
LATHROP ELEMENTARY RETURN 
TO SCHOOL PLAN  

When is the first day of school? Our first day of school will be Tuesday, September 1st.  

Will there be an open house “Back to School Night”? Not in person. Our teachers are all 
planning an online video with orientation information for their classrooms. The videos will be 
sent through Seesaw and potentially posted on our Facebook page as well.  

Are guests or visitors allowed in the school? No, we are only allowing students and school 
personnel in the building. At this time, we will not have parents visiting classrooms, eating lunch 
with their child, etc. This includes the first day of school so please take first day pictures at 
home or in the parking lot. Students need to enter the building and go to classrooms without 
parents or other visitors.  School personnel will be available at the entrance to guide students to 
their rooms the first few days of school.This is to protect all of our students from additional 
exposure. 

Will my child be required to wear a mask? Yes, the current Clinton County Health 
Department mandate is for students and school personnel to wear masks or face 
shields the majority of the time with exceptions for lunch, recess, and physical education 
class.  

Do I need to provide a mask for my child to wear at school? Yes, we are requesting all 
children bring a mask or face shield with them to be worn at school. We would prefer for 
students to have 4 masks or face shields to wear in order for them to be changed daily. 

Are masks required on the school bus? Yes, children will not be permitted to board the 
school bus without a mask or face shield. 

Will my child have their temperature checked each day? Currently, all people (staff and 
students) entering the building for the first time that day will have their temperatures taken. If a 
fever of 100.4 or greater is present, adults will be sent directly home, students will be sent to the 
isolation room next to the nurses office and parents will be contacted for immediate pick up. 

What if my child runs a temperature at school? If your child is found to have a 
temperature of 100.4 or greater, they will be sent to the isolation room beside the nurses 
office to be supervised until someone can pick your child up from school as soon as 
possible. 

What is an isolation room and who supervises the children in isolation? The isolation 
room is designated for students running fevers greater than 100.4 and will be supervised by 



the nurse. The isolation room is next to the nurses office and will serve as a safe place to 
isolate students with fevers or Covid symptoms until they can be picked up from school. 

When can my child return to school if they were sent home with a fever? If your child is 
sent home with a fever they will not be allowed to return until the following Tuesday of the next 
week. While they are at home they can follow along and continue working on assignments 
through our virtual option. 

What time can my child come to school in the morning? 7:35 is the earliest any child 
may enter the building with any adult supervision. We are asking students to not group up 
outside the building before school in order to provide social distancing.  

Have the bus, walker, and car rider pick up procedures changed? Yes, we will have 3 
bells. The bus bell at 3:47, the walker bell at 3:52, and the car rider bell at 3:55. Bus riders 
and walkers will exit through the bus circle doors. Car riders will exit through the two parking 
lot sets of doors. We are asking all parents to stay in their cars and pull up to the 
appropriate door (K,1,2) near the bike rack exit and (3,4,5) near the main elementary 
entrance. Teachers will escort ALL car riding students to the parent vehicles to avoid 
additional people crowding around the building.  

How do I pick my child up early from school? If you need to pick your child up early from 
school (before 3:45) please stop in the vestibule (main entrance) and we will call your child 
to the office so you may sign them out. 

Will breakfast still be available in the mornings? Yes, at 7:35 students will be allowed to 
enter the building. Those students wanting to eat breakfast will go to the cafeteria and eat 
while those students not eating breakfast will go directly to their classroom. Students will be 
allowed to remove their mask to eat breakfast once they are seated and safely socially 
distanced in the cafeteria. 

What will lunch look like? Kindergarten and 1st grade students will have tables socially 
distanced so that they can eat with their classroom cohort in the cafeteria each day. 2nd/3rd 
and 4th/5th grade lunch shifts will rotate each day. On Tuesday/Thursday the 2nd and 4th 
grades students will eat in the cafeteria and on Wednesday/Friday the 3rd and 5th graders 
will eat in the cafeteria. There will be plenty of space for social distancing classroom cohorts 
with only one grade level in the cafeteria at a time. Students will eat in their classrooms on 
the days they aren’t eating in the cafeteria. 

Will grades be taken this year? Yes, whether your child is in person or online learning 
virtually, they will have daily/weekly assignments and assessments for the purpose of 
providing grades and feedback of progress to parents.  



 

How will virtual/online learning compare to the classroom? Our teachers are working to 
create an online learning “landing page” that can be found on the front page of the district 
website (lathropschools.com) The Lathrop Elementary landing page will be the first place to 
visit for all students, both in person and at home virtually learning. This page will be a “point 
and click” process for finding the grade level, classroom, specials, and even special education 
pages your child will need to learn from home on in school. Teachers will update the pages 
weekly with assignments for the week along with tutorial videos (teacher created or from 
online resources) to explain the lessons for the week.  

If I choose the virtual learning option for my child can I change my mind? Yes, 
although it is helpful for all of us to know before school starts, it is possible to change your 
mind and have your child attend in person. Ideally, we would like every child to attend in 
person as soon as possible, however, the online option is available to help parents make a 
choice that is best for their child. Our plan is to have in person and virtual students follow the 
same weekly schedule of curriculum to allow for a more seamless transition between the 
two learning options. 

