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I. Overview of Dual Enrollment  

 

What is Dual Enrollment?  
There are two main distinctions in the Dual Enrollment classes.  Modesto Junior College offers both 

Dual Enrollment options and Dual Credit options for high schools. 

Dual Enrollment allows high school students to take college credit classes while enrolled in high 

school.   It also allows qualified high school students to earn college and high school credit while 

meeting graduation requirements. Dual Enrollment allows high school students to take college 

classes, on the MJC campus, online, or at the high school after school for college credit, allowing 

them to be enrolled in college and high school at the same time.  We can provide today’s students 

with the opportunity to get a head start on their college careers, save time and money, and offer 

exposure to the rigors of college coursework. While there are numerous advantages to both the 

high school and the student participating in Dual Enrollment it is important to also be aware of that 

Dual Enrollment may not be right for everyone.   

What is Dual Credit? 
Dual Credit Enrollment allows a community college campus to form a partnership with local K-12 

districts that enables high school students to take a college class at their high school for college and 

high school credit.  The high school student may be awarded both college credits and high school 

credit for the single course.  In Dual Credit courses, students may enroll in a college course. They 

complete whatever assignments would normally be completed as part of the course, and they are 

given a final grade on a college transcript that looks like any other college student’s transcript.  

Dual Credit is also known as Early College and 2+2.   

What are the advantages of Dual Enrollment for the student?  
 It decreases the amount of time a student will spend in college completing general education 

and/or pre-requisite courses.  

 Participation in dual enrollment may ease the transition from high school to college by giving 

students a sense of what college academics are like.  

 Dual enrollment is a cost‐efficient way for students to accumulate college credits because 

tuition, or enrollment fees, are waived.  Other fees do apply.  See 

https://www.mjc.edu/studentservices/business/tuitionandfees.php for more information.   

What are the advantages of Dual Enrollment for the High School?  
 By offering Dual Enrollment courses high schools can increase the scope of their high school 

curriculum at little to no cost.  

 Dual Enrollment fosters a collaborative environment for both the school and college districts to 

work together to align secondary and postsecondary coursework, so high school students are 

better prepared to successfully complete college-level work.  

 Some high schools may find that students become more motivated in their “regular” courses 

because they are better able see how high school and college curriculum align.  

 

https://www.mjc.edu/studentservices/business/tuitionandfees.php
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How is Dual Enrollment different from programs like AP or IB?  
 Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) allow for potential college credit.  In 

AP and IB, students take high school courses that have rigorous, college-level content, and take an 

end-of-course exam. If they do well on the exam, some (but not all colleges) will give them credit. 

In Dual Enrollment, all students who successfully complete the course will always get college credit.   

 Dual Enrollment students are able to take a college course and earn college credits immediately 

upon course completion. There is no comprehensive post-examination required.   

 Dual Enrollment and Dual Credit courses are not as limited in scope as AP and IB. Student have the 

option of taking a wide variety of courses, including career and technical courses.   

 

Is Dual Enrollment right for everyone?   
Dual enrollment is an opportunity to take challenging courses and accelerate educational 

opportunities. Students who successfully complete dual enrollment courses receive many benefits. 

However, there are some possible disadvantages that all students must take into account when 

enrolling in a dual enrollment class. Possible disadvantages are:  

 The amount of work necessary to succeed in college level courses may be much greater than in 

high school courses.   

 Dual enrollment courses become a part of a student's permanent college transcript and could 

impact eligibility for financial aid and admission to other postsecondary institutions. Most dual 

enrollment (here, what is the distinction between Dual Enrollment and Dual Credit?) classes 

count towards general education college credits and graduation requirements for high school. 

If a student fails one of these classes, it can negatively affect their high school and college 

transcripts. If a student needs additional support to complete regular general education high 

school classes adding the additional strain of the college class may not be the best choice.  

 
Resources available to Dual Enrollment Students at Modesto Junior College 
Modesto Junior College is committed to student success. Our college has a variety of resources to 
assist Dual Enrollment students in accomplishing their educational goals.  

o Tutoring Center: The Library and Learning Center in the library provides individual and 
small-group tutoring to any student who needs and wants to improve his or her class 
performance. Their work is aimed at helping students become strong independent 
learners by working to improve their subject understanding, study skills, and test 
preparation.  Primarily, The Library and Learning Center offers writing and math 
tutoring, but other subjects may be available.  Call 209-575-6346 for more information. 

 Writing Center: This Writing Center helps students become more confident and 
skilled writers. The Writing Center aims to have an environment that focuses on 
ideas of the writer while providing resources for all their writing needs.  

