

Angie Lakey-Campbell
Superintendent
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FBLA NEWS
Our 2019 Giving Tree was a huge success! We 
had four families from around Union County 
that had a happy holiday this year, due to the 
generous donations from our community. 
With the help from the Union County Care 
Coordinator, we were able to sponsor these 
families by donating important items like 
personal hygiene products, clothes, and 
other gifts. Along with those gifts, our FFA & 
FBLA chapters sponsored a food drive, which 
provided enough food for each family to 
receive a large basket of food and everything 
needed for Christmas dinner . We would like to 
thank everyone who helped with this project 
and made it such a success.

January is a very busy month for FBLA. The 
members of our chapter that are attending 
the Regional Competition are now registered. 
We will be holding study nights all throughout 
this month for those who will be competing 
in a test or performance event. Registered 
students can come and study for an online test 
or practice presenting. Anyone who plans on 
competing at Regionals is expected to attend 
at least one of these study nights. All objective 
tests need to be taken by January 16th. Mrs. 

Teeter will be scheduling testing dates when 
we get back from Christmas break. Regionals 
will be held on February 6th at EOU. 

If you are interested in helping with Little Steps, 
January 23rd at 6:30 pm in the Kindergarten 
room, talk to Mrs. Teeter or Joelle Treat. We 
still have room for 3- and 4- year old preschool 
students in the community to participate in 
Little Steps.

National FBLA week is February 2nd through 
February 8th. Imbler FBLA will be having fun 
dress up days and assemblies, stay tuned for 
those events. The regional conference will 
also be held during this week.
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