
 

 

 

eStem Families, 

As we have shared with you previously, we have worked hard the past few months to develop a reopening plan for eStem 

schools that allows for maximum physical distancing (at least six feet) between student desks in each classroom, along with other 

health and safety measures. To accomplish this goal, we determined that we would need to reduce the number of students in 

classrooms, therefore we decided to offer families two options for learning this fall: 100% virtual learning or a blended learning 

approach. 

As you may have heard, we were notified this week by Governor Hutchinson and Commissioner Key that all public schools in 

Arkansas must offer a 5-day per week in-person learning option. We realize that increasing the number of students on campus 

will reduce the opportunity for us to meet the recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and from the 

Arkansas Department of Health for physical distancing in our schools and classrooms; however, we are required to provide this 

option. 

I am writing to inform you that if you would like to adjust your child's learning plan for the fall to include attendance on-site five 

days per week, you may contact your child's school director at the email address listed below. We will need this information as 

soon as possible (preferably by the end of the day on Tuesday, August 11th) so that we can begin to adjust our classroom layouts 

and instructional plans to accommodate additional students. As our parents seem interested in a variety of learning options, we 

will continue to offer the 100% virtual learning option, as well as the blended learning approach (2-3 days on site each week 

with the remaining days being virtual). We understand that the increased class sizes due to this change may also cause some 

parents who had selected in-person learning to request an adjustment to their child's learning program to 100% virtual. Those 

requests can be made to the school director, as well. 

We apologize for the late change to our reopening plan; however, we have been notified that we can only offer virtual/blended 

learning options if we also offer 5 days per week of in-person learning. We will continue to do everything within our power to 

provide the safest and healthiest possible environment in our schools for eStem students, teachers and staff. We hope you 

understand it will become more difficult to keep everyone safe as we add students to each class. 

eStem Downtown Elementary - Melissa Hurst, Director (melissa.hurst@estemschools.org) 

eStem Downtown Jr. High - James Moore, Director (james.moore@estemschools.org) 

eStem East Village Elementary - Alyson Harris, Director (alyson.harris@estemschools.org) 

eStem East Village Jr. High - Maurice Guest, Director (maurice.guest@estemschools.org) 

eStem High School - Johnecia Howard, Director (johnecia.howard@estemschools.org) 

Respectfully, 

 

John Bacon, Ed. D. 

Chief Executive Officer 

200 River Market Avenue, Suite 225 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

501-324-9202 (phone) 

501-324-9201 (fax) 

www.estemschools.org 

We are Students. We are Educators. We are Fearless. We are eStem. 
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