 Math Tutoring: Free math tutoring is available to all Modesto Junior College 
math students. The services available in the Library and Learning Center are 
focused on increasing our students' ability to understand and enjoy 
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VII. Grades and Grading Policies 
 
Students taking dual enrollment classes are creating a permanent college transcript that can affect 
future educational opportunities, such as admission to impacted programs, scholarships, and eligibility 
for financial aid. College faculty will NOT have any special grading system for dual enrollment students. 
Final grades will be posted on Students College transcripts. It is important for the student to know the 
consequences of a letter grade of D, F or W. Students will follow Modesto Junior college regulations, 
including drop dates. Students will be allowed to drop the class to avoid a letter grade, but if a student 
does not drop the class by the drop deadline, the student will be given a W (withdrawal).  
 

Report of Grades 
 
Modesto Junior College does not send report cards to students. During the semester, students are 
highly encouraged to keep a constant communication with their instructor regarding their grades. Final 
grades will be posted on PiratesNet. Students must check their grades by logging into their PiratesNet 
account. Modesto Junior College will issue final grades on a semester basis. It is important to note that 
final grades will be issued to the students and not to the parents.  
 

Withdrawal from Class 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to withdraw from a course if it is likely that they will earn a D or F. A 
grade of D will not transfer to another college and is not considered passing. Grades on transcripts are 
permanent; they can never be deleted. If a student receives an F in a course and retakes it, both 
grades will show on the transcript. A withdrawal date, census date, is established each semester. This 
date is available online and, on the student’s PiratesNet.  The student may also consult the Modesto 
Junior College academic calendar. Before withdrawing from a course, speak to the instructor to ensure 
that withdrawal is warranted. Once the student withdraws, he/she must verify it by logging in to 
his/her Web-Advisor’s student account. It should show a W. If this goes neglected, it could result in an 
F on the student’s transcripts. 
 
Withdrawal from a course or courses shall be authorized through the last day of the ninth week of 
instruction (or 50 percent of the course, whichever is less). The W will not be used in the calculating a 
student’s grade point average, but it will be used as a factor in progress probation, financial aid and 
dismissal procedures. A student who remains in a course beyond the withdrawal deadline must be 
assigned an evaluative or non-evaluative symbol other than W.  
 
 

VIII. Other Items That May Be Of Interest 
 

Course Repetition 
An open-door college should provide ample opportunity for students to succeed. Since the community 
college admits students with a diverse range of abilities, aspirations and interests, the college must 
provide sufficient flexibility in its policies to enable a student to overcome a poor academic record. 
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While the college must have a balance between policy flexibility and the maintenance of academic 
regulations so as to ensure grade standards throughout the curricula, this flexibility cannot be allowed 
to abrogate the individual student’s educational responsibility. Students are not able to repeat a class 
they successfully completed for a higher grade.  

 

Attendance 
Students are expected to attend all sessions of classes in which they are enrolled. Excessive absence 
will jeopardize a student’s satisfactory progress in a class. Students may be dropped from class if they 
fail to attend the first-class session of the semester. There are no institutionally approved excused 
absences for any reason. Only the instructor may excuse an absence.  
 
Classes taught during class time at a high school are subject to the high school's attendance policy.  
 
Instructors may choose to take attendance at each class session. Any student who is excessively absent 
may be dropped from the class as specified in each class syllabus. Unless there are significant 
extenuating circumstances, that student will be immediately dropped from class by the instructor if 
the absences are occurring before 50 percent of the class is expired. Once dropped, should a student 
believe there is just cause for reinstatement, the student may petition through the Office of 
Enrollment Services. 
  
It is the students’ responsibility to drop any classes they no longer wish to continue. They must not 
merely stop attending and must not rely on being dropped by others. Students must complete the 
drop process for themselves or request assistance from a counselor or appropriate MJC staff member.  
 

Articulation  
Articulation is a process of developing formal written agreements that identify courses at one college 
that are accepted in lieu of specific courses at another college or that fulfill a specific statewide pattern 
of general education.  
 
Modesto Junior College has developed numerous articulation agreements with California State 
University and University of California campuses. These agreements may be viewed on the Modesto 
Junior College website, in the Modesto Junior College Transfer Center, or at www.assist.org. 
Articulation agreements have also been developed with some California private and out-of-state 
colleges and universities 
 

Transferrable Courses/Dual Enrollment Policy  
 
Modesto Junior College courses numbered 1 through 49 are considered non-degree course.  50-99 are 
courses certified for associate’s degree. Courses 100-299 are certified for associate’s degree and 
accepted by the CSU System, ad UC system. Modesto Junior College has dual enrollment courses that 
are not transferable to 4-year campus. 
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