If my child is virtual learning and has questions what should they do? Teachers are 
available through email each day Tuesday-Friday 7:35-4:05 although it may take some time 
for a return answer during the work day. Teachers will be offering “Office Hours” where they 
can be contacted outside the school day. Office hours may be daily, a couple times per 
week, or even on Mondays to provide a timeframe for students or parents to communicate 
with the teacher via Seesaw, Google Meets, over the phone, or through email or chat. 

What is my responsibility as a parent with virtual learning? Parents will be taking on a 
much greater responsibility for their child’s education with online/virtual learning. Students 
will be given grades on their assignments so completion of assignments, even for online 
learning is a priority. If students are not completing their assignments, well checks will be 
made from our school and eventually by the county if necessary to ensure students working 
from home are keeping up with expected classwork.  

Does my child need to know login and passwords to a bunch of different websites? No, 
we are working to make the process as easy as possible. All important educational links will 
be located on the grade level or teacher landing pages. We are working to simplify all 
usernames and passwords to be used on the majority of websites we utilize.  

Will you continue to have “Muletime” in the mornings? No, the traditional Response to 
Intervention time we offered each morning from 8:10-8:40 will not occur this year due to the 
need for social distancing and self containment of classrooms. Classroom teachers will 
continue to differentiate instruction in order to meet individual needs and we will return to 



our traditional “Muletime” once we deem it safe and appropriate. 

Will there be tutoring available for my child? Potentially, many of our classroom teachers 
tutor before or after school or even on Mondays, however, it is not a requirement. We are 
requiring teachers set up weekly, consistent “office hours” to be reached outside the school day 
in order to provide assistance with any questions for online or in person students/parents. 
Teachers may also set up tutoring times as well. Once the school year begins, and teachers 
have an opportunity to assess our students, teachers will inform parents if their child would 
benefit from additional tutoring or assistance during “office hours”.  

Will my child still have recess? Yes, each grade level will have their own scheduled recess 
time. Each self contained classroom will have an area or section of the playground to use for 
part of recess and then rotate to another section as a whole group. Our goal is to limit contact 
between classrooms within the same grade level. Playground kickballs, jump ropes, etc. will not 
be shared as a grade level and each classroom will have their own to take out for recess. 

Does my child need a water bottle? Yes, please send a water bottle for your child to use at 
school. We will not have water fountains available, only the water filling stations for water 
bottles. 

Will lower elementary students still provide snacks to their classroom? Yes, snacks 
calendars will still be provided to parents in hopes of sharing the responsibility of providing 
snacks for our lower elementary students. Please do not provide homemade birthday treats or 
snacks. Snacks will be limited to prepackaged goods only,  

Will students share supplies in the classroom? No, teachers have decided for each child 
to have their own supplies. There are supplies such as iPad’s and some manipulatives in 
which students will share throughout the day, however, sanitizing of those items will occur 
between uses.  

Is Seesaw still important to parents? Yes, Seesaw is our best communication tool and will 
continue to be used by all teachers. Please sign up for notifications and have your child 
practice navigating Seesaw. 

The high school and middle school are using Google Classroom, will my child in the 
elementary school need to use it? Some of the upper elementary students will be using 
Google Classroom but those links and access will be part of the teacher’s landing page and 
should be easily accessible. 

Will my child have field trips? No, we are not planning any fall field trips. We hope to have 
spring field trips available in spring of 2021. 



 

Will my child have classroom parties? Yes and No. Yes, teachers will have small individual 
parties for their self contained classrooms, but No, our traditional classroom parties with parent 
volunteers will not occur under the current guidelines. 

What about attendance parties? We will no longer have attendance parties. State and local 
officials have insisted that all attendance based incentives be discontinued to avoid ill students 
from coming to school in an effort to earn the incentive. 

Will there be after school clubs or activities hosted at school? No, we will not have school 
sponsored activities (art club, coding club, book club, Musical Mules, etc) or outside sponsored 
activities (Good News Club, Girls Scouts, Boy Scouts, etc) hosted in our school for the 
foreseeable future.  

What can I do as a parent to help our school? Please keep your child home if they are sick 
and particularly if they are running a fever. The best way for us to protect our students is to keep 
those that are sick from coming to school.  

Is there anything I can do to help my child with the transition to school? Yes, have your 
child practice wearing a mask for periods of time. Perhaps during screen time with their device 
or while doing something at home. This will get them accustomed to having the mask on their 
face.  

What can I do to support my child going to school? Stay Positive! Our attitudes are 
contagious to our children. If you are positive and have a positive attitude towards the efforts we 
are making at school, your child will display the same positive attitude. These are challenging 
times, but we can make the most of the situation by bringing a positive attitude and best effort to 
our school every day! 

Other questions? If there are other questions, please don’t hesitate to ask, and we 
can add them to the frequently asked questions list.  

Chauncey Rardon, chauncey.rardon@lathropschools.com, 816-528-7737 